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COVERS 
Are the readers of. this magazine interested in 

Canadian covers? 

We will leave it for you " BNAPSters" to aay, 

We have many thousand covers a.eoumulated over many years. 
Recently we have purchased quite a quantity, postmarked from 
the late '70s thru to fairly recent. A great opportunity for find
Ing odd post offices,. various cancellations. There are shades of 
the small Soc, and among the post eards are also shades of the 
early issues. 

This whole stock must be cleared in a. hurry, so away they go 
at only $2.25 per 100, mixed, post paid. 

You are very likely to find covers without adhesive stamps, 
First day, special cancellatlol).s, slogalll!l, commemoratlves. 

Every lot wlll be well worth the price as offered. 

It you collect Canadian stamps on cove~yes, we have them 
too. From 1859 to 195&. Your enquiry Is desired. And what's 
more, we will gladly quote prices that wlll be so attractive, you 
will he certain to buy. If you prefer we will send on approval 
any items you are specially interested in. 

Why not ma ke a colle~tion of Canadian atampa on Cover! 

Pdce list of Canada, Newfoundland and U. S. (com mems.) Free. 

Oh yes, sure we have a lbums, 

VICTORIA STAMP CO. 
LONDON, 40, ONTARIO CANADA. 
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Verv Fine 
USED CANADIAN 

BLOCKS 
contact , 

M . W . CRYDERMAN 
Box 289, Roblin, Ma n., Canada 

CANADA - EASTER SEALS 

Sheet of 100 Seals-1950 
Ineludlng one imperf block and 
one each of all previous iMuee--
(1947 -8-9-11150) $1.00 

Ontario (Cana da) Society 
for Crippled Children 

444 Church St.. Toronto 6, Ca.D&•la 

Canadian Pioneer Air Mail Stamps Mint 
They were sanctioned by the POf!:t Office DepartiDeDt while is&ued 

· by private organlzatioiUI. · 
La urent ide Air Service ; J ack V. Ell iot Air Servia.; .Patricia Airwaya 4 
Ex ploration Co., Ltd.; P atricia Airwa ya Ltd. ; Weatern Ca na da Airway•J 
Yukon Airways 4 Explorat ion Co. Ltd. ; Cherry Red Airl ine Ltd.; Klon· 
d ike Airways Ltd .; Commercia l Airway a Ltd.; Britiah Columbia Air · 
ways Ltd.; Canadian Airways Ltd. 

They are all listed In Sanabrla.'e Air Mail Catalogue
Collect ion of 14 Differe nt-Price . . . . • . . . . • . • . . . . . . $10.00 

CENTURY STAMP CO. 
1253 Mc Gill College Ave. Eat. 1900 Montreal, Ca nada 

WE WISH TO ~ BUY 
PACKETS • COLLECTIONS 

SETS • Sl NGLE STAMPS 

As the largest wholesal~ stamp fl~m in the 
United ,Statea, we are constant buyers of large 
wholesale quantities and collections of all kinds of 
postage stamps. 

Send us a detailed list of you r offers, which w111 receive our 
prompt, careful attention. Our booklet "It You Have Stampa To 
Sell" will be sent free on request, (If you do n'Ot already know us); 
this bookllet Includes references and! describes our buainee.e ln f ull eo 
that you may deal with us In complete confidence. 

H. E. HARRIS & CO. 
108 Massachusetts Ave., Boston, Moss. 
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Geo. E. Foster 
Philatelic Printer 

Box 174 Bordentown, N. J . 

P ersonal Stationery a Specialt y 

The 

PHILATELIC 
MAGAZINE 

(EstaJb. 1&7.fi) 
Is your guld:e to British Em
pire and world collecting, and 
keeps you up to date with la
test stamp events. 

- FULLY ILLUSTRATED ·
Yearly subscription $1.60 

Sample copy free on request 
HAR RIS PUBLICAT IONS LTD. 

445 St rand, London, E ng. 

Universal Postal Union 
Commemorative& 

B-ecause this ad Is made u·P 2:1 days 
~efore you receive It, and because U. 
P . U.'s are rapddly fluotuating in pri·ce, 
it Is aimost useless for me to quote 
my prices. Be assur-ed that I wlll han
dle your requests at reasonable prices. 

Niagara Loose Leaf Stamp Sections, 
in business for over 2() ye!a.rs, has pu.b
llshedi quadrllled pa;ges for the U. P. U. 
commemorat!ves. Printed on heavy rag 
content HamJil1ermill Bond ledger pa
per, the pages are punched for the 
standar.d vhrlee-.ring 'b.inder. Pages 
dome in sectionS> of 25 for $1.00 • .Sam
ple page on request. 

F111 up the spaces of the inexpensive 
Foreign Stamps 1m. your collectl'on by 
requ'Csting spec.!ally made-up books, c.-f 
500 stamps ea;ch, arranged numeri<:ally 
by country. Th.irby-slx diMerent books 
in tMs series, priced at half caJtalog 
with d·lscounts of 5% up beginning 
with purchases of $2.50 or more from 
a selectlon- 15,000 diffenent stamps to 
choose from and: some coi.IJlltl1es over 
50% complete. 

Superior High Quality Packets -
1,000 dit.f. $1.50; 5,0•00 dLff. $1'2. 50. 

RUSSELL ALLISON 
712-17th St., Niagara Falls, N~ York 

Classified Topics 
Reserved fo~ Memters of B.N.A.P.S. 
Rates 2c per word. Minimum 15 worda 
per ad. Three insertions at the prtce 
of two. 500 words, at will. ~4. 00 pay
able In advance. Socott'e numbere used 
unless otherwlae specified. 

I collect Canada only~For Sale or Ex
change-Stationery; B. C. La.ws; Plate 
Nos; Flag Cancels. C. B. D. Garrett, 
Box 512, Cranbrook, B. C. 

CANADA, NEWFOUNDLAND, BRIT
T:SH COLO:-<'IES, UNITED STATIDS. 
Older Issues for serious colleoto.-a. 
References. Want Lists. E. K. Allen, 
Stamp .Studio, 5 Chestnut St., Hall
tax, N. S. 

STAMPLESS COVERS OF CANAOA 
wanted for my collection. Pleaae price 
Individual covers. Hugh McLellan, 
Champlain, N. Y. 

WANTED - NEWFOUNDLAND - · 
EIS'SAYS - PROO~S - FORGERIES 
- COiVERS. Scotts 24 to 31 ONLY. I 
will 'buy or trade good Nfld. for any 
I can use. Ken. Mlnuse, 1236 Grand 
Concourse, Bronx 56, N. Y. 

CAINIA:DlAN PLATE BLO.OKiS--!Since 
1927. vvanted to buy or exchange. T. 
B. Higg"!nson,. Finch, Ont., Canada. 

SEND 10c for attractive 36-page mag
azine with full information. For the 
greatest value in Philately JOIN: 
Stamp Collectors• Exchange Club, B.:>x 
2.A, Hic:kson, Ont. 

LAST CALL 
Unreserved Public Auction 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
May 8, 9, 10 , 

The "Richard Spier" 
Collection of 

British America 
and United Stat es, wit h BRITISH 
NORTH AMERICA st rongly repre· 
sented. An Executor's sale. 

H, !(. Harmer Inc. 
The Roosevelt Auctioneers 

32 E. 57th S t., N. Y. 22, N. Y. 
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A Reprint Feature 

THE THREE CENT SMALL QUEEN 
ISSUE OF CANADA 

By L. D. SHOEMI.AKER 

Thia important work ia preaented to readers of BNA Topic• through the cour• 
toay of the author and the publiaher-s of "Stamp•" Maga zine, wherein it ap· 
peared in March 1941. 

Among all the &tamps or Canada 
there Is n'Oile which haa a.rtorded me 
mot·e .eaa.UB'tll>Ctlon amd pleasure In col· 
lecting and studying than the Be value 
ot t·he "Small cent11" Isaue. The oppor
tunity to apeclallze In •the l9tli Cen
tury Stamps ot Oa.nada Is usually left 
to the collector with a Cat J)OCketbook. 
However, there are several denom1na
t1oll'8 of the Small Cent.e Issue whJch 
ca.:n be obtained by one ot average 
means In quantl'tles neceeeary for the 
desired study and research. 

I selected the Sic value 0'! this Issue 
because It Is a.vallalble In large quan
tltlea, Is rich 1n both major and minor 
varieties, and a.trords many Interest
Ing studies tn SHADES, PERF'O~A
TIONS, P.AiPElRS and CANOELLA· 
TJONS. 

This Issue ot sta,mpa waa engra.ved 
and printed by the Brl'tlsh-Amerlcan 
Ba.nk Note Co. In Montreal and Otta
wa, and the sta.mpa a.re commonly re
ferred to ae either Montreal or Ot
talwa printings. The rfJJ)uted date of 
F.IRST ISSUE 18 Januas")' U, 1870, but 
the !!ret dated copy tbat has lbeen 
found Is January 15, 1870. 

In the "American J oumal o! Phila
tely" tor Auguat 20, 1869, I find the 
following: "08.nada Is shortly to have 
a new set 0'! stamps. Taking a leMo:>n 
trom our own country It seems they 
are abou't to alter th~r &tamps to 
make them smaller so aa to save pa
per. 'l\he head will rema.ln exll>Ctly the 
same as now, but the !ra.me and mar
gin around the head w111 •be consider
ably less." 

No other amnouncement or the new 
series was made, so far u I have been 
able to di8COver, and! the new strunJ~ 
were Introduced, apparently, only as 
rut as .;tocks of the "Large Cents" !s
aue on hand were used up. In thle 
connection, I ·have found the next 
comment regarding the 'Change, was 
made by the "American Journal o.! 
P hilately" on February 20, 1870, viz.: 

"The Stamps Olf. the New Domint:m 
have now made their appoa.ra.noe, :J.J, 
tered as deoscrl'bcd ·bY us In August. 
1869 " "Although not specl11ed, t hl!l 
statement referr.OO to the Be stamp, 
and Its a.ctuaJ. lsaue was pro'bably In 
J anuary." 

A collector 0'! O&oo.odla.n Sth.mps be
ot!ween 1870 and 1897 muet have round 
the period a very m'OnO'tonous one. In 
addition to the eight denom.lnations uf 
the "SMIALL ·CENTS" ISI!IUe th ere were 
only the following other stamps Issued 
during these twenty-sevoo years, v!z.: 

115c Large Cente-1868 to 1900 
lie Large Cents-187-5 to 187S 
2-5-8c Regl.stration-187>6 
2{)-liOe Wldo.ws Weed~t-1<893 

In my opinion. the l!etlngs of Scott 
and Glbbons do not do full justlice to 
the many varieties ot the 3c stamp. 
Jarr&tt's Sta.n·dard B. N. A. Catalogue 
of 1927 Hsts some seventeen va.rletles, 
lbu't the Information furnlehed tor the 
PUI<POBe 0'! showing how to arrive at 
the listings Is somewhat dJalku lt to 
grasp. However, his binary and gov
ernmental etatlstlos are very fine, and 
I quote freely from his book on them. 

To obtain the .required results In the 
classlfl·catlon of the Sic Sma.Jl Cents 
Issue, I have during a period of five 

~:k" ~2 
~o\ ·'I; 
~X 'I, 

~ J[ 

~~ :.nxv ~ 

VERTICAL 
WOVE 

HOQIZONTAL 
-WOV£ 

(F~.:t) 
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to s ix years examined many thousand 
copies Including a very l:u-ge coflectlon 
borrow~' from D r. K. M. Day of PLtU!
bl.lrgh, Pa. :.\flany a start was ma1e, 
and the result would seem satisfactory 
until at some stage ther"C would be a 
con'f.llct. At last a ca lend•rur was form
ed which helped me to eliminate tht>ac 
dl·fflcultles. 

In the claosstrlcatlon of the prlntln~s 
I have mken the following major fac
tors Into con,slderatlon, viz.: PAPER, 
PERFORAIT:IION'S, PQSL'l'llON DOT!', 
SHADES or COLOR and DATED 
COP\l:EJS. By combining these I feel 
that a definite cla.ssifllcatlon can he 
given to ea-ch printing. 

Let u s consider each factor separ
ately before stat'ting to CO'llllbine the 
rl!sults. 

Paper 

Of fll"8't Importance In th e classJrl
catfon of the Small Cents Issue !s 
knowl~e of the paper In theo varl
ou., prlntln<ga. (ThLs knowle-dge Is from 
a layman's viewpoint and no set of 
Instruments Is required, nothing other 
than a good pair of eyes and a sen'IC 
of feel. ) 

MJONTREA:L PfR.INTD\QS, a r e on a. 
Cine to good quality paper with a 
smooth chalky feel. 

OTTAWA P.RlllNTINGS, are on a 
poor quality paper, toned yellowish, 
h.a,ve a. rough feel, and In many ln
s tallJCes the aniline d.ye shows through 
the stamps. 

T o get the FEEL ot the stampS try 
pa.sslng a dry !Inger ovc1· the printed 
stu•face of a RiOSE. SHADE or MJ0,\1-
TREAL ,ST.A.MP, and you will find 
thll.Jt it has a smooth sat:lny or chalky 
feel, and there Is no embos.slng ap
pearance, while the Ottawa stal!ll't s vf 
brig>ht Ve~·mlllon will have. a rough 
feel due to the heavy emlb<>Slf.dng nnd 
poorer quality of paper. 

lt Is ve1-y probable that the Inks 
used In th e Ottawa printings contained 
a greater amo•Jnt of dryer than those 
of the Montreal printin-g. 

When referrLng to V!E'Rfl'JiOAL or 
HORIZONTAL w<>ve paper, I r efer to 
the small points o.f light formed by 
the cross mesh of the wlro screen ' n 
the manufacturing ()( the paper. The 
points of light fo.rm a vm·Ucal or hor
Izontal .r.ow at dots or dlamomils. (.See 
Fig. 1) 

MONTREAL-Under thla heading 

the following "Groups" cxf pa'))er will 
'be found. 

Group "A"-Jan. 1870, A tin& q uality, 
toned, 8mooth surface, opaque pa.per, 
with a horizontal wove mesh. 

Group "B"-JJec. 1810, A hard 
smooth surmce, toned paper with the 
d'eslgm showing through and a ve.rtlcal 
wove mesh. · 

Group "C"-Dec. 1870,-RARE-- A 
thick sort opaque, toned white pal)er 
with a horizontal wove meS'h, perfor
ations u~&ually adherlng. 

