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B.N.A. STAMPS 
and COVERS 

are always available for sole in our 
auctions, the catalogues of which are 
known to be the best in the world. 

SPECIALISED STAMP SALES 
(British Empire) are ·held in london and the outstanding 
quality of the material makes them of particular interest 
to the specialist and the advanced collector. 

POSTAL HISTORY AUCTIONS 
Also held in london, include pre-adhesive covers, old letters, 
ship letters, cancellations and postal stationery. 

GENERAL SALES 
In Bournemouth comprise collections, mixed lots, collec
tions by country, wholesale lots, single items, etc. 

THE BUSY BUYER'S SERV~CE 
Is designed to assist specialists and busy collectors with 
limited interests who have neither the time or the inclina
tion to search through innumerable catalogues for their 
particular requirements. This service ensures that they 
receive only those catalogues likely to contain their speciali
ties, and, moreover, the individual lot numbers are pin
pointed so that no one need spend long studying any 
catalogue. Details are available from 

Robson Lowe Ltd . 

50 Pall Mall, London, S.W.l. 
Please say that you saw this in "B.N.A. Topics" 



Increase • tn Advertising Rates 
Because of increased production costs the Society has been forced to 
raise the advertising rates for BNA TOPICS, effective July 1, 1958. 
Commencing on this date, advertising rates for this publication will be 
a s follows: 

Full Page ...................... 15.00 13.50 12.00 

Half Page ............... ........ . 8.50 7.50 6 .50 

Quarter Page ···· ···· ····· 5.25 4.50 4.00 

Column Inch ............ ...... 1.80 1.40 1.25 

Copy must be in the hands of the Advertising Manager by the first day 
of the month previous to publication. 

CANADA 

Geo. B. llewellyn, Advertising Manager 
137 Clearview Ave., 
Huntingdon Valley, Penna ., U.S.A. 

"THRIFT" STAMP 
Holmes No. FTl , 25c orange. These stamps were sold in 1919 to encour
age people to save , and were mounted sixteen to a special card which, 
when filled, could be turned in for a War Savings Stamp paying $5.00 
in 1924. A scarce and interesting World War I revenue stamp cataloguing 

in Holmes at $6.00. 

While they last - $3.95 each 

CANADA PRECANCELS 
The complete set of current Queens, Scott's Nos. 337 to 341 precancelled 

with three pairs of horizontal bars. 

Pe r set of five mint singles- 25c 

Set in blocks of four - $1.00 

STANLEY STAMP CO. (1958) LTD. 
877 HORNBY .. STREET VANCOUVER 1, B.C., CANADA 
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OUR 
MAIL AUCTION SALES 
are carefully and ac
curately described. lots 
for dea lers and collect
ors alw a ys included. 

• 
We specia lize in fi ll ing 
Want Lists for USED 
only GT. BRITAIN a nd 

COLONIES 

• 
START STAMPS 
535 Teaneck Rd. 

Teaneck, N.J. 

LYMAN'S 
B.N.A. CATALOGUE 

1958 Edition 
A comprehensive listing of the newest retail 

quotations. Worthy of your serious 
considerat ion. 

The cost? Only 40c (refundable). Could prove 
to be the best investment of the year if 

you desire to know the value 
of your collection. 

Special Offer to Stamp Clubs 
and Dea lers: 

100 copies (deivered to one a ddress) $28.00 
50 copies (delivered to one address) 15.00 
25 copies (delivered to o ne a ddress) 8.00 

O rder promptly please. O NLY ONE PRINTING 
EACH YEAR. (No advertising a ppears in our 

p ublication). 

ROBERT W. LYMAN 
(Canada) CO. 

lOX 23, STATION D, 

TORONTO 9 CANADA 
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CANADIAN COILS 
What do you need In Canadian Coils, singles, 
palra, strips or 3 or <4? Mlnt or used? What 

else do you need ln B.N.A.? 

N. R. HENDERSHOTT 
6<45 Tennent Ave., London, Ontario, Canada 

CANADA COVERS 
19th Century and Later 

First Day and First Flights 
Semi·Officlal, Stationery, E tc . 

JACK'S STAMP FARM 
Rte. 6 Woodstock, Ontario Canada 

REGULAR B.N.A. AU CTIONS 
Season subs., cats. and prices reali2.ed, $2.80 
SPECIAL BNAPS CONVENTION AUCTION 
To Include 'a UtUe bit or everything'. Send 
ln your surplus material now-only tO per cent 

commission. 
WANT LIST SERVICE-For more elusive 

items. Give It a try. 

CANADA STAMP CO. 
33 Pheasant Rd., Wlllo.,dale, Ont., Canada 

SPECIALS IN CLASSICS 
Great Britain 

1 p No. 1, block of 4, close left, beau-
tifully cancelled .... ......................... 89.50 

1p No. 1, watermark inverted, VF ........ 22.50 

1p No. 1, black cancel (Pl. 8), Vf .... .. .. 5 .50 

1p No. 1, pair, VF (Pl . 3} ........................ 17.00 

2p No. 2, faint cr., beautiful .. .. ...... ...... 6.75 
2p No. 2, VF (27.50) .. .................... 12.50 

2p No. 2a, pa le blue, VF (50.00) .......... 16.00 
2p No. 4*00, close bottom (47.50) ..... 8.50 

2p No. 19, large crow n, pe rf. 16, VF .. 4.50 
1 p No. 20*00, imperf., VF (75.00) ........ 25.00 
2p No. 29*00, b lock of 9, marginal 

w ith full imprint, VF .... .................. 15.00 

2p No. 30*00, block of 4 ..... ............... 12.50 

* 
Request these stamps for inspection. 

We have the finest a pprovals in classics. 

ALEX S. JULIARD 
Narberth, Pa . (U.S.) 



AVAILABLE NDW.I THE SECOND 1958 EDITION 

U.S. & B.N.A. STAMPS 
- virtually complete 

144 LARGE PAGES 

1500 BEAUTIFUL ILLUSTRATIONS 

MORE THAN 2500 PRICE REVISIONS 

The World's Most Widely Used U.S. Catalog! 

STAMPS of the UNITED STATES - compiled by specialists of America's largest 
stamp firm - is the most widely-used U. S. catalog in the world. Completely revised, 
the new 1958 edition contains 144 big pages, with 1500 clear and beautiful illustrations. 
Containing latest, up·to-date prices and filled with all of the information every col
lector needs, this invaluable guide and check list includes: 

• All major U. S. Postage and Airmail varieties .•. PLUS Special Delivery, Special 
Handling, Parcel Post, Officials, Postage Due, Envelope Squares, Postal Cards, 
Revenue and Telegraph stamps, etc. 

• Popular specialties such as mint position blocks, plate number blocks, mint sheets, 
perforated coils, booklet panes, first day covers, proofs and other items. 

• Complete illustrated listings of U. S. Possessions and British North America. · 
This catalog is a must for every collector. It will serve you well, not only as a valu· 
able reference boo~, but also as a reliable source of supply for these desirable issues 
at money-saving prices. 

Added F11t11te: 
U. S. STAMP 
IDENTIFIER 

A complete 12·page, 
fully illudrated book 
which shows the differ· 
ence between rare and 
common "look-ala e" 
stamps. You con use it 
to check your own col· 
lection for valuable -...._ ____ __ ...r· hidden treasures! 

Second 1958 Edition .............. 2Sc 

H. E. HARRIS & CO. DEI'T. 0 , BOSTON 17, MASS. 

RUSH me the Second 1958 Edition of your 144--p•g• cat•lo9, 
STAMPS of the UN ITED STATES, U.S. POSSESSIONS l BRITISH 
NORTH AMERICA, includin9 U. S. St1mp ld•nlifior. I om en· 
closin9 25¢. 

Name ........................ . 

Address ........ 

City l 
State ...... . 



AN ADVERTISEMENT 
DIRECTED TO COLLECTORS 

WHO ARE NOT BUYERS AT 

H. R. HARMER AUCTIONS 

Possibly reports of quarter-of-a-million dollar Caspary 
auctions, Seasons' turnovers of over a million dollars and 
the advertisement of great rarities to be offered have led 
you to believe that the H. R. Harmer a uctions are "too rich" 
for you. 

The contrary is very difinitely the case. Whilst most 
of H. R. Harmer auctions include big rarities, these are 
invariably part of a collection which contains the normal, 
more reasonable stamps and sets. Naturally it is necessary f 

for an auction house to maintain a reasonable average
value for lots, but bigger rarities permit the offering of 
smaller lots ranging from about $5 value upwards. 

Collectors would perhaps be surprised to find many 
comparatively reasonable items offered individually in 
H. R. Harmer auctions. In many instances, catalogue value 
of such items is between $ 10 and $20. 

One further big advantage of buying at the H. R. 
Harmer auctions is that the stamps are carefully described 
by experts, a ll defects are methodically mentioned to permit 
you to gauge your bids appropriately. Equally a ll lots are 
offered entirely without reserve and sold to the highest 
bidder. There are no upset p rices, no starting minimums. 

To enjoy collecting fu lly you should buy through the 
H. R. Harmer auctions. Why not start now by completing 
the form below and mailing it right away to 

THE WORLD'S LEADING STAMP AUCTIONEERS 

I. R. HARMER, Inc. 
6 West 48th St., New York 36, N.Y. 

Ploxa 7·4460 

To: H. R. HARMER, INC. 
6 West 48th St., New York 

Plea se se nd me your next auction catalogue, 
gratis. 

NAME .. .. ....... .... ... .............................. .... ........ ..... ..... . . 

ADDRESS 
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The Alpine Inn in the Heart of the Lavrentians- Scene of BNAPEX-58 

IMPORTANT! URGENT! 

BNAPEX~58 
ALPINE INN, ST. MARGUERITES, QUEBEC 

SEPTEMBER 25 - 26 - 27 

PLEASE 

RUSH! 

Make Reservations NOW .•. also Exhibition Entries NOW 

to ... 

CHAS. P. de VOLPI, 

109 Sunnyside Ave. 

Montrea l, Canada 
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ROY WRIGLEY (BNAPS 1 065) 

Checklist: 

O.H.M.S. Missing Periods 

IN T HIS GROUP of the Canada Officials 
we find in the overprinting by the Canada 

Post Office a number of varieties in which 
the period or periods are missing. At this 
writing no attempt win be made to discuss 
individual items, but it is most important 
that a checklist of known varieties be com
pleted. Collectors recognize that periods are 
missing after the letter'S', 'H', '0 and H ' and 
after 'M' in the first printings of the 1942 
War Issue, and second printings of the 1949 
issue. The following is a Jist of the reported 
varieties: 

No. 

