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• • • North American Tour . • • 
Early in June, two members of ROBSON LOWE LTD. of London 

and Bournemouth, are visiting North America. They hope to see many old 
friends and to make many new ones. With their intimate knowledge of the 
world's stamp market they hope to be of service to all who want to take 
advantage of the extraordinary conditions ruling in England since the 
Finance Regulations were altered on January 20th, 1958, whereby collectors 
resident in North America can now sell their collections in England and 
receive payment in dollars. 

Many of you will have met Marion (Tolly) Lowe 
when she visited the United States and Canada in 
1951. Since that time, she has had experience in sev
eral departments and, for the past four years has 
operated 1HE BUSY BUYERS SERVICE whereby 
specialists and collectors with limited interests receive 
only those auction catalogues likely to contain their 
specialties, and the actual lots are pin-pointed. 

Marion's companion is David Fortnum who con
ducts many of the auctions in London and in Bourne
mouth, and therefore is familiar with all the problems 
of the hundreds of bid-forms which cross the Atlantic 
every week. At other times, he works in the technical 
department dealing with describing, publications and 
the identi fication of forgery. A few years ago they 
both took a week off and married, but that is another 
story. David also specialises in the stamps of Canada. 

This Is their itinerary: 
ARRIVE CITY HOTEL D£PART 

J une June 
2 Mon. p.m. NEW YORK NEW WESTON S Thu. Noon 
S Thu. p.m. PHILADELPHIA BELLEVUE STRATFORD 6 Fri. Noon 
6 Prl. p.m. BALTIMORE LORD BALTIMORE 6 Prl. p.m. 
6 Prl. p.m. WASHfNGTON STATLER 7 Sat. p.m. 
8 Sun. a.m. CHICAGO DRAKE 10 Tue. p.m. 

12 Thu. p.m. SAN FRANCISCO MARK HOPKINS 14 Sat. p.m. 
1.5 Sun. a.m. PORTLAND MULTNOMAH 16 Mon. a.m. 
16 Mon. p.m. VANCOUVER VANCOUVER 19 Thu. p.m. 
20 Fri. p.m. CALGARY 20 Prl. p.m. 
21 Sat. a.m. REGINA SASKATCHEWAN 22 Sun. p.m. 
23 Mon. a.m. WINNIPEG FORT GARRY 23 Mon. p.m. 
2S Wed. a.m. TORONTO ROYAL YORK 28 Sat. p.m. 
28 Sat. p.m. OTTAWA CHATEAU LAURIER 30 Mon. a.m. 

.July 
30 Mon. a.m. MONTREAL RITZ-CARLTON 1 Tue. p.m. 
July 

BOSTON 2 Wed. a.m. STATLER ~nd & 3rd) 4 Fri. a.m. 
6 Sun. p.m. NEW YORK NEW W.ES ON 9 Wed. 

If you would like to meet them on their tour please contact them at the 
above hotels. 



Increase in Advertising Rates 
Because of increased production costs t he Society has been forced to 
raise t he advertising rates for BNA TOPICS, effective July 1, 1958. 
Commencing on this date, advertising rates for t his publication wil l be 
as fo llows: 

1 Insertion 6 Insertions 12 Insertions 

Full Page ···· ··· ····· · 15.00 13.50 12.00 

Ha lf Page .. .. .. ...... .... 8.50 7.50 6.50 

Quarter Page .. .. .. .... .... .. 5.25 4.50 4.00 

Column Inch .... ...... .... ... 1.80 1.40 1.25 

Copy must be in the hands of the Advertising Ma nager by the first day 
of the month previous to publication. 

Geo. B. Llewellyn, Advertising Manager 
137 Clearview Ave., 
Huntingdon Valley, Penna., U.S.A. 

EARLY CANADIAN COVERS 
We a re in process of breaking up one of the largest holdings of 
early Canadia n covers in existence, cover ing the period 1896 
to the ea rly 1900's. Nothing rea lly expensive but rich in the 
fa ncy corner cards so sought after today, w ith ma ny flag can
cella t ions, commoner "Squared Circles," etc. Covers a re a ll 
clean and in excelle nt condition. Fra nked chiefly with 1 c to 3c 
Sma ll Queens, low va lue Jubilees, Leafs, Nume ra ls, a nd a 

striking showing of Maps. 

Inquiries invited - let us know your interests 

STANLEY STAMP CO. (1 958) LTD. 

877 HORNBY STREET VANCOUVER 1, B.C., CANADA 
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e BRITISH COMMONWEALTH 

e NETHERLANDS AND 
COLONIES 

Our regu lar Stock lists 
for the next six months 
yours for 25c (d ed uctible 
f rom $5 purchase) or send 
stamp for sample. 

• 
CHARLES M. MANN 

Box 3442, University Sta tion 

Charlottesville 6, Va. 
(158-12) 

LYMAN'S 
B.N.A. CATALOGUE 

1958 Edition 
A comprehensive listing of the newest retail , 

quotations. Worthy of your serious 
consideration. 

The cost? Only 40c (re fundable). Could prove 
to be the best investment of the year if 

you desire to know the value 
of your collection. 

Special Offer to Stamp Clubs 
and Dealers: 

100 copies (deivered to one addren) $28.00 
50 copies (delivered to one address) 15.00 
25 copies (delivered to one address) 8.00 

Order promptly please. ONLY ONE PRINTING 
EACH YEAR. (No advertising appears in our 

publication). 

ROBERT W. LYMAN 
(Canada) CO. 

l OX 23, STATION D, 

TORONTO 9 CANADA 
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IN SYRACUSE, NEW YORK 

e We believe we hove a pre tty 
good showing of CANADA. Both 
mint a nd used 19th and 20th 
century regu larly stocked, as well 
as Booklet Pones and some Plate 
Blocks. No covers o n ha nd present· 
ly, however. 

e May we have your want list? 

FREDDIE SCHOLL'S 
STAMP SHOP 

130 W. Jefferson St. 

SYRACUSE 2, N.Y. 

(158·12) 

Clearance of Classics 
BELGIUM 

lOc grey brown No. I, VP ............................ 2.75 
lOc red brown No. laJ...YP .. .......................... 16.50 
20c deep blue No. 2, v J< ................................ 1.75 
20c pale blue No. 2, VF ........ ........................ 3.00 
20c milky blue No. 2a, VP ........................... . 6.75 
20c " framed wmk." No. 4, VF ...................... 2.25 
40c No. 5*00, with "Moens" pen stroke . 20.00 
lc green No. 9, VF .......................................... 4.50 
40c red No. 12, VF ........... ............................... 3.75 
If lilac No. 17, perfect centering ................ 6.25 
l f lilac No. 22, thin (cat. $SO) .................... 9.25 
l c grey No. 23°00, faintly thin .................. 4.75 
I c grey No. 23, thin spot ............................... 2.541 
2Se imped. No. 37b0 , VP .... ... . .............. 5.M 
5f red-brown No. 39a•OG, cenLre bit B. 

VF ..................................... . ............. 39.541 

* 
, Request these stamps for inspection 

Always a buyer of stamps and 
collections 

ALEX S. JULIARD 
For the Very Best In Classics 

Narberth, Pa. (U.S.) 



IF YOU COLLECT . . . 

CANADA 
B.N.A. PROVINCES 
BRITISH AMERICA 
UNITED STATES 
or even other 
British Colonies 

YOU STAND TO GAIN 

By being on my active mailing 
list. Send 1 Oc today for current 
Offers. See for yourself that it 
will save you many collecting 
worries. 

L. A. DAVENPORT 
230 lonsmount Drive 

Toronto 10, Ontario .Canada 

Member of all major societies 

We wish to buy 
* SETS 
*PACKETS 

CANADIAN COILS 
What do you need in Canadian Coils, singles, 
pairs, strips of 3 or 4? Mint or used? What! 

else do you need in B.N.A.? 
N. R. HENDERSHOTT 

645 Tennent Ave ..• London, Ontarlo, Canada 

rF IT'S 
CANADA COVERS I 

TRY 

JACK'S STAMP FARM 
Route 6 . Woodstock . Ontario . canada 

( t SS-6) 

B.N.A. 
Mint, Used, 19th and :ZOth centul')' 

Want lists fi lled - varled stock 
.Please let me hear from you. 
PHILIP S. HOROWITZ 

:Zl-59 7~e!~~r!a~~~p~e~~~10, N.Y. , 

REGULAR B.N.A. AUCDONS 
Season subs.. cats. and prices realized, $1.00 
SPECIAL BNAPS CONVENTION AUCDO~ 
To include 'a little bit of everything'. Send In 
your surplus material !'o:ov-only 10 per cent 

commiSSlOD. 
WANT LIST SERVICE - For more elusive 

items. Give it a try. 
CANADA STAMP CO. 

33 Pheasant Rd., w mowdale, Ont., Canada 

• • • * COLLECTIONS * SINGLE STAMPS 

As the largest wholesale stamp firm in the 
United States, we are constant buyers of large 
wholesale quantities and collections of all kinds of 
postage stamps. 

Send us a detailed list of your offers, which will receive our 
prompt, careful attention. Our booklet "If You Have Stamps To Sell" 
will be sent free on request (if you do not a I ready know us). This 
booklet includes references a nd describes our business in full so that 
you may deal with us in complete confidence. 

H . E • HARRIS & c 0. 
108 MASSACHUSETTS AVE., BOSTON, MASS. 
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From the vendor of our auction of 
October 21, 22, 23, 24. 

From a principal vendor in our auction 
of United States, January 20, 21 , 22. 

For a generous advance, prices that exceed expectations, high class 
catalogues, courtesy and attention 

SELL THROUGH HARMER'S AND 

BE REALLY SATISFIED 

Booklet "Modern Methods of Philatelic Auctioneering" gratis 

H. R. HARMER, Ine. 
The "Caspary" Auctioneers 

6 WEST 48th STREET, NEW YORK 36, N.Y. 

LONDON 

Plaza 7 • 4460 

NEW YORK SYDNEY 
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British North America 
Philatelic Society 

Pretld~nl 
GEO. B. LLEWELLYN 

137 Clearview Ave. 
Huntingdon Valley, Pa. 

VIce-President 
VINCENT G. GREENE 

77 Victoria St., Toronto I, Ontario 
Seerelllll' 

JACK LEVINE 
209 Pine Tree Rd., Oxford, N.C. 

Treasurer 
WILLIAM C. PETERMAN 
P.O. Box 348, Caldwell, N.J. 

Board of Gonmors 
(1956-58) D. A. Copp; H. A. Mac
Master, D. C. Meyerson; (1957·59) 
C. P. dcVotpi, C. M. J epbcott, L. W. 
Banks; (1958-60) James T. Culhane, 
L. A. Davenport, C. R. Schuman. 