Group "D"-July 1<!172, A medium 
weight, toned wltlte, pebbly surt:a.ce 
paper with a horizontal wove mesh. 

Grou1> "E''-.fan., 1872, A thLn toned 
white 'Pebbly surface paper with a hor
Izontal wove mesh; the desig n shows 
through this paper. 

Group "F'-:\lareh 1873, A medium 
weight pebbly surface toned yellowish 
paper with a horizontal wove mesh. 

'Group "G"-Marc.h 1'878, A med1um 
we'ight pe'b'bly sunface paper toned yel 
lowish with a v~lcal wove m!!$h. 

OTTAWA-Under this bee.dlng the 
following "Groups" of pa.l)m- will be 
found. 

G:roup "H"-Oot. 6,. 1-S88, A medlum 
weight, poo.r quality t oned yellowish 
paper w:th a vet'tlcal wove mesh, ;with 
an anll1ne dye showing through. 

Grou·p "J"-0ct. 1895, a medla m 
weight, pOor quality, tvned yellowish 
pa])er, with a horizontal wove mesh, 
the anl'llne dye showlng through. 

Perforations 

In checking the perforo.tlons, a suit
aJble ga.uge Is very necessary, one that 
Is d1v!dc.d Into qullirtei!' perforations. 
I have selooted the R. Roberts gauge, 
It is accepted as one o! the highest o! 
quality and is so divided. 

M<>ntro.'\1 Prln tlngs, we find the fol
lowing oper.lloratlo.ns, viz.: 
L2 x12 - 1870--71--72-77 -80-82-84-85-~6 
ll'%x1Z - 187.3 
u * x12 -1870-713--7o-76-77 -18-179-81 
U*Xll*-1873 
1'2 X'l!2 \4-1883-85-•86- 87 -88 
1'2,%x1•2%-11870 (Vc.ry Rare) 

Ottawa Printings, we find th& fol
lowing perforations, viz.: 
12 x12 --188~-90-92 

12 x12 ~-1888-89-91-93 to 97 
12\4X'12 \4-1:888 

'!The perfor.atlo.n 12%x1'2% 1s a Cop
per Red, and the description of the 
pape.r Is the aam& as 1n the Firat 
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Prlntln.g or 187<0. I believe th1s ex
treme rarity deserve& a cla!lllilflcatlon 
In the ma jo.r catalog li&Ungs. In Jar
rett's oatalog or B. N. A. 1927, be 
mentions three known copies. howevar, 
I can list tlwenty-slx known copies, 
which are as follows (19-41): 

copies 
Dr. L. L. Re'ford, Montreal, Can ... 19 
Dr. K. M. Day, Pittsburgh, Pa ..... 4 
NeiltOn Bond. Roanoke, Va ......... 1 
L. G. Firth, McKeesprt, Pa. . . . . . . 1 
L. D. Snoemaker, Loitewood, Ohio . 1 

To Mr. Firth should go th e credit for 
flr~:rt ca111ng attention to this rarity 
a,nd to him we are also indelootoo tor 
the earliest known da.ted oover, Feb
.ru:ary 10, 1870. 

oDue to the extreme rarity of this 
stam p and the earliest k.nown cony 
(dating so close to the Flt'8't Prlntln•g) 
I would. In my QIPinlon, term 'It as a 
perforat:lon variety 0'! the Ji'lrst Print
Ing and have nO't -clal!l&ed It under a 
se·prurate p.r'lntlng head. 

1 have had some ve-ry Interesting 
cor.responden~e on this rare perfora
tion and w111 quote from several of 
the lettere. 

Dr. L. L. Retord l!'tateoa. "il have sev
enteen copltl<!l oft cover and. trwo cov
ers with the L2~x12~ P&n!ooa.tlon. The 
cover11 are both from St. John, N. B., 
bela.rtng the 2 ring #7 cancellation, 
my eorUerst d81ted cover Is April 6th, 
1870. The seventeen copies off cover 
bea.r ca.ncellatlone ~rom the following 
cltles:-seven copies !:rom St. JOihn, 
N. B. (.2 ring #154); 1 copy rrom Fred
ericton. N. B. (2 ring #1.1); 1 lfrom 
T.ruro. N. s. (2 ring #f>-4); 1 Oval N. S. 
Grid; 2 N. B. ·R't. J ohn Grid; 1 Halifax 
& Pictou R. W. Y.; 1 St. John, N. B., 
Tow.n De.te ce.ncellatlon; '1 wi'Cie bars: 
1 pen ·canceHatlon; 1 Sydney, N. B. (2 
ring #l'CJ} . I have gone over about 
20,{)100 3c 18170'11 and ·the e.bove cop leo~~ 

a.re all I have found." 
.Dr. K. M. Day wMtes, "I have at 

the IJ)Tese<n•t one mlnlt copy and three 
used ones. T\vo of m:y .copiE!\81 have the 
two dng numeral (7) f·rom ,St. John, 
N. B .• and the third one the numeral 
cancel from Truro (54). '£.he Sltamp ls 
extremely rare and I have found only 
the above coplca out oC several thou
s a nd copies o! the c·~er Red ~haie 
of the Flr&t Prlllltlng. All copJ.ee I 
.have seen Me the ~or and shade o! 
the Firat Printing." Dr. Day fUrther 
state.. "For aome ye&.ra 1 apecu1ated 

on the possib1\ity of the Ulh perfora
tion 'being a trial or lnltla~ prlntlng 
ot the 3c, because of the early date on 
the Firth cover. I dou•bt this now aa I 
have seen a number of the Sc C()ll)per 
Red cancelled In Jrunuary 1870 with 
normal l)eT'fora:tlons." 

Therefore I believe the J>"eEient evl
de=e sum11 up to: 1-T he 3c Parfora
t1on 12¥.. all around oc~urroo on cet·
taln sheets of the First Printing !n 
the Copper Red. 2-Most of the shee~s 
must have gone to St. John, N. B. S
A few sheets must have gone to X ova 
Rcotia (Hali!ax and T.rut'O). 4-Thls 
Is the only postage stamp o! Camada 
whtc.h ·occurs with a 12 ¥.r PCf\toratlon 
all 'round . 

Po•ition Dots 

l''rom 1870 to 1880, with the exocep
tlon of the teet ma.rglnal flr&t vertlc.tl 
r ow of stamps, the pooition or guide 
<iots apopeat· In the lower left corner. 
outside the margin of desigm, and 
rarely does the design cover this dot. 

·Some authorlitlea claim thes-e posi
tion dots appear until 18'88, at w'hlch 
time the government oro.ered the 
printing done by the British-American 
Bank Note Co. In Ottawa, rather than 
at their otflce In Montreal. However. 
e. close study 0'! many dated Montreal 
cop'les showe mSJD.y cooplea /between 
1880 a nd 1888 do not have the position 
dots. 

FTom 1888 to L897, (The Otta.wo. 
Printings) no position dots a'l'e found 
with the exception of run ooculon:1.l 
one appearing on. the rlg!ht or left 
band side of the outer rim ot the me
dallion about half way up the stamp. 
Those appearing on the 1eft side are 
more scarce than those on the right 
side. 

Color and Shade. 

The ma:terlals used In the Early 
Montreal prtntiln:gs or the a·c st:amp 
were, viz. : 

8 p!\Jrts RO'se Pink, 2 parl$ Orange 
1\<flneral, 2 parts Pe.rs1an Red, 2· parta 
Patent Dryer. 

T.he a:bove formula of the Ingredi
ents used for thl& inlc were taken f'l'Om 
a fly leaf of a note-book whlcl1 was 
reputed to be the pro-perty of the Brit
Ish-American Bank Note c ·o. amd Ill 
now owned by ClarellJCe W. Brazer ot 
N- York. 

Any varia.tlon In the quwntltle~~ of 
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each tngredlent woul'<l create a. new 
shade. Also, oxldiza.tton must be tak
en tnto consideration on. certain 
stamps, namely, the prmt1ngB or 1875-
76, and all or the Otta.wa printings. 

As a genera.1 rule all oi! the ln·ks 
are kn()Wn as a mineral dye, but Ulere 
are exceptions such as the Rose Cac
mlne or 1888, Which is am aniline dye 
as are the later IISsueiS ot the Ot.ta.wa 
printings. All aniline dyes will run 1n 
hot water and should be hanoled tn 
cold wat~. 

Con gldera ble dt!flculty is experi
enced to determine the color or CO'p
per R ed, or Jarrett's Indilll!l Red. I 
have called this "Coppe.r Red" for I 
believe It bet ter descr!Jbes the color. 
H owever. for thos e \v'ho continue to 
have trouble with this shade. I would 
rel!er them to the shade of the 3'il 

Large Cenbs Issue, as the same Ink 
was used for botb the stamps. 

A II R ose Rha<les are dated between 
1870 and 187'5, while all O'thea-s are 
Vermllloo, with the exception of the 
Rose Carmine of 1888. 

The Montreal Printings are not eus
ceptl~le t o oxl<ltza.Uoo, with the ex
ception CYf the printings of 187>5-76. 
The Otta.wa printings are all susceu
tlblle t o oxidization and are to be 
found tn all shades of brown and even 
black. Oxidi zed stamps may be re
stored to their original color bY bath
Ing them Ln a &Olutton of Hydrogen
Peroxide a fter whic'h they shoul'<l be 
rinsed In cold! water. 

Foa: clas61flcation bhe colors have 
been di vlded Into t'he following claaees 
with dated ceyples used. 

Cower Red . . . . . . . . . . . . 1870 
Pale Du11 Rose . . . . . . . . 1870 
Rloee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1871 
Rose Red . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1811'1. 
Cannln e Red .... ........ 1S71 
Rose-Orange . . . . . . . . . . . 1U2 
Pale Rose . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1873' 
. Faded Roee Reid . . . . . . . . 187' 
Browm Red: . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1'873' 
.Orange . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18.74 
·Red-Brown . . . . . . • . . . . . 18!76 
Orange-ROO. . . . . . . . . . . . . 187'6 
·Dull Orange . . . . . . . . . . . . 1877 
Orange Vea-m1llon . . . • . . 187'9 
Ve rml11on . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . 1880 
Dull Vermilion . . . ... . 1881-8~ 
Roee Cannlne . . . . . . . . . . 1888 
Pale Rose Ca:rmlne .... ·• . 1889 
Faded Vermlllon ........ 1892 
Pale Venn.lllon .......••• lW 

Bright Vermilion 1896 

Dated Copi .. 

ln view of p!l"'I.Ct!Jcally no govern
mental or printers' recorda •being a
vallable on this Issue, It fa only 
thr'ough dated ceypi&S that any dates 
ma-y be assigned to t!hte dlt'rersnt var
Ieties. The dates used do not Infer 
that tJhey are t'he earliest to b& found 
oa: the actu·al dates C1f printing; how
ever, they are the earlleost dated CO!J
Ies ~n this <.ollectlon or round In Dr. 
Day's collection or submitted to me 
by various collectors. 

Cla .. ifi~ation of t he P rint ing• 

The foregoing factors, viz..: POSI
TION D0'11S, PER.FORA.TlONIS, PA
PER and COLOR, may loe arranged 
under the tollowtng cla.eees: 

Class #l-Januacy 16, 1870. f'!.per 
Group "A" Horizontal Meslh. Perfora
tion l!Zxl:2. ColO«', Copper Red. 

Class #~A-<A.ugust 1, 18-70. Paper 
Group "A" Horizontal Meslh. Pedora
.tton. 1•2x1'.2. Color, Pa.l.e Dull Rose. 
Note: Change In oolor of ink. 

Class # :2B-Delcember 24, 1o8 7(): Pa
pea- Group "B" Vertical 'Me.sdl. Perfor
ation 12x12. Color, Rose. Note: Color 
and mesh of the ~per ha& been 
changed. 

Class #<3-Dec. 29, 18'10. "Paper 
Group, "B" Vertical Mesh. Per&ratlon 
12x:l2. C'olor, Rose Red. Note: Color 
has been cb.a.ng>ed. 

Cla.'ffl # •4-Jan. 14, 187•1 (Rare ). P~
pe.r Group, "C" Horizontal Me-sib. Per
(O<l1lltlon, 1'2xJ.'2. Color. Ca'!"'lllne Red. 
Note: This is a vocy thick sO't't paper, 
the perforations u-sually adhering to 
the stamp. It Is possible thllll stamp Is 
as rare as the 12*x12'ia perforation. 

C1ass #5-Jan. 8, 1872. Palper Group 
' 'E" Horizontal Mesh. P&r'foratlon, 12 
xl2. Color, Rose Orange. Note: Pat>er 
Is one dt poCYrer quality and the de
sign Shows l'hrough . 

CllllfJs #~'-July 1J5, 187.2. 'Paper 
.Group, ''D" Horizontal Mealh. P ortora
tlon, l2x12. Color, Pale Rose. Note: 
Paper •reverts to a. better quality, 
there Is also conslder:&~ble eha.nge :n 
thiC color of the Ink. 

Clla88 #7-Dec., 18'73. Pa.per Gro11p, 
"D" Horizontal Mesh. Perforation, 
u,.xll~. Color, Faded Roae Red. 
Note: Change In the perfOT&tlon. 

Class #8-1872. Paper Group. "D" 
HorlZon tal Mellb. Perton.tloo, 11. 1)6.X 
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111)'&. Color, Pale Rose. Note: Ohange 
in the color ot the Ink. 

Cku!s #9-March 6, 1873. Paper 
Group, "D" Jlorlzonta.l Mesh (Whl~e 

Paper). Perforation. 11%xll1%. Color, 
Brown Red. Note: T'hhr is the first nf 
the Vermlllon shades, also a change 
In t·he per!oratlonos and it Is tlhe only 
wMte or untoned• pape«" used in a.ny 
of t he prl·ntlngs. 

Clal!$ #10-Sept. 1873. Pape>r Group, 
"B" Vm-tlca.l Mesh. Perforation, 11 ¥.ax 
1'2. Color, 01'&1loge. Nme: Re'Verts to 
"B" paper with the vertical mesh, 
also a change In the perforation. 

ClasS' #11- June 25, 1875. Paper 
<koup, ''E" Horizontal MeSh. Perfora
tion, lll)'&x12. Color, Red Brown. Not e : 
A change In the perforation, paper and 
Ink. 