OJ 

02 
03 
04 
06 

07 
08 

09 

010 
011 
012 

013 
014 
ou 
oua 

COl 

EOI 

M.P. 
after 

Jc S 
s 

H 
M ? 

2c S 
3c S 
4c S 

10c s 
s 
s 

14c S 
20c s 

s 
~Oc S 

$1 s 
~Oc s 
1c S ? 

M 7 
2c S ? 
3c S ? 
4c S ? 
~c S ? 

s 
s ? 
s 
s 

OH&S ? 
O&H ? 

M ? 
H ? 

7c S 
s 

tOe ? ? 

Stamp 
In sbeet 
39 LL 
~2 LL 
23 UR 

52 LL 
52 LL 
52 LL 
47 LL 
47 LL 
47 LL 
47 LL 
47 LL 
47 LL 
47 LL 
47 LL 
47 LL 

12 UL 

52 LL 
42 LL 
52 LL 
~2 LL 
78 UL 
78 U L 

47 LL 
47 LL 

? 

Plate 
No. 
31 
30 

? 

4 
32, 34 

? 
? 
? 
? 
? 
? 
? 

49 
2 
7 
1 
7 
1 
7 
1 
7 
7 

1 
? 2 

2 
7 

? 
? 
? 
? 

? 

2 
7 

In the No. 012 I have a horizontal strip 
of three with missing 'M' in third stamp. In 
No. 015a I have a horizontal strip of three 
with missing '0 & H' in second stamp, with 
narrow selvedge, showing tenth row posi
tion in upper pane. 

As many collectors have made research 
into this group, would you please check the 
above list, with comments, and advise the 
writer so the checklist may be brought up 
to near accuracy. * 

Convention Time 
Yep! it's later than you think! September 

25th to 28th is rapidly approaching, and 
you can help the host group by letting them 
know if you plan to be there. 

The Alpine Inn, Ste. Marguerite Station, 
Quebec, will rock and roll on these dates, so 
get that reservation in now! 

If there are any questions, and you have 
put away your copy of TOPICS for October 
1957; or if you find same and a question still 
arises, drop a line either to Chas. P. de
Yolpi or AI Kessler, and we guarantee a 
prompt answer. 

Come on, BNAPSers, this is our tenth-
let's make it the biggest and best yet! * 

'Popular Stamps' Suspended 
BNAPSer A. L. McCready, publisher of 

'Popular Stamps', Cobden, Ont., announced 
in his April issue that the magazine would 
have to suspend publication for a time ow
ing to sudden illness in the family. We hope 
that things soon right themselves and that 
this popular Canadian magazine will be 
with us once again. * 
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~~Up 

SQUARED CIRCLES 
EDITOR: DR. A. W HITEHEAD, 52 Havelock St., Amherst, N.S. 

H alifax Squared Circles 

H ALIFAX squared circles are common. 
This is fortunate for they form one of 

the very best fields for intensive study and 
amply repay any careful attention given to 
them. I have been studying them closely 
for years. In this I have been greatly as
sisted by E. M. Blois of Halifax, who I 
think is the outstanding authority on the 
Halifax postal history of all periods. Others 
have helped me with material or records of 
their holdings, notably Miss Cathleen Jones, 
Messrs. C. A. Kemp, C. A. Westhaven and 
Sibley Higginbotham, and Drs. Lorna Cooke 
and C. S. McKee. Many, many more have 
contributed records, stamps and notes. To 
one and all my most grateful thanks. 

I soon found it necessary to begin a day
by-day record, mostly with stamps, in order 
to dig deeply into this subject. (I have done 
the same with Belleville, Ont., and Winni
peg, Man., but of this, more later on). The 
reportings of numerous other collectors 
have gone into this record and I think I am 
now able to give the story almost complete. 
Only a few details remain undecided. 

The Hammers 
Boggs, in his list in 'Maple Leaves', Dec. 

1957, gives the issuing date of three ham
mers for Halifax: Ju 29, 93; Au 23, 93 and 
Jan 12, 94. All my friends agree with me 
that only two of these have yet been 
found, and we conclude that Boggs' first 
hammer was never used. So my 'first' and 
'second' hammer are his second and third. 

Description of the Two 
Known Hammers 

Both have 'HALIFAX, N.S.' at top and 
'CANADA' at base. 

First 11ammer. Medium-sized lettering; a 
period after 'CANADA'. Wear was soon 

116 INA TOPICS • MAY 1958 

evident, with some slight bending of ends of 
bars, especially at lower left. Later strikes 
showed much 'spread' of lettering, lines and 
bars; the corners become rounded. At least 
one collector thinks these corners have been 
filed, constituting a second 'state'. I do not 
agree. The wear was gradual, progressive, 
and may be traced where sufficient material 
is available. 

Second Hammer: TaUer, narrower letter
ing; no period after 'CANADA'. Some 
rounding of the corners perceptible in later 
strikes. 

Chronology 
This is more complex than that given in 

the handbook. 
Hammer I Au 27,98 - De 21 (?), 96 

II De 22, 96 - Ja 21, 97 
I Ja 22, 97 - Mr 30, 97 

II Mr 30, 97- Fe 9, 99 
I Revival: 2 copies are known, 

Oc 19, 98. 
II Revival: 2 copies or more, 

circa Ja 22, 1908. 

Late revival of Ha mmer II, Ja n 22, 1908. 
From the colection of R. S. B. Greenhill. 



I have hammer I, 4/Mr 30, 97 and ham· 
mer II, 2/Mr 30, 97. This is the only ex
ample of both hammers used on same date 
known to me. I believe others may come to 
light, and copies with De 21, 22, '96, and 
Ja 21, 22, '97, should be carefuJJy exam
ined. I should be most grateful for informa
tion regarding hammers used (with number 
above the date given) on these dates. 

The two revivals noted above are further 
proof of the many surprises to be found in 
squared circle study. 

Indicia 
During the squared circle period Halifax 

strikes show 1, 2, 3, 4 above the date. (A few 
'blanks' have been reported.) 

I am now certain that these numbers in 
the case of Halifax and most other towns 
are time•numbers and not, as generally sup
posed at first, clerks' numbers. I was slow 
in coming to this opinion. I had to be con
vinced; there had to be proof; mere asser
tion was insufficient. I had two stalwarts 
with me in this-E. M. Blois 'and J. J. Bon
ar of Edinburgh. When I deal, later on, with 
Belleville, Ont., I shall have more to say 
about time-numbers versus clerks' numbers; 
but even in that case I shall be open to 
conviction! 

The familiar circular date-stamp used at 
MORRIS STREET, HALIFAX (circa Jy 
95 to Au 01) also shows 1, 2, 3, 4 above the 
date. Now it is certain that such a small 
branch office would not have four clerks, so 
these numbers must be time-marks. It is 
IO$ical, therefore, to conclude that the same 
numbers at the head office, where .the 
squared circles were used, would also be 
time-marks. 

The numbers l, 2, 3, 4 may be found on 
Halifax markings before and after the 
squared circle period; for a time the let
ters A, B, C, D were used, in the 1880s. 

Returning to squared circles, none of the 
numbers are rare, but 2 and 3 are the most 
frequently found. On page 9 of the hand
book, under Halifax, I have this: "It is pos
sible to find two or more different [clerk's] 
numbers with the same date. Such groups 
are not without interest and are in demand:' 
(The demand, the hunt, for these has greatly 
increased and many collectors are keenly 
interested in this type of collecting.) And on 
page 39 I show "An unusual group of Map 
stamps, all dated HALIFAX, Ja 30, 99, with 
different numbers: 1, 2, 3." I haven't yet 
found '4' for this date on a Map stamp. Will 
someone oblige? They would find me in a 
generous frame of mind! 

' 

For several years I found groups of three 
numbers, Halifax, all same dates, accumu
lating nicely, but never the complete set of 
four! E. M. Blois had just the same experi
ence. About a year ago we came to the 
conclusion that these were clerk'stnumbers 
after all, and that things were so arranged 
that there were never more than three clerks 
on duty on any one day. And then it hap
pened! I was abl.e to mount 1, 2, 3, 4, Ju 
5, 94, proudly writing below: "The first 
complete series reported." (It took seven 
years' hard hunting.) Since then I have 
formed other complete groups · and have 
helped two other keen students to do the 
same-E. M. Blois and Sibley Higginbo
tham. I shall be only too pleased to help 
others also. 

An unusual group 
of Jubilee stamps. 
All are dated 
HALIFAX, Sp 28, 
'97, and show 

I~=~~Ji;;;:z~l a complete group 
of time numbers, 
1, 2, 3, 4, 
formerly known 
as 'Clerk's 
Numbers.' The '3' 
is the broken 
variety. 
From the 
Whitehead 

MMMM ..... M ...... .,.. collection. 

The 'Broken 3' 
The outstanding indicia variety for Hali

fax is the striking '3' used frequently in 
1897. It looks as if a sharp object fell on 
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the type. The chief feature is the long 
straight top of the '3' bent down sharply to 
the left. It is quite unmistakable. There is 
also a marked gap below the right end of 
the top. 

I have it on many dates from Ju 13, 97 to 
No 30, 97. Generally it is used as· the num
ber above the date. On Ju 3, 97 and No 3, 
97, it was used in the date itself. 

A page of 'Broken 3s', well mounted, 
makes a nice display, made still more effec
tive when contrasted with the normal '3' of 
this period. E. M. Blois first drew my at
tention to this interesting variety. 

There may be found also an abnormally 
long-topped '3', the straight top carried over 
noticeably to the left. My earliest date is 
No 26, 94. The variety is not rare; 3/ Ap 30, 
95 shows the two straight-topped '3s' ad
mirably contrasted, the abnormal long top 
being the '3' above the date. 

Inverted digits may be found. They are 
rare and mere freaks. A more interesting 
variety is '31' above the date, Ju 19, 96, 
which I have seen. It is in the collection of 
Chas. A. Porter, North Surrey, B.C. 

The 'second alate' of NAN
AIMO, B.C., also from the 
Ed Richa rdson collection. 
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CAlGARY, All>.rto, on on 
extremely handsome cover 
fra m the Ed. Richardson 
collection. 

Halifax Price List 
At the request of several collectors, I am 

suggesting the following price list for Hali
fax squared circles. 
HAMMER ONE 

10<: and up; on cover 2$c and up. 
Aug 93 dates, SOc and up. 
Sop-Dec 93 dates, 20<: and up. 
(a) Matched pair (same date, different No. 

above) $1.00. 
(b) Matched group of three (same date, dlft'erent 

No. above) $3.00. 
(c) Complete group of four (same date, I , 2, 3, 4 

above) $10.00. 
RequJred dates for (a), (b), (c), SO<: and up. 
Transitional period, Ja 22-Mr 29, 91, SOc and up. 
Transitional period, Mr 30, 97, $2.50. 