Librarian 
ROBERT J . DUNCAN 

P.O. Box 118, Armstrona, B.C. 
Sales MBDBIU 
ALEX HYDE 

337 Stagg St., Brooklyn 6, N.Y. 
Publicity Dlreclor 
A. H. KESSLER 
7934 Pickcrinll St. 

Philadelphia SO, Pa. 

• 
REGIONAL GROUPS 

NEW YORK-Meets the third Tucs· 
day of each month at the Collectors 
Club, 22 East 35th St., New York City. 
PHILADELPHIA -Meets the first 
Thursday or each month at 7934 Pick· 
cring St., Pbiladclphls, Pa. 
NIAGARA-Meet& the second Wed· 
nesday of each month at 651 Kenmore 
Ave., Kenmore 23, N.Y. 
VANCOUVER - Meets the fourth 
Monday of each month at 2091 West 
Broadway, Vancouver, B.C. 
WI NNIPEG-Meets on a Monday In 
each month to be decided upon at the 
previous mcclim!. Harold Wilding, 
135 Traill Ave. , Winnipeg 12, Man. 
EDMONTON- Meets on the third 
Friday of each month at members' 
homes. F. N, Harris, Sec., 11013· 
129 St., Edmonton, Alberta. 
TWIN CITY - Meets at members' 
homes on second Thursday of each 
month. Contact J . C. Corelius, 2309 
Irving Ave. S., Minneapolis, Minn. 
CALGARY- Meets on the second 
Tuesday of each month at the homes 
of members. Robert S . Traquair, 
Sec. , Ste. 5, 510-19 Ave. W., Cal
gary, Alberta. 

STUDY GROUPS 
SMALL QUEEN8-Chairman, Wal
ter P. Carter, 47 Rlsebrough Ave., 
Willowdale, Ontario. 
CANADIAN PLATE BLOCKS -
Secretary: 
CANADIAN VARI ETIES - Secre· 
tary, R. M Bryan 3484 West 26th 
St., Vancouver, B.C. 
PERFINS - Chairman, Dr. C. M. 
Jephcott; Secretary, R. J. Woolley, 
359 Ellis Park Road, Toronto 3, Ont. 
CANADIAN REVENUES - Chair· 
man, Wilmer C. Rockett, 318 Elm 
Ave., Glenside, Pa. 

BNA Tc~ 
Ollklal Journal of the 

British North America Pbllatellc Society 

VOLUME 15 NUMBER 6 WHOLE NUMBER 158 

THE HONORABLE JAMES MORRIS 
FIRST POSTMASTER-GENERAL OF CANADA 

By Paul L. Brown 

OBLITERATIONS AND CANCELLATIONS 
BETWEEN 1851 AND 1900 (Part I) 

By Grant Showers 

REVENUE GROUP NEWS 

PERFIN STUDY GROUP 
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NOTES ON CANADIAN AIRMAILS 

ROUNDING UP SQUARED CIRCLES 

THE EDITOR'S MAILBAG 
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• 
EDITOR 
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GORDON P. LEWIS, 37 ELDOMAR AVE., BRAMPTON, ONT. 

A SSISTANT EDITOR 
JACK LEVINE, 209 Pine Tree Rd., Oxford, N.C. 

ASSOCIATE EDITORS 
R. J. Duncan, D. C. Meyerson, E. A. Richardson, 

R. J. Woolley, Dr. A. Whitehead 

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE 
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J. N. Sissons, C. P. deVolpi, D. C. Meyerson, W. C. Rockett 

ADVERTISING M ANAGER 
GEO. B. LLEWELLYN, 137 Clearview Ave., 

Huntingdon Valley, Pa. 

Published at Toronto, Ontario, Canada, by the British North 
America Philatelic Society. Subscription: $3.00 per year; free to 
members; single copies, 30 cents; back numbers, when available, 
30 cents. Opinions expressed in the various articles In this maga· 
zinc are those of the writers, and arc not necessarily endorsed 

by the Society. 

Authorized as second class mail, Post Office Department, Ottawa 

COPY D EADLINES-Advertising copy must be received by 
the Advertising Manager by the lst of the month preceding 
publication. Editorial copy must be received by the Editor 

by the 1st of the month preceding publication. 

DISPLAY ADVERTISING RATES 
ON APPLICATION 
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The Alpine Inn in the Heart of the laurentians - Scene of BNAPEX-58 

BNAPEX-58 
ALPINE INN, ST. MARGUERITES, QUEBEC 

SEPTEMBER 25 - 26 - 27 

·pLEASE 
Make Reservations NOW ... also Exhibition Entries NOW 

to •.. 

CHAS. P. de VOLPI, 

109 Sunnyside Ave. Montreal, Canada 

An entry form for the' BNAPEX-58 Exhibition was enclosed with 
each copy of the May issue of BNA Topics. A correction was made 
on these forms in respect to the number of standard album pages 
each frame would hold. This correction should read: 
I shall require ... ...... ....... frames of 16 standard album pages . . . 

· All those who intend to send in exhibits for this show are requested 
to correct their entry forms and govern themselves accordingly. 
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PAUL L. BROWN (BNAPS 652) 

THE HON. JAMES MORRIS 
FIRST POSTMASTER-GENERAL O F CANADA 

O N THE EVENING of Tuesday, May 
6, 1 851, approximately 70 gentlemen 

took their seats at the well-filled tables Jt 
Wilson's (now the Revere) Hotel, Brock
ville, C.W., to celebrate the appointment of 
the Hon. James Morris as the first Post
master-General after the transfer of the 
post office department from Imperial con
trol to that of Canada. That Mr. Morris 
was held in high regard is certain, since 
those attending the testimonial dinner paid 
22 shillings and 6 pence each for the privi
lege of doing him honor. Perhaps it should 
be added, in the interests of accuracy, that 
the teetotallers, of whom 24 were present, 
were required to pay five shillings less. How
ever, the rest of the company received full 
value for their extra five shillings, since no 
less than 19 toasts were drunk during the 
evening. 

Who was this man whom so many de
lighted to honor? James Morris was born 
in Paisley, Scotland, in 1798. He came to 
Canada with his parents in 1801 , his father, 
Alexander Morris, settling first at Montreal 
and afterwards at Brockville. On leaving 
school James became a general merchant 
in Brockville, along with his brothers Alex
ander and William. 

He was elected to the Upper Canada 
House of Assembly in 1837 and in 1841 
was elected to the first Legislative Assembly 
of Canada after the union of Upper and 
Lower Canada. 

On bJs appoi.ntment as Postmaster-Gen
eral he was termed by the Toronto 'Globe' 
to be "an energetic, upright, practical man 
of close business habits" and a later report 
bears out the fact that the gentleman con
tinued these habits in his new office. On 
April tO, 1851, the Brockville 'Recorder 
and Star' reported: "It has been stated that 
the post office authorities are to be re
moved to Toronto and that the salaries of 
the principal officers of the Postmaster-

General's office are to be materially re
duced." This statement was made just four 
days after Mr. Morris' appointment became 
effective. 

The accompanying photograph was made 
by George Eland of Brockville, from a mag
nificent painting of the Honorable William 
Morris which hangs in the officers' mess in 
the Armories in that city. Morris was com
manding officer of the 1st Batallion of 
Leeds (41st ~egt., Brockville Rifles) from 
1846 to 1856. 

It is evident that Canada's first Postmaster
General was held in high regard by his con
temporaries, and was a "noble exemplifica
tion of a character in which the Christian 
and the gentleman are harmoniously 
blended." * 

HON. JAMES MORRIS 
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REVENUE GROUP 
~ 

EDITOR: E. A. RICHARDSON, 303 Pin Oak Drive, La Marque, Texas 

Unemployment Issues-
Pla te Numbers. What 
with all the hub-bub 
about plate numbers be
ing or not being avail
able to collectors of Can
adian postage issues, it 
might be of news to reve
nue fans that there is one 
issue at least of current 
revenue stamps that also 
bear plate numbers. They 
have been reported on the 
1955 issue, the 1957 col
or change, and the 1957 
Fishermen overprinted 
issues. Needless to say, 
there are not many of 
these in collections! With 
regulations being what 
they are, yours truly is 
still looking for his first 
one! 

Perc~ en scie. Recently some of the On
tario Law stamps, with the 'C.F.', 'L.S.' and 
'F.F.' overprints have appeared in auction 
catalogues with the variety "Perce en scie." 
Apparently some of the newer revenue fans 
are not acquainted with these, as I have 
had more than the usual number of inquiries 
about them recently. Perce en scie is a type 
of roulette, sometimes called a "serrate" 
roulette or "sawtooth" roulette. The rouJ.ette 
cuts resemble sawteeth, forming small tri
angles. These are mentioned in the C.R.S. 
Catalogue of Canadian Revenue Stamps, 
from which we quote: 

"Complete sets with all three over
prints exist with serrate roulette close to 
the design, and with gutters between the 
rows and columns of stamps; these are 
known mint only.'' 
So take another look, revenue fans-those 

mint copies you have with the 'perforations' 
close to the design on all four sides are 
probably of the perce en scie variety. 

"Jump Controls" Again! Heretofore the 
"jump controls" which we illustrated were 
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jumps of five numbers in horizontal strips 
of the inspection stamps. These were caused 
of course by a vertical arrangement of num
bering devices, rather than the usual hori
zontal arrangement. 

This month, thanks to E. L. Piggott (No. 
629) we illustrate above a strip of three 
with a jump of 10,000 in the numbering. 
This was definitely an unintentional error, 
and much more scarce and desirable than 
the "jump controls" previous mentioned. 
That illustrated is of the 60c vermillion 
Electricity and Gas Inspection issue of 1930, 
Holmes' No. FEG 2. 

''Inland Revenue War Tax." At least the 
Sc value of these have the same plate num
bers as those overprinted "WAR TAX". 
We have seen plate blocks from both plate 
No. 5 and No. 6. In plate No. 5 the upper 
imprint is inverted. In plate No. 6 the lower 
imprint is inverted. 

Excise Lock Seals or Labels. Holmes' Cat
alogue treats with these on pages 278-79. 
However, not all varieties are listed, and in 
one instance a variety is listed incorrectly. 



We have been trying to put together a representative show
ing of these for the past several years, and the following 
listing is based on those in my own collection, with the ex
ceptions noted. BNAPSers having copies of Excise Lock 
Seals not listed herein, would be doing the Revenue Group 
a service by dropping a line to the editor of this column. 

