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WE STILL BUY 

Although every time you look around, the prices 
seem to be higher than last time, the demand con­
tinues unabated for choice quality Canada. T o 
remain competitive in obtaining a sha1·e of such 
material) we keep raising our buying prices as the 
market rises. 

I f you have a collection to sell, please contact 
us and we will make arrangements to appraise at 
a mtLtually satisfactory time and location. 

~eorge ~. Wegg JLtb. 
37 VICTORIA STREET 

(holf o block north of the IC ing Edword Hotel) 

TORONTO M5P 1 K5, CANADA 

Telephones: 
368-7528 
489-1344 

Area Code 416 

We are Canadian Agents for 

Robson Lowe limited, London, England 

I 



Read These Reasons Why H. E. Harris & Co. 
Is the Best Place to Sell Your Stamps 

To replenish our extensive retail 
stocks, we are constantly buying - at 
generous prices - collect ions and ac­
cumulations made by stamp collec­
tors , provided they are worth $100 or 
more. We pay top prices and are in ­
terested in buying nearly all types of 
ph ilatel ic material, especially stamps 
of the United States and British North 
America, and world-wide or specialty 
country collections that are strong in 
sets . It just makes good sense to go to 
t he World's Largest Stamp Firm when 
the time comes to sell. Here are sever ­
al very good reasons why thousands of 
knowledgeable collectors have sold 
only to Harris over the years : 

We have a world-wide reputation 
for unquestioned integrity, built up 
over 58 continuous years of doing 
business. 

We make liberal cash offers and 
have the financial resources to pay 
spot cash for purchases of any magni · 
tude. We make immediate payment 
in full. 

For serious-minded sellers, we 
make free appraisals. 

In addition to buying from col ­
lec:1·ors, we handle estate and institu­
tional purchases regularly. 

We pay more because we buy for 
retail stock, not for resale to dealers. 

Hare A re Some Comments About Harris & Co. 
From Collectors Who Have Sold Us Their Stamps: 

I wish to express my special 
thanks for the prompt, very 
courteous, and generous ap­
praisal of my three collections. 
Since I had complete confidence 
in your integrity, I offered my 
stamps to you . I shall be glad 
to recommend H.E. Harris & 
Co. to any of my acquaintances 
who have stamps to sell. .. Mr. 
Johannes Malthaner, N9rman, 
Okla. 

About two years ago you bought 
from me a collection of British 
and British Colonies Stamps. 
Your method of handling the 
transaction was a most pleasant 
experience, and when I recently 
decided to sell my United States 
collection. I thought again of 
you. It is most gratifying to 
know that this second trans­
action was equally as pleasing 
as the first. ··Mr. R.L . Duncan, 
Oxford, Ohio 

Your company should be proud 
of its reputation for honest ap­
praisal and fair dealings. After 
doing business with you, 1 can 
easily see how you have earned 
this reputation. I would cert­
ainlyrecommend your company 
to anyone who has stamps for 
sale.--Mr. Gene Bates, President, 
Bates & Murray, Inc., Barre,Vt. 

No haggling or delays; no "work· 
ing up" to the right price. The first 
price that we quote will be the only 
price that we will pay. FOR YOUR OWN PROTECTION 

~==~~~ When you are ready to sell your stamps, 
Safet f st · t d · 11 be sure to contact our Appraisal De-

Y o amps'" our cus 0 Y 15 It' partment. Highlight Information about 
guaranteed. We have the largest and YOU your collection would be he lpful: it 
finest facilities in the world. HAVE need not be technical or complete. 

STAMPS Please do not send your collection u nt il 
TO we request it. If you would like to learn 

SELL more about selling your collection, send If you are not entirely pleased with 
our offer, your stamps will be prompt-
ly_ returned intact, at our expense, ljJ · • -· .. 
w1th no charge to you. ~- ·!:::;§-·§i.::~.:.§""~--~1 

only 2511 for our booklet of valuable 
Information, "If You Have Stamps to 
Sell." It gives you valuable suggestions 
and tells you about H .E. Harris & Co., 
Inc., the World's Largest Stamp Buyer. 

B.E.BARRIS & CO.,INC. 
WORLD'S LARGEST STAMP FIRM-BOSTON, MASS. 02117-Established 1916 
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Stanley Gibbons Specialist and Rare Stomp Deportment, situated a t 399 
Strand in the heart of london's stamp world. Here, throughout the year, 
we welcome e nthusiasts from all over the world. Some come eager to 
expand their collections by choosing from our comprehensive range of 
phi latelic classics, others come to discuss aspects of selling with our 
friendly, experienced staff. Comfortable surroundings and a worm 
personal atmosphere help create the image of cooperation that is port 
of the character of Romano House. 

We invite all visitors to examine the Gibbons Gallery, o lso in Romano 
House, where each month a fascinating display by prominent philate­
lists is arranged. 