HAMMER TWO 
tOe and up; on cover 2Sc and up. 
On Jubilee lc, 3c, SO<: and up. 
On Map stamp, 7Sc and up. 
Broken '3', 7Sc and up. 
(a) Matched pair (same date, diflerent No. above) 

$1.00. 
(b) Matched group of three (same date, diflerent 

No. above) $3.00. 
(c) Complete group or four (same date, 1, 2, 3, 4 

above) $10.00. 
(c) on Jubilees $12.SO; on Maps $1S.OO. 

RequJred dates for (a), (b), (c) 7Sc and up. 
First month (De 22, 96 to Ja 22, 97) SO<: and up. 

H ammers One and Two used on same day $7.SO. 



A superb strike of VAN· 
COUVER, B.C., Au 30, '94. 
Property of Chas. A. Porter. 

Revised Dates for Saskatchewan 
Alberta and British Columbia 

(Only those dates which supersede the handbook 
are given here) 

SASKATCHEWAN 
Prince Albert 

Latest: De 28, 98. 
(Known also on KG V 1Tc Die I , red) 

ALBERTA 
Calpi'J 

Earliest: la 10, 94; Latest: Mr I , 00. 
Above the date: AM, PM, also '7' in 1899. 

Edmonton 
Earliest: My 24, 94. 

Innlsfall 
Earliest: Fe 4, 96. 

Letbbrldae 
Latest: No 2, 99. 
RP: 30. 

Macleod 
Earliest: Mr 3, 94; Latest: No 9, 98. 

Red Deer 
Latest: My IS, 02. 

BRITISH COLUMBIA 
Ashcroft Slatton 

Earliest: Ja 2, 97; Latest: Ap 10, 98. 
Donald 

Latest: Ja 10, 99. 
Goldtn 

Earliest: My 30, 9S. 
Kamloops 

(On Thompson R ., not Columbia R ., as in hand· 
book). 

Earliest: Oc 22, 93. 
Kaslo 

EnrUest: M y - , 9S. 
Nanalmo 

First State: 
Latest: De 23, 96. 
RF: 40. 

Second State: 
RP, for impressions up to 1910: 40; for later 

dates: 20. 
Above the date : AM, PM, I, 7 (this is on 

later strilces and stands for 7 AM, I am told). 
Ross land 

Latest: De S, 96. 

Sandon 
(Now a 'ahost' town.) 
Earliest: Sp ts, 97; Latest : Jy 28, 99. 

Union 
The handbook 'location• Is erroneous and will be 

corrected in a future issue. 
Latest: Ap 29, 98. 

Vancouver 
Earliest: Oc 23, 93; Latest: Ap 6, 96. 

Vernon 
Earliest: Mr 23, 9S; Latest: De 30, 97. 
Above the date: Blank, also 3 (?). 

Vktorla 
Hammer One: 

Earliest; Jy 10, 98; Latest: Mr 20, 9S. 
RF: IS·20. 

Hammer Two: 
Earliest: Ja 7, 9S; Latest: Oc 11, 97. 
RF: 10. 

Hammer Three: 
Earliest: Oc 3, 97; Latest: Ja 28, 1900. 
RF: 10. 

Hammer Four: 
RF: SO. 

A Find 
Norman Brassier, Paterson, N.J., reports 

finding ST. GABRIEL DE MONTREAL. 
This is the second copy known. * 

U.P.U. Studies Stamp Sizes, Colors 
At the recent Ottawa Congress of the 

Universal Postal Union a committee was 
appointed to study adoption of limits on 
the sizes and colors of stamps. The com
mitee's proposals will be presented to the 
next U.P.U. Congress, in Brazil in 1962. 
The proposals on sizes and colors were 
made in an effort to eliminate excessively 
large stamps. 

Another subject discussed was a plan to 
replace the International Reply Coupon 
with an international stamp valid for post
age in any country. This will also be under 
consideration by a committee, and resolu
tions presented at the 1962 meeting. * 
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E. A. SMYTHIES, FRPSL (BNAPS 1440) 

Duplex of Quebec Province 

THE Province of Quebec has two large 
:ilies-Montreal and Quebec-which be

tween them had more than 45 duplex ham
mers in the Victorian era. Apart from 
these, the province did not go in extensively 
for duplex, the only examples recorded to 
date being five duplex among four towns up 
to 1893, i.e., when squared circles were 
aropted, while nine more town commenced 
using duplex after squared circles stopped 
around 1899-1901. As the duplex of Mont
real have already been described and il
lustrated in TOPICS (Sept. 1957), I propose 
to omit these in this article, which will 
describe and illustrate the duplex types re
corded for the city of Quebec (15), with 
which can be correl.ated the 16 duplex re
corded for the other 13 towns. 

Jn the first requisition for duplex ham
mers to Berri in 1860, Montreal, Quebec 
and Three Rivers were included. I have 
failed to trace any example of Three Riv
ers, presumably it was of the standard early 
type (vide TOPICS, page 198, figs. 1 or 2) 
with the letters 'C E' in the dater. 

The earliest Quebec duplex is rather a 
mystery (see fig. 1). If this was made by 
Berri, it was quite different to his usual 
type, having eight thick bars in the killer 
and a type II closed circle in the dater. 
Moreover, it was apparently not brought 
into use for years, the earliest known date 
(illustrated by Jarrett and Boggs) being 
1866. I have strikes dated 1868 to 1876, 
during which period it was in frequent use. 
So it seems reasonable to assume it was not 
made until 1866, and could not have been 
supplied by Berri in 1860. There were two 
hammers, i.e. with indicia (a) blank, 1866-
68; (b) with the letter 'C', from 1868. What 
this letter indicated is not clear, possibly it 
was a time mark. 

This duplex continued in use until 1876, 
when it was replaced by a pair of new 
duplex (fig. 2), similar to the standard 
Berri type, i.e. with ll or 12 thin horizontal 
bars in the killer and an incomplete circle 
in the dater, but with the letters 'QUE' in
stead of 'CE'. These duplex were not made 
by Berri but by Pritchard and Andrews of 
Ottawa, as impressions of them are found 
in the Proof Book of the Philatelic Foun-
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dation, New York (the P.F. Book), dated 
1876. There were two hammers, with 11 
and 12 bars respectively. The P.F. Book 
also records in 1877 a hammer for Three 
Rivers, of the same type II.A.ll. 

In 1880 Quebec, simultaneously with 
Toronto and Montreal, adopted a rare type 
of duplex (fig. 3) with the name of the 
town in capital letters incorporated in the 
killer. There is a remarkable feature about 
this duplex. Normally, duplex hammers are 
rigid, so that any relative movement between 
dater and killer is impossible. But in the 
case of this Quebec duplex~and this also 
applies to the similar Toronto duplex-the 
dater and killer were not rigidly fixed to
gether, and different strikes show distinct 
relative movement. Member J . J. Bonar 
(No. 892) has suggested that the detach
able portion, i.e. the dater, was screwed on 
instead of being fixed by a bayonet joint, 
and in consequence might end up at any 
hour and any angle to the fixed killer. Fig. 3 
illustrates this. The 2-ring target duplex, 
discussed and illustrated on page 201 of 
TOPICS (Sept. 1957) are further examples 
of these shifting duplex types, which may 
provisionally be classified as "Screwed" dup
lex. None of these continued in use very 
long, and all are distinctly scarce. 

About the same time, 1880, Quebec also 
introduced the standard duplex type of that 
period, with 14 horizontal bars in the cir
cular killer, and type 11 dater with the word 
'CANADA'. There were two sub-types of 
this, at first with blank indicia, and later 
with 'AM/PM'. These are both recorded in 
the P.F. Book. This type of duplex was also 
adopted by two other towns in the prov
ince, St. Hyacinthe with 14 bars and St. 
Johns QUE. with I 5 bars (fig. 4). In 1886 
there was a further change, the number of 
bars in the killer being reduced to 10, which 
also is recorded in the P.F. Book. 

Between 1888 and 1895 two more pairs 
of duplex hammers came into use. The 
first pair (1888-91) had nine medium bars 
in the killer of 25 mm. diameter, with 
'AM/ PM' in the dater, but one dater shows 
small dots and the other shows small Mal
tese crosses on either side of the date. The 
second pair (1891-95) also had nine bars 
in the killer, but the daters varied, in one 
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case 25 mm. diameter with Maltese crosses 
(fig. 5), in the other 23 mm. with dots. 

Buckingham apparently had no squared 
circle hammer, as it is not recorded by 
Whitehead. Instead, a duplex hammer was 
in use 1894-99, with 10 thick bars and 
bl.ank indicia. 

The final change in Quebec duplex took 
place in 1900-01, when the standard type of 
that period was adopted, with nine thick 
bars in the killer. There are, however, tbrc:e 
interesting variations in the dater which 
were briefly mentioned in my article on 
Canadian Time Marks (TOPICS, Feb. 1958). 
In rapid succession we find (i) large dater 
25 mm. with low numbers as indicia 2, 3, 4 
(fig. 7); (ii) small dater 23 mm. with let
ters B, C, D as indicia (fig. 8); (iii) small 
dater with high numbers, 7, 12, 19, etc. as 
indicia. Smaller towns had AM/ PM or 
blank. 

Variations of this type of duplex were 
adopted about the same time for a number 

of towns, some of which had never bad 
duplex before. There are two distinct types 
of duplex in this late period, i.e. (i) small 
dater and killer 22 to 24 mm. with small 
letters; (ii) large dater and killer, 25 to 26 
mm. with large letters. Two more import
ant towns, St. Hyacinthe and Three Rivers, 
had the larger size (fig. 6) whileseven other 
towns had the smaller size (fig. 9). The com
plete Jist, so far recorded, is given in the 
accompanying Appendix, with details of dat
er and killer. Quite possibly there are 
others which have not yet come to light, 
and if readers of this article can find and 
record new items, it will be valuable addi
tion to our knowledge. 

FllUIIly, I must mention and illustrate (fig. 
10) one rare freak. In 1891 Huntingdon was 
using a remarkable duplex, with dater of 
the antiquated type I (no complete outer 
circle) and a circular killer of 10 thick 
horizontal bars, cut dlagonaJJy, from 11 to 
5 o'clock, by a broad blank line. This is 
unlike any other known duplex, and why 

Newfoundland P.O. Salaries 
MEMBER W. E. Lea (No. 687) has sent 

us the following list of Newfoundland 
post office salaries, published in 'The Royal 
Gazette', Nos. 1-44 (Jan.-Oct. 1875). This 
should indicate the comparative size and 
importance of the various post offices of that 
period, as it is highly probable that there is 
a direct relationship between the salaries 
paid and the size of the office. 