Class #'12---.Sept. 25, 1876. Paper 
Group, "F'• Horizontal Mcll!h. Perfor'l· 
Hon, 12x1'2. Color, Orange Red. 'Note: 
Change In the paper, pertocMion and 
Ink. 

Class #18-.DeiC. 1, 1876. Paper Group 
"D" IIorlzon.taJ Mesh. Perforation, 
l:ll)'&x12. Color, Red Brown. Note: This 
paper Is hard. 

Class #H--Jan. 9, 1877. ~perGroup 
"F'' Horizontal Mesh. Perforat ion, 12x 
1:2. Color, DuU Orange. Note: Reverts 
to the 12x12 pertoratlon. . 

Class #1J5--July 3·, 1877. Paper Group 
"F'' Horizontal Mes>h. Perforation, 
ll~:X:12. Color, Dun Orange. Note: 
Change In perforat'ion. 

Class # 16-March, 18.78. Paper 
Grou·p, "G" Vertlce.l Mesh. PerfiorM.Ion 
ll%xl2. Color, Dull Orange. Noto: A 
change In the quaUty of paJp& and 
Vertical meeh. 

Class #17- March H, 1879. Paper 
Group, "F" Horizontal :Mesh. P erfor· 
atlon, 11%x12. Color, Orange Verm!l
ton. Note: Change In the Ink color and 
the me.sh of the pa.per. 

' Class #18--January 20, 1880. PM>OC 
(koup, "F" Horizontal Mesh. Pel1tol':l · 
tlon, 12x12. Color, Vermilion. Note: 
Change In the- pe-rforation. 

Clae:.s #19-Se.pt., 1882. Paper Gnoup 
"G'• Vert'lcal Mesh. Perfo·ratlon, ll%x 
12. Colot·, Du'll Vermilion. 

Class # '20--.J'anuary 20, 1882•. Paper 
Groul), "G" Vertical Mesh. Perfora
tion, 12x12. Color, Vermilion. 

Class #'1.1--Jan. 20, 1883. Paper 
G roup "E" Horizontal !\ioesh. Perfora
tion, 12x12 '.i. Color, Dull Vannlllon. 
Not e: This Is the first o! t he 12x12~ 

perforations also, the ,paper Is thinner 
and poorer In quality. 

Class #'?.2-Feb. 1, 1884. P&per Group 
•·F" Horizontal :Meeh. Per!O>ratlon, 12 
x1-2. Color, Dull Vermilion. 

Class # 23-Ma.y 2. 1885. Paper 
Group, "G" Vertical Mesh. Pertore.tlon, 
12x12. Color, Vermilion. 

Class # '24-Aprll 20, 11lS.6. Paper 
Group, "F'" Horlzon.tal Mesh. Per!ora· 
Lion, 12x12. Color, Orange. 

C~as.s # 2•5- 18815-86-87. Paper Grou·p, 
"F" 'Horizontal Me'Sh. Pei·roraUon, 112x 
12'X'l2~. Color, Brown Red. 

Class #U--June 18, 1S87. Paper 
Group, "G" Vertical Meeh. P erforation, 
12x12~. Colr, Brown Red. 

Class# 27- Feb. 4, 1888. Paper Group 
"F'• Horiz>ont:a.l r.lesh. Perforation, 12 
x12%,. Color, Dull Orange. 

Class # .28--'Sept. 18, 1888. Paper 
Group, "E" H orizontal Mesh. Per!ora
tlon, l12X·l!2~. Color, Dun Orange. Note. 
T.here was a change In tlhe quality ur 
paper, which waJs slmllar vo that used 
ln the printings o.f 1-812. 

Class # ·'1.9--0ct. 6, 1888. Pa.oper 
Group, "H" VenUcal Mesh. PeJ'I!oratlon, 
1>2x12%, or 12%,x12%,. Color. R06e Car
mine. Note: This Is one 0'! the major 
changes In lihls stamp In C'Olor and 
quaHty of paper. This was Ute t!rst 
stamp Issued In the new Ottawa. 0 !
tioe. 

Class # 3().-Dec. 17, 1888. Paper 
Group, "E" Horizontal Mesh. P enfora
tlon, 12x.12~. Color, Pale Rose Car
mine. Note: The color Is much paler 
and the mesh of l!he paper re.verts •O 
a !horizontal mesh. 

Class # 31-Sept. 2, 1889. Paper 
Grouop, "J" Horizontal Mesh. Perfora
tion, 12x12. Color. Vermilion. 

Class #32-Aprll 28, 1890. Papsr 
Group, "J" Horizontal Mesh. Perfora
tion, 12rt'l.. Color, Bright Vermilion. 

Class #33-Aprll 23, 1891. Paper 
Qll'oup, "E" Horizontal Mesh. Perfora
tion, 12x.le%,. Color, Pale Vermilion. 

Class #33a-May 9, 189>1. Paper 
Group, "J" Horlz>on'tal Me.&b. Perfora
tion, l!2x12. Color, Pale Plnklah Rose. 

C lass # 184-Jan. 6, 189'2. Pa'J)-et· Orou·J> 
"J'• Horizontal Mesh. Perforation, 12x 
12. C'olor, Pale Vermilion. 

Class # ·35- Jan. 24, 189>3-94-96. Pa.
pe<r Group, "J~ Horizontal Mesh. 
Perforation, ttx12%,. Color Vermilion. 

Class #36--0ct. 15, 189>S · 9~-97. Pa
per Group, "J" Horizontal Meeh. Per
foration, 12x12~. Color, Bright Ver -
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mllion. 
Class #fJ'l-~. 18, 1894. Paper 

Group, "G'' Vertical MeSh. P~ratlon, 
12xU. Color, Vermilion. 

Gum 

Gum as an lndicaltlon of date Is m 
the aa.me category as paper, as there 
are certain dl.stlnotions which will help 
to dlvtdo them. 

#1-1870-173; the gum used during 
this period Is smooth and generallY 
whiter tl\an that wbil-ch follows, t\1-
though sometimes It appears slightly 
on the brownish Unge. 

#2- 1873-78; the gum Is genElll'ally 
st.realcy and browner than the OM'lY Is
sue. 

#S-1878-88; the gum is no longer 
s t renky but Is more brown. 

#4-1888--97; (Ottawa Printings). 
~he gum Is browner and thicker than 
any rx>revlously used, also llke the pa
per, It Is poore.r f.n quality than that 
use<! In the Mont-real Printings. 

Ribbed .Pa per 

It Ill' reported there baNe been found 
the 3c on Ribbed Paper. I have nev~r 
examined one, but have severa.l of the 
2c and the 10c In my collection. Some 
authorities are of the opinion that the 
parallel verUca.l llne!s on the surta.ce 
ot tlhe stamp wre only In the printing 
ot the stamp. Proba.bl'Y a good explan
ation Is that the ribs a.re ca.uaed t)y 

the use of a pad or cloth under the 
,pwper diUrlng the printing, t'liereby 
causing the dampened paJper to take 
tlhe gra1n of the pad when the pre~Ssure 
was applied In the prlntln•g. 

Imprints 

Ja.rrett's catalog gives a very com
plete report on this subject with ex
cepUon to one additional Imprint 
which Is as !ollow.s: The 1Jn1)rlnt ,a 
47 mm. long by 1 ~ mm. high. It Is a 
strip oC color with colorless lette.t's 
-reading British-American RANK 
NOTE 'Co. Montrea:l & Ottwwa'. Please 
note the "Bank Note" are In all Ro
man Capitals whlle the rest l·s In Up
per and Lower Case letters. 

'Plate Va r iet iea 
Due to the great number of y&ara 

this stamp WIUI In use It Is only natur
al that a large number of plates were 
used and that some were u.sed for a 
conBiderable length ot time. It t. to 

be expected that a. large nUnVI>Elll' of 
worn ~lates, Teboucbes, re-entri~. 
d'ouble-transfers should be the reault. 
I will mention a number ot them that 
I have In my collect\on or ha:ve been 
shown to me,. however, I euppoae it is 
only a partial list of those tihat could 
be found If the proper time and elt!ort 
were put to it. All var.letlea mentioned 
are proven with two or more copies 
from my collection o1· that of Dr. Day. 

Mont real Va r iet iu 
1-.JI'he complete bottom frame line 

Is doubled. 
2-There Is a 6'1llall double tra.nsfer 

In the "N" of Canada, also In the left 
"8"' and the outer frame line near •.he 
'bottom of the left "3." 

3-There Is a. strong doubling of 
the lett "3" and In the "CEN" of 
cents. Dated COPY l.J87>5. 

>t-There Is a strong doubting of 
the left "3" and In the "CEI:NT" ->f 
cents, also on the left side of tme ova.!. 

15-The upper right pearl is doubled 
a:s In the lower right, also the "ENTS" 
ot cents and the lett "8." 

6-There is a strong ecratch run
ning from tlle bottom oC the "E" In 
centa out past the back oC the neck, 
copies In Nelson Bond's and J. l\i. 
Sta.bn's collection dwted 187~. 

7-The lett pearl Is douf:>lod lUI Is 
the lett halt ot tbe bottom frame line, 
also the "A..~AD'' of oanada. and the 
"POIS'£GE" ot postaJge. 

Ottawa Varietiu 
8-Tihere 1s a fine example of a 

down shift In the left pearl, In the 
"N" of Cana.dll, the bottom of the 
oval, the lower part of the le:t't "8," 
the "'CElNT" of cents and the entire 
bottom !came line. Dated copy 1894. 

9-Tbe right doubling ot the upper 
right ornament, the three Ul)J)et' leaves 
ot. the lower right ornament, the lower 
right part of the oval In the ri81ht "3," 
and the "NS" of cents. Dated 189-1. 

10-.A down d'Oubltng of die - le-ft 
pearl, the letters "C'AINAD'' ot Can
ada, "·CEN'• of cents and the lert "1." 
Dated 1891. ' 

111-.A. shi:l~t In the outer tra:me lines 
ot tihe up·per left orn·a.ment. 

12-Both pearls are doubled and the 
upper r ight ornament as well as the 
frame line under the right "3." Dated 
1896. 

13-Botb pearls are doubled a.nd the 
top of the upper r~t orna ment also 



lOll BN!A TORICIB 

th& ·"GNlD'' O't Canada and the "POIST
GE" of Postage. 1894. 

14'-A right shift in the oval, the 
upper right ornament and the leaves 
In the lower right ornament. Dated 
1895. 

One of the most Interesting varieties 
that has come to my atten.tlon .Is a 
"double strike'' in Dr. Day's collecoUon. 
TMs double printing is so g reatly ')ff 
a lignment that the CAN.AID!A. of ~he 
oft-cent pl"lln.t curves from the Queen's 
jaw to hell' nostrils. In actdltlon,. the 
Imprint "Montreal" runs vertlcaHy 
through the on-centered stamp from 
the left 3 to the 'back of the Queen's 
hea-d. Tht\s Sltam1p is a used Montr eal 
P.rt.nting, and Is NOT an off-set doUJble 
printing. 

Other Collection'• Can Be Formed 

While collecting the "Small Cents" 
3c in Its various printings you will 
find a great am·ount of collectible nut
teorial, v i:&: OO'Iik Cancellations, Towns, 
RaHwaya, Ter.ritory, etc. 

Cork Cancellation• 

The postmasters of the period nf 
th e "Small Centls" probably caught 
the "Fancy Caruceillation Fever" from 
our Postmasters in the United States 
for they became very a rtistic wi•th 
their designs, .ranlging from ).fascmlc 
E mr:Jl ems, Stars, Orowns, Postimaster's 
In1tlals, Faces, · Cogwheels, Geometr!'cal 
and many others. Fred J.M11'ett's book 
iS> a very good guide and qu•ite com
plete on this subjeoot. 

Town Cancellation 

During this period the T o·wn Can ~el 
Killer was used to a great extent for 
cancelling the stamps so it .is possl'!:>le 
to get many stamps wi•th the complete 
town name on. It Is very interesting 
to obtwln an old map of 1890 or there
about and tra.ce the location of the-se 
towns. Y'llu will find tihls a very Inter
esting subject, 'l'he same can be said 
of the Railway Cancellations. 

Besides the collect'ore mentioned 
throug~hout the article credit should 
go to the ·folloiW'Ing men for tlieir '0 -
operalt!on In both material and advice: 
Roy Woodhouse of Hamilton, <:>nt., 
Charles Brls1ey,. Detroit, Mich., and 
Nelaon BQQd, Roanoke, Va. 

Various & Sundry 
By Geo. E. Foeter 

If you are using S 'cott's for 1949 or 
p rio·r yoo.r.s, ·better check with the 19,50 
edltlon. New BrunswJok has been re
n um:bered and # 11 be~omes # '5 in 
the current edition, and most ()If ths 
otlhGr "cents" have as a consequence 
l>een reshuffled. 

• 
Collectors in the V'icioity <XI' New 

Waterford, X. IS., have recenU.y organ
ized a stamp club. They plan to have 
an exhi-bition in 19•51 for the centenary 
of the firs t issue of .Canadian stamps. 
Herman Dro·bea.ch, New \Va.terford, 's 
the .secretary of t!he new organization. 

• • • 
From a correspondent in England, 

writing about .the stamps of Xew 
Brunswick, I am quotin•g a paragraph; 
''.Now you are Interested in the 17 
cent on cover. At present I have not 
got one, but in my old collection I 
had a pair of 17 cents on an envelope 
ad·dressed to Scotland. Jrt was a 'money 
letter' hen : e the dou'ble rate. T·h e cov
er was dated 1863 but I have no record 
<XI' t!he day and the month. T his cover 
was sold on the 25th of Nov. 1946-
and fetched £ •29." 

• * 
A U. p , dispatch from Dundee, N. S. 

under the date of Feb. 1•5, say>s: "M·rs. 
H. B. Andr ew.s, 81, quit h er job <\8 

postmistress today aftGr she and her 
late husband had held it tor a ~om
blned total <XI' 66 years.'' 

.All .. . Copy 
Advertising 
Correspondence 

Concerning this magazine should now 
be addressed to: 

Gordon ·p . Lewis 
13 Eaetern Ave. 
Brampton, Ont, 
Canada, 
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KING HERE ... il. 
LOOKING TH~ 
-with 1t?Y.ssd! 