1st Issue (As illustrated in Holmes). 
195 x 32 mm.- Biack background and red network in 
background with "Excise" in white, red controls read
ing horizontally. (Not seen by this writer.) 

2nd Issue-Queen Victoria (as illustrated in Holmes). 
198 x 32 mm.-Biue with background a network of 
overlapping circles, forming the words " lock label" and 
"Excise" in white. Queen Victoria head in small vig
nette, facing downwards on two coupons. Red controls 
reading up. 

3rd Issue-Queen Victoria. 
199 x 33 mm.-Blue with background a network of 
wavy lines, forming the words "lock label" and "Ex
cise" In white. Queen Victoria head and controls as in 
2nd Issue. 

4th Issue-Queen Victoria (see illustration at right) 
190 x 28 mm.-Brown-red with background a network 
of wavy lines, forming the words "SEAL LABEL" and 
"Excise" in white. Queen Victoria head in rosettes 
facing left. Black controls reading horizontally. 

Sib Issue-Queen Victoria (similar to 4th Issue). 
188 x 28 mm.-Brown-red with background a network 
of overlapping circles, forming the words "SEAL 
LABEL" and "Excise" in whlte. Victoria head and 
controls as before in 4th Issue. 

61h Issue-King Edward (similar to 4th Issue). 
191 x 29 mm.-Brown-red with background of straight 
and wavy lines. "SEAL LABEL". "EXCISE" in whit~. 
Head and controls as in 4th and 5th Issues. 

7th Issue-King George V. 
(Not seen by this writer). Purported to be very similar 
to 3rd Issue but with different head. I list it here be
cause in my notes is the fact that I have seen a King 
George V Lock Seal, but do not have the details. 

8th lssue-"National Revenue" (as illustrated in Holmes). 
159 x 31 mm.-Dark blue on light blue paper. Coat
of-arms in single coupon. Red controls reading up. 
"T 212" appears in upper margin. 

9th Issue-Typographed stamps. 
Perf. 12 !1.1. Black on whlte. Printed in sheets of 25 
(5 x 5), but apparently used in perforated strips of five. 
Seal reads "T 212A I EXCISE I CANADA" in three 
lines, on each stamp. (Note: Those in my collection 
are perfed both directions, but straight-edged on all 
four margins. I t may be that these were also issued 
perforated in only one direction. Information requested 
from BNAPSers.) 

It is quite possible that at least one other issue exists
that of the "Lock Seal" type, similar to the 3rd Issue, but 
with the head of King Edward. 

The Petroleum Seals will be treated in a later issue of thls 
column. I would invite members to send along any informa
tion they may have regarding these issues, which may make 
it necessary to completely revise the above listing. * 
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SECRETARY: R. J. WOOLLEY, 

359 Ellis Pa rk Rd., Taranta 3 , Ont. 

CANADA PERFINS PRECANCELLED 

T HE C.P.S. of G.B. has four handbooks in by providing them with a list of all the 
the planning stage, none of which dupli- stamps which arc known to have been pri-

cates the handbooks under consideration by vately punched and are in the hands of 
BNAPS. One of these is a book on Cana- either precancel or perfin collectors. 
dian precancels which will carry much more We have intended for some time to in-
detail than the available catalogue, the 1954 elude in this column some notes on pre-
edition of the Hoover Catalogue, now pub- cancelled perfins, so this article will now 
lished as the "Noble Official Catalogue of serve the double purpose of listing the items 
Canada Precancels" and edited by BNAPSer already known to the writer and requesting 
H. G. Walburn. the help of readers towards completing such 

Their handbook committee would like to a listing. 
include the punched precancelled stamps in Items already listed by the Perfin Study 
their listing and have asked our co-<>peration Group are: 

Hoover Perfin 
City Issue Stamp Type Cat. Initials 

Brandon 1903 2c carmine 1.75 CI2d CHI(moo) 
1928 1c orange 1.131 C6 C(Co) 

Hamilton 1912 20c olive green 1.93 C33 CW!C 
1912 lc yellow 1.106 C33 
1912 2c green 1.107 C33 
1912 5c violet 1.111 C33 
1912 10c 1. brown 1.122 C33 
1912 SOc bl. brown 1.123 C33 

London 1912 2c carmine 1.86 C12 I CHI(mon) 
1912 2c carmine 1.86a C12 1 
1912 3c brown 1.87 C12 I 

Montreal 1912 2c carmine 2.86a C12 m CHl(mon) 
1912 1c green 4.85 C12 m 
1935 lc green 9.191 M8 MH 
1937 lc green 10.201 E2 E 
1937 2c brown 10.202 B10 BT 
1949 2c olive 10.223 B10 BT 

Ottawa 1912 20c olive green 3.93 N3 ND 
1922 1c yellow 3.106 N3 
1924 10c 1. brown 3.122 N3 
1928 2c green 3.132 N3 

Quebec 1912 1c green 1.85 Cl2 i CHI(moo) 
Toronto 1903 1c green 3.74 06 GM/ Co 

1903 1c green 3.74a 06 GM/Co 
1912 1c green 5.85 Wll WR/Co 
1916 2c carmine 5.103 Wll WR/Co 
1912 lc green 6.85 Wll WR/ Co 
1922 4c olive 3.110 C10 CGE 
1922 5c violet 11.111 W8 WJG 
1927 lc orange 12.125 C21 CNR 
1927 lc orange 12.125 C26 CPR 
1937 lc green 15.201 C20 CNR 
1942 lc green 15.211 C20 CNR 
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Hoover Perfin 
City Issue Slamp Type Cat. Ioitlals 

Walkerville 1912 lc green 1.85 P3 PD/Co 
1912 lc green 1.85a P3 
1916 3c brown ITc 2.104 P3 

Windsor 1912 1c green 1.85 09 GRAY 
1931 lc green 3.151 12 JBF/Co 
1932 lc green 3.171 J2 
1932 1c green 4.171 J2 
1935 1c green 4.191 J2 
1935 lc green 4.191 P3 PD/Co 
1935 1c green 5.191 J2 JBF/Co 
1935 lc green 5.191 P3 PD/Co 
1937 1c green 5.201 J2 JBF/ Co 
1937 lc green 5.201 Bl B(star) 
1937 lc green 5.201 P3 PD/Co 
1942 1c green 5.211 P3 PD/Co 

Winnipeg 1933 2c brown 6.172 C l2 s CHI(mon~ 
1937 lc green 8.201 C l2 k CHI(mon 
1942 lc green 8.211 C26 a CPR 

Will all readers of this column please be lf unable to describe any item fully by 
good enough to check for similar material either catalogue description, we would ask 

in their collections and report any additional 
that you forward it to the group secre-
tary, R. J. Woolley, 359 Ellis Park Road, 

items not listed above by the end of the Toronto 3, for inspection and immediate 
current month? return. 

By DAN MEYERSON (BNAPS l3) 

IN THE January 1958 issue of ''Trail" we 
discussed a re-entry on the 13c ship, 

Scott No. 30. At that time we weren't sure 
of the position of the re-entry in the sheet 
but we are in receipt of a l.etter from Dr. 
Willan (BNAPS 568) of England, and he 
advises that he has the re-entry in an upper 
right corner block of nine and that its defi
nite position in the sheet is No. 18. Thanks, 
Dr. WiUan, for the information. 

I'm at a loss to explain how it happened, 
but happen it did. In the January issue of 
TOPICS, when listing the latest date of use 
of Slogan No. 8, it was recorded as Oct. 21, 
1925, while our records clearly show Nov. 
9, 1929. Sorry for the error, and we will 
try and be more careful next time. 

Another variety has been added to the 
list of Newfoundland plate blocks and this 
one is from the realm of the imperforates. 

We have just seen an upper left comer block 
of Scott No. 186 in the Die II in imper
forate condition, the plate number being '4'. 
This is the second plate found on the imper
forates of Scott No. 186, as not so long ago 
we reported the existence of Plate '2' in the 
Die I. We wonder if Plates 1 and 3 are also 
to be found in imperforate condition. 

We never thought that we'd see this one 
as we had no inkling that it even existed. 
Last month we explained how we had gotten 
involved with watermarks. First it was a re
versed watermark and then it was pairs, one 
with and the other without watermark, but 
now we've run the gamut because the late~t 
piece that we've acquired is a large irregu
lar block of the t c Scott No. 184 in imper
forate condition. What has that to do with 
watermarks? Absolutely nothing until we 
tell you that this block has a diagonal wat
ermark. We have never seen one before and 
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were certainly surprised when this showed 
up. Has anyone else ever come across this 
variety in a Newfoundl.and stamp, 

A.M. Provlck (BNAPS 1071), Hazelcliffe, 
Sask., is in with an additional early date for 
the CAPO cancels that were first run in the 
October '55 TOPICS. His letter advises that 
he has in his possession a CAPO No. 4 
cancel dated Dec. 15, 1942. The earl iest 
previously recorded, and it appeared in the 
April '56 magazine, was April 5, 1943, so 
that the new one submitted by Mr. Provick 
sets the early use back slightly more than 
three and a haJf months. Thank you, Mr. 
Provick. 

It Is with great pleasure that we pass on 
the following bit of news to our reade1 ~. 
Alec MacMaster (BNAPS 484), of Vancou
ver, B.C., and a member of the Board of 
Governors of the Society, has just advised 
us that he and Bill Millard, another em
ployee of the Stanley Stamp Co., have 
bought complete control of that company 
from the Batons. Alec has been a frequent 
and very welcome contributor to this col
umn and he promises to outdo himself now 
that he will have access to more material. 
Although Alec doesn't say so, we imagine 
that the new owners, or at least half of 
them, will be very partial to the stamps of 
Newfoundland, and we hope that Alec gets 
so busy and the demand becomes so great 
that he will find it necessary to break up his 
personal Newfoundland collection. There 
are a couple of items in it that we would 
like for our own collection. All our best 
wishes go with you, Alec, in your new ven
ture. 

At the April meeting of the N.Y. Group 
of BNAPS, Ken Minuse (BNAPS 67) of the 
locaJ group and an ardent collector of the 
proofs and essays of the Newfoundland 1866 
issue, showed us how to differentiate be
tween proofs from the original die and 
proofs from the sample sheet. In the case 
of the sample sheet, there is a position dot 
in the color of the stamp in the left hand 
stroke of the letter "U" in the word "NEW
FOUNDLAND." This dot is missing in the 
issued stamp, as well as all contemporary 
proofs. Back in April 1948 we advised how 
the 12c could be distinguished and in March 
1951 we explained the difference between 
the stamp and the Trade Sample from the 
Sample Sheet of the 5c. This means we now 
have to learn how to distinguish only the 
LOc and 13c. Who will be the first to break 
the barrier? * 
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VARIETIES REPORTED 

ONE C~NT _ 
E DWfl ~ "D 1111 · 

Two prominent varieties recently noted and 
sketched by Horace W. Harrison (No. 1501) while 
going over a lot of several hundred one and 
two cent King Edward VII issue. 