Postmaster Harbor Orace (for services and 
rent of offices ........................................................ $4SO 
Letter Carrier ............................ ..... ............... ..... S2 

Postmaster: 
Carbonneau ............................................................ 2SO 
Brtsus ...................................................................... 242 
Trinity ................................................................ ...... 160 
Placentia .......................................................... ........ 120 
Bonavista ................................................................ 100 
Pogo .............................................................. ...... .... 100 
Twllllngatc .... . .. ... ..... ..... ...... ... ..... . .. ... ...... ...... .. ........ 120 
Bay Bulls ...................................................... .......... 70 
Perrylnnd .... ...... ...................................................... 80 
Trepassey .................... ............................................ 24 
Little Placentia ...................................................... 70 
Burin ....... ................................................................. 120 
Harbor Briton ........................................................ 100 
Buraeo .................................................................... 60 
Oreenspond ................... ......................................... 100 
New Pelican .................. ........... .................... ...... .. . 100 
Channel ........................................................ ...... .... 80 
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Heart's Content ........................................ ............ $ 40 
l.n Poile ........................... ........................... ............ 30 
Rose Blanche .. .................. ................. ........ ........... 60 
Catalina ........... ....................................................... SO 

Wayma.sten-Way Oftk,es 
Bay Robert ................ $24 New Harbor ............ $24 
Bay de Verde .......... 24 Nippers Harbor ........ 24 
St. Georges Bay ...... 24 Oderln ........................ 24 
Bay of Islands .. ........ 24 Old Perlican .............. 24 
Black Head ......... ..... 30 Paradise ........... ........... 24 
Bonne Bay .... ............ 20 Petty Harbor ............ 8 
Burnt Island ..... ......... 8 Portugal Cove .......... 3S 
Cats Cove .......... ... ..... 8 Port de Orave .......... 19 
English Harbor ........ 20 
Exploits ...................... 20 
Fermeuse .................... 8 

Push Through .......... 20 
Salvage ........................ 20 
Salmonier North .... 24 

Fortune ...................... 3$ Salmonier South ...... 8 
Fortune Harbor ...... 8 ScWy Cove .............. 8 
Oamlsh ................. ..... 24 Sound Island . ........... 16 
Gooseberry Is. .......... 8 Spaniards Bay .......... 16 
Orand Bank .............. 35 St. Mary's ...... ............ 40 
Orates Cove ......... ..... 8 St. Lawrence ........ .... 24 
Harbor Main ....... ..... 40 Tilt Cove ................... 19 
Harbor Buffet .......... 20 Topsail .. ........ ............ 20 
Hanl's Harbor .......... 20 Tor Bay ...................... 20 
Heart's Content ...... 40 Western Bay ............ 20 
Hermitage .................. 24 LIUle Bay Is. .......... 16 
Herring Neck ............ 20 Jacksons Cove . .. .. .... 1 6 
HolYrood .................... 20 Bareneed .................... 8 
Upper Island Cove . 24 Clark's Beach .......... 8 
Kings Cove .............. 30 Northern Bay ............ 8 
tnmallne ..... .. ... .......... 24 Pouch Cove ........... ... 20 
L'ower Island Cove .. 24 



this small town, which, so far as I know, 
never bad another duplex before or since, 
should have adopted this peculiar pattern, 
is a mystery. 

This concludes the list of duplex recorded 

to date for the Province of Quebec (omit
ting Montreal), a total of 15 for Quebec 
itself, and a further l 6 for 13 other towns. 
Any additions to this Jist would be very 
welcome. The accompanying Appendix sum
marizes the data. * 

APPENDIX 

DUPLEX O F Q UEBEC AND PROVINCE 

Details of 
Serio I Approx. doter 

Indicia Details of Ki ller 
No. dotes l eHers o nd 

diam. -mm. mm 
1 a & b. 1866-75 II. CE. 20 Blank or C 8 thick bars 20 
2. 1876 I. QUE. 21 AM[ PM 11 thi n bars 25 
3. 1877-80 I. QUE. 21 (blank) 12 t hin bars 25 
4. 1880 II. 23 (blank) 8 thick bars en-

CAN ADA closing QUEBEC 23 
50 & b. 1880-86 II. 24 AM[PM 14 thin bars 24 

CANADA (blank) 
6. 1886 II. ? (blank) 10 medium bars 

CANADA 
7 0 & b. 1888-9 1 II. 25 AM[ PM 9 medium bars 24 

CANADA 
8 a & b. 1891-95 II. Nos. 9 medium bars 

CANADA 2, 3, 4 (a) 25 (b) 23 mm. 
(a) 25 
(b) 23mm. 

9 a, b, c. 1899-1902 II. (a ) 2, 3, 4 9 thick bars 
CANADA (b) B. C, 0 (a) 24 (b, c) 23 mm 

(a) 25 , (c) 7, 12, 19 
(b & c) 
23 mm, 

ADDITIONA L DUPLEX O F OTHER TOWNS OF QUEBEC 

1. 1861- I. CE ? ? 
2. 1877 II. QUE. AM\PM 
3. 1891 I. QUE. 21 Blank 

4.5 1883-97 II. QUE. 25 AM[ PM 

6 . 1894-99 II. QUE. 24 Blank 
7-15 1899-1902 II QUE. AMI PM 

22 to 25 mm or Blank 
16 1901-02 II. QUE. 25 Small Nos. 

TOTAL ADDITIONAL DUPLEX = 16 FOR 13 TOWNS. 

NOTES: 

• (a) Small dots; (b) small Maltese crosses in doter. 

t Similorfor St. Hyacinthe ( 1883) but 14 bars. 

Probably 13 bars 
11 medium bars 
10 thick bars cui 

diagonally 20 
15 thin bars 26 

10 thick bars 22 
9 thick bars 22 to 26 

8 t hick bars 24 

Ill us. 
Remarks 

No. 

1 Two hammers 
2 In P.F. Book 

rimilar duplex in 
3 Toronto & Mont. 

at some lime. 
4 type Two hammers 

i n P.F. Book 
In P.F. Book 

5 In P.F. Bk. 2 hom-
mers' (See note) 

6 type Two hammers. 

7, 8, & Note changes in 
9 type indicia. AM[PM 

for small towns. 

PROVINCE 
Name of Town 

Three Rivers. 
2 type In PF Bk. 

10 Hunti ngdon. 

4 St. John, QUE. t 
(See note) 

9 Nine towns• • 
6 (See note) 

Berthier-en-houl 

• • Granby, Hull, Magog, Ste. Cunegonde, St. Hyacinthe, St. Jerome, Sherbrooke, Three Rivers, Volleyfield. 
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Notes on Canadian Air.mails 
---------------- By N. PELLETIER (BNAPS 1268) 

BRITISH COLUMBIA AIRWAYS LIM
ITED was formed in 1928 as an air 

service between Victoria and Vancouver, 
B.C. Official permission was granted to issue 
a special 5 cent stamp as an extra charge 
on letters using the airline's mail service. An 
order was given Victoria printers for 100,-
000 special stamps. 

The airline's first flight was on July 23, 
1928. Covers from Victoria, B.C., bore a 
handstamped impression in three lines: 
"First Flight/ Air Mail/Victoria-Vancouver, 
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B.C." Since the printers did not produce the 
stamps on time, only regular postage stamps 
were used. It is my belief that very few 
covers from this flight are in the hands of 
collectors. · 

The special B.C. Airways' stamps were 
finally received and first used on the August 
3 flights to and from Victoria and Vancou
ver. The Victoria covers have the word 
"Regular" added between the words "First" 
and "Flight." 

Some philatelic catalogues state that in 



the first flight utilizing the air stamp, the 
plane and crew were lost. This is incorrect, 
since old newspaper files prove that this 
airline made regular flights, and had re
cently inaugurated a triangle schedule (Vic
toria-Vancouver-Seattle) which lasted until 
late Saturday morning, August 25, 1928. 

The following Monday's newspaper in
forms us that a British Columbia Airways 
ten-passenger Ford tri-motor aircraft had 
left Vancouver at 10 o'clock on Saturday 
morning for Seattle (one hour's flight) and 
had crashed while flying low in extremely 

foggy weather. Pilot Harold Walker (vet
eran Seattle air mail pilot), co-pilot L. Car
son of Victoria, and five passengers were 
lost. The crash is believed to have been 
heard from the coast but heavy fog and 
smoke made it impossible to determine the 
cause of the sound. The plane evidently 
came down near Port Townsend, just across 
the Straits of Juan de Fuca from Victoria. 
The water at this point had a strong rip
tide and a depth of approximately 20 fath
oms. a search was made by boats and air
craft from both sides of the border. * 

By DAN MEYERSON (BNAPS L3} 

'

HERE were two interesting sales of New
foundland material held in New York 

during the month of February by the firm 
of H. R. Harmer. The first was the sale of 
the Chafl.in material and it took place on 
Feb. 3. Among the lots offered for sale was 
a comer block of 8 (2x4) of the 1d (Scott 
No. 1) which brought $80 as compared to a 
catalogue valuation of $88. A block of four 
of the 5d (Scott 5) went over full catalogue 
when it was knocked down at $140. A diag
onal bisect of the 8d scarlet (Scott 8a) on 
cover to New York didn't stop until it got 
to $440. A block of four of the ld (Scott 
15a) went very reasonably at $50 and a 
complete sheet of 40 of the 5d (Scott 19a) 
sold for $I 60. A mint sheet of 20 of the 
6d rose (Scott 20) realized $21 and a sheet 
of 20 of the 6~d brought $80. The rou
lettes were all present in mint blocks, a set 
seldom seen at auction, and those in at
tendance seemed to realize it because the I c 
(Scott 37) brought $170, and the mint block 
of the 2c (Scott 38) sold for $90, while the 
block of the 3c (Scott 39) brought the top 
price of $200. The last value, the 5c (Scott 
40), realized $100. 

The coOectlon also had one of the finest 
assortments of the 1897 Provisional ever 
offered at auction. A trial proof of the com-

plete setting of 50 in red on white paper 
(heavil)' creased) realized $130 and an un
used copy of the surchage in red of Type 1, 
Gibbons 80a, went for $150; the same 
stamp in used condition sold for $170. A 
copy of the Type II with wide space be
tween 'ONE' and 'CENT' and probably 
unique, changed hands at $550. This last 
item was surcharged in red and in black. 
The ordinary Type I also in red and black 
went at $220 for an unused copy and $180 
for a used copy. 