"The West End Philatelist," p.u b
l!shed quarterly, Is the house organ or 
David Field Ltd., 7 Vlgo Street, Lon
don W. 1, England. '£his ,;>ublicatlon 
features article& of lntere.st to a 11 
kinds of stamp collectors. In the last 
three Issues of 1949, Mr. vV. T. Elliot 
discusses the Two Cent value of the 
'Newfoundland "Guy" IMue. The coat 
of a.rm9 depicted on the stamp Is not 
that of the London and Bristol Com
pany, as Indicated underneath, but 
that ·granted to the Colon:y- In 1:637. 
The one, .two and ! l ve cent value-s 
were printed In sheets of .200 stamps 
(2 panes or 1QO each) separated ·by a 
margin SSmm wide. Mr. Elliot l!sts 75 
dlstlnct varieties and gives tlhe plate 
p.oslt!on for each one. Since there a r e 
two •J>erforatlons 12x12 and L2x14 'h. 
thhs sLD.mp should prove to be an In
teresting study. The o ther vaJues of 
the Ouy Issue (one and five cents) 
should a lso have a largo number of 
varie ties due to the largo quant ities 
printed. 

• • • 
T he March issue of "The American 

Philatelist," published monthly by the 
American Philatelic Society, has a gen
eral article on the Caribou Jssue of 
Newfoundland. The ba,cl;ground of the 
Issue Is discussed In dnta ll together 
with the quantities printed. 'l'he six, 
eight. t\Telve, fifteen, twenty-tour, and 
thirty-six cent value& were printed in 
quantllles of 50,000 each. T he La tin 
word "ublque" means "Everywhere." 
J arrett reports that the tour and eight 
cent values have been cleverly forged. 
':t:'hese forgeries are reported as being 
worth many times the value of t he 
genuine ones to a spe.cla!lst. The thre~ 
cent value was overprinted to produce 
t wo hundred copies or the Hawker 
airmail stamp of 1919; and the thirty
six cent was ovet1})rlnted fL!ty~ents 

in 1930 Cor the Colwnbla !llght. Why 
the thirty-six c ent value was held !or 
so many years is a great mystery. 

Wonder !! the Meyersons might have 
the answer ? . . . 

In the April 26·th an·d 27th auction 
of Vahan Moz1an o! New York CitY 
were these used blocks of tour: 8U

PCI'Ib centering and lightly cancelled 
Four Dollar Jubilee; (ll!a) 12~ cent 
blue-gr een, perfs. touch -but smudged 
cancel; a nd a (19) 1'1 cent blue, perfs. 
t ouch but nice grid cancel. Also there 
was a l!lve cent (17a) lmpert . Beav~r 
with huge margins on four aides with 
a grid ca!l(:el. Will have the prlce.s 
renllzed !or you next m onth. 

• • • 
In last month's issue or t he "B. N. A. 

T opics,'' Mr. Alfred Peatman of Fair
ville, N. B., requested S'llggestlons on 
how to pr event curl!ng crl s taml)s. 1 
have overcome this fault by liberally 
spreading talcum po.wder over the gum 
or llho s tamps. The pOIWder adheres 
to the gum an·d a:bsorbs future m~is
ture. Excess p.owder on the ta:ce Is 
easilY removed with a cloth. T h:s 
method Is especia.lly recommended tor 
mint sheets. It Is very damp around 
Xlagara Falls but so far I haven't had 
any troll'ble. I looked at some mint 
sheet9 and could not f!nd any trace 
of powder; •howevj:lr, there wa& no 
trace o.! moisture. So, In the ca&e of 
mint 8heets, It may be necessary to 
dust them every six or seven yee.rs. 
Inocldentally t his method Is used wide
ly by stamp w-holesalers to prevent 
waste. 

• • • 
Why couldn't we haNO a regular 

column of the varie ties mentioned in 
Ronald Tuckiwell'a "lFortunate Flaws" 
last month? Wltoh a ll the fly speck 
hunters we have, Including myself. we 
could have a. great column. This could 
also be used as a basis tor the cata
log we have been reading so much a
bout. Is there anyone who would care 
to conduct suoh a column T 
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NEWFOUNDLAND TRAVELLING POST OFFICES 
By LESI1lE M•LTOllELL, B. N. A. P . .S. 

With the Confederation of New
foundland it was only to ·be e:x;pected 
that fresh obliterators would be IB· 
sued to the V'arlous post office& there. 
Ot these. those Issued to the Travel· 
ling Post Ot~lces have long iheld my 
Interest. 

u'nttl the later part of .Tune 1919, 
the old obliterator ot Newfoundland 
was etlll In uee. By mJd-Oetolber ap
parently all the T. P. O.'s were using 
a new type of steel cancel, single line 
23 mm. d1a.m., with the month in Ro-

man numerals and the extreme ter
minals of call shown In abbreviated 
!otters, those on t>he Coastal Boats 
having s. ·S. above t'he doate, with T. 
P. o. at the base ot the circle, :LS 

tYJPea 1-6'. All RatiJway O'blltera.tors 
having R. P. o. at the brute and the 
train number above the date, as tY'Jles 
7-108.. it being notiooa.ble obat no coun
try of origin appears on the cancel. 

Taking the coastal oboa.ta, we now 
have Argentia & Port aux B11.8Quea T. 
P. 0. tor the former South Weet Cou-



ta.l T. P. 0., aa tTP& 1. 
Lewlsporte -.nd Sho& Cove T. P. 0. 

Letwl&port& A: Fogo T. P . 0. for the 
former Notre Dam& Bay North and 
South T . P. O.'a, tyJ>ee 2 and a. 

1St. John.'s & Lewlsporte T. P. 0. 
former Fogo Diet. T. P. 0., typ& 4. 

•St. John's A: Hopedale T. P. 0. for
merly .I..abra.dor T. P. 0., tyope 5. 

<St. John's. Cook Hanbour & Corner 
Brook T . P. 0. In place of th& S . S. 
Not<thern Ranger cancel. type 6. 

I understand that Port a.ux Baequee 
& North Sydney T. P. 0. atlJol exists 
but aa.eum& tble wlll be In th& n&w 
tJIPf). 

I have not seen the A~entla & 
Gn~.nd Bank T. P . 0., nor the OornGr 
Brook-Battle Harbour T. P. 0 .. 'but 
a .. ume tb&t these two cover the !or
mer Placentia Bay T. P. 0 . and the 
Stra.lte T. P. o. Ther e Ia a poes:iblllty 
of a further T. P. 0. between Argen
t!& and lsi& ot Valen &II the S. S. 
"Home," whloob cover~~ the Placentia 
Bay area, ma.kee alternate journeys 
frm ATA'Mtla to Gra.nd Banik and. Iele 

ot Vaten every two wee.ke. 
Regard ing R. 'P. O.'a: 
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Clarenvllle & Bonavleta. R. P. 0. 
former Bonavlata Ry.-'l'ran11 Nos. 11, 
23 w&etbound, .sun. and Tues.; Trains 
l'os. 12, 24 eastboun-d., Mon. &nd Wed. 
(Type 7). 

1St . .John's & Argent!& R. P. 0. for
mer Argentla R. P. 0.--Tralna No. 5 
westbound and No. 6 eastboun-d. (Type 
8). 

St. John's & Carbonear R. P. o. for
mer Conception Bay R. P. 0.-Tr&ln 
No. 7 westbound and No. 8 eastbound 
(Type 9). 

St. J ohn's & Port aux Basques R. 
P. 0. ae before ·but ae new t)'l>e-Tra.tn 
No. 1 weetward, Train No. z, eastwara, 
Train No. 8, Overland Limited, ru!l· 
nlng .Sundays (Type 10). 

As before but wlbh larger letters 
(TYPe lOa). 

If any reader can let me know the 
actual date& ot lseue C1! these cancels, 
and whether the Argentla & Isle crt 
Valen T. P. 0. exlats, it would be 
greatly appreciated by the writer. 

SALES TOPICS 
Some ll'lgurea: During the first 

quarter of ltliO aalea totaled $181. 68. 
Forty-!lve books were retired and 
$566.18 disbursed to the owners andl 
the CommleiiOn and Ineurance A ; 
.count•. 

Some ll'acta: Since Canada's doUs.r 
has gone down 10%. many buyere are 
making tlhelr purchases of stampe m 
C!inada, taking full ad•vanta.ge of the 
11ltua.Uon for their own and their col· 
le.ctlon'a ben~flt. Thle means that the 
dealers In the U. S . will have to cut 
their Illite accordingly It they want to 
meet tlhls competition. 

Some Facta a nd Flgurea: It was 
necewsary tor me to refuae 11.1 books 
tor circulation due to the owners hav
Ing Ignored the pre1ent monetary sit
uation. The prlcew aa.ke<L were not in 

keeping with the tlmee. and rather 
than aend material to our mentbers 
which wae higher J)rlced than was 
warranted, I returned the booke un
c:IJ.1culated. When oprldng books for 
entry, p!e&Se remember--lf you are in 
Canada, you will be paid in U. S. fun:ls 
for your mater1al ; and It you are lri 
the U. ,s., remember that your Q:lookf; 
will be circulated In Canada too, and 
you must be prepared to m eet the com
petition of the 900 Dollar. 

There are etlll plenty ot blank books 
on hand, 5 for 25o postpaid. Get some 
and aend In your duplicates >for ca&h 
88.le. 

HAROLID R. M.IEYIERS 
101· West 60th St. 
New York 23, N. Y. 

KlElEP 'NiiE OIROUl'DS MIOVDN'G!!! 

ANNOUNCING THE 1950 YEARBOOK 
The 1950 edJtlon or the BNA!PS Yearbook will be combined with t>he 

September number of BNA TOJ.'IIOS, a.ecordlng to present plans. Full 
dleta.Jia and ad>vert!sln•g rates will be printed. in June T OPIIOS. In the 
meantime all members and dealers are urged to oonslder reee-rvlng ad
vertising space In thla volume. The Edlltor or TOPIC.S will be pleased: 
to reaerve your apace now. 
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WIJt1t's in tile Mt1il By JACK LEVINE 

A very nice letter from the Editor 
thanking me tor the column. Imagine 
that! Gord{)n, I thank you !or ta'king 
over on such short notice and, doing 
such a &well job. I know the concern 
and anxiety that goes along wJth ev
ery issue you send the printer and I 
know the best relief tor that anguish 
-plenty ot material to pubiJsh. I sin
cerely appeal to you members to help 
make Gordon's Job easier-to help 
Gordon make BNA TOP:I.CS the best! 

Canadian Newa Letter, No. 21, Feb., 
1~50, issued by F. J ackson, 54 Eden
field Rd., Rochdale. Here'ill a 4-pager 
by B~A.PSer F. Jackson thwt's judt 
.oh oc:k full of news and Information 
aoout Oanada. F'rinsta.nce,. "·Mr. Mac
askle (#!638) is .back wiLh us In this 
issue having sent along some more 
lists of Varieties for you. Talking of 
varieties, does anyone know a nything 
about the 1912 l'C Green with 'CAN
ADA' In block lettel'!!? This Is men
tioned in the 1st edition of Jarrett, 
one copy being known In the yellow 
green shade but I now have a copy of 
this In the blue green shade, the block 
letters apparently being due oo :he 
ink being stripped from the printing 
plate. Any dope on this will be very 
welcome as neither Bogge, Marler 'lr 
Holmes mention It In thei r more r ecent 
works." See what 1 mean? Drop a note 
to )..1r. Jackson and learn how you can 
rprocure c opies or his magazine. 

Bob Duncan writes to tell us that 
he had a tetter !rom Dr. J, Armand 
Gelinaa, 190 Milk St., Fitchburg, Mass., 
telling that he would like to start a 
"Small Queen Study Group." This 
project portends unlimited mutu:tl 
pleasures to collectors and student~:~ 
of these Issues a nd I'd sure like r.o 
ltnow t•hat Dr. Gellnrue roceJvcs loads . 
or replies. W e've seen eviden ce o.f the 
progress being made by tho "P. E. I. 
Study Gt'oup" and thore's no dou ot 
this new group will be equally suc
cessful. These Groupe are the best 
means of collectors of similar Inter
ests developing and expa.nd:ng their 
knowledge. Let's have more and let's 

help them grow after we've helped 
get then1 started. 

BNAPSer Ray Menendian drop.e us 
a note from Florida telling us that he 
attended a stamp meeting there and 
saw to It that everyone present knew 
all 11bout BNAFIS .... H. E .. Canham, 
#77, sends us a copy of the rlrst Year
book of the Regina Philatelic Society 
so we can add any non-memlbers' 
names to our malllng list. ... R. W. T. 
Lees-Jones, England's well known 
student and authority . ot Canada, asks 
if any member will be kind eno1,1gh to 
try to locate a catalogue oe the lost :ric
ford Sale for him. I! you can, please 
send It to me and I'll· forward .... Lea· 
I ie Mitchell, on his trip . to Illinois, 
made i<t a "must" to stop over at th() 
Meyersons to see their •prize winning 
collection of N e.wfoundland .... I won
der If a Meyerson will all()lw me to 
make an announcement In this column 
... -: ne word yet ft{)M Alex MacMaater 
on that "big happening" In Vancouver 
-let me know as soon. as. will yuh? .. . 
I sure thought and hoped that Letter 
to the Editor about having "Identifi
cation Pine" would evince loads of 
favorable oplnlon&--what sa.y, !WOuldn't 
you Hke one? .... Bill Kemp writes that 
the Collectors' Club of .Montreal re
cently held a "Sixpenny Night" and 
over 80 copies were shown by only 5 
mem'bers!-and one forgot his la.Id 
paper copies. Oommon stuff. eh? .•.. 
A get- well wish tor BN~Ser Albert 
H. Ward or Otta'Wa. who Is h08J>Ital
lzed. 

Every now and then In this column 
we're g~ing to otter oome Ideas and 
thoughts that come 1;o t;nlnd. One that 
l)a s been with us for quit& some time 
Is the .conferring of FellowshipS on 
BNAFISers-<BNARS'-IFellow! 'Ve feel 
w-e don't hava· to enter lnbo long dls
·cues1on and explanation of what the 
title, when con~erred, implies. W e want 
your opinion on tlhe matter regarding 
the advisability or .considering the 
proposal, If such it should be. We 
have many more Ideas 8<> let's really 
dlsctUJs them as they are lntroduc,ci. 

BNAPS All! 



BNAPEX 1950 COMMITTEE MESSAGE 
T•he Philadelphia Group, your host at the 1•950 Convention wishes to 

bring to the rnembership· ·-at this time a brief outline of what is being 
planned to make yom: visit to our city one .to be remeanbered. 