H. M . Young (BNAPS 539) has sent in this photo 
of a variety found recently showing a mark as 
from an engraver's tool In the lower left corner 
of the 1 cent orange Admirol, starting In the 

numeral box and extending to the corner. 



Notes on Canadian Airmails 
--------------- By N. PELLETIER (BNAPS 1268) 

1922 ATTEMPTED FLIGHT LETHBRIDGE TO OTTAWA 

IN A NEWSPAPER story datelined Leth
bridge, Alta., June 21, 1922, the follow

ing item appeared: "Captains Jock 
Palmer and Harry H. Fitzsimmons, war 
veterans and commercial flyers, hopped off 
at 3; 12 this afternoon on the the first leg 
of their flight to Ottawa, carrying the fir:-t 
eastbound aerial mail. 

"The flight to Ottawa, which is expected 
to take three days, will be via Weyburn, 
Sask., thence crossing the international line 
into North Dakota. 

"From there the aviators will touch at 
Minneapolis, Chicago and Detroit, after 
which stops wil l be made at London, Ont., 
Toronto, Peterborough and BrockviUe. 

"Several letters are being carried to the 
eastern points on the flight, among others 
being greeting to King George by Mayor 

• In our story of the crash cover fn the 
March issue of TOPICS, we stated that 
the C.P.R. had a train service to the 
town of Zeballos. We should have said n 
steamship service. 

Hardie 'By the first airmail service ever 
leaving Alberta for the East. 

"A return journey covering approximately 
the same course is being planned by the 
flyers." 

Ken Liddle, staff columnist on the 'Cal
gary Herald,' had interviewed Palmer in 
1952. From his notes a story on the flight 
can be told. 

The plane left Lethbridge on the after
noon of June 21, 1922, as planned. The 
first stop was an overnight stay at Weyburn. 
Early on the following day a second land
ing was made at Portal, North Dakota, for 
customs purposes. 

Over Minot, N.D., the aircraft developed 
engine trouble, although it landed safely. 
Palmer found the fault was with the valves, 
which he repaired and decided on a trial 
flight before proceeding. 

Returning to the field he was forced to 
swerve in trying to avoid an automobile 
driven oo the field by an inquisitive woman. 
The aircraft's wings and undercarriage were 
damaged. Uncle Sam delivered the mail tc 
Ottawa by train, and "Jenny" was played oo 
a railway flatcar and taken back to Leth-
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bridge. Such was the end of any early air 
mail flight! 

The 993 letters flown were authorized by 
the Post Office Department. Regular three 
cent postage was used and each official en
velope was sold for one dollar to defray ex
penses. Three types of special envelopes are 
known. Type 1 is illustrated. It shows an 
aircraft in flight with the words: "Greetings 
via First Canadian Airmail Plane from 
Lethbridge, Alberta. The Little City with 
the Big Future." Using the same red color, 
the back of the envelope has an advertise
ment: "Southern Alberta Welcomes You. 
The Land of Irrigation and Sunshine. Leth
bridge is the centre of the Irrigation Dis
trict- bounded on the West by unlimited 
quantities of coal and timber; on the North 
East and West by progress, enterprise and 
opportunity. Inhabited by eleven thousand 

Jive-wire citizens." (Present population is 
over 30,300.) Most of the letters were can
celled "Lethbridge 3:30 p.m., June 21, 1922 
Alta." 

We hope that some kind reader will send 
us descriptions of Type 2 and 3 envelopes. 
Type 2 has been described as having the 
added words "Southern Alberta, the land 
of irrigation and sunshine, greets you." Type 
3, a yellow envelope, has the words, "From 
Crows Nest Pass." 

John "Jock" Palmer and the late Harry 
Fitzsimmons had at that time formed the 
Southern Alberta Air Lines. Their motto 
was prophetic: "Millions now walking will 
sometime fly." The two men had originated 
the idea of a mail flight to advertise Al
berta and aviation, because, as Palmer said, 
the public did not think much of people 
who flew aeroplanes. * 

GRANT SHOWERS (BNAPS 1331 ) 

Obliterations and Cancellations 
Between 1851 and 1900 

PART ONE 

I N THE past few years specialists in Can
adian postage stamps have been paying 

more and more attention to obliterations 
and cancellations, particularJy between 1851 
and 1900, and in more particular of the 
time of the Large and Small Cents. This . 
period could probably be termed the 
golden era of obliterations and cancella
tions. 

The writer is going to attempt in the 
next few issues of BNA TOPICS to give a 
general outline of this specialty and try to 
put some semblance of order to this vast 
subject. 

I would like to state at this time that I 

e These articles will cover the area of 
cancellations in a simple manner which 
should prove of particular interest to be
ginners in this field. Postal markings are 
enjoying a boom at the present time, and 
illustrations and descriptions of the main 
types should prove useful. 
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do not profess to have the last word on this 
field, and to the philatelist who has spent 
many years on this subject there will appear 
many gaps and incompleteness. I am only 
trying to give some incite into this vast and 
fascinating area. It should be pointed out 
that Jarrett's numbers will be used when 
referring to a particular obliteration or can
cellation. 

The subject has been divided into three 
distinct types: 
( 1) Official obliterations and cancellations 

as furnished by the Post Office for of
ficial use by Post Offices; 

(2) Unofficial obliterations and cancella
tions which were made by the local post
master and had no official sanction; 

(3) Semi-official obliterations and cancel
lations which were made by the local 
postmaster but incorporated official 
Post Office markings. 

Concentric Ring ObUterations 
The concentric ring obliteration was the 

first official post office issue, and was first 



used in April 1851. They were cut indi
vidually and showed great variation. The 
early types contained from five to seven 
rings and the later types contained one to 
four rings, but all were used concurrently. 
I have seen the 7-ring used as late as the 
Admiral issue. The strikes have been seen 
in black, blue, red, green, pink and purple 
or violet. 

Fig. 1- Seven-ring, Jarrett Type 1. (Early). 

Fig. 11- Two-ring, Jarrett Type 37. (later). 

Target Cancellations 
T he target cancellation, or. the concentric 

ring with the solid centre and rings, is next, 
although it was not the second type of 
cancellation issued. The Post Office issued 
this type in 1868 and these showed one 
bullseye with from one to eight rings. This 
type was not seen much after the Edward 
period. 

Fig. Ill- Bulls eye and two-ring, Jarrett Type 24. 

The color of the strike has a great deal 
to do with the value of this cancellation. 

Four-ring Numeral Obliterations 

The four-ring numeral was issued by the 
Post Office March 1, 1857. At that time 
there were over 1200 post offices in Canada 
but only certain money order post offices 
got this marking. The numerals were issued 
alphabetically (1-52). Number nine was not 
issued, so as not to confuse it with six. 
Toronto, being the headquarters at the 
time, did not have a number. 

Some numbers had variations in constrUc
tion, e.g., 21 had three types and may have 
been cut locally due to loss or damage of 
the original hammer. This might be called 
a semi-official cancel. 

Fig. IV- Four-ring numeral, Jarrett Type 80. 
Cornwall 11. 
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The same year also saw a variation of 
some of the hammers, such as one-ring and 
three-ring numerals and others in diagonal 
boxes. 

Fig. V-Jarrett Type 114. Quebec 37. 

The value of the four-ring numerals ii 
of course determined by their relative scar
city. The April 1956 issue of BNA TOPICS 
had an article by G. A. E. Chapman (No. 
633), "A Guide to the Comparative Valua
tions of 4-Ring Numeral Cancelations Upon 
the 5 cent Beaver." This marking is generally 
collected on this issue and the article men
tioned is a good guide to values. 

The Two-Ring N umerals 

The two-ring numeral was issued by the 
Post Office for official use April I, 1 86S, 
and was distributed in accordance with the 
financial importance of the individual post 
office. The use of the same number for two 
different offices is not uncommon, probably 
due to the change of the money order office, 
e.g. Aylmer originally had 58, but this was 
later transferred to St. Thomas. The num
erals ran from 1 to 60. 

The value of these numerals is hard to 
determine. I have never seen a guide to 
comparative values, but perhaps some one 

Fig. VI-Twg.ring numeral, Jarrett Type 100. 
Naponee 47. 

will come up with one in the near future. 
These strikes are usually collected on the 
Large and Small. Cents issues, some collect
ors aiming for the complete set on both 
issues. 

The Semi-Official Cancelatlons 
of the 2· and 4-ring Issues 

These hammers were made locally by the 
postmaster, and were obliterations incorpor
ating official Post Office designations but 
were made to the postmaster's fancy. They 
were probably made to replace lost :>r 
broken hammers. The most extensive field 
was the Toronto '2' of which at least 16 
different varieties are known, followed by 
the Kingston '9'. Ottawa and a few others 
are also known. 

T hese cancels are found mostly on the 
Large Queens, and their value is determined 
by the clearness of the strike and condition 
of the stamp or cover. * 

(To Be Continued) 

Fig. VII- Jarrett Type 128. Fig. Vlll- Jarrett Type 144. Fig. IX-Ja rrett Type 157. 
Toronto 2. Ottawa 8. Kingston 9. 
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SQUARED CIRCLES 
ED ITO R: DR. A. WHITEHEAD, 52 Havelock St., Amherst, N.S. 

REVISED DATES FOR THE 
SQUARED CIRCLE R.P.O.s 
(Only those dates whlch supersede the handbook 

appear here) 
QUE & CAMP MC LOCAL (Refer to handbook for 

opening remarks; this is essential) 
F irst Ha.mmer, with "No S" at base (Boggs

Sp 19, 94). Earliest: No 2, 94. 
Above the date: E. W. (for East. West}; blank 
(very ra re); D- (lhls would be DE-Day East) 
or OW-Day West; and is probably the work of 
a temporary clerk from one of the runs (Montreal 
& Island Pond, In au liklihood) where these direc
tion marks were in use at this time; in 1911, train 
numbers 150, lSI, were used from Jy 24. Needless 
to say, the tatter are or the areatest rarity. 
Notes: One partial impression In blue is known 
on K.E. 2c. The date does not show; the direction 
mark Is E. 
Clear strikes are quite rare from 1894 to 1902. 
This hammer was not in usc from 1903 to 1907. 
I have seen only one specimen in this period: 
Oc 10, 05. 
It was In frequent use In 1908 and 1909, but I 
have seen only one date in 1910, Jy IS. The final 
year, 1911, saw more frequent use. 
Strikes on cover are curiously rare. I have not 
one In my rather large lot or this marking. 