Amongst the I 920 Provisionals an invert 
of the 2c on JOe (Scott 127a) was knocked 
down at $75 and an essay of the surcharge 
in red on the stamp sold for $45. An in
vert of the 3c on 15c (Scott 128a) sold for 
$I 50. The 3c on 6c with inverted sur
charge (Scott 160a) realized $105, just top
ping $95 realized for a copy of the trial 
black surcharge (5 mm. spacing). In the 
airmails a Hawker on cover (Scott Cl) trad
ed hands at $1100. 

The second sale comprised the 20th cen
tury Newfoundland collection of the late 
Caroline Prentice, and a resume of the 
prices realized for this material will be 
found in the 'Trade News' section of this 
issue (page 129). * 
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GORDON P. LEWIS (BNAPS l506) 

MORE INFORMATION ON . .. 

Union Steamships Limited 

I N THE November 1957 issue of BNA 
TOPICS we published some notes on the 

cancellations of Union Steamships Limited. 
Since that time we have received further in
formation on these markings from members 
A. G. Anderson (who supplied the original 
data) and Jas. B. McClelland. 

VIII $f'fAMSHIP 
4tii' ' r-..t 

AtlG ~ J 95"4 
s. 

Mr. Anderson states that 1954 markings 
are found with a frame of different size 
(37 x 22 rom.) as illustrated in the above 
sketch. He has these on the following book
lets: (Scott 1958 numbers) 284a, 286a, 306a, 
32Sa, 327a, 328a, 286b, 287b, 327b. He also 
reports "S.S. CATALA" on Scott Nos. 284a, 
286a, 306a. These are cancelled in violet on 
complete booklet panes. 

More recently Mr. Anderson has reported 
a strike measuring 14 x 43 mm., with cut 
corners, in reddish violet, reading: 

UNION STEAMSHIPS LTD. 
Oct. 27, 1936 

S.S. LADY CECILIA 
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This is on two stamps on piece with 
Scotts 217 and 196. He also has the above 
cancellation, with name of boat not show
ing, on perfin W6-WHM-H5lh (Perfin 
Group listing). 

Jas. B. McClelland adds to the informa
tion now accumulating on these markings 
with the following letter: 

"Am enclosing a couple of pictures (see 
below) of 'Steamer' cancellations from my 
collection which might be of interest appro
pos your article in the November 1957 issue 
of TOPICS. The pictures are self-explana
tory re stamps, dates, ship names. The S.S. 
Prince George was operated by the Cana
dian National Steamships service-this item 

(Continued oo Page 128) 



Reprinting of Back Numbers of Topics 
As a new member, J have been feverishly 

trying to acquire all the back numbers of 
TOPICS. As many members will agree, the 
pursuit of the first six volumes is a frus
trating and arduous task. 

If there were a sufficient number of mem
bers interested in the purchase of these back 
issues, maybe some action could be initiated 
with a view to reprinting these hard-to-get 
numbers. Let's hear some discussion on the 
subject. 

F / L 1. 1. Charron (No. 1525) 

We're Glad to be of Service! 
In was very good of you to accede to my 

request regarding the two missing copies of 
TOPICS which have now arrived here. Your 
service is very much appreciated. Frankly, 
I am delighted to have a complete file of 
the magazine and thanks to you for the help. 

I would like to explain that the primary 
reason for the delay in asking for help was 
~is: early in 1956 I became a hospital pa
tient, undergoing major surgery on two oc
casions, and only just recently have I been 
able to begin taking an interest in things 
apart from recovery. It is very gratifying 
to receive such co-operation as you have 
now given, for I consider that anything 
which pertains to membership in the So
ciety is very much worthwhile. 

W. A. C. Warren (No. 952) 

Plate Blocks 
Following is a copy of a Jetter I forward

ed to the Canadian Post Office Department 
under date of March 13, 1958: 

"l have collected matched sets of Cana
dian plate number blocks for a good many 
years. I have spent hundreds of dollars on 
them and have bought most of them in the 
free market of dealers. 

"I was terribly concerned when I learned 
of your ruling that in the future all plate 
numbers would have to come from the 
Philatelic Agency. 

"I for one will no longer collect Cana
dian stamps or plate numbers as of the 
time that your ruling went into effect. I 
know there are hundreds of collectors that 
feel as I do. If we cannot have free enter
prise there should be NO ENTERPRISE. I 

cannot spend the time to fill out orders to 
Ottawa for stamps, go to the bank for ex
change, pay postage, etc., when they come 
from your dealers prepaid and we pick out 
what we want. 

"Jn my opinion you have killed the goose 
that laid the golden egg. As an example, 
on your $1 totem pole stamp, to get 
matched sets I have to buy $16 face value 
of your government's stamps which will 
never be used. This is for each plate number 
and also for the '0' overprints, so for 
two plates of each this would be $64 you 
collect. I for one am through and I will 
try and get every B.N.A. Society coUector 
to do likewise." 

Dudley Atwood (No. 998). 

• EDITOR'S NOTE: To the best of our 
knowledge, there Is nothing in the new 
arrangements whkh will prevent dealers 
from stocking and selllog plate blocks. 
As most of tbem always obtllloed their 
supplies from the PbllateJic Agency, lt 
seems that things wiJl go on as here-to· 
fore as far as obtaining blocks from deal
ers Is concerned. 

'Sputnik' Squared Circle 

I fear that the 'Sputnik' which invaded 
the squared circle as recorded by Dr. Day 
in the February issue of TOPICS is one 
which failed to get into its proper orbit and 
that the strip you illustrated came to earth 
at Chatham, Kent, England. In other words 
Dr. Day's strip was in all probability on a 
letter addressed to Chatham which was 
re-addressed to some other town and re
ceived on 17th April the Chatham date 
stamp which is the common contemporary 
English type of squared circle. I have two 
covers with similar English cancellations 
around this period and one or two speci
mens off cover. Re-directed letters provide 
quite an assembly of 'used abroad' cancel
lations. Several are illustrated by Jarrett and 
I have come across several others. 

May I also shed a little light on the 
cover iUustrated on page 35 of the same 
issue. The Scotch whisky it advertises was 
the product of the Distillers Company Ltd. 
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-whence the initials-at that time one of 
many companies in its line but which now 
by a process of amalgamation has come to 
control the major part of the whisky trade 
in Scotland. 

J. J. Bonar (No. 891). 

• EDITOR'S NOTE: S~ also the March 
issue for a slmUar explanation of the 
Chatham cancellation by Dr. Wbltehead. 

'Improvised' Duplex 

Referring to Mr. E. A. Smythies' "Post· 
script" in TOPICS of September last, there 
is in my collection what appears quite evi
dently to be another 'improvised' duplex 
made up with the town dater of Bowman
viUe and the two-ring target. 

This is dated 15 years later than those 
Mr. Smythies refers to and the spacing is 
7 mm. instead of 4 mm. with the target just 
a little below 3 o'clock. However, th.e man
ner of its use leaves little or no doubt of the 
two being tied together in one hammer. The 
marking is a transit back stamp partly miss
ing the cover. There can be no conceivable 
reason for the use of the target· as a separate 
hammer and the whole marking has every 
appearance of one strike. Enclosed is the 
cover for inspection. (See illustration above.) 

Cbas. A. Porter (BNAPS 669) 

• Letters have been received commenting 
on our editorial and other aspects of 
the plate block controversy. Unfortunate· 
ly there was neither the time nor room 
to include them in the current Jssue. 
They wJll be published in the June issue, 
together with any further communica· 
tlons received on this subject. 

The EdHor. 
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Union Steamships Limited 
(Continued from Page 116) 

was on a mailing from Ocean Falls, B.C., to 
Vancouver. 

"The S.S. Catala was operated by Union 
Steamships Ltd. Origination and destination 
of this item is not known. Both boats are 
now out of this run. I have several other 
cancellations on the 3c Meda1lion." 

Accord1og to a story in the 'Vancouver 
Province,' Dec. 21, 1957, the ships of the 
Union Steamships Ltd. were up for sale be
cause of unprofitable operation of the line 
without government subsidy. 

A later report in the same newspaper 
states that "Union Steamships, which 
dropped its Bella Coola-Johnstone Straits 
passenger service because Ottawa would 
not boost its subsidy, will resume most of 
the run next month [April] . 

"The announcement was made by Capt. 
J. A. MacDonnell, just four days after 
Northland Navigation announced it would 
service the isolated ports, starting in June. 

"The Union run, using the Catala, will 
service Englewood, Beaver Cove, Alert 
Bay, Gointula, Port Hardy, Namu, Ocean 
FaJls, Bella Coola, and two points on Rivers 
Inlet." * 
This Postma n Has Odd Route 

Liverpool, N.S.-Postman Basel Bush 
has an odd route--be drives over sand 
dunes on the first leg and finishes up in an 
IS-foot dory. 

H is run· starts at West Dublin, 30 miles 
from Liverpool. First stop is the Bush Island 
post office. The road to Bush Island runs 
along the top of sand dunes, on a narrow 
strip of land connecting the island and the · 
mainland. 

From there it's a 30-mioute ride by dory 
to the post office on Bell Island. Powered 
by a one-cylinder inboard engine, the dory 
chugs over the route three times a week, 
summer and winter. 

Only twice during the past four years has 
this postman been stopped by rough seas 
or blizzards. * 
Newfoundland and Br. Col. list 

We have received a copy of a very com
prehensive list of Newfoundland and Brit
ish Colonies from BNAPSer Charles A. 
Mann, Box 3442, Charlottesville, Virginia, 
featuring some very nice material. You are 
invited to write for a copy. * 



REVIEWS • TRADE NEWS • AUCTIONS 

CROMWELL CANADA AND NEWFOUNDLAND BRING $60,000 

The second portion of the 20th century 
British Commonwealth section of the Caro
line Prentice collection was sold in Febrn
ary by H. R. H armer Inc., 6 West 48th St., 
New York, for a total of $60,821.25. 

Only Canada aod Newfoundland were Qf
fered at this sale, the balance of the British 
Commonwealth having been sold last No
vember for $67,045. 

Many of the rare Canadian items were 
proofs, imperforates or similar items be
yond normal catalogue listing but the in
terest was none the Jess very heavy. The 
1908 Quebec Tercentenary set in ungummtd 
horizontal pairs, cataloguing £ 128 by Gib
bons brought $210 (L. A. Davenport); 1912-
25 die proofs sold between $37.50 and 
$52.50. In the imperforate section two book
let panes of six of the 2c teche-beche went 
to K. Bileski at $320 and normal imper
forate blocks of four sold from $70 to 
$110, cataloguing $80 or $100. 