Located !n the ,.heart of Philadelphia, T he Benj-amin Franklin Is rated 
among the best in th.is countn•. All conveniences are at hand to make 
your stay a pleasa·n.t <me. 

' 
THE EXHIBITION 

. . 
An opf'n comDetttlon 

other . . E igh tJ< frime's ' in 
i;ghted and .. ventiJ.ated. 

' . . ·. 
sn'O!w w"fth all exhibits competing against each ., \ 

the ~aut!fully ap.polnted I<'ranklin ·Room- well 

'' , 
.. ,l 

THt AWARDS 

'.rh·e Grand .A,ward: A trojyhy 4tinated by the Niagara Frontier Group. 
First ' Awat-d: A Gold Medal. ,·-.. 
Second Award: A Silver :\-iedal ·-
Third Award: A Brol'lze Medal. · 
The ·-:'\ovl ~e A.\vard: · A tro:phy dlonated b~ the New York Group. Any 

: -collection which h,es never wo.n an award In a national or In
ternational show··ls eHgible i.o compete for this- trophy . 

. ·' 
THE BOURSE 

Eight dealers to em your phllateli.c nee~.' 
' 

THE JUDGING 

T~ be handled by me11 well versed in all phases of B. N. A. philately. 

T HE BANQUET 
; 

To be held In the Betsy Ross· Room 
ttme the (IJ:warci.s wHJ be PJ:,eSeq.ted. 

:..-
'-

THE BUSINESS MEETING 

on •Saturday evening, at whioh 
. .. 
~ ' 

To be heJd i~ the Bc:tsy Ross Room on Sunday. 

FOR THE LADIES 

T'he Benjamin FraJiklin is II) the heart of the select shopping district. 
IndeiJ)en:d•ence Hall, <Carpenter~ Hall, Th~ ·Betsy Ross ·House and many 
other pblnts of interegt are wlthln walking diLstance of the hotel. Conduct-
ed tours can be ·arranged. ' · 

Don't fo-rget the dates: S"pt. 29th; 30th, Oct. 1at, 1950. Make your 
lJlans noM' .!or a time that wjl~ long ·!;>e remembered. 

' 
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POSTAL HISTORY OF RED RIVER. 
BRITISH NORTH AMERICA 

. By DR. M.URRA.Y C:A.MJ?a31EJLL 

The fe>llowing ia the aubat ance of a talk given by the author to the Mani • 
t oba Historical Society on November 22, 1949. Dr. Campbell ia a member of 
the Canadian P h ilatelic Societ y a nd the Winnipeg Philatelic Se>ciety. 

(Continued !·rom page 77) 

P.AJRT TWO 
lt would appea.r !rom the tlret mo

tion that the Compe.ny malls via St. 
Petera ha d :been a.bandoned, but Char
lea Cavlleer, who was connected with 
the Pembina post o.fflce from 18U un
til 1884, saY&: "The Hudson's Bay 
Company, b~ore the establl&hlng ~f 

the Crow Wing route, alwaY!J eent spe
cial meseeng-era ever y eprtng and tall 
.to St. Paul with thetr ma11 !rom tMir 
outposts 1n the North and North.weet 
consletlng of a thoui!Nlnd or more let
tere or packages." The post oftfce at 
St. Paul was opened In 181~6 and that 
at Crow Wing 1n 1852. Ca.vlleer ma:Ie 
t heae remlll'ks about L890 a nd they 
are not con1lstent W'lth any other 
trtaternents I have seen. I think nls 
memory played lhlm fa.lee a.e It did 
wlth other things, and h e wae probably 

recollecting Company malls of later 
dates. 

The Council of Asslnlbola having 
done nothing more, the settlers to">k 
things Into their own •hands and es
tablished an ·unofficial mall sometime 
In 1'8·58. Ross correspond~.ce throw" 
consldera.'ble light on this, althou;:rh 
I have been unable to aacertaln who 
acted ae postmaster. Could It ha.vil 
been Mr. Corbett? William Ross. Wl'it
lng to hie !brother In Toronto on No· 
vem-ber 4, 1853, statee: ". . . now a 
likelihood 'we will have a Tegular 
monthly mall. We have sUibscribed a 
sum o! 60 pounds to aid the Yankee 
to carry the mall tor one year. Adam 
Klyne Is to make tlhe first trip. Tie 
starts tomorrow and Is moreover !!ice: 
ly to get the contrll!Ct.'• 

'I'hl1 Jetter rea.ched St. Paul on No-

MAP L EGEND 

Note :-F'or the purposes of clarity this map !a diagrammatic and not geograph-
Ically a.ccurate. 

X. Route to York Factory 
1. Red River Settlement 
2. Pembina. 
3. Red River 
C. Bola de SlOUlt> 
6. St. P eters River (Minne~ota R.) 
6a. St. Peters Settlement. 
6. Misalaslppl River 
7. Prairie du Chiene 
8. Chicago 
9. PoBBible Chicago- Montreal route, 

1819 letters 
1~ . Winnipeg River 
11. Lake of the Wooda 
12. Rainy River--southern 8'\lmmer 

route~between 11 & U 
U . Northern winter route----between 

11 & a 
14. Ralny Lake (L&c Ia. Pluie) 
16. Hudaon'a Bay Poet 
16. Seine River 
17. Sturgeon River 

20 . Lake Nip igon 
21. Pic 
22. Mlchlplcton 
22a.. Sault Ste. Mary (Marie) 
23. Lake Nlpleslng 
23a. Collingwood and Collingwood 

231>. 
.Z.Sc. 
24. 
25. 
26. 

27. 

28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 

3<2. 

Ha.rbor 
Penetangulshene 
Barrie 
Ottawa River 
La.chine 
"Cart Route·• or "Wood Route"
Pemblna. to Crow Wing 
"Winter Route" to Crow Win&' 
via #28 & #29 
Red Lake 
Leech Lake 
Fort Abercrombie 
Crow Wing Vllla&"e--Fort Rlpl~Y 
(tew mJles south) 
Sauk Ra.pita-St. Cloud (few 
miles south) 

18. KamJnis.t1qula. Rlver (Dog Rtver) a:t.. 
1». Fort W11U&m u. 

Fort Snelling (St. Paul) 
Georretown 
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vern ·· er 28 and T oronto December 16, 
and ls one of the f irst of some 45 let
ters (which I have had the opportun
Ity o! reading) addressed to James 
Ross In Toronto by his f rien ds ~~ond 

relatlvoa in Red River between 1853 
ami 1858. Most of these were sen t via 
the United State.s, but a rew were 
carr ied •bY the Company parc-kets, e1th
er to lAchine or to Sault Ste. Ma rie 
ae cordlng to the postmarks, and there 
placed In the regular malls. One !s 
marked Mosa, U. C. (no.w Wardsv111e), 
at that time (1853) the western "end 
of steel" In Canada. (1See Fig. 2, p age 
1111). 

Another envelope containing a let
ter from BIShop Andeneon and pos:
marked Lachine Is llnen- llne<l, most 
unusual In those days. From 'Sault 
Ste. Marie the letters went via Lake 
Huron, Barrie and Penetangulshene or 
Collingwood Harbour. In 11854. two let
ters from Toronto w ere sent "Via 
Pembina," and two a ddressed to Al
exander Ross !rom England In 184•9 
were sent via York Factory. (See Fig. 
3, page 111). 

The settlers' private •mall (1. e., t hat 
via the United States befor e Februar y 
1855) was taken by the runner to the 
point at wh!C>h It would make the best 
connection with an outgoing Eastern 
mall. sometlmes--accord1ng to post
marks- to tSt. Paul, sometimes to Fort 
Ripley, a t least once to Swan River, 
Minn. Territory; two or three tlm-i!s 
to Pembina and probably ·on occasi.Qn 
to Crow Wing, or Sa.ulk Rapids, 
though there are no poetmlarks ot 
these oft!ces in the Ross correspond
ence. (See Flg. 4, page 1ll'2). 

Incorrect . Hiatory 

tSporuk!ng of this ~rlod, Ja;mes Har
grave, In his book "T>he Red River,'' 
written In 1869, says this mall was 
taken to "Fort Ripley, then the most 
advanced of the United States post 

'"Offices" a nd "In 1857 the American 
Government established an office at 
Pcm:bdna.--and carried mall t o that 
place once a month." With tJhe excep
tion ot the last ten words, these state
ments are a lmost certa.lnly Incorrect, 
and yet they are quoted In an official 
report of an Iruroootor of Canadian 
Post OfCtces In 1881. According to the 
otrlcla l list of post offices in Minne
eota Territory, In which the village 

was a t that Ume situated, the P em
bina post offf: e was opened In :May 
1860, a nd letters of this correspond
ence are postmarked there M early as 
February 1854. When Wllllam Ross 
was oWclally appointed tp<Ostmaster on 
~bru!IX'y 28, 1856, bY the Council oe 
A.!ISinl'boln, it was moved ·~hat n 
monthLy mall be established betJween 
this settlement and PElM,BJ..'lA." (See 
I<' lg. 6, page 112). 

Three letters of Nov&mber 14, 1854, 
throw more light on the p rivate mails. 
(1) "We have received yours of the 
9th of September by Ada m Klyne of 
the 80th of October. A collection wa.s 
made for carrying the mall to St. 
Paul's during the winter-the sum of 
60 pounds was collected- we will be 
alble to make five trips so that durl;~g 
the winter we may expect to have let
ters regularly-all letters will be pr·.? 
paid." (I.e., the A:merlca.n · postage 10 
Canada.) (2) ''The Packet for tS•t. Pa,ll 
Is to go tomorrow. Last year a ll let
ters had· to be t~en•t by the r egular 
mall on paying a certain substcriptlon. 
I neglected swbscrlblng soon (enough) 
and when I wished to do so round the 
subscr~Uon too hi~ so that I could 
not send a. letter oft under 5/- and 
therefore I sent none." (3-) "Guile suc
ceects him." (I.e., Klyne as mall ca!'
rler). 

It would al)pear from these and oth
er references, that IGyne's contract 
called tor the delivery of the mails to 
St. Paul's and not Fort Ripley, but as 
has been seen there was great var ia 
tion In .his actual point or contact with 
the United States mall. "Guile" was 
Roger Goullais, who carried Red Rivet· 
malls for many years. South bound 
malls from Pembina were l·rregular In 
the early 185{)'s and that Is why the 
Red River mall carrier usually had to 
go to a more distant point to make 
oontact with the Uni t ed States ma ll. 

It Is c uriou s bhat Sir George .Simp
son, at the Comrpany Enquiry In 1857, 
when asked: "Is t here a r egular post 
main tained by the settlers between 
Red Rivet· and Pembina?.- r epl·ied: 
"No, there is no regulal· post; a t least 
I am not aware that there Is." And 
again: "Is there any provision ma"e 
by the Governor and C<>uncll o.f AErsln
lbola tor transmission o! a letter from 
Auln lbols Itself to the frontier?''-"! 
think n ot ." As noted above, the reg-.J
Iar otfleia.l mall had been established 
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Fig. 2-An envelope sent via the 'Hudson''• Bay Express as far as Sault st·e. 
Marie where it was placed in the Canada mails. It enclosed a letter written by 
a ·ishop . Anderson, the first Bishop of Rupert's Land. It is bacl<stamped Pene · 
tanguiahene. 

:J;}/?"2-..~ 
( '!· 

Fig. 3-The "linen-lined" envelope referred to in the a rticle. It was car-
ried by the H. B. C. Express to Lachine as s hown, backstamped Kingston, Detc. 
29, and Toronto Jan. 1/ 56. It shows a first year usage ·of the registration Mark 
in Canada. · 



Fig. 4-A cover of the .. ttler's private mall. The "R. R. Nov. 15" wae in· 
&cribed by the writer, "Swan Rivor, M. T .", ''Dec. 7" and "Paid 10" are all in 
•ne same handwriting. The exchange mark was probably etamped in St. Paul 
or perhape Chicago. It is backstam.ped 11t Windsor (indist inct date) and Tor• 
onto Dec. 21/ 54. 

F ig. 5-Aithough William Ro .. was not officially appointed until Feb. 28, he 
aent h is f irat mail aa poatmaater Feb. 1()-as ahown by thia cover, which may 
be considered a "firtt day," The exchange mark appaara to have bean atampad 
at Pembina. 



----------------------~B=N~A~TO~PI~C~S~·--------------------=Ut 
The Summer Route 

In summer the mall was oarr!ed to 
Pembdna and then a : ross "the Plains'' 
via the. "Wood Route," Tamara;e River, 
Red Lake River, Snake River,. Otter
tall Lake, Crow ' W!ng River and down 
the l\1!ss!ssippl. ln the '':Narrative (}f 

the Canadian R ed River" (•published 
1860) a meeting with the mail, Octo
ber 14, 1857, is described by the au
thor, Henry Hind. ":-<ear Pine ('l'am
ara>e) River we met 'The Mall' borne
on the back of a half-breed, who wa.s 
aoccompanied by ·a boy 15 •Or 16 years 
old carrying the lblanke:ts and cooking 
utensils. 'l'he mall .bearer was ill ancl 
had not eaten food for two days . . . 
He carried the mall In a large lea ther 
bag, ·by means of a strap pass·!ng 
around his head-he had been 1·5 days 
coming from Crow Wing. (A:oout 280 
mlles)." 

He also speaks of Roger Goulla!s. 
'<Scratchin.g River joins the main 
stream 37 miles from Fort Garry. The 
postman \\'ho carried the mail between 
Pembina and the settlements lives here 
and has· established an apology .for a 
tavern and a. ferry." 

In winter, the mw!l was carried' via 
Thieving ('Thief) River at its mouth 
at Red Lake River, then to Red La:ke, 
Cass Lake, Leech La.!<e to Crow Wing 
River and •Crow ''Ving 't'111a.ge. (See 
map-"Wdnter Route.'') 'l'his informa
tion about the routes was gleaned from 
an address given to this .Society bY Dr. 
John Schultz in 1894 and from the 
recollE!ctJlons ot CharlesoQav!leer (Pem
bina postm!IJS'ter mentioned previous
ly). In this Instance memories served 
well, as a map !n Hind's book outlines 
these r<YUtes as descr.ibed .by Schultz 
and Cavileer. 