Second Hammer, with "No. 20" at base. (Boggs: 
Ap 6, 94). · 
First State: Earliest: Ap JO, 94. 
RF: 40. 
Second Stete: Earliest: Oc 4, 95; Latest: Au 17, 
98. RF: 20. 
Fourth Stele: Earliest: Ap 7, 00. 
Note: A frealc strike Is in my coUectioo sbowioa 
perfect double-lined figures "13". Tbls ls uodoubt· 
edly due to the hammer 'hopping' with uncanny 
precision. Jt is listed sepnrntely by Shaw (he 
alves "18" as the number, In error.) Tltis, I lhlok, 
was nt my instigation, which 1 now regret. 
F irth State: Earliest: Mr 10, 02; Latest: Mr 7, 03. 
Note: This is a difficult state to Identify, as is 
the third state, unless on cover or on a big stamp. 
Generally the strikes are partial and on the 
smaU Numerals issue. 
Above the date: From 1894 to 1907-E, W. On 
the onlY 1908 date known to me, Mr 12, 08, 
blank; the hammer may not have bad normal use. 
On the only 1909 date known to me, Au 9, 09 
(which I beUeve to have been the last date), train 
number 42. 

NAPINKA & WINNIPEG MC. 
(Boaas: No. I, Ja 16, 94; No. 2, Ja 16, 94) 
No. !- Earliest: Ja 26, 94; Latest: My 9, 06. 

SOURIS & WINNIPEG MC. 
(Boaa-No. 1, Ja 16, 94; No. 2, Ja 16, 94). 
No. 2-Latest: Sp 14, 1908. 
Note: Purple strikes bave been reported for Sp 
30, 07 nod Oc 2, 07. 

SQUARED CIRCLES AT BOSTON 
A meeting of great interest to squared 

circle collectors was held at the Boston Uni
versity Faculty Club on April 23, arranged 
by members of the Philatelic Group of 
Boston, and featured almost entirely the 
squared circle postmarks of Canada. 

About 50 people attended and the follow
ing members of BNAPS took part: 

William T. Pollitz (No. 763) was in charge 
and introduced the speakers and the sub
ject matter they covered. 

Sibley Higginbotham (No. 1422) covered 
the handbook, with special emphasis on 
types, hammers, indicia, etc., plus a ten
page showing of squared circles, principally 
Halifax, dates, clerk numbers, etc. 

Clarence Westhaver (No. 1442) showed 
50 colored slides of the best strikes in vari
ous members' collections, plus 10 pages of 
squared circles on Jubi lees. 

Alfred R. Thomas (No. 1441), general 
chairman, showed I 0 pages of squared 
circles on strips of the lc Small Queen. 

William H. Russell (No. 587) showed 10 
pages of high 'R.F.', with strikes Billy said 
"you can read across the street." 

Ed. Richardson (No. 168) sent up from 
Texas 50 pages of exceptional 'R.F.' covers. 
This was an outstanding l.ot, greatly ap
preciated by all. 

Special tribute was paid to the handbook 
and two typed pages of excerpts were passed 
around to all present. Also, extra copies of 
BNA TOPICS were distributed in the hope 
that many of the Boston Philatelic Group 
might become interested in Canada and 
BNAPS. 

Judging from the applause at the close of 
the meeting, the evening was much enjoyed 
by those present. 

Alfred R. Thomas. 

• Librarian Bob Duncan reports that the 
book "Postmarked Alaska" is now available 
in the library. It contains much information 
on the Yukon. * 
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PLATE BLOCKS NOT 1MADE-TO-ORDER1 

There has been much controversy over 
the "plate block situation" in Canada in 
the past few months, and in all the pub
lished comments there seems to be one 
important fact overlooked: Tbe plate num· 
ber inscriptions are still necessary for ac· 
counting and control by tbe printers. We 
suspect the post office long ago stopped 
any "accounting usc" of these numbers (if 
indeed, they ever made use of them) 'but 
the printers continue to use them as they 
have in the past-for "accounting" as well 
as data re the various plates laid down, etc. 

This factor was first brought to our at
tention by Jim Webb, and upon further 
study all the pieces of the puzzle fit to
gether. Plate 12 of the current 4 cent is 
found with wide and narrow selvedge. Tpis 
is the place the experiments first took place 
and it was found an automatic trimmer at
tached to the perforating machine could cut 
down the size of the selvege. The next step 
was to place the plate number and inscrip
tion towards the outside of the selvege so 
that it would be trimmed off-if it had been 
left in the normal position of the 1937-57 
period it would not have been trimmed off 
as evidenced by the narrow sclvege 4 cent 
Plate 12 with plate No. 

It appears the whole move was initiated 
because of complaints, particularly from in
spectors, that it was difficult to check local 
post office stocks when in many cases the 
plate block corners would be missing from 
the complete sheets. 

Regardless of the reason(s) the post office 
felt it necessary to take steps to eliminate, 
if possible and economical, the plate num
ber on the sheets for sale to the public. 
There never was any move to eliminate 
them entirely from the engraved plate&-
they were, and continue to be, quite neces
sary for control. 

The Newspaper and JOY commemorative 
stamps having already been printed and 
perforated (with the automatic trimmer 
taking off the plate number) were thus not 
available with the plate number on, bot lhe 
plates for these stamps still had the pl'ate 
number and inscription engraved on the 
outer part of the selvedge. You will thus find 
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the selveges on the issued sheets to be the 
trimmed 'narrow state'. 

Thus the fact that the plate numbers con· 
tinue to be engraved on the original plates 
(in a different position than formerly) and 
that they are necessary for control, account
ing, etc., for the printers (or they would not 
bother to engrave them on at all) certainly 
does not make these current items "made· 
to-order." 

We personally have no axe to grind in 
either direction re this current controver:>y. 
We have and will continue to try to assist 
collectors to obtain the items they want, 
and certainly will do this without inflicting 
our personal views (and we do have them 
on this topic as well as others, along with 
disagreement even among various members 
of the company) upon the collector. We do 
greatly regret certain instances of people 
using their executive positions to attempt 
to enforce their own personal views upon 
the individual collectors. Surely the greatest 
attraction to our hobby is its individuality
if I get pleasure out of collecting stamps 
torn in half then is that any reason to ostra
cize me. Surely the fraternal aspect of the 
hobby is great enough that this should lose 
its importance. 

. .. For any individual, whether he be the 
president of a society or the editor of its 
publication, to try and tell others what is 
and what is not stamp collecting, is certainly 
the type of dictatorial speech that the hobby 
can well do without. We have had many 
statements from our clients to the above 
effect, and it appears that the great majority 
of collectors and dealers feel the same way. 
The principle involved is entirely wrong. 
This goes far further than any particular 
implication towards plate blocks, and we 
believe 'the other side,' as briefly outliotd 
above should be published and made known 
as it is obviously not the opinion of one 
company or individual. So we stick our 
necks out in an attempt to bring the above 
constructive criticism (we hope) into the 
open instead of this 'behind the back whis
pering.' 

That "speculative" collectors accumulated 
plate blocks from 1946 to date cannot be 
denied. Whether there is something wrong 
with this or not, we are not sun-. It seems 



to us we have and will continue to have 
(if our analysis of human nature is even 
half correct), the philatelist, the student, the 
historian, the collector, the accumulator, the 
investor, the speculator, etc., and various 
combinations, in all fields. Possibly the one 
thing the collector should raise his voice 
against is the all-too-common current prac
tices of certain large groups (both collectors 
and dealers) to 'engineer' and control arti
ficially for a small period of time the stamps 
of certain countries. (Latest in the buggy 
ride seem to be Lagos, Viet-Nam, Cambo
dia, Saar, Ryukyu.) However even such ven
tures as these could not be successful unless 
the collector, at least in the beginning, buys 
a few stamps of these countries. So, let's 
continue to co:Uect what we want the way 
we want. 

Not Cheapened! 

Canaoa Stamp Co. 
(BNAPS 235 and 381) 

While having no wish to argue the merits 
for or against the collection of plate blocks, 
some of the reasons advanced against the 
practice are rather absurd. 

I refer in particular to the one mentioned 
by you in the April. issue of TOPICs-that 
Canada is cheapening herself in the phila
telic world by having plate blocks for sale 
through the Philatelic Section of the Post 
Office in Ottawa. 

Why, this department of the !>ost Office 
has been in existence for quite a few years. 
It was established without doubt just for the 
benefit of collectors, and collectors only
not the general public-and to say that it 
has suddenly become cheap through the sate 
of plate blocks is in my opinion rather far 
fetched. 

It is the dream of most stamp collectors, 
and quite a commendable one, to collect 
material that will some day be in demand, 
and if piate blocks become scarce for some 
reason or other, is the collector of these to 
be abused and called a "racketeer" because 
prices have gone up. 

Unfortunately, the spirit of fairness seems 
to be woefully lacking in the attitude of 
some collectors in passing judgment on 
what the other man collects. 

With the present use of Pitney-Bowes 
machines in post offices (and it is apparent 
that the use of these machines increases the 
efficiency), it is natural to assume that some 
day even the use of postage stamps may be 
threatened in the name of efficiency. 

W. M. Willcock (BNAPS 995) 

Congratulations! 
Congratulations on wonderful editorial 

page in April BNA TOPICS. Let's hope 
the P.O. Department does away altogether 
with plate block inscriptions, etc. 

J. J. Charron (BNAPS 1525) 

Addition to P.B. List 
Re Canadian plate blocks, the list given 

on page 102 [April] relative to plate num
bers not issued should also include Plate 
No. 13, 5c Queen Elizabeth, Scott No. 341. 

R. L. Tinker (BNAPS 1174) 

Dominion Exhibition Covers 
The writer has, or knows of, the following 

covers advertising a Dominion Exhibition: 
1903 at Toronto, Ontario; 
1905 at New Westminster, B.C.; 
1906 at Halifax, N.S.; 
1907 at Sherbrooke, Quebec; 
1910 at St. John, N.B. 
The above leads me to believe each prov

ince took turns in advertising their annual 
exhibition as "Dominion Exhibition." Can 
anyone report such covers from Alberta, 
Manitoba and Saskatchewan, and what years, 
or from Prince Edward Island? 

E. L. Piggott (BNAPS 629) 

Error in Duplex IDustration 
With reference to the article on duplex 

by E. A. Smythies in April TOPICS, I have 
noticed something which I cannot explain, 
so thought the best thing to do was bring it 
to your attention. 