The 1914 unissued MacDonald-Cartier 
commemorative set of seven die essays 
brought $805 (Davenport), and a set of 10 
die proofs of the 1928-29 pictorials went to 
the same buyer for $400. 

Other Canadian prices included: 
1930·31 lmperf. JOe to $1 in o.g. blocks of 4, 

$280 (J. Sissons); 1932 Medallion Sc block of 4, 
imperf. vertically (cat. $230), $170, and a second 
block with pJate No. 1, $230; imperf. lc to 13c set 
in 0.11. pairs, $210 (Empire Stamp Corp.); 1933 Jub
ilee set of 6 die proofs, $630 (Davenpert); lmperf. 
set in o.g. pain, $220; 1933 'secret date' imperf. 
set In o.g. pairs, $210 (Davenport); 1939 Royal 
Visit 1c die proof, $140; lmperf. set or 3 in o.g. 
pairs, $100; 1942-43 lmperf. set in o.a. pairs, $240 
(Empire Stamp Corp.); air post 1928 Sc large die 
proof, $140; 1932 Conference, essay of 6c on Sc 
surcharge, $130. 

NEWFOUNDLAND PORTION 
The top price material in the auction was the 

air post issues of Newfoundland but the postage 
Issues included some Interesting realizations. 

The 1910 Guy lithographed set In lmperf. blocks 
or 4, the 6c type JI, brought $4SO, aolna to Eng
land; three unique 1919 Caribou essays also crossed 
the Atlantic at $140 each. A set of sbc progres
sive die proofs of the 1929-31 I c went overseas 
at $220 and a set of four of the 3c made $160; a 
set of live of the 1937 Long Coronation similar 
proofs of the 15c brought $220. 

The real excitement or the auction was however 
the air post issues of Newfoundland, special Issues 
for the many pioneer trans-Atlantic Olghts that 
started from St. John's. 

Two o.g. copies of the 1919 'Hawker' 3c 
brought $1900 and Sl 100, the latter centered some
what to top right; an auractive flown cover made 
$1300. An 'Alcock-Brown' flown cover, carried on 
what was the first successful trans-Atlantic cross
Ing, brouibt $170. 

Jn 1919 essays were prepared by Whitehead, 
Morris & Co. Ltd, for stamps for a propesed St. 
John's-Montreal service. A paste-up photographic 
and hand-painted example of a Sc value brouibt 
$575, and a somewhat similar essay of a 1 Oc value 
with an extra vignette went to the same buyer 
at $615. Inverted overprint copies of the 1921 
'Halifax' 3Sc sold at $3SO (to England) and with 
narrow spacing $390. 

Excitement hit the peak, however, when the rare 
'Pinedos' of 1927 were offered. A single o.a. copy, 
perfectly centered and with the lightest aum 
wrinkle, sold at $3300. The next item was lot 366-
the famous 'Cromwell' block of 4, the finer of the 
two existing blocks of the Pinedo. 

The block was commenced by the auctioneer, 
Bernard Harmer, at $14,SOO, and progressed In $SOO 
raises, A. L. Michael of Wingfield & Co., London, 
competing against the auctioneer, wl!h Mr. Michael 
finally succeeding at $17,000. 

'Pinedo' block reached $17,000 

The realization of $17,000 was the highest figure 
ever for a 'straight' (non-error) 20th century Item, 
exceeding the previous high of $16,500 also ob
tained for a Pinedo block one year ago. 

The next lot, a Pinedo cover, went to Italy for 
$410. Of the 1930 'Columbia' SOc on 36c, an o.g. 
copy made $320, a block (sheet) of four was rea
sonable at $2100, and a nown cover from the 
'Harbour Grace Mall' aroup cost $67S. 

Original India ink rough sketches of the 1931 
permanent Issue of three values sold at the ex
cept.lonal figure of $7SO each. 

The remaining rarities were a single and a block 
or four of the 1932 'DO-X' $1.SO on $1 with in
verted surcharges. The slnale went at $900 (against 
$6SO catalogue) and lhe block. of 4 sold for $3400. 
lt Is believed that the block of four was the first 
ever to have been offered 'under the hammer.' 
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Offer Exchange Plan 
A full-fledged exchange plan has been 

put into operation for auction bidders by 
Canada Stamp Co., Willowdale, Ont. This 
should be of particular interest to overseas 
members in countries where there may be 
currency restrictions, and also to those col
lectors who might wish to take on some 
new field of endeavor and dispose of items 
to finance same. According to this firm, they 
are the only auction house offering this ser
vice. 

Canada-U.S. Postal Relations 
Featured in Strand Stamp Journal 

The 'Strand Stamp Journal', published by 
H. E. Wingfield & Co., 392 Strand, London, 
W.C.2, England, commenced publication in 
its February number of an article entitled 
"Eighteenth Century Postal Relations Be
tween Canada and the U.S.A." The writer 
is Arthur Hecht, who is an archivist to the 
National Archives in Washington. In sort
ing the records of the U.S. Post Office De
partment he has come across much new 
and useful information on the U.S. and 
Canadian mail services which has not been 
published previously. 

Steinway Colledion Brings $30,000 
Full rooms competed actively against ex

tensive mail bidding when the well known 
Theodore E. Steinway collection was auc
tioned by H. R. Harmer Inc., New York, in 
March. The sale of some 830 lots brought 
$30,414.25. 

The most talked-about lot in the auction 
was Mr. Steinway's well-known collection 
of "Music in Philately" in three specially 
designed albums. It contained literally every
thing philatelic that pertained to music. * 
Special Stampex Issue of 
'Philatelic Magaz.ine' 

The sixth annual National Stamp Exhibi
tion organized jointly by the Philatelic 
Traders Society and the Junior Philatelic 
Society in London, England, was the occa
sion for a handsome special issue of the 
'Philatelic Magazine' dated March 21. The 
cover was richly printed in gold ink and 
the contents live up to the handsome wrap
ping. Of interest to B.N.A. collectors is an 
article on the Large Cents of Canada by 
Patrick Hamilton. The editor of TOPICS 
has a limited number of samples copies if 
any readers are interested. 
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Second Edition of Harris Catalogue 
Fe atures B.N.A., United States 
Stamps of tile Unlted States, U.S. Possesslotts and 

Brltlsb Nortll Alller ka. Secoad 19511 EdltJon. 
(144 pages, JSOO illustrations) Including U.S. 
Stamp Identifier. Published by H. E. Harris &: 
Co., Cataloge DepL, Boston 17, Mass. Price 2Sc. 
A perpetual demand for the very popu-

lar U.S. and B.N.A. stamps is definitely in
dicated by the newly published second 1958 
edition of the above catalogue. This com
pletely revised edition of the handsomely
illustrated 144-page booklet, with an an
nual circulation of nearly 100,000, will give 
thousands of collectors a clear picture of 
the current active market. 

An upward trend is seen in Canadian 
issues with the most strength in issues 
through the mid-20s. The used tOe 1859 
black brown (No. 16) made a $10 gain, 
listing now for $68.50. Other significant 
changes were: the 7c unused 1903-08 Ed
ward (No. 92) going from $1.85 to $2.25; 
the unused 1908 Quebec (No. 96-103) in
creased to $21 as compared to a former 
price of $18.75; and a rise from $1.65 to 
$2.25 was noted for both the unused and 
used 1c 1924 imperforate (No. 136), and 
the used SOc 'Bluenose' (No. 158). New
foundland also had its share of editing, evi
denced by the increases in issues such as 
the unused 2c 1866 (No. 24) going from 
$2.75 to $3.50; the used 20c Gilbert issue 
(No. 220) from $1.10 to $1.35, and the un
used 48c 1937 Coronation (No. 243) from 
$1.00 to $1.20. 

These are only a few of the many revi
sions contained in the new edition of this 
popular catalogue which may be obtained 
from the publishers at the nominal cost of 
25 cents. 

Caspary Total Passes 
Fine Art Record 

The largest total ever realized at auction 
in the United States for one collection was 
reached on March 25 during the disposal of 
the thirteenth Caspary sale by H. R. Hanner 
Inc., New York. 

At the conclusion of this session a total 
of $2,537,422 had been obtained. The pre
vious record was $2,536,663 from the sale 
of the Robert Hoe books, manuscripts, art 
and furnishings shortly after the turn of 
the century. 

Philately can be proud of the fact that a 
collection restricted solely to the 'humble' 
postage stamp has proved more valuable 
than a property representing all objets d'art. 

The next Caspary auction (Sale 14) has 
been scheduled for June 4, 5, 6 and 7, and 



will comprise Latin America, notably Ar
gentine, Buenos Aires and Auruguay, with 
Brazil, Chile, Colombia and States and 
Peru prominent among the remaining coun
tries. The catalogue may be ordered from 
Harmer's at $1 (refunded to purchasers in 
future Caspary autcions). 

'Rothschild' Air Collection 
Shortly after World War I the Hon. N. C. 

Rothschild was obliged to go to Switzerland 
for health reasons. To occupy his time he 
started collecting stamps and in the few 
years before his death formed an outstand
ing 12-volume collection of air stamps and 
covers. The collection, which bas never 
been exhibited and is virtually unknown in 
philatelic circles, is now the property of the 
late N. C. Rothschild's grandson, the Hon. 
N. C. J. Rothschild, who has instructed 
H. R. Hanner Ltd. to offer the collection at 
auction on June 9, in London. 

The Newfoundland section of the col
lection includes the finest group of 'Hawk-

THUMBNAIL SKETCHES OF 

eds' ever offered at auction, comprising a 
mint pair and single, three on flown covers 
and an uncancelled single on a piece with a 
'MS Martinsyde'. The $1 Alcock is repre
sented by two sheets and a back-stamped 
cover, followed by a 'Halifax' sheet and a 
mint invert. 

Keystone Postcard Club Elects Officers 
Philadelphia, Penna.-The Keystone Post

card Club, at a recent election of officers 
to serve for 1958, chose Alfred C. Riley as 
president, Harry P. Mason as vice-president, 
Elwood B. Silverthorne as treasurer, and 
Elizabeth A. Riley as secretary. 

This group meets on third Saturdays at 
the Ben Franklin Hotel, S.E. corner 9th and 
Chestnut streets, Philadelphia. Hobbies of 
members include postcard, stamp, cover, 
coin and antique collecting, plus others. 

A copy of the 'Keystone Hobby News', 
the official monthly organ, may be obtained 
from the publicity director, Louis Meyer, 
244 Fernon St., Philadelphia 48. * 

Canadian Prime Ministers 
AS SHOWN ON CANADIAN STAMPS 

No. 8: Sir Robert Borden 

E DUCATED as a lawyer, Robert Borden 
practiced in Nova Scotia, and was 

elected by the federal parliament as a Con
servative member for Halifax in 1896. 