C'atJta!n Pall!ser, an E·ngl!ath 'explor 
er, thus d-escribes Pembina on July 25, 
1857: "It is here that the P'. o. for R. 
R. s. and other parte of the H. B. 
Companies' t er r itories Is estrobl!shed, 
as !urth·er conveyance o'f letters trom 
this pJ'ace Is entirely a private act at 
the eX')lense ot the Company, and· 
forms no part o.f any posta.l system. 
'l'he arrangement for the safe and 
speedy delivery of Letters did not seem 
at all su!t!lible to the magnitude of the 
concerns which were committed to the 
care ot the person in chargle. The post
master (.Toe Rolette) hlmself was o·ff 
to ,811:. Paul's and the sole charge o£ 

attendlng to postal matters is deputed 
to his . wife, a half-b'I'eed woman, who 
s peaks no langua.g·e but he r native In
dian. On asking !of there were any 
letters for us, we were answered by 
having the whole c<Jllection of letters 
given to look over and exam.ine for 
ourselves." 

Roulette was dlscharged from of
ffce !n 118-61 for Inadequate per.form
ance of his duties. The last l~tter ot 
the Ross ~orrespondence to go via 
Canada and the Company express was 
dated Red R·iver, June 2.2, 18>56, and 
thoug h it !s marked "via Lachine'" It 
is post mariD!d Sa.ult Ste. Marie, July 
25, and Coll!ngwood Harbour, July 26. 
Between these two p•laces it would •le 
carried bY stea.mer, p erha{J6 the "Res
cue.'' On December 8, 1·85.6, Rev. John 
Black writes to James Ross: ":I In 
t ended to send you.r father's w!ll (Al
exander Ross) 'by c·o:s (H. B. C.) ex
prees bu t that ha.s been discontinued." 
Thle winter expr-esses then had been 
stoppedt-<per,ha'PS those of sum:mer as 
we!l-an'd if so there were no malls 
via c-anada to Red River between the 
middle ot 18·56 and July 185:8 when the 
Canadian Post Office Department in
stituted its ma!l service ;between Fort 
William and Red River. 

P. 0 . 7th June,. 1858. 

His Ex.cellency, 
The GoV'ernor-GeneraJ. In C'oune!l. 

The ·Postma.ster-General has the 
honour to report for the consideration 
of His E:x:cellency in Council, upon 
the memorandum submitted for his 
consid:erat!on, signed by the Ron. M. 
Cameron and o·thers: - That no regular 
postal communication exists· between 
this part o·f the Province and the Red 
River Settlement. That such commun
Ication is very desirable and that the 
present would s eem a favourable op
portunity for estrubl!sh!ng !t. The a
mount of revenue to be derived from 
the service, It !s im'Poss!'ble to esti
mate ; that it would amount to a con
siderable sum there !s no reason to 
doubt, but !t Ia quite !mposs!blle, that 
it w'O uld for a Jengtlhened period at a.ll 
approach in amount the sum men
tioned in the memorandum subiDJitte1. 
As other Interests than those o·f ~ho3 
Post Office 'Department are Intimately 
connected with the establishment of 
these mean8 of communication the 
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Postma.ster-G~meral does not conceive 
that It would be proper to offer an 
opinion aa to the rea.sonalbleness ot 
the sum mentioned In the memoran
dum now submitted. 

(•Sgnd.) !Sydney S:mith, P. M. G. 

However, by July, 1858, a contract 
for service bad• been agreed upon, viz: 

P. 0. 9th July, 1858. 

Captain Thos. Dli:k, 
Toronto. 

The Postmas'ter-Oenera.l In or.der to 
prom-ote efficiency at the mall serv
Ice to be performed under the Agree
ment, entered Into by Captain Th-om
as Dick, Toronto, for the transport pf 
the malls to and from Red ruver, here
by author1zes Capt. Dick, or his ap
proved agent, duqy employed for the 
purpose, to take charge of His Maj~

ty's malls to be conveyed under the 
contract to and from Bruce Mines, 
Sal\llt Ste. Marie, Fort William and 
Red River. 

(Sgnd.) W. Grl!fln. 

P. o. 6th November, 18SS. 
Captain 'Dhos. Dick: 

The Postmaster-General being au
thorized with reference to YOI\lr appli
cation regarding tho tt·anS'))ort of mails 
t\\1ce a month to .Sault Ste. ).'{arle, and 
once a month thence to Red River, 
with return mails ot like troquency
to con tract with you !or the same a.t 
the rate at Two hundred a nd fifty 
poun{!s a month, I am to enquire 
whe ther you are read.y t() enter Into ...n 
engagement for the performance o! 
t he above named authorized rate of 
compensation. (T hU! letter refers ~o 
the winter malls which went via the 
"tlm'ber route" starting at P enetang
ulshene. The rate between Fort vV:J
llam and Red River was 7•5 opounds a 
trtp.) 

(tSgnd.) W. Griffin. 

P. 0. G. J an. Srd, 1859. 
tS'Ir George Slm'PSon: 

J h ave communicated to the P. M. 
Genl. what you say with r egard to 
your Indisposition to authorize the 
Company's CJ!flcei'S to hereafter make 
arrangements with the G-overnment 
Contractors tor forwarding the malls 
on the R ed River Route and also with 

respect to your read~nes>!l' to treat for 
the assumption at a Contract for the 
servicing by the Company directly 
with the Government. (The Comvany 
principle was to deal directly with the 
Governments wherever possl·ble.) 

(rSgnd.) W. Griffin. 

P . 0. G. 9th June, 1859. 
PostmastcM: 

PostmasteM and others on the Route 
between Collingwood, Sl.ult Ste. Marie, 
Fort William and Red River are here
by notl!fled that tho Postmaster Gen
eral has entered Into a contract with 
Edward Maltby Carruthers, Esq., or 
Toronto, for the conveyance of tho 
Mails on Lake Huron and Superior, 
and to Red Rivet· and baok, for the 
season 1859, comm<"nelng from the l s~ 
lnst., the service to be once a week 
between Collingwood and Sault Ste. 
Marie, and once a month betwe"n 
,Sault Sto. Marie and the Red River. 

(Sgd.) W. Gri!tin. 

DCIC. 18, 1859. 
E. 1\I. Carruthers: 

From this report It would awear 
that y()u have only performed one 
through trip to Red River, equal, 'tO
cording to contract rate, to $500.00. 

>(ISgd.) W. Griffin. 

P. 0. G. 11 Jan. 1860. 
Governor General ln Councll: 

Although the Red River Mall serv
Ice bas thus falle<l of satisfactory p er
formance on the part of the Contract
or, malls were n evertheless for.warded: 
under the sanction Olf the Department, 
·bY other parties who Indeed performed 
the ma.jot· portion of the mall serv
Ice during the season. (Captain DIOk.) 

Council of Assiniboia, Ma r, 18, 1859 : 

"The Bl&hop of Rupert's Lnnd gave 
notice that he should at the neXJt meet
ing o1' the Councll, move,. that the 
sum or 20() pounds be granted by the 
Council to meet a similar sum raised 
by the settlers to assist 1n opening 
u·p communLatlon with C.a.nad.a by tho 
Lake of the \'Vood&." This Is puzzling 
because the malls !rom Canada. were 
monthly at this time, although Cap
tain Dick had just lost his contract 
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and the Red River may not have been 
aware of the new arrang·ements. 

The Obi t uary of Capt. Wm. Kennedy, 

Free Press, J an. Zl, 1890: 

"At that time (18·56-1•857) there was 
a great desire in Eastern commercial 
·circles to es tabl!sh a mail route be
tween Toronto and Fort Ga t-ry through 
•Canadian te·rritot·y. Captain Kennedy 
was entrusted with the tran·sportatbu 
of mails-after a couple <Yf trips the 
route was wbandoned owing to var
icus disad~·antages.'' Is thirs conect. 
and if so was Captain Kennedoy the 
mail carrier for the one trip penform•od 
-by E. M. C'arruthers'? Or Kennedy may 
have been associated with the North
\Vest Transit Company o·f Toronto 
w·hich was given a contrad to deliver 
four monthly malls to Red River start
Ing June 21, 186'0. Regarding the first 
mail of 1860, A. S. Morton states: 
" . . . the next summer mail arr! vecl 

•1n the Se-ttlement June 24, 186.0 (Jut~· 
24 '?) It was car.ried by five men and 
•Consisted ot four newspaJpers. An earl
Ier mail from St. Paul 'brought in 25·2 
letters and 230 news-papers." 

A government document d:ated Feb
ruary 18, 1861, relating to postal com
munications with the Red River men
tions the -claim of Messrs. Moffatt for 
repayment of $'7,.500 expended by them 
in opening a road to Red River. 
Twelve thousand clollars was author
ized and proibably all spent on the R ed 
River mail service in 1858-1859. 

"The Nor'W ester" of Jan. 28, 1860, 
(Red River newspaper): 

THE POSIT OF1F.LCE 

"The year 1!858 '"1tnessed. a n ew 
feature In the postal arrangements of 
the •country. In that ·year the C"anadian 
Government authorized the convey
ance of mails to and< fr>Om t-he settle
ment,. via Fort William. .Since that 
time, therefore, an·d up to the begin
ning of the present winter, we have 
had two lines of mail communication
one through Amet•ican and one through 
British territory. The former has hith
erto on the whole given ,great satis
faction, and we doubt not the latt.ar 
w!ll also give satisfaction. after some
more expe1·.ience of the route a.ud its 

requirements. In June 1859, the t wo 
Jines together brought in 713 p apers 
and 400 letters, be.sides a number -of 
magazines and reviews. The last mail, 
wh"lch arrived on bhe evening of the 
19th Instant, brought in 880· news pa
pers and 21:0 letters. This is the larg
est number of ·papet'S ever brought in 
by single mail. The number of letters 
is smaller tha n by previous malls; :but 
there w.!ll ot course be a flucvuation. 
Our malls are only monthly. We may, 
It is true, send to P embina twice a. 
month; but as there .is •but a monthly · 
mail from there, the arrangement ;s 
'but unsatfs.fa,ctor.y. Let us have a gen
uine fortnight~y mall. There was one 
.from July 1858 to July 1859; why was 
it give-n up? 

"The (JIIltgoing mall on the 28th un
tlmo conveyed 350 letters and a large 
number of newspapers. As that was 
the first instance of ne<wspa.pers be1ng 
sent abroad from t:his settlement, :t 
will mank an Important era in the his
tory of the Red River post oftice." 

The difficulties of the route, the ap
parent unwillingness of the H . B. C. 
to co-operate, the length of time taken 
to deliver the malls,. per:haps po1!Ucal 
considerations, and a.bove .all the cost, 
brought this interesting experiment to 
an end. 

P . 0 . D., Sep. 28, 186(}. 

Angus D. M.S.cdonnell, Esq., 
~ec. N. W. Transit Co., 
Toronto. 

,s~r: rn reply to your letter o! the 
21st inst., I am d1rected by the Post
master General to inform you that 
it is not intended to maintain during 
bhe coming winter a mail service ·co 
Red River. .. 

(:Sgd.) Ed'Win King. 

(To ibe concluded next month) 

JET MAIL-A t·O't:al of 1·5,0()0 let
ters were carried on the first Inter
national flight of a Canadian je-t-liner 
on Aipr!l 18, fr-om Tol'Qnt\1 to Ni}w 
York. 
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~~ ~~kud 'People aw1 s~ 
By Rev. John S. Bain 

For the benefit of those who corres
pond relative to items appearing In 
this column, I wish to give my new 
address since 1 have had a change !lf \ 
pastorate. My new address is 1477 Lo
·cust •Street, Dubuque, Iowa. I find 
that I have one lone B-'1\TA.P.Ser in Du
buque In the person of Harry A. Brad•
ley # 86. Perhaps betJween Harry and 
myse1'f we ·can a.well the numobers ! 

BNAPS 

BNAPSers wHI ibe Interested to 
learn that the Canad:!an Broad~astlng 
Corporation is giving philately a •boost 
with a regular trans-·Cama<l!a broad
<Cast ·on .Saturdays at 12: 30 p.m. de
voted to •stamp collecting. The CBC 
.Stamp Club has D el Mott, OBC staff 
·announcer as the narrator. For the 
running of the show D c>u·glas Patrick 
is president,. George Metcalfe junior 
vice-president, Ian Reid producer, and 
M~Wtha Patteroon script. Sounds good, 
and especia!ly with C:A.PEX in 1951. 

BNAPS 

Sure enough the overprint varieties 
of the n ew O.H.J.'VI.S. are •beginning to 
shOIW up. Vv. R. Kinsey, 2.104 \\'hlta
ker ,S'treet, 'Temple City, California, re
ports that h e has a pair olf the new 
$1 value Canadian stamp, with one 
showing the period missing after the 
"S" of "O.H.Il\f;S." Here ls a new field 
.for those -collectors with a yen for 
specialization. 

BNAPS 

Here is an item that may interest 
many. I have received a J!stlng from 
BN'.A:P.Ser John .Siverts # :59 S'taU.ng 
that •he has extra copies of "BNA 
TOPl!O.S" which he wo-uld like t o trarle 
for copies he needs to complete his 
file. He wants Vol. ][, #11, Vol. IV, 
#6. He has as dlll•pl!cates Vo-l. I, #8. 
7, 8 and 9, Vol. III, #1 .. Vol. IV, # 4, 
Vol. V, #3. Here is a chance for some 
of you to help and receive. Write him 
at 301•2 Hum:t?olctt Avenue, MilUlea:p
olls 8, Minn. 

BNAPS 

Best w ishes to J ack L evine and h is 
new column "\\That's In The Mail.'' 
'\Vith the ex-edi tor now a fellO<W col
umnist the ·competition should> be keen. 
However Ja.ck Levine Is still one up 
on us. as the new masthead of "TOP
ICS'• li stS< him a,s. "Associate Eddtor," 
wh'ile yours truly is a "Contributing 
Ed!! tor." 

BNAPS 

Here is one for the record. 'l'he fol
lowing inscr iption was found In an .\.. 
P. S. Circuit book: "Due to .the mark
ed propensity O!f Canad•ian stamp gum 
to stick to the al'bum, all thes·e stamps 
have had their gum r emoved.'' :Sure 
enou,gh, ex·amlnatlon· proved this to be 
true; eve1·y mint had its gum removed. 
I noted opartlcular!y certain Issues and• 
r can report that I never •had trouble 
with any modern Canadian stamps 
sticking. \Vhat about other BNAPS
ers? 