In the Appendix, page 90, Number 15 is 
listed as Campbellton, Nova Scotia. In all 
probability this is a typographical error, for 
a glance at the map shows that this city is 
located just east of the Quebec-New Bruns
wick border on the main line of the C.N.R. 
between Montreal and Halifax. So it should 
be listed as Campbellton, N.IJ. 

Incidentally, I checked all other points 
listed on pages 89 and 90, find them all in 
order; the only exception is Weldford, which 
I cannot locate. 

But now I come to something very dif
ferent. On page 87 there are two duplex 
cancellations which the P.O. in St. John has 
located in Nova Scotia. (See figures 4 and 6.) 

There are two St. John's, one in Quebec 
Province (St. Jean), the other in Newfound
land, but there is only one St. John and that 
is located in New Brunswick. Even if these 
cancellations were made in 1882 and 1893, 
St. John was located then in New Brunswick 
as it still is. 

(Continued on Page 157) 
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OFFICIAL SECTION 
BRITISH NORTH. AMERICA PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

MONTHLY REPORT . •• 

From the Secretary 
JACK LEVINE, 209 PINE TREE ROAD, OXFORD, N .C. 

NEW MEMBERS 
1540 Balasse, Frank, 610-17th Avenue, Lachine 32, Quebec 
1541 Clay, Harry G., P.O. Bo>t 84, Westlock, A1berta 
1542 Doolittle, Frederick W. Jr., 301 B & 0 Building, Baltimore 1, Maryland 
1543 Jacobson, CWO Benj. S., USN, U.S. Naval Hospital, Chelsea 50, Massachuseus 
1544 Jarman, Geoffrey L., St. Marguerite Station, Quebec 
1545 Nielsen, Henry, Box 11, Station "F", Toronto, Ontario 
1546 Sagan, Alec A., 9750-89 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta 
1547 Sauve, John, 614 Notre Dame Avenue, St. Lambert, Quebec 
1548 Scholl, Frederick L., 130 West Jefferson Street, Syracuse 2, New York 
1549 Taylor, William J., Rudyard, Michigan 
1550 Turner, Edward Charles, R.R. No. 3, Salmon Arm, British Columbia 
1551 Utberg, NeilS., Rt. 2, Box 431, Edinburg, Texas 
1552 Vernon, Stanley M., 7936 Bonfield Avenue, North Hollywood, California 

APPLICATION FOR LIFE ME MBE RSIDP 
397 Southworth, Robert R., Amenia, New York 

REPLACED ON ROLLS 
1404 Ramsey, Bruce, 91S West 23rd Avenue, Vancouver 9, British Columbia 

APPLICATIONS PENDING 
Barron, Gerald Landon, 131 Bellemare Road, Southampton, England 
Bishop, Wm. J., 4011 Stone Canyon Avenue, Sherman Oaks, California 
Callard, Reg., Box 39, Tofield, Alberta 
Copeland, Robert A., 405 Brown Road, Richmond, British Columbia 
Knight, Alexander Duncan, 261 Maplehurst Avenue, Willowdale, Ontario 
Young, Miss Joan E., P.O. Box 40, Sydney, Nova Scotia 

APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 

May 1, 1958. 

(Objections must be fi led with the Secretary within 15 days after month of publication) 
Avery, Raymond E., 3 Old Mamaroneck Road, White Plains, N.Y. (C-X) CAN, NFD-20th century mint 

and used postage and mint blocks. Plate blocks. Coils. OHMS·G. Mint booklet panes and complete 
booklets. Precancels. Federal, provincial and tax-paid revenues. Mint and semi-official airmails. Pro· 
posed by G. P. Lewis, No. L506. 

Charles, R., 20 Mabel St., Willoughby, N.S.W., Australia (D·X) CAN-Mint postage. Stampless covers. 
Complete booklets. Proofs and essays. Proposed by R. J. Duncan, No. 37. 

Krasner, Milton, 173 Ridge Rd., No. Arlington, N .J. (C) CAN, NFD-19th and 20th century mint and 
used postage and mint blocks. P late blocks. Coils. OHMS-G. Mint and used airmails. Proposed by 
1. Levine, No. LJ, 

Lamouroux, Louis M., 222 Lawrence Ave. W., Toronto 12, Ont. (C) Proposed by R. J. Duncan, No. 37. 
McGowan, Louis C., 63 Walnut St., Johnston 9, R.L. (C·C) CAN, NFD, PROV-t9th century used 

postage and 20th century mint postage. Covers of postal history interest. Coils. OHMS-G. Mint booklet 
panes. Precancels. Mint and semi-official airmails. Postal stationery cntires. P roposed by J. B. 
Kilton, No. 57. 

Nlderost, Bernard, Gen. Del., Talmage, Calif. (C·CX) CAN, NFD-Used postage. " I .G.Y." covers. 
OHMS-G. Precancels. Seals. Federal, provincial and tax-paid revenues. Used and semi-official air· 
mails. Cut-squares. Proposed by B. C. Binks, No. 74. 

Stanford, Eidsel C, Belle Mina, Ala. (C) CAN, NPD, PROV-Federat, provincial and tax-paid revenues. 
Literature. Specialty: T ax-paids. Proposed by H. W. Walker, No. 1380. 

Tyler, Laurence Lee, 6227 Radford Dr., Seattle 15, Wash. (C.X )NFD, NS, NB-19th century used 
postage. cancellations. Proposed by D. C. Meyerson, No. L3. 

Tuttle, George M., Main St., Youngstown, N.Y. (CCX) CAN-Scott's No. 1, 4, 12, 15. Covers No. lS. 
"Bill Stamp" revenues. P roofs No. IS; RPO, 4-ring and town-dated cancellations No. lS. Plate re· 
entries and llaws No. 15. Specialty: Canada No. IS. Proposed by J. Levine, No. Lt. 

Wasylenko, W. D., 70 Douglas St. W., Sudbury, Ont. (CCX) CAN, NFD-19th and 20Ut century mint 
postage and mint blocks. 1st day covers. Proposed by J . Levine, No. Lt. 
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Yaffe, Irvin, 1612 Franklin St., Baltimore 23, Md. (C-CX) CAN- 20th century mint postage. 1st day 
covers. Coils. Mint booklet panes. RPO, territorial, llag, slogan and other cancellations. Specialty: 
Cancellations and postmarks 1900-1950. Proposed by E. A. Richardson, No. 168. 

CHANGES OF ADDRESS 
(Changes of address should be sent direct to the Secretary) 

1118 April, Georges, lOIS Brown Avenue, Apt. 3, Quebec 6, Quebec 
921 Grant, M. E., 60 Adelaide St. North, Lindsay, Ontario 

1202 Peters, Reimers A., 215 E. Madison St., Phoenix, Arizona (from Detroit, Mich.) 
1492 Stanway, G. E., Box 42, Rosebush, Michigan (from Valhalia, N.Y.) 

CORRECI'IONS 
1534 Lefferts, Jacob, R. V. M., Monmouth Hills, Highlands, N.J. (NOT Kelowna, B.C.) 
lS39 Langstroth, Dr. R. S., 190 St. John St., Fredericton, N.B. (NOT MD-DDS) 

MAIL RETURNED 
(Information of present address requested) 

1158 Hicks, Donald G, 183 Pickering St., Toronto 12, Ontario 

MEMBERSHIP SUMMARY 
TOTAL MEMBERSHIP, April I, 1958 .............. ................ 942 

NEW MEMBERS, May 1, 1958 .................................... 13 
REPLACED ON ROLLS, May 1, 1958 ............. ......... 1 

TOTAL MEMBERSHIP, May 1, 1958 ........ ......... .. .. .. 

OFFICIAL NOTICE 
ELECTIONS 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 

9S6 

956 

ARTICLE IV, Section 3. A President, Vice-President, Treasurer and Secretary shall be so elected 
by ballot biennially In the even-numbered year~. Three (3) members to the Board of Governors shall be so 
elected each year for a term of three (3) years. 
, Nominations for the offices to be elected may be filed with the Secretary by any Regional Group 
of the Society or by any five (5) members in good standing in time, at least, for publication In the issue 
of DNA TOPICS scheduled for release ninety (90) days before the opening of the Convention and Annual 
Meeting of such election year (September 25-28tb, 1958). At least one hundred and fifty (150) days before 
the opening date of such election year Convention and Annual Meeting, the President shall appoint five 
(S) members of the Society to serve and function as a Nominating Committee whose prime purpose shall 
be to prepare and present a slate of candidates for the elective offices to be voted. 

(Continued on Page 160) 

THE EDITOR'S MAILBAG 
(Continued from Page 155) 

The question I am asking, and which I 
cannot answer, is this: How does the Cana
dian P.O. locate an important centre in the 
wrong province on two different occasions, 
and yet on a third occasion, in 1887, St. 
John is properly located in New Burnswick. 
(See figure 3.) 

To the best of my z;ecollection I do not 
even remember any such error in Canadian 
philately. Perhaps you will be able to bring 
some iight on this question, for I do not 
think it should be allowed to pass unnoticed. 

W. A. C. Warner (BNAPS 952) 

e EDITOR'S NOTE: -See letter from 
Mr. Smythies below. 

The April TOPICS has just reached me 
(April 28) and I see some small mistakes 
in the illustrations accompanying my duplex 
article, which I think should be brought to 

the notice of your readers. 
Figs. 4 and 6-These should read N.B. 

not N.S. 
Fig. 12- There should be one more short 

vertical stroke at the end of the killer. 
Stellarton Star- This illustration is Mr. 

Frank Campbell's (not mine). It is evidently 
a composite drawing, i.e. combining a very 
early state of the grille on the star with a 
comparatively late dater, Feby '89. The 
grille had become almost invisible by De
cember '88. 

There is one more correction required in 
the Appendix-Campbellton should be N.B. 
not N.S. 

I may add that several new improvised 
duplex have recently been recorded from 
the Maritime provinces, which I hope to 
describe in a subsequent article. 

E. A. Smythies (BNAPS 1440) 
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ANNUAL REPORT •.. 

From the Treasurer 
W. C. PETERMAN, BOX 348, CALDWELL, N.J. 

RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS ACCOUNT 
January 1, 1957 to December 31, 1957 

BALANCE AS OF DECEMBER 31, 1956 

Dues in Advance-1957 ............... ................ ...... ................................. .. 
Dues in Advance-1958 ........ ....... ..... , ................................................. .. 
Dues in Advance-1959 .......................................... , .. , ......................... . 
Topics Advertising in Advance ........................... , ........ ...... ................ . 
Reserve for Mailing December 1956 Topics ..... ... .. .. ...... ... .. ... .. ... . .. 
Life Membership Fund ............................... ................... ..... ............ ..... . 
General Funds on Deposit .......................................................... ........ .. 