Later, as leader of his party, he won the 
election of 1911, defeating Sir Wilfrid Lau
rier on the question of Reciprocity. Borden 
was the third Conservative prime minister 
to come from the province of Nova Scotia. 

When war broke out in 1914 he pledged 

I 

his support of Great Britain, being whole
heartedly supported by Laurier as spokes
man for the Liberal party. 

Borden saw that Canada's first contin
gent went overseas by October 1914. He 
was largely responsible for Canada's World 
War I effort whereby 400,00 men were 
called to the colors. To maintain this force 
he introduced compulsory service in 1917 
against much opposition from Quebec. How
ever, he went to the country in 1917 on a 
Union government program and was elected 
by a large majority. 

At the end of the war Borden represented 
Canada at Versailles, and at the conclusion 
of this conference be decided to retire from 
public life, being succeeded in office by 
Arthur Meighen in 1920. He died in 1937 
at the age of 83, respected by all for his 
contribution to public life in Canada. * 

BNA TOPICS • MAY 1958 131 



OFFICIAL SECTION 
BRITISH NORTH AMERICA PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

NEW MEMBERS 

JS37 Coaln, Willard H., 1192 Juno Avenue, St. Paul 16, Minnesota. 
1538 Gordon, Peter C., M.D., 18 Bellevue Avenue, Halifax, Nova Scotia. 
IS39 Lan11stroth, R. S., M.D., 190 St. John Street, Fredericton, New Brunswick. 

REPLACED ON ROLLS 

S18 Peatman, Alfred N., Renforth, Kings Co., New Brunswick. 

APPLICATIONS PENDING 

Balassa, Frank, 610-17th Avenue, Lachine 32, Quebec. 
Clay, Harry G., P.O. Box 84-, Westlock, Alberta. 
Doolittle, Frederick W. Jr., 301 B. & 0. Blda., Balllmore 1, Maryland. 
Jacobson, CWO Benj. S., USN, U.S. Naval Hospital, Chelsea SO, Massachusetts. 
Jarman, Geoffrey L., St. Marguerite Station, Quebec. 
Nielsen, Henry, Box 11, Station "F", Toronto, Ontario. 
Snaan, Alec A., 91S0-89 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta. 
Sauve, John, 614 Notre Dame Avenue, St. Lambert, Quebec. 
Schroll, Frederick L., 130 West Jefferson Street, Syracuse 2, New York. 
Taylor, Wllliam J., Rudyard, Michigan. 
Utbera, Nell S., Rt. 2, Box 431, Edinburg, Texas. 
Vernon, Stanley M., 7936 Bonfield Avenue, North Hollywood, California. 

APPLICATIONS RECEIVED 

April I, 19S8. 

(Objection~ must be filed wldl doe Seuetaey wldoln 15 Q)'s after mondl of publkatloa) 
Barron, Gerald Landon, 131 Bellemoor Rd., Southampton, England (DC-X) CAN-Gent. issues. 1st day 

and 1st ftlaht covers. Proposed by G. P. Lewis, No. LS06. 
Bishop, Wm. J., 4011 Stone Canyon Ave., Sherman Oaks, Calif. (C.X) CAN, NFD, PROV.-Mint and 

used postaae. Mint and used airmails. Proposed by J. Levine, No. Ll. 
Callard, Rea., Box 39, Tofield, Alberta (C-X) CAN, NFD-20th century mint and used postaae and mint 

blocks. Proposed by A. C. Johnson, No. 381. 
Copeland, Robert A., 40S Brown Rd., Richmond, B.C. (C) CAN, N.B., N.S., P.E.I.-19tb and 20th 

century mint and used pdstage and blocks. Colts. OHMS-G. Mint booklet panes. Mint, used and 
semi-official airmails. Proposed by H. A. MacMaster, No. 484; seconded by F. B. Eaton, No. 608. 

Knlabt, Alexander Duncan, 261 Maplehurst Ave., Wlllowdale, Ont. (C-X) CAN-19th and 20th century 
mint and used postage. 1st day covers. CoUs. OHMS-<1. Mint booklet panes. Mint airmails. Proposed 
by E. A. Richardson, No. 168. 

Young, MJss Joan E., P.O. Box 40, Sydney, N.S., (DC.X) CAN, NFD, N.S.-Mint and used postage. 
Mint and used airmails. Proposed by W. S. Ingraham, No 1220; seconded by W C. Rockett, No. 249. 

CHANGES OF ADDRESS 

1431 Chappell, Charles D., 2306 Thorndyke, SeatUe 97, Washington. 
1093 Hamilton, H. T., 992S-83 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta. 
669 Porter, Chas. A., North Surrey, British Columbia. 

1269 Puah, T. B., 1734 Gaillard Place, Richmond, Washington. 
613 Tedford, Fred C., 126 Turner Avenue, Cranston 10, Rhode Island. 

12SO Umbrclt, George M., No. S Larchwood Court, Newton, Iowa. 
1494 Weeks, Spencer, 1403-4 Street S.E., Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

RESIGNATIONS ACCEPTED 

Bowie, L. Graham Fairburn, Tbos, C. McMorran, Gordon A. 

DECEASED 

1461 Bolduc, Clifford Dolph, 104 Delamere Avenue, Stratford, Ontario. 
462 Byers, May, 247 Sussex Drive, Ottawa, Ontario. 
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MEMBERSHIP SUMMARY 
TOTAL MEMBERSHIP, March 1, 19S8 .......... . 944 

3 NEW MEMBERS, April 1, 19S8 .......... ......... ........... . 
REPLACED, April 1, 19S8 ........ .............................. .. . . 1 948 

RESIGNATIONS, April 1, 1958 ................................. . 4 
DECEASED, April 1, 19S8 .......................... ........... . 2 6 

TOTAL MEMBERSHIP, April I , 1958 ........... ........... ...... 942 

OFFICIAL NOTICE 
ELECTIONS 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 
ARTICLE IV, Section 3. A President, Vice-President, Treasurer and Secretary shall be so elected 

by ballot blennlally in the even-numbered years. Three (3) members to the Board of Governors shall be so 
elected each year for a term of three (3) years. 

Nominations for the offices to be elected may be filed with the Secretary by any Regional Group 
of the Society or by any live (S) members in good standing In time, at least, for publication in the issue 
of BNA TOPICS scheduled for release ninety (90) days before the opening of the Convention and Annual 
Meeting of such election year (September 2S-28th, 1958). At least one hundred and fifty (ISO) days before 
the opening date of such election year Convention and Annual Meeting, the President shall appoint five 
(S) members of the Society to serve and function as a Nominating Committee whose prime purpose shall 
be to prepare and present a slate of candidates for the elective offices 10 be voted. 

B.N.A. 
MJnt, Used, 19tb and 20tb century 

Want lists fiUed - nrled stock 
Please let me hear from you. 

PHILIP S. HOROWITZ 
ll-59 79tb St., Jackson Belgbts 70, N.Y. 

Members BNAPS, ASDA 

THE CANADIAN PHILATELIC 

SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN 
... offers a further source of 
information for B.N.A. specialists 
through the columns of its official 
publication, 

"MAPLE LEAVES" 

• 
Deta ils from: 

JIM WOODS 
2 Hengrave Road, 

Honor Oak Park 
London S.E.23, England 

Illustrated Covers 

This cover was carried by Labrador 
Dog-Team Post, carrying the regular 13 
cents postage for registration. The cover is 
back-stamped with the following cancels: 
Lourdes du Blanc Sablon, P.Q., 17 Dec. 25; 
Natashquan, P.Q., 13 Jan. 26; Natashquan, 
P.Q., 26 Jan. 26; Havre St. Pierre, P.Q., 30 
Jan. 26; Betsiamites, P.Q., 2 March 26; 
Quebec, P.Q., 1 t March 26; Ottawa, Ont., 
12 March 26; The Senate, 12 or 13 March, 
26; Regina, Sask., 15 March 26. - Bans 
Reiche (No. 783). * 

'Sta mp Dealer' Unique Publication 
We have received a sample copy of an 

interesting and profusely illustrated publi
cation, 'The Stamp Dealer.' For dealers 
only, it should prove of interest to all pro
fessional philatelists. Cost: $1 per year. Ad
dress: 5560 Buckingham Ave., Detroit 24, 
Mich.* 
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IF YOU COLLECT ... 

CANADA 
B.N.A. PROVINCES 
BRITISH AMERICA 
UNITED STATES 

or even other 
British Colonies 

YOU STAND TO GAIN 

By being on my active mailing 
list. Send 1 Oc today for current 
Offers. See for yourself that it 
will save you many collecting 
worries. 

L. A. DAVENPORT 
230 Lonsmount Drive 

Toronto 10, Ontario Canada 

Member of all major societies 

CANADA'S EASTER SEALS 
Complete set Perf. Blocks, 1949-1958 

includes 1958 lmperf. Block ............ .. $1.00 
Sheet 1958 (or prior) Perforated. in-

cludes lmperf. Block .... .... .... ..... ..... .. 1.00 
Block of Any Year perf. or imperf. .... .. .15 
Color Proof Sets, any, year 35c; all yrs. 3.00 

English supplied; Bilingual available. 
Minimum order $1.00. Folder on all Canadian 

Easter Seals on request. 

BERT L. BAULCH 
29 Indian Valley, Port Credit, Ont., Canada 

NEW! 1958 NEW! 
PARAMOUNT,S 

B.N.A. CATALOGUE 
Packed with vital information. Hundreds of 
price changes. Bought by more collectors than 

any other similar catalogue. 
Price 40c (refunded with flrst catalogue order) 

B.N.A. Want lists Filled 

Paramount Stamps 
BOX 55, STATION D 

TORONTO 9 CANADA 

The Sales Department . . . 
is in need of material, especially 19th century. 

There is no better way to dispose of your duplicates or 
other material which you no longer need, than through 
the books of the BNAPS Sales Department. 

There is always a ready sale for good material ... priced 
right. 

Get in touch with: 

ALEX HYDE, Sales Manager 

337 Stagg Street Brooklyn 6, New York 
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Classified Topics 
Reserved for Members of BNAPS 

RATES-2 cents per word per insertion; 500 
words to be used CIS desired, $8 00. 

COPY for Classified Topica should be sent to 
Gordon P. lewis, 37 Eldomor Ave., Bromp
ton, Ont., to arrive before the 1st of the 
month previous to publicCJtion dote. 