Northwest Federat ion Exhibition 

'I'he N'Ol"thwest Federation of Stamp 
Clu·b·s will hold an exhibition on 'M ay 
2S, 29 and 3·0 in the Arnerica'll Legion 
Bldg., 11'30 S. W. 1'3<th ·Avenue, Port
land, Or()f;'>on. This sho\v Is open to 
all cdllectot·s ~ooeslding in Oregon, 
vVaS'hitlg'ton, Bro't1sh Columbia, idaho 
and · Alas.ka. Many BN.A.P!S member-s 
are also members of the Federation; 
in fact tlhe two top awards went last 
year to BIN.AJP.Sers. 

~ ........................... ~····•····· .. ·•··•··•· .......................... . 
t 
; 

I 
700 

Copies of BNA TOPICS are die· 
tributed each month to B. N. A. 
collec tors. T ake advantage of 
this opportunity to reach the 
collectors who are especia lly 
interested in what you have to 
aelf or want to buy. 

I 
; 

I. 
t 

............................................................................. 4> 
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P/(Jn TfJ Attend 

BNAPEX 1950 
* * * * 

2nd Annual Convention and Exhibition 
of t he 

BRITISH NORTH AMERICA PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

* * * * 
BENJ. FRANKL IN H OTEL 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

September 29, 30, October 1, 1950 

* * * * 
T he Philadelphia Grou p 

Host to the Society 
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By Frere• Meyerson 

In the March issue of the TRAil.., we 
mentioned one of the lots from the 
forthcoming Reford Sale. It was de
scribed as an Sd:. rose, Soott #2-2, used 
on piece during 1864. WeJtJ, the sale 
has be!.'n here and> gone, In tact the 
sale was completed before the March 
Issue went to press. As was to be ex
pected, we bought the lot with the 
fond belle! and expectation that we 
now had conclusive proof that the 8d. 
rose bad been sold over the count~r 
and that It had been P.06tally used pri
or to the time when Newtoundland 
chang&d over from the pence ahd shil
ling currency to cents and dollars. 
AQaa and alack, we are still lookins 
for t-he aforementioned conclusive 
proof. A cl06e examination o! the piece 
In question revealed the fact that It 
was a com'blnatlon of two pieces ex
pertly joined together. The stamp with 
an appropriate cancellation was on one 
piece and the circular "Klnglli Cove, 
Ju. 9, 1864" postmark wa.s on another 
piece. The paper matches exactly and 
even <the watermark In the .paper 
mat>Ches up but the .tact rema1ns that 
the stamp and postmark are on two 
separate piece& and while It may t.e 
entirely legitimate and bonafide, it 
doesn't supply us with that cllncher 
that would ena.b1e us to s ay that the 
stamp In question does exist fn post
ally used condition used during the 
time that the Btamp was current. 

We spent a. very Interesting evening 
with Lea. Mitchell, BNAIPS #'635, from 
Blackpool, England. He had jU8t land
ed on these shores and was en ro:~te 
to the Mid-We!rt In the company of 
the very charming Mrs. Mlt>Chell. No, 
we regret to say that Mrs. Mlt>Chell Is 
not a ooHector! A f&w of. us, ln·cludlng
Arthnr Moll, Ken Minuse, Harry Lus
sey, Mrs. Mitchell and Mrs. Meyerson 
went over to the Collectors' Club to 
look at the B NA ma.terllll from the 
collection of the Tate Altred Lichten
stein, that w as being shown lby his 
daughter·, Mrs. Da,le, Prll\>&r&~ry to 

being taken overseas to be shO'Wil o.~.t 
the fol"thicom!ng Lnterna.tlonal Show to 
be held In London later this month. 

Needless to say, moat ot the Items 
defy description and we are sure that 
some of the Items we lOQoked at, par
ticularly the covera,. must have been 
unique. The Newtoundland exhibit on
ly consJS'ted of two and a half framee, 
but what frames. The tlr!rt lesue of 
the scarlet vermilions wer~ truly su
per'b, every copy was represented in 
brHllant mint condition. The one item 
that had all of us drooling was a hori
zontal pair of the. 1/-, with truly 
boardwalk margins. A.8 for the bisects, 
there were so many of them that they 
seemed oommon, there were bi·se. ts cr 
the 8d., In every possible combination. 
In tact there were even combinations 
of ·biae.ots on cover. Another Item of 
particular merit was a. cover with three 
copies of the 6d. Just imagine, moat 
col•lectors spend their entire- lite seek
ing out just one copy In preseaJ.table 
condition, and ·h ere were three superb 
copies used on one cover. The orange 
and lake Issues were a•lso suitably ~;ep
r eeented, but not as profusely as the 
scarlet vermilions. 

As an anti-climax, we a ll went back 
to our apartment and s pe.nt the next 
three hours j~st muiUng over our col
lection and talking stamips. It Is 
strange w·hen stamp collootors get to
gether, h'OIW the sight of a particular 
stamp will bring .forth a story. \Ve 
bad many such occasions and the time 
virtually new by. ·we were very sorry 
to see Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell go anti 
we hope that they can spend some 
more time w1th us on their way· bacK. 
We enjoyed it immensely, we M·pe 
they did. We promlsOid Le!.> that 
we would try to have our TPO's writ
ten up by the time he gets back, but 
we think we will fall him on this 
score, the fishing season wltl be !n 
full swing lby the Ume this magazine 
goes to pres.s and lea Freres intend 
to put their sta.mp.s aslde for t:he 
nonce and try to catch some trout. 
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A CANADIAN ODDITY 

Above is rep roduced a phot ograph of one of the gutter blocks of oight 
Canada #252 deaor·ibed in T OP ICS last mont h, and offered for sa le by 'SNAPS· 
er George S . W egg of Toronto. 

CANADIAN PLATE BLOCKS 
By T . B. HI.GGIINSON , B. N. A. P. S. 

Is there a. Pia.ce In B. N. A. P. S. for 
the collector of Canadian Plate Blocks? 
I have been a. member .tor some years 
but had almost dN:Ided to drop out b e
cause so little has appea.reld In TOP
IC'S on this subject. There was a valu
able article bY W. vV. Davis In Sep
tem'ber 1947, but that was a long time 
ago. The application form for new 
members lists everything from "soup 
to nuts" .... •with the glaring exception 
or plate blocks. W'h;y? -

I have said: that I h·ad ALIM'O,SIT de
cld~d to drop out. Just at the psycho
logi.ca.l moment. I r eceived a. letter 
from our hardworking Librarian which 
made me pause. He S1lg-geeted that I 
write something mY~Setf fOl.' TOPICS. 
I had never thoug'ht of that! 

·T his, then, is an attem'P't to d!SICov
er what Interest In Canadian plate 
blocks exists among the B. N. A. P. S. 
membership. Drop me a line-drOp the 
editor a line--pcr1laps we can wol'k 
up a plate blook colle.tol'S' group. 

Ju&t to start the •ba.ll rolling I might 
mention that I acq uired: recently a 
co·mplete set of the 1930 halt dollar 

stamp (Scott # •176). Very pr&tty! I 
would be Interested In maldng a cen
sus of the number of sets of this 
stamp which are extant. 

A second. point I mlght raise is the 
que!stion: l-Lo<w many collectors would 
be intereos-ted tn knowing the numbers 
of stamps printed fr'Om each J>late? 
(It would help to determine vaRues for 
s carce numbers, I feel sure.) If enout;b 
interest were sh<J\'<'11, in the form <1f 
letters to J. R. Carpenter or the Phll
atenc .section, Post Oftloo Department, 
Ottawa., thla information might become 
available. I quote from a recent letter 
received !rom Mr. carpenter: 

"Your suggestion that the DeJ)CI.rt
ment publish the quantities of poetage 
stamps printed from each plate fs un 
interesting one. However, I cannot say 
at thi•s time whether It can be adopted. 
No record of this information h·as been 
kept In the past and to do so would 
require a cons!dera'ble amount of labor 
on the :pnrt o! the Department. This ' s 
the first suggestion of this nature we 
have received. Before any action Is 
taken to secure t h is lntorma.Uon, I be· 



un 

lleve steps should be ta.ken to deter
m1ne the amount of Interest this In
formation would be to coll&etors." 

It writing to Mr. Carpenter, why not 
mention the need for a IIISt of plates 
avallaJble from his De-partment. lt 
would save a lot o! trouble II! one 
klle'W that Plate 4 ot the lOoc War Is
eue wasn't available, to m ention but 
one example. (Instead ot ordering a 
sheett of It, and getting your mon9y 
back some time later.) 

.In closing, I would like to t·hank Mr. 
Duncan for his kindly l.nterest. He 
gets Prea1dentlal Aw~rds !or bringing 
In new member~!, and now he Is work
Ing to keep them from dropping out! 

Regiet~ation Stamp, 12x11Ya 

Dear Sir: About ten yeaM ago I re
ceived a .number ol Rcg!stratiun 
ostamps !rom England. Among the&e 
were two 2c Registration !It-amps per
forateld 12xll%. One of theee Is mint 
and the other has the "Registered" 
<:ancellatlon. Perhaps It BNA<PSers 
were to look around, enou8'h of these 
"non-exlstant" stamJ>s would be lo
cated to justify Its recog.nltlon. 

GIEO. S. JOHNSOIN 

Dear ;Sir: Yes, the 2c Registration 
Stamp certa.lniy does exist pert. 12x 
ll•"'· Mor. Lloyd ot London and my
self have been hunting these tor a long 
time. We have both meaaured u.p large 
quantities ot the 2<: value and we have 
a very good showing of 12xll% perts. 

Mr. N. S. Bond Is the :!IMt, I believe, 
to 'have this variety mentlone'd tn 
print, but It wa.s Mr. Fred Jarrett !n 
hls 1929 "Canada" who flm ga.ve us 
the Idea It might exist. Unfortunately 
l do n ot possess a copy ot this book 
but I think I am eight In stating be 
listed 2'C R egistration 11!/zx12 with a 
large "?" after lt. 0! course on a 
BWmp wider than It 111 long, the per!. 

would come thoe other wa.y around, 
12xlll%. 

As to Its rar.lty, I should say It te 
a mttc dltflcu:lt yet to sa.y. The last 
1,000 I examined produced two copies 
only, one CJt the'!!e with the Ottaw::~. 
Crown cancellation. Alas, It wa.e the 
only damaged COl)Y In tha.t 1,000. Now 
It Is known, mayfbe we ~ould k now 
more a-s to Its rarity. POflfllbly there 
are other collecton who, hav1ng found 
th1s, have been hunting tor furthe•r 
copies. Perhaps the Editor can per 
suad-e some of t'he hundreds of mem
ber·s Oif BNAPS on your slde of the 
Atlantic to write to TOPICS atlx>ut 
it. 

I might mention there a.re one or 
two very nice re-entrlea to be !ound 
on the stamps wltb the 12xl11% perf. 

GEO. R. C. SEARLES 
Folkeetone, 
Kent .. England. 

Dea'l' Sir: In February TOPICS, Rev. 
Baln In his ooJumn, "Brln.glng News 
About People and Slta.mpe," aske for 
lnformatlo.n about a. Canadian ph11a
tellc pubttcation, "Canad1ana," w:ttlch 
he ha!d seen mentioned In an old! llst 
of phllatellc ma:gazlnes published In 
1<910. 

"CanadJana." w.a.s published In 1909 
'by 0. H. Tlelma.ns. One volume of 12 
numb&rs was publlahed, the tll'lJt 11 
at Ma.rlahllf, Gren.fell, Assinlbola, 'N. 
W. T., and the last lliUmlber at Win
nipeg, Manitoba. It was pr1nted :m 
vonr poor paper, without covers. slzo 
9xll~ Inches, blllnguall (JDngllsh and 
Frenoch). The contents covered maga
zines and papers as well as stamps. 

'I have the last she numbers in my 
ltJ ra.ry, but the earll'&r Issues are stlll 
on my "want Ust." 

R. J . DUNC'.A.N. 

DEA DLINE-.l:lembers ane reminded 
that deadline for copy tor TOPICS Is 
15th CJt the month prevloue to pubU
catlon. 



Aa we have all seen the rocent note In T'OPl"CS regarding a coming exhibit 
.1t the Mueeum In Philadelphia, I wish to a.dvlee you th&t the da.te ~ tJhe exhibit 
has been canc'!lled tor the time lbelng. After dl81CU881Dg this with :Mr. Bernard 
Da.vls, of the Museum. we decided that the short time involved would not per
mit us to put on the proper atf'fair that we would like to have. Then too. our 
conven'tlon will take place In Ph1ladeolph1a later thle yea.r, eo the re~~~ult haa been 
that bhe B. N. A. P. S. exh~blt is .scheduled for next year, 11951. More details 
will IJe announced !rom time to time, and all ot our members wlll have .time to 
prepart> !or lt. I wish to take t'h:ls means to thank Mr. Davis !or all his consld
Prtlltlon. and we will go all out to have a. n•lce ex.hl•blt next year. 

Hardly a week goes by, but what the mall brings a letter lfrom two or more 
c;t tne Convention boYil In Philadelphia .... tellowe ... . they are going to give 
you a ba.ng-\.11]) convention! H!A.VE YOU M•.AID:E YOUR ARRIA.NGEMENTS TO 
BE THERE ? lt not. do so without delay. The Phllly boys will be gla.d to be 
ot service to you In t his regard. We're all hoping to see you. By the way, 
t.hey are also In need ot further support toward the ''patron's'' fund .... we w111 
ue glad to have your help . 

.L..'\at year at Bu!talo, our exhllblt was quite Mtls!actory In u much as It 
was our first one. the number of frames was gratl.tyln.g, but the number ot ex
hibitors should have been grea.ter. Ma.y I say that your pe.cee are handled 
very carefully by tlhe committee. ii can aseure you that they .tee! u much u 
you, tbe owner. of their worth and don't ea.re to ta.ke any chancee tor their 
.;atet y. It Ill very little trouble to shiP your material, and after It Jea.ves your 
nands, It IJ~ handled. mounted, and arranged &I! well a.s could be d.one It you 
were at the exhibit. Then too, your sho.wlng ha.s every chance to take am 
awal'd! 

LAURENCE D. SHOEMAKER 

!Mr. Laurence D. Shoemwker, t.b e 
wel•l-known American phll81tellst , was 
born In Defl~Utce, Oh!·o, about 60 yeare 
ago and Ia now retired.. He wu the 
former owner of a large dry goods and 
ladles' rea.dy-to-wear concern and 
"sold out'• a f flft' yean ago. 