STANLEY GIBBONS LTD. 
391 Strand, 
London WC2R OLX 

By .Appointment 
10 HM the Queen 

Philatelists 

Don't forget Sta nGib Limited, our New York office. Stocks of our 
stamps and publications are always available. 
Call at 595 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10017. 
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Judge 
O'Reilly: 

A letter 
from Kootanie 

"There isn't the gold in British Columbia 
that would bribe Judge O'Reilly," was their 
emphatic endorsement of his dealings with 
the miners. They described him arriving as 
the representative of British law and order 
at Kootanie, immediately after thousands 
had flocked to the newly discovered gold­
mines there. Assembling them, he said that 
order must and would be kept, and advised 
them not to display their revolvers unneces­
sarily, "for , boys, if there is shooting in 
Kootanie there will be hanging." Such a 
speech was after the miners' own hearts, 
and after it there were no more disturbances 
in Kootanie. 

Thus wrote Hubert Bancroft, the Cali­
fornian historian of Judge Peter O'Reilly. 
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BY AUSTIN V. MIFSUD 

He was evidently gold commiSSIOner when 
the cover shown above was written, as it 
is dated May 15, 1866. The cover has sev­
eral unique features: the two three penny 
blues tied by Dietz and Nelson Exptiess; 
manuscript per Barnards Express; and large 
circular Barnards Express and oval paid 
cancel, and paid in manuscript. The most 
outstanding feature is "Big Bend" in large 
letters. This is the only one to my knowl­
edge that exists and does not seem to be 
recorded in B.C. philately. An interesting 
note on the back flap indicates a slight 
domestic problem: Mr. O'Reilly admonish­
ing Mrs. O'Reilly for not sealing her let­
ters. He had quite a lengthy and illustrious 
career, finally settling in Victoria where he 
died in 1905. 



A historic 
letter 
BY RoBERT H. PRATT 

The desire for direct steam from England 
to Newfoundland began about 1838. The 
conclusion of the long search was not 
reached until late 1856 and then only on a 
short-term basis. Prior to the visits of the 
Liverpool-Portland Line of steamers which 
called out and back at St. John's, only one 
ship is known to have carried a post-office 
bag of mail directly from London to St. 
John's. This was the Propontis and this 
is her story and the story of the only known 
remaining letter from this voyage. Unfor­
tunately the wrapper for the letter is badly 
torn, the stamp is fair- but it is a unique 
remnant. 

On May 28, 1856 a notice appeared in 
the London Times, which read : 

Steam from London to St. John's New­
foundland, carrying a bag from the post­
office, letters to be marked "Screw Steamer 
Propontis", General Screw Steam Shipping 
Company's well-known screw steamer Pro­
pontis, 550 tons, 100 horsepower, will posi­
tively sail on the 30th inst., has excellent 
accommodations for first class passengers. 

The General Screw Steam Co., which was 
engaged in a losing venture to provide mail 
and steam service to North Africa and India, 
probably had chartered out the Propontis 
for this particular voyage. The Royal Ga­
zette of June 24, 1856 stated that she ar­
rived in St. John's on June 20 after a pas­
sage of 14 days (departing June 6) bring­
ing 10 passengers and papers from June 5. 
Among the passengers was the well-known 
merchant George T. Brooking and also 
Messrs. Kent and Canning, well known in 
the government. More importantly the 
Propontis was carrying the cable for the 
underwater telegraph leg from Newfound-

' 
{,:? ~-QUl/1#:/ 9/, 

•• :.:.tJ-

land to Cape Breton and Cape Breton to 
Prince Edward Island. 

On June 21 the Propontis left St. John's 
for Sydney and Port-aux-Basques where she 
joined forces with the Victoria (presently 
leased by the telegraph company but later 
the first coastal steam mail boat). The 
Newfoundlander of July 24 carried the fol­
lowing announcement: 

SYDNEY C.B., 12 July, 1856 - The sub­
marine electric cable for the New York, 
Newfoundland and London Telegraph Com­
pany was successfully laid on the l 0 th in­
sta/11, from the steam ship Propontis, Cap­
tain Goodwin, under the direction of Mr. 
Samuel Canni11g, across the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence, between Cape Ray Cove, New­
foundland, and Ashpec Bay, Cape Breton, 
a distance of 85 miles, in 15 hours. M es­
sages are now being freely and instantane­
ously transmitted from shore to shore. 

The Propontis returned to England on 
August 8 with I 0 passengers. The balance 
of the line was completed and on November 
14 the telegraph company announced that 
the "line connecting this island with Cape 
Breton is completed and open to the public. 
Messages will hereafter be promptly trans­
mitted between this Colony and any place 
in the United States and British North 
America." 

This new form of communication led to 
the establishment of a lighter service con­
tacting ships from England to America off 
Cape Race to obtain the latest news and 
telegraph it ahead of the ship to New York. 
It also encouraged greater efforts to obtain 
direct steam to St. John's. Cunard and the 
Admiralty turned down this plea on rather 
specious grounds; the Liverpool-Portland 
Line faltered and died and it was not until 
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the Galway Line came into existence that 
continuous direct steam became a reality. 