FOR SALE 

PRICE LIST of used CCJnCJdCI on request. W. C. 
McCiommy, RCJcky Point, N.C., U.S.A. 149tf 

BETIER CANADA. Sets, singles, mint biCJcks. 
Send wont li sts (with references). H. G. Saxton, 
139 Twelfth Ave. N.E., Calgary, Alto ., ConCJdo. 

(9Btf) 

CANADA OFFICIALS collection of 79 varieties 
with one on cover, CJnd four rare 5-hole perf. 
OHMS, $10.00. ConCJdCI OfficiCJis Checklist, list
ing 729 varieties, $1 .50. CCJnCJdo Officials 
CCIICJiogue, pricing all mCJjor vgrietles, $1 .50. 
Selections of ConodCJ Officials o r Canada Reve
nues sent on request, or send wCJnt list. Roy 
Wrigley (APS, BNAPS, CPS, etc.), 2288 Belle
vue Ave., West Vancouver, B.C. 151-tf 

HAVE LARGE SELECTION of Advertising, Hotel, 
Exhibition CJnd Patriotic covers. 3 cent Small 
Queens- Corks, Towns, Dated, including West· 
ern. Have Squared Circles-will sell them. Also 
will exchange good stamps for covers before 
1910. HCJrry F. Williams, 331 Spring Garden 
Road, Halifax, N.S. 157-2t 

Q .E. II (G.B.) Visit to Canada and U.S.A., 2 cCJvers 
far $1. Also Napthadag 1st day cover (6 vats.) 
$1; and mint N.D.'s. Rare Inter-Parliamentary 
12/8/ 57 London covers $1 (afsg ditto on Air 
Letter Sheets); CJnd o ther interesting material 
(G.B.). Price lists sent. Prompt delivery by a ir 
ma il. Send orders plus posta ge to G. l . BCJrron, 
Bellemoor Road, Southampton, Eng. 154-3t 

LA VERENDRYE Cacheted First Day Covers 
To be serviced from Dauphin, ManJtoba, in the 
territory first explored by La Verendrye and 
his sons and where they bu ill Fort D auphin. 
Sln&lts 20c Pairs 1Sc Blocks 3Sc 
The date for this issue bas been tentatively set 
as June 4th by the Post Office Department. A 
special sloaan cancellation used on all covers as 
Dauphin is celebrating Its Diamond Jubilee. 

OaupltJn Stamp Cl ub, Box 389, Dauphin, Mao. 

EXCHANGE 

CANADA OFFICIALS AND REVENUES wanted in 
exchange for CCJnCJdCI PostCJge or Pfgte Blocks. 
Roy Wrigley, 2288 Bellevue Ave., West Van
couver, B.C. tf 

CANADA- Early sing les. 1922 to dCJte mint or 
used blocks, including booklets. Will exchCJnge 
for U.S. mint or used, also FDC world. Gen
e rCJI fi rst flight covers including fine Zeppelin 
mall. Almost anything of Austria, induding 
rare postal stationery mint or FD cancelled. 
Stomps of the world mounted by country. 
Joseph Bush, 61 W. 74 St., New York 23. 146tf 

WANTED 

WANTED FOR CASH- Squared circle, two-ring 
numeral and fancy cancels on or off cover, 
Small Queens only; also illust rated and earner 
cord covers. George Hicks, Lis towel, Ont. 1 42-tf 

SQUARED CIRC LES WANTED- Will buy o r ex
change Beeton, Byng Inlet, St. Hilarion, Free
port, Great Village, Northport, Wolfville, But
ternut Ridge, Newcastle Creek, Malone, Pointe 
A Pic, St. Polycarpe, Stonstead, Sutton, Alma 
1st, Angus, Blue Vole, Blyth, forest, fort Wil 
liam, Millbrook, Na u agaweyCJ, Pontypool, 
Simcoe, Bleeker, Woterdown, Watford, Este
von, Ashcroft Station, Revelstoke, Lombton 
Mills. l M. Ludlow, Box No. 64, Grosse lie, 
Michgian. 151-tf 

SQUARED CIRCLES WANTED- Belleville: (o) 1st 
ha mmer, any date, any number above; (b) 
gny hammer for the following . The complete 
date CJnd the number above the date (given 
first in each cCJse) most essential: 2-0c 2, 93; 
2-No 3, 93; 2-De 13, 93; 3-Ja 15, 94; 4-Fe 5, 
94; 2-Mr 19, 94; 2-Ap 18, 94; 4-Ap 27, 94; 
4-My 17, 94; 2-My 22, 94; 4-J u 8, 94; 2-0 c 14, 
94; 2-No S, 94; 2-De 24, 94; 3-Ja 22, 95; 
4·Fe 7, 95; 3-Fe 16, 95; 3-Mr 23, 95; 2-Ap 4, 
95; 3-Uo 5, 95; 2-Ja 16, 96; 3-Mr 10, 96; 2-
Mr 27, 96; 2-Mr 29, 96; 2-My 8, 96; 3-0 c 19, 
96; 2-Jy 8, 97; 2-Jy 19, 97; 2-Jy 31, 97; 2-Au 
14, 97; 2-Au 19, 97; 2-Sp 10, 97; 2-Sp 30, 97; 
2-0 c 15, 97; 2-0c 21, 97; 2-Nov 22, 97; 4-
De 20, 97. A. Whitehead, 51 Havelock St., 
Amherst, N.S. tf 

SQUARED CIRCLES, Type 2: Lambton Mills, Mill
brook, Mission, Revelstoke, Simcoe, Mouaga
wa, Wa tford, Freeport, Fort William West, 
Wa terdown, Forest, Blythe, Ca che Bay, Clifton, 
Yennoxville, Point Au Pic, Stanstead, Sutton, 
Estevan, Malone. Type 1: Aldergrove, Beeton, 
Byng Inlet North . DATES: 1891 - Ja n 4, 9, 18. 
Feb 8, 22. Mar 15, 17. June 7, 14, 21. Aug 16. 
Se pt 6, 13, 20, 27. Nov 22. 1892- Jan 24, 3 1. 
Ap 24. May 22. J uly 10. Au 28. Nov 20. 1B93 
- June 11. Dec 24. 1894- Ap 15. July 15. 
Se pt 2, 23. (On 3c Small Quee n). What do you 
w ish in exchange? Will give dates in 1880s 
a s fa r a s I have them, as well as in 1890s. 
C. S. McKee, M.D., McKee Rd., R.R. No. 3, 
Abbottsford, B.C. 155tf 
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The Last Word 

NOT NECESSARILY THE 1LAST1 WORD 

IN calling our column "The Last Word", we do not infer that anything printed 
here is the "last word" on any particular subject. Proof of this is the letters 

received in reply to our column on plate blocks in the April issue. Unfortunately 
it is not possible to print these letters this month because of time and space 
limitations, but all letters received will be published in the June number ... 
To get back to the name of this more or less monthly effort, we originally called 
this "The Last Page" but having noticed another publication with an identical 
column title, we changed to the present form. All it means is that it is the last 
page of words in a particular issue. After all, our readers have the "last word" 
in most things! 

• • • 
We have noticed that philatelic publications which we receive on an 

exchange basis have been almost unanimous in condemning the Canadian Post 
Office Department's policy in selling plate blocks only at the Philatelic Section. 
The editors of these dozens of publications on both sides of the Atlantic feel 
that the department should have "stuck to its guns" and eliminated the plate 
numbers entirely, as originally planned. 

One notable exception has been 'Weekly Philatelic Gossip' whose column 
"The Canadian Round Table" has been "agin the government" ever since the 
controversy started. In the issue of that publication dated April 12 there 
appeared the rather startling assertion that the "monkey business with plate 
blocks" had a part in the defeat of the Liberal party at the recent election. 
We certainly have no wish to bring politics into the pages of this publication, 
but it seems highly improbable to us that any collector is so fanatic about plate 
blocks that it would influence his vote at a national election. It is true that the 
original decision to do away with plate numbers was made by the old Liberal 
government, but this decision was likely made at the civil service level in the 
interests of efficiency, and the Postmaster-General at that time merely carried 
the measure through on the ~dvice of the senior members of his department. 
It just happened that the government changed at about that time and the new 
Postmaster-General, William Hamilton, was left to bear the brunt of the attack 
from angry plate block collectors. If the officials of the department had delayed 
their recommendation for a few months, it would have been Mr. Hamilton as 
Postmaster-General, who would have brought an end to plate blocks in Canada.*. 
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SHANAHAN'S STAMP AUCTIONS 

ARE DIFFERENT 

The dlfierence is in the many facilities we are offering to our 
clients. 

(I) We offer month after month the largest array of stamps in 
the world. Our profusely illustrated Catalogues are so arranged 
that they should suit everybody, large lots and small lots, 
single Rarities and General or Country Collections, Covers 
and Wholesale lots, and in every sale we try to bring special
ised collections of one or several different countries. Your 
speciality might come up in our next Catalogue. 

(2) Every lot, large or small, is offered on "After Sale Approval." 
Any lot which does not come up to your ex'fectations can be 
returned under Para. II of our Conditions o Sale. No reason 
need be given. 

(3) Every illustrated stamp is sold with a Certificate by a world 
famous expert. 

(4) Time Payments and other Credit facilities are readlly avail
able. 

(~) The "Profit from Stamps-without Risk" Plan enables you to 
share in the profits from stamp trading on a guaranteed basis. 

(6) The "Double Barrel" Plan enables you to utilise the money 
you have invested under the "Profit from Stamps- without 
Risk" Plan at the same time for Stamp Purchases here and 
thereby get your stamps much cheaper and under certain cir
cumstances even for nothing. 

(7) The "Collection Picking Plan" enables you to buy and obtain 
a large collection or dealer's stock with a small deposit only, 
take out what you want, break up the remainder into smaller 
lots and send them to us, for re-fiale by Auction on your be
half, thereby probablY getting the stamps you really need for 
much Jess or even for nothing, with perhaps a profit thrown in. 

Get on Our Catalogue 

Mailing List Free 

39 Upper Great George's Street, 

Dun Laoghaire, Dublin, Ireland 



. 

Auction Sales 
OF RARE AND VALUABLE 

British North America 
AND OTHER POSTAGE STAMPS 

HELD REGULARLY 

ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUES AVAILABLE A MONTH BEFORE 

SALE DATE 

ESTATE PROPERTIES SOLICITED FOR SALE AT AUCTION 

OR OUTRIGHT PURCHASE 

J. N. SISSONS LTD. 
59 Wellington West, Toronto, Canada 

Phone: EMpire 4-6003 Cables: Sistamp, Toronto 

Mission Press ~ Toronto 