"Larry," a.e he Ia univerlaily known, 
ha.8 oollected atamps lllace be wu a 

RroHfAR.D P. HEDIJEY 
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sm!all boy and started colle :ting Can· 
ada as his n·umber one hobby in 1928. 
He s.pec!lallzes in the "1Small Quee•ts 
1870-9·7" and his collection of this 's
sue is one of the finest on the con
tinEmt. He is the owner of one of 
Canada's most beautiful "com'!:)Ln:at1on" 
cove·rs, the 2c Large Queen with the 
3c Small Queen perforated 12%x12·'h, 
This magndflcent piece !s illustrated 
in Boggs' boo!<, page 278. 

In 1941 he wrote an a rticle on the 
3c .Small Queens which wa s printed 
in "Stamps" O'f March S•th of that 
year, a nd Which is a classic. An ad
ditional article on the .same subject 
a>p'peared in 'IStam'P'S" in the Aprll ~6 

Issue of 1949. Incidelllta lly, the latter 
article required over· five years of 
study and research In the materia l ;n 
ltls own collection and in the collec
tions o.f Dr. Day O'f Pittsburgh and 
the late Dr. Reford of Mont.reaJ. Oth
er articles by Mr. S•hoemaker appea :·':ld 
tn "The American Ph!latelist" in 1941 
ami 1·942'. 

I 
"Larry'• was Chairman of the Mem

bership Committee of the American 
Philaltellc Society for three years dur
ing which time 5'662 mellllber.s wet'S 
added to the Society. A:t the present 
time he is Chairman of the Finance 
Committee. He Is also a Governor Olf 
the B. N. A. P. $., Past Pll'e.&ident of 
the Gat'lf'ieldt-Perry .Stamp Club of 
Cleveland, memlber of the T oronto 
Stamp Collectors' Club and was· a Re
gional Vice P~·esident of Ol:OPE:X. 

Mr. Shoemaker's othe1· absol'blng 
•hobty is fishing-In the summer at 
Collins Inlelt, Ontario, and in F1lorid<~~. 
qurlng P'a.rt of the winter. Those of 11s 
who have seen his colored .fiL.."ll.s tal<en 
in Florida waters ·catching the wbig 
ones," sallfish aDJd tarpon, are not 
lltkely to forget the thrilling experi
ence! 

(ED.- As a special feature,, Mr. S.hoe
maker's article on the ".3c Small 
Queens" is reprinted in this iossue, 
commencing on page 96.) 

SEAL AND CACHET FOR BNAPEX 1950 

Pictured· above is the desig.n created 
·by. ·Edward· :r. Whiting for the seal 
and cachet for BNA.P•EX 195·0. This 
miniature work of art is descr Lbed ')y 
~he artist as follows: 

•:vvlthln the Ooth1c A:rch symlboliz
ing the association of all groups uf 
British North Ameri·ca sta:mp collect
ing appears In the foreg.round a Car
'ibou representing NeJ\vf.oundland, look
ing at the 'Bluemose' representaJtlve of 
the Maritime provinces o;f New Bru'ns
wicl<, Nova S·;:·oua and Prin,ce Ed:waro 
Island; whi:Je in the background tow
ers Mount Hurd, rep!l'esentlng British 
Columlbia and Vancouver Island. Ab
breviatJions of the names oof Canada's 
ten provinces will be fo.und In the 
small circles at ·the to·p of the side 
S'hading." 

.Sources of the des.i'gn are as foi
lows: The ar-ch is taken fro.m the 1927 
Confederation Special Delivery lss,,e. 
the caribou is .from Newfoundland's 
5c Ca!l'ibou of the 1:93'1 .issue, the "Blue
nose" of cour.se from Cana<la's 50c 
stamp of 19'28 ·and Mou.nt Hurd from 
the lOc stamp of the same Issue. 
· 'l'he seal will measure approximately 

lxl'h Inches, and the cachet will ue 
apptroximately 3·'hx2:~ inches, 1illlug 
the entire lef't sidle of a standard size 
envelope. Further details on the col
or of the ·final Pl"'du~ts and the man
ner In whJch they will be distrl'buted 
will appear in a later issue of TOP'lC:S, 
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NEW MEMBERS 

f>40 Fontaine, Peter H., Cross !';treet, Harwich Port, Mass. 
641 Mlll!·sales, B. R., West Flwmboro, Ont., C'anada. 
u42 Hadler, A .. 2060 Metcalfe Rtte~t. :Mont1·ea1 2, Que., Canada 
643 Hpeler, Albert K., 143-50 Hoover Avenue, Jamaica, ~. Y. 
644 T uckwcll, Ronald \'\., Stc. B, 287 Flora Avenue, 'Winnipeg, Man., Canada 

APPL ICATIONS FOR ME MBERSHIP 
Billings, F. L., 2044 Qullchena. Place, Vancouver, B. C., Canada (C) C&..,..._,:\IInt 

postage. l:ol (lights. ~'lint airmails, semi-official and on covet·. Pt'OJ}()Sld by 
R. J. Dun·can, Xo. 3'7 . .Se.onded by ll.. A. Mao~·raster, No. 484. 

t;ars.on. ::\frs. Donald 1\L, 259 M·cMman .Road, Grosse Pointe 30. :Vrlch. (CX) 
CA"", :1\'FD-Mint & used postage. 1st day & special cachet;J. Mint & us;)d 
airmails. Nfld. town cancel. Proposed by R. J. Duncan, No. 37. 

Catte1·l-ck, James W., 88 "\.Y.est Street, Br.:tmpton, Ont., Cr~nada (C) CA."-'-19th 
& 20ith century mint & used '))OsLagc and used blocks. Coils. Mint & used 
alrma.lls. Cancella.Uons (SIIllall cents) R. R., Territorial, Flag, 2 & I ring. 
Pt·oposed 'by R. J . Duncan, No. 37. 

i.\fehrlnger, Jerome, 4669a No. 125obh St., B'l.ltler, Wise. (·C) B. N. A., all phases. 
Proposed by J . Levine. No. 1. • 

:dcNell, C. Ru~scll, 123 Edgemount Avenue Slo., Hamilton, Ont., <:;anaoda (CX) 
CAN, X1"1).-.420th century mint & used postage aoo blocks. :\Unt booklet 
vanes. Coils. O.H.M:R. Mint airmails. Canadlun meter!!. PropQ.\Ied by Ed. 
Oooda'le, No. 115. ·He onded by H. 'J'. Humhy, No. 379. 

Phllhomer, Chllrles A .. 303 Mountain Avenue, Westfield, N. J . (C) CAX-Pre
stamp and slampless cover. t:sed airmails. Proposed by J. Levine, No. 1. 

Readet·, Hurry \V., 2266 Turner Road, Windsor, Ont., Canada (C) CAN-Pre
cancels. l"cc'l,eral & Prov!ndaJ Revenues. R. R. Cancclla.tlons. Proposed bY 
R. J. Duncan, Xo. 37. 

CHAN GES OF A D DRESS 

Baln, Rev. J ohn S., 1.477 Locust Street, Du•t:;uquc, Iowa (from Kan·ka·kee, Ill.) 
Blnl<s. B. C .. 33·&0 S. \V. :'liarine Drive, VancouVCI', B. C., Canada 
('alder, J. A., 573 Galnshorough Ave .. Otta-.,·a, Ont., Canada 
Dau'Pinlse, Rene V., Hot)kins Hill .Road, \\·ashlngton, R. I. 
K r u·ger, JQhn, 161'9 Ath ol Street, Regina, Hask., Canada 
L~a. "'Wlll·liam 0 .. 1Z15 Reneca ~trcct, SeaLlle 1, v\'ash. 
Staton, Wesley, Gray, Sa.l<k.. C~nada (from Regina . .8ask.) 
\'eale, E. W., 2-H LJrne Street, Kamloops, B. C., Canada. (from :\1erritt, B. C.) 

RESIGNATION ACCEPTE D 

::;anne, C. C., Box 19-3, Rouleau, Sask., Canada 

How About a Plate Block Group? 
Fellow plate block collectors-Is it 

possible to organize a. study group, 
within our Sochty, to furth r this 
grO'Wing phase of our hobby? 

Only t'hosc who h a:ve attempted •o 
complete all plate num·boers and posi 
tions ap;precla.te the rea.! advantage to 
be gained through tho ex-change t>f 
Information such a study group would 

o..rford. Plate block colleoot1ng ca.n only 
be -cUII'rl-cc.J. on through OX'Chan<ge with 
othet· collectors (unless one has ood:es 
of mooluh to buy from a. dealer). A 
study grOliP woulc.l assist !ellow col)ec
tors In this as woll. 

We have a floe s-ociety-this Is one 
way to mak>e It still botter. 

F. C. BRJ.CKER. 
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.ADVERTISING RATES 

1 Insertion 
Full Page . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . $8 .00 

t lnaertlona 
$7. 00 
f .OO 
1. 60 

.86 

U InaertloJW 
fi .OO 
1.10 
a.oo 
.71 

Halt P ace . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . ' · " 
Quarter Page . . . . . . . . . . . . I .00 
Slncle Colum n Inch . . . . • . 1. 00 

Copy Muet Be Rece ived by 15th of Mont h Preoeding Publication 

NOTES and COMMENTS 
Plate Blooka 

A short article by T . B. Higginson 
on Canadian P.late Blocks, and a m~s
sage from F. C. Bricker on the_ same 
subject, •both appear In thle Issue ••f 
TOPIIOS. Both these BN APIS!;q"s ur;re 
the fOl'matlon of a study group tor 
these l!lllues within the tram.Work of 
BNAPS. 'Nle editor would be pleased 
to hear from other memlbers who are 
Jnteretrted In this phue of B. N. A. 
collecting, and who would like to join 
In the formation CTf such a. group. 

BNAPSere Win in Toronto 
·BN.AIRSer J. Law placed sooond In 

the B. N. A. (General) clue at ._the 
recent eX!hlbltlon at the Nol'th Toronto 
Stamp Club. The same mem'ber hea·1· 
ed the class for SpeoclalLzed B. N . .'\., 
followed <by BNAPSer W. Jacln!on in 
sfl('OJld place. 

To Exh ibit Newfoundland 
Member H. A. Ma.eMaster wrltes 

from Vaneouver that he haS' been busy 
lately pre~rlng his Newfoundland 

B11 The Editor 

collection tor en'try In the North.west 
F ederation !Emibltlon at P ortland, 
Oregon, 0'11 May 28, 29 rund 30. This 
leadln<g llpo&Cialist In the lPtamps Jf 
Newfoundland has promised us· an ar
tlicle In the near future. 

Seal Collect ing 
Bert L. Bau1ch wrltea In ~rt: " ... 

It may lll'terest you to lanow th.at there 
are ma ny etamp collectors Who are 
colleot1ng see.ls ae a aldie lseue, par
tlcu'larly Ela.ster Seals and Chrl'S't!lla.8 
See.la ... We have had numerous re
quests trom collector& for complete 
catalogu.e d'ata on the Ee.eter Seals so 
tar Issued In Canada. Incidentally, 
some ot these seals have al.ree.dy be
come s : arce !tenus. 

"That a Canadian Na.tiona.l 8~1 wUI 
evo1ve which will he known through
out Canada in the same ma.tmer In 
which the Ea.ater .See.! of the U n ited 
States Ia now recognized." 

An Initial catalogue listing CTf Ca.n
a.dlan Easter Seale by Mr. Ba.ulch a.nd 
Ch&Js. Al'miJtrong a-ppeared In Muv.:h 
TOPICS. 

8 . N. A. P.S. GROUPS 

The NEW YORK GROUP meets the 8rd Thursday or each month at th e Co11eo
tor'a Club, 22 East 85th Street, New York City 

T he PHILADELPHIA OR:OUP m eets the let Thursday ot ea.ch month a t 7914 
Pickering S t., P hiladelphia, Pa. 

Tbe T'WJN CITY OROU.P meets th e 2nd Tueaday of each month at 4913 Morg&D 
Aven ue. Mlnned1)0lle. Minn. 

The NIAGARA FRONTIER OROUP m eets the lnd Wedneaday of eaob month 
a t 1401 W eeton A ve., Nl&a'ara J!lalla, N . Y. 
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~ ~~ "'~ .'\~~~. REMEMBER THESE 
a..C:>O "~o C:>· ~~~ ~~~ NAMES? 

aO"' <)\J 'J..O~. · ~oS-:. ~ John Hall Barron Foster Bond 

\

'\' ~U ~v-. G. H. Boucher P. C. Litchfield 
\,.0 »o~~:~i& K. M. Alexander B. McGowan 

li>e"9 ~·· L. T . Roae- Hutchinaon C. D. Deaai 
<t. r:fr.'0"\

0 
The hallmarks of some or tho fine 
properties we were privileged to han
dle this seaaon. 

Arter the show many collPctors who hiLve spent years bring
Ing their e-x.hi•hlt to perf~tlon m!IJY find there I~ little morb 
tt <·y can adll. Our ad\'kf' to you Is to 

S[LL YOUR EXHIBITION COLLECTION 
in the "Connoisaeur" Market-which meana 

AT THE SP[CIALISED STAMP SALES 
W'O are no.w reserving sulla:ble dateoe In our New Season'• 
Auction Programme for th<' sale ot such propertle& and If you 
wteh to take advantage of our International Auction Service 
please let us know as soon as posllllble the t}-pe of property 
you would like us to offer for you. 

Our Auction ~ervitce Is operated In London, Bournemouth an<'li 
Philadelphia, regular sales being held at eaoh branch--with 
Agencies In Melbourne and In Bombay. Thus we ensure the 
flneat possible market In the world Is secured tor all good 
class postage stamps and 'J)ostal historical ma.tcrlal. 

Whatever your requirement you may be confident we will 
s1~ure for you 

THE BEST NET RESULTS 
Send for our Current Auction Cata
loguea a.nd "Review" which will give 
you deta1ls of our International Or
ganlaation a.nd terms of sale. 



Sissons' 1950 . 
B~ N. A •. Catalogue 

A Complete Illustrated 52 paQe List 

CANADA N[WfOUNOLANO 
· AND THE PROVINCES 
• POSTAGE 
• REVENUES 
• STATIONERY 
• OFFICIALS 
• MINT AND US.ED BLOCKS 
• PLATE BLOCKS. Etc. 

Price 25c 
(Refund•ble on $2.00 order) 

. . 1 N. SISSONS 
59 Wellington Street West, Toronto 1, Canada 