$ 135.80 
8.75 
3.00 

26.53 
15.10 

547.00 
1146.03 

Total Funds on Deposit ........................ $1882.21 
Topics Petty Cash Fund .. ......... .......... 96.79 
Funds in Custody of Handbook Agent 10.96 

Total Funds .... ..... $1989.96 

RECEIPTS 

Membership Dues-1956 (In Abeyance) ........................................... $ 7.50 
130.90 

6.40 
6.00 

Membership Dues-1958 ................................................................... .. 
Membership Dues-1959 .................. . ........ ..................................... .. 
Membership Dues- Beyond 1959 .................... .... .. ...... ....................... . 

Membership Dues-1956 (Paid in 1957) ........... .. .... ..... .. .......... .. 
Membership Dues-1957 (Renewal) ......................... ............... .. ....... . 
Membership Dues-1957 (New Members) .......... ......................... .. 
Membership Fees-1957 (New Members) ... ..... ....................... . 

Topics: 
Advertising- 1956 .................................................. ......... .... . 
Advertising-1958 (In Advance) .......................................... .. .. .. .. 
Advertising- 1957 ............................ ............... . : .......... \ ........ ... .... . 
Subscriptions and Sale of Back Issues .... .......... , ........................ . 

"Perfin" Handbook--Sales ...... .................. .. .. .... .. ....... ......................... . 
Yearbook-1956 Advertising .... ............ , .. ...... ....... ..... ...... ............ ...... . 
Yearbook- 1957 Advertising ............... ............ ... ........ ............... ........ . 
Life Membership Fees ............................................................... ......... .. 
Sales Circuit-Operating Surplus ....... ................................................. .. 
BNAPEX-57-Rcimbursement of 1956 Expenses ............................ .. 
BNAPEX-57-0perating Surplus .......................................... , ............ . 

1956 Balance plus 1957 Receipts . 
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19.75 
2501.67 

122.01 
65.00 

131.56 
77.90 

534.56 ' 
16.50 

29.43 
50.00 

411.00 
100.00 
64.67 
8.85 
4.88 

$1989.96 

$ 7.50 

143.30 

2708.43 

131.56 
77.90 

551.06 

29.43 
50.00 

411.00 
100.00 
64.67 
8.85 
4.88 

$6278.54 



DISBURSEMENTS 
Topics: 

Mailing December 1956 Issue ...... .... .. ................................. . 
Printing Ten Issues of 1957 ......... ................................. .. ....... .. . 
Cuts .... ................ .... ...... ................. ................. ...... .. ...... ..... ......... ..... . 
Addressing and Mailing ...................... ......................... ............. .. .. 
Postage ...................................... ................... ........ ...... , ..... ......... ..... . 
Mailing Envelopes . . . . .......................................... ........ . 
Miscellaneous .. .. .. .. .. ... ... ... ....... ...... ...... , ..... ... ... ........... ... .......... .. . 

Yearbook: 
Printing .......................... : ...... ... ... ... ................................................. . 
Addressing and Mailing .... .... , ..................... , ............................... .. 
Postage .................................. ............ ................... ...... ... ...... ......... .. 

General Expenses: 
Postage ........................... .................. ... ... ... ... ...... ...... ..................... .. 
Stationery .............. ....................... .. .. .. ......... .................................. . 
Premium on Fidelity Bond ... .. . . .... . .. ......................................... .. 
BNAPEX-57-Grand Award .......................................... ........... . 
Constitution and By-laws--Printing .......................... ................ .. 
Miscellaneous ....................................................... ..................... ..... . 

Library .................... .. .......... .................. ... ... .......................................... .. 
Federal Income Tax for 1955 ............ .............. ................ ................. .. 
Cuts (To be Paid by Advertiser) .. .. ................................................... .. 
Prepayment of 1958 Expenses: 

Membership Cards, Statements and Envelopes .... .. , ......... .. ...... . 
Topics Mailing Envelopes ......................................... .................. . 
Library Fund ..... .. .. ...... ................................................................. . 

Total Disbursements ............................ .. 
Funds on Deposit .. .. .. . . . .. . .. . . . . . 
Topics Petty Cash Fund ........ ...... ......... . 
Funds in Custody of Sales Manager .. . 

Disbursements plus Balance on Hand .. 

BALANCE SHEET 
(As of 1~/31/57) 

$ 15.10 
2277.22 

650.48 
142.38 
241.24 
117.49 

8.05 

484.58 
17.23 
22.00 

123.48 
35.49 
45.00 
58.32 

183.22 
8.90 

75.00 
129.48 

9.35 

77.75 
126.30 

16.75 

LIABILITIES 
Dues in Advance-1958 . 
Dues in Advance-1959 

ASSETS 

Dues in Advance-Beyond 1959 .. 
Topics-Advt. in Advance .......... .. 
Reserve for Bills Payable ............. . 
Life Membership Fund ................. . 
Surplus: 

As of 12/ 31/ 56 ...... $1605.20* 
Less 1957 Deficit .... 421.53 

$ 139.65 
9.40 
6.00 

80.00 
37.22 

584.00 

$1183.67 $1183.67 

$2040.84 

Funds on Deposit .... ....... .. . 
Funds, Custody Sales Manager .. 
Topics Petty Cash Fund ........... . 
Prepaid Expenses for 1958 ........ .. 
Accounts Receivable: 

Topics Advt.- 1956 ........ ... .. . 
Topics Advt.- 1957 .............. . 
Yearbook Advt.- 1955 .. ........ . 
Yearbook Advt.- 1957 ........ ·"' 
Cuts for Advertiser ......... ...... . 

$ 15.!0 

3436.86 

523.81 

454.41 

75.00 
129.48 

9.35 

220.80 

$4864.81 
1313.57 

35.49 
64.67 

$6278.54 

$1313.57 
222.74* 

35.49 
220.80 

10.00 
170.64 

3.50 
54.75 
9.35 

$2040.84 

• Stated Surplus as of 12/ 31/ 56 and Funds in Custody of Sales' Manager increased by 
$158.07 to give effect to Operating Surplus Funds in Custody of Sales Manager prior to 
1957 but not previously included in the Report of the Treasurer: Surplus then reduced by 
the $129.48 which was disbursed in 1957 for 1955 Income Tax but not reported as 
Expense for 1957. 
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STATEMENT O F OPERATION FOR THE YEAR 1957 

INCOME 

Membership Dues-1956 (Paid in 1957) .... ...... .......................... ...... . $ 19.75 
Membership Dues-1957 (Renewal) ................................ .... .. ......... ... .. 2637.47 
Membership Dues-1957 (New Members) .... .... ... ... ..... .. .. .. ,.. .. .. .. 122.01 
Membership Dues-From Life Membership Fund . ..... ......... ....... .. .. . 63.00 
Membership Fees-1957 (New Members) ............. ......... ........... ....... .. 65.00 $2907.23 

Topics: 
Advertising .. ...... ................................. .. .. 558.09 
Subscriptions and Sale of Back Issues 16.50 574.59 

Yearbook- Advertising ... ................... .. ..... ... ... ...... .. , .. .. .. ........ .. ............. . 411.00 411.00 
"Perlin" Handbook- Sales of Handbook .... ...... ...................... .......... .. 29.43 29.43 
Sales Circuits-Operating Surplus ....... ....... .. .. .. .. ... ... .. .. ..... ................ . 64.67 64.67 
BNAPEX-57-0perating Surplus ... .. .... .. ................. .... ...... .. 4.88 4.88 
Accounts Receivable: 

Topics Advertising ......... ..... ............. .............. ...................... ... .... . 170.64 
Yearbook- Advertising ................ .......... ...... ............ ......... . 54.75 225.39 

Total Income ... ... ....................... .. $4217.19 
Deficit in 1957 .... .. .. ..... ...... ..... ... . 421.53 

$4638.72 

EXPENSES 

Topics-As per Receipts and Disbursements Account .. ... .. $3436.86 
Yearbook- As per Receipts and Disbursements Account .. ...... ...... .. 523.81 
General Expenses paid in 1957 as per R. & D. Account ........ ........ .. $ 454.41 
General Expenses prepaid in 1956 ... .. ......... .. .. ... ... .............. .. .. ... ...... .. 107.42 561.83 

Library Fund ................. ............ ............... ........... .. .. .. 75.00 
Bad Debt ... ................. ....... ........................ .......................... .. 4.00 
Bills Payable-Addressing and Mailing Nov. and Dec. Topics . 31.22 

Total Expenses $4638.72 

W. C. PETERMAN, Treasurer. 

The Society's books were audited through the courtesy of Arthur J. Dean (BNAPS 119) 
and the above report is in accordance with this audit. 

SECRETARY'S REPORT 
(Continued from Page 157) 

To the Secretary of the British North America PWlatellc Society: 
The. Nominating Committee, appointed by the President of the Society, submits herewith the following 

names as candidates for the offices appearing opposite said names: 
Vincent G. Green (L40)-President 
W. W. Chadbourne (100)-Vice-President 
Jack Levine (Ll)-Secretary 
W . C. Peterman (LS)-Treasurer 
Daniel C. Meyerson (L3)-Board of Governors 
George B. Llewellyn (384}-Board of Governors 
W . S. Johnstone (172)-Board of Governors 

Submitted for and on behalf of the Nominating Committee, this first day of May, 1958. 

ALFRED H. KESSLER, Chairman. 

JACK LEV1NE, Secretary. 
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Classified Topics 
Reserved for Members of BNAPS 

RATES-2 cents per word per insertion; 500 
words to be used os desired, $8 00. 

COPY for Classified Topics 1hould be sent to 
Gordon P. lewis, 37 Eldomar Ave., Bromp· 
ton, Ont., to arrive before the 1st of the 
month previous to publication date. 

FOR SALE 

PRICE LIST of used Canada on request. W. C. 
McCiammy, Rocky Point, N.C., U.S.A. 149tf 

BETTER CANADA. Sets, singles, mint blocks. 
Send want lists (with references). H. G. Saxton, 
139 Twelfth Ave. N.E., Calgary, Alta ., Canada. 

(98tf) 

CANADA OFFICIALS collection of 79 varieties 
with one on cover, and four rare 5-hole perf. 
OHMS, $10.00. Canada Officials Checklist, list
ing 729 varieties, $1 .50. Canada Officials 
Catalogue, pricing all major varieties, $1.50. 
Selections of Canada Officials or Canada Reve
nues sent on request, or send wont list. Roy 
Wrigley (APS, BNAPS, CPS, etc.), 2288 Belle
vue Ave., West Vancouver, B.C. 151 -tf 

HAVE LARGE SELECTION of Advertising, Hotel, 
Exhibition and Patriotic covers. 3 cent Small 
Queens- Corks, Towns, Dated, including West· 
ern. Have Squared Circles- will sell them. Also 
will exchange good stamps for covers before 
1910. Harry F. Williams, 331 Spring Garden 
Road, Halifax, N.S. 157-21 

Q.E. II (G.B.) Visit to Canada and U.S.A., 2 covers 
for $1 . Also Napthadag 1st day cover (6 vals.) 
$1 ; and mint N.D.'s. Rare Inter-Parliamentary 
12/ 8/ 57 london covers $1 (also ditto on Air 
letter Sheets); and other interesting material 
(G.B.). Price lists sent. Prompt delivery by air 
mail. Send orders plus postage to G. l. Barron, 
Bellemoor Road, Southampton, Eng. 154-31 

EXCHANGE 

CANADA OFFICIALS AND REVENUES wanted in 
exchange for Canada Postage or Plate Blocks. 
Roy Wrigley, 2288 Bellevue Ave., West Van· 
couver, B.C. tf 

CANADA- Early singles. 1922 to date mint or 
used blocks, including booklets . Will exchange 
for U.S. mint or used, also FDC world. Gen· 
eral first flight covers including fine Zeppelin 
mail. Almost anything of Au1trio, including 
rare postal stationery mint or FD cancelled. 
Stamps of the world mounted by country. 
Joseph Bush, 61 W. 74 St., New York 23. 146tf 

WANTED 

WANTED- Covers 1912-1930. Ann Dorian, 57 
Teignmouth Road, london, N.W. 2, England. 

158-11 

WANTED FOR CASH-Squared circle, two-ring 
numeral and fancy cancels on or off cover, 
Small Queens only; also illustrated and corner 
card covers. George Hicks, listowel, Ont. 142-tf 

SQUARED CIRCLES WANTED- Will buy or ex· 
change Beeton, St. Hilarion, Freeport, Great 
Village, Newcastle Creek, Malone, Pointe A 
Pic, Alma (1st), Fore st, Nassagaweya, Panty· 
pool, Simcoe, Bleeker St., Waterdown, Ashcroft 
Station, Revelstoke, lambton Mill s. l . M. lud
low, Box # 64, Grosse lie, Mic_higan. 151 -tf 

SQUARED CIRCLES WANTED- Belleville: (a) 1st 
hammer, any date, any number above; (b) 
any hammer for the following. The complete 
date and the number above the date (given 
first in each case) most e ssential: 2-0c 2, 93; 
2-No 3, 93; 2-De 13, 93; 3-Ja 15, 94; 4-Fe 5, 
94; 2-Mr 19, 94; 2-Ap 18, 94; 4-Ap 27, 94; 
4 -My 17, 94; 2-My 22, 94; 4 -Ju 8, 94; 2-0c 14, 
94; 2-No 5, 94; 2-De 24, 94; 3-Ja 22, 95; 
4 -Fe 7, 95; 3 -Fe 16, 95; 3-Mr 23, 95; 2-Ap 4, 
95; 3-Uo 5, 95; 2-Ja 16, 96; 3-Mr 10, 96; 2· 
Mr 27, 96; 2-Mr 29, 96; 2-My 8, 96; ' 3-0c 19, 
96; 2-Jy 8, 97; 2-Jy 19, 97; 2-Jy 31, 97; 2-Au 
14, 97; 2-Au 19, 97; 2-Sp 10, 97; 2-Sp 30, 97; 
2-Clc 15, 97; 2-0c 21, 97; 2-Nov 22, 97; 4-
De 20, 97. A. Whitehead, 51 Havelock St., 
Amherst, N.S. tf 

SQUARED CIRCLES, Type 2: Lambton Mills, Mill · 
brook, Mission, Revelstoke, Simcoe, Massaga· 
wa, Watford, Freeport, Fort William West, 
Waterdown, Forest, Blythe, Cache Bay, Clifton, 
Y ennoxville, Point Au Pic, Stansleod, Sutton, 
Estevan, Malone. Type 1: Aldergrove, Beeton, 
Byng Inlet North. DATES: 1891-Jan 4, 9, 18. 
Feb 8, 22. Mar 15, 17. June 7, 14, 21. Aug 16. 
Sept 6, 13, 20, 27. Nov 22. 1892- Jan 24, 31. 
Ap 24. May 22. July 10. Au 28. Nov 20. 1893 
- June 11. Dec 24. 1894- Ap 15. July 15. 
Sept 2, 23. (On 3c Small Queen). What do you 
wish in exchange? Will give dotes in 1880s 
as for as I have them, a s well as in ·1890s. 
C. S. McKee, M.D., McKee Rd., R.R. No. 3, 
Abbottsford, B.C. 155tf 

NEWI 1958 NEWI 
PARAMOUNT'S 

B.N.A. CATALOGUE 
Packed with vital information. Hundreds of 
price changes. Bought by more collectors than 

any other similar catalogue. 
Price 40c (refunded with first cata logue order) 

B.N.A. Want lists Filled 

Paramount Stamps 
BOX 55, STATIO N D 

TORONTO 9 CANADA 
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The Last Word 

LET'S NOT 'GILD THE LILY! 

I N "The Mailbag" column of this issue are two letters in reply to our 
April editorial note on plate blocks, and we feel that these letters 

require some sort of rebuttal. Of course, the writers of these letters, or 
anyone else for that matter, is at liberty to bring forth other arguments 
on the subject if they wish, and their letters will be published. Under the 
heading "Plate Blocks Not 'Made To Order'," this statement appears: "The 
plate number inscriptions are still necessary for accounting and control 
by the printers." Whether this is true or not, we do not know, as the 
writer quotes no authority to back up his statement. We assume it is 
only conjecture on the part of the writer. And we are the first to admit 
that he may be correct . .. but until official word is received from he 
printers there appear to be a few flaws in his argument. 

It is perhaps difficult to understand why plate numbers were ever 
actually printed on sheets of postage stamps, because in many other 
types of security printing adequate control is provided by having any 
necessary numbers punched in the plate itself, but below the height of 
the printing surface so they do not print. If the numbers are necessary on 
the printed sheets, it would seem that they would be useful only after 
the sheets were perforatd and ready for storage. Yet, according to the 
theory advanced in the letter, the selvedge bearing the plate number is 
trimmed off automatically when the stamps are perforatd. 

If it is true that the sheets with plate numbers now on sale in the 
Philatelic Section are in the " untrimmed" state, then actually the opera
tions of printing and perforating the stamps for sale to the Pl!blic have 
not been completed. The production of the stamps is only completed when 
the sheets have been perforated and the plate numbers trimmed off. This 
trimmed portion t.hen becomes "printer's waste," just as the trimmings 
off the pages of this magazine are waste paper. Any printing plant has 
bundles of these trimmings to dispose of each day, but no-one would go 
as far as to suggest that they had any value except as waste- even if 
they were the trimmings off bank notes or postage stamps( The fact that 
the selvedge is not trimmed off makes it no more valuable in our eyes. 

The second letter mentions our remark about Canada having cheap
ened itself by its action on plate blocks-we did not say that the Philatelic 
Agency had cheapened itself by selling the blocks- only that the de
partment had cheapened Canada's reputation in the eyes of the philatelic 
world by providing "made-to-order" plate blocks. And that is exactly 
what has been done, and no argument can be put forward to refute this. 

But when it comes to the question of whether collectors should or 
should not collect these blocks, that is entirely up to the individual. We 
had no intention of dictating what anyone should collect, and have no 
intention of doing so now. There are some rather odd things gathered 
together in the name of philately- collectors enjoy themselves doing so, 
and that is all that really matters. Collect these blocks if you will- that is 
anyone's privilege-but let's not try to 'gild the lily' by denying that they 
are specially prepared for you- Mr. Stamp Collector. * 
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Auction Sales 
OF RARE AND VALUABLE 

British North America 
AND OTHER POSTAGE STAMPS 

HELD REGULARLY 

ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUES AVAILABLE A MONTH BEFORE 

SALE DATE 

AUCTION SALE 
JUNE 25 - 26th 

THREE SESSIONS - 1359 lOTS - 8 P.M., 1 1 A.M. AND 8 P.M. 

CANADA 
Over 100 lots of 3d Beavers, including A. B. Cassell Collection. 

About 200 lots Small Cents from a very flne specialized collection. 

NEWFOUNDLAND AND PROVINCES 
Strong in Pence. 

South and Central America, U.S.A. and Possessions 
The " Creber" Collection. 

ESTATE PROPERTIES SOLICITED FOR SALE AT AUCTION 

OR OUTRIGHT PURCHASE 

J. N. SISSONS LTD. 
59 Wellington West, Toronto, Canada 

Phone: EMpire 4-6003 Cables: Sistamp, Toronto 



SHANAHAN'S STAMP AUCTIONS 

ARE DI~FERENT 

The difference Is in the many facilities we are olferin11 to our 
clients. 

(I) We offer month after month the largest array of stamps In 
the world. Our profusely illustrated Catalogues are so arranaed 
that they should suit everybody, large lots and small lots, 
single Rarities and General or Country CoUections, Covers 
and Wholesale lots, and in every sale we try to brina special
ised collections of one or several different countries. Your 
speciality mi&ht come up In our next Catalogue. 

(2) Every lot, large or small, is offered on "After Sale Approval." 
Any lot which does not come up to your expectations can be 
returned under Para. II of our Conditions of Sale. No reason 
need be given. 

(3) Every Illustrated stamp is sold with a Certificate by a world 
famous expert. 

(4) Time Payments and other Credit facilities are readlly avail
able. 

(') The "Profit from Stamps-without Risk" Pian enables you to 
share ln the profits from stamp t rading on a guaranteed basis. 

(6) The "Double Barrel" Pian enables you to utilise the money 
you have Invested under the "Profit from Stamps--without 
Risk" Plan at the same time for Stamp Purchases here and 
thereby act your stamps much cheaper and under certain cir
cumstances even for nothina. 

\7) The "Collection Picking Plan" enables you to buy and obtain 
a lara~ collection or dealer's stock with a small deposit only, 
take out what you want, break up tlte remainder into smaller 
lots and send them to us, for re-sale by Auction on your be· 
half. thereby probably aettlna the stamps you really need for 
much less or even for nothing, with perhaps a profit thrown ln. 

Get on Our Catalogue 

Mailing Ust Free 

39 Upper Great George's Street, 

Dun laoghaire, Dublin, Irela nd 