The Propontis established two firsts for 
Newfoundland : as far as can be determined. 
this was the first direct GPO-controlled 
steam mail to be delivered at St. John's in 
a closed bag; and this was the first oper­
able connection of a telegraph between the 
island of Newfoundland and the Nonh 
American continent. One could only wish 
that the letter remnant were more complete. 

It was mailed from Liverpool on May 

Pence Covers 

28, 1856, the day the notice appeared in 
the Times. It was marked, as can be par­
tially seen - ONTIS 'via London' which 
would conform to the notice. It bea.rs a 
curious St. John's receiving mark of July 
24 (with the "4" upside down) which pos­
sibly could be a mistake for July 21. The 
stamp is G.B. Scott 60 and the mark along 
the tom edge is the 1 d stg. from the 6d 
postage rate, due Newfoundland, which had 
been prepaid. C. F. Bennett & Co. was a 
well known merchant. 

to points outside Canada, 
the U.S. and Britain 

Our organization* is currently attempting 
to discover how many Pence Issue covers of 
Canada are in existence. 

At the present time we have some 750 
recorded, and several interesting facts have 
emerged as a result of this study. Some of 
our findings will be revealed in due course. 
and it would be most helpful if collectors 
of Pence covers would send us the details. 

Perhaps the first conclusion one can reach 
from this census is the amazing shortage of 
covers existing to countries outside Canada, 
U.S.A. and the United Kingdom. When one 
considers the close connection France had­
and still has-with Canada, it is remark­
able that apparently only two covers exist. 
Below are enumerated the covers already 
recorded by us. This is not the last word. 
but we hope will prove an incentive to 
others to search to see if they can find more. 
We look forward to hearing from you. 

NORWAY 
I. I 857: \lld imperf strip of three on cir­

cular to Laurvig, Norway, dated on re­
verse July 28 and 30, I 858 (I d under­
paid) (fig. 1). 

2. 1858/9: \lld perf. pair and two singles 
on cover to Christiane, Norway dated 
Quebec, May 30, 1859. (I stamp 
missing). 

46 / BNA TOPICS / MARCH, 1974 

BY w. E. LEA 

GERMANY 
1. 1852/7: 3d thin wove imperf pair on 

cover to Hamburg dated Montreal Sep­
tember 25, 1854. Stamps pay double­
rate internal postage - envelope bears 
25 in manuscript covering overseas 
postage. Ex De Volpi. 

2. 1859: \lld perf pair + 17c on cover to 
Breslau, Germany. (Breslau now in 
Poland) paying the 19c rate to Ger­
many. Unique mixed franking illus­
trated in Boggs, page 203. (fig. 2) 

3. I 857: Y.! d strip of four and single on 
circular to Bremen dated Quebec, July 
13, 1858. (fig. 3) 

4. I 857: 'hd strip of three on circular to 
Bremen (same address as above) d~ted 
September 6, 1858 ( I c underpaid). , 

FRANCE 
I. 1852/57: 6d imperf on medium paper, 

two copies together with 1858/9 'h d per­
forated to Chalon sur Rhone, France 
(note pence rate equivalent to 21 cents) 
dated Montreal, February 7, 1859. 

2. 1858/9: lhd perfed with pair of 6d 
perfed used to Chalon sur Rhone, 
France. Dated Montreal, March 19, 
1859 (similar rated cover to No. 1 ). 

We would appreciate hearing of other 
covers for this survey. 
•w. E . Lea, Philatelists Ud., I The Adelphi, John 
Adam St., Suand, London WC2N 6AP, England. 



figure 2 

figure I 

figure 3 
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Varieties of 
the 1967 
Centennial 
Issue 
By Kenneth W. Pugh 

In the last article of this series I com­
mented upon a slight extension of the hori­
zontal shading lines found in the Sc slate 
issued in 1971. The shading lines protruded 
slightly beyond the right vertical frame in 
two general areas; adjacent to the Queen's 
hair, and just above her shoulder. As well, 
the lower horizontal frame line protruded 
to the right. 

The extensions were of the same width 
and sharpness as the normal shading lines, 
and at first glance appeared to be examples 
of sloppy reworking or retouching but as I 
believed they were not constant I ruled 
this possibility out. 

Since that time, however, more informa­
tion on this variety bas been uncovered. 

First of all, the variety discussed in my 
previous article has been found to be a 
great deal more prominent on some panes. 
The first variety consisting of slight pro­
trusions of the horizontal shading and frame 
lines past the right vertical frame line I 
call Stage 1. 

Copies found in Brandon, Manitoba, and 
Vancouver, B.C., early in January 1974, 
show the length of the extension increasing 
considerably. In some cases the protrusions 
extend right to the vertical perforations! The 
lower frame line extension is longer as well. 
These examples I call Stage 2. 

Stage 2 copies also generally show a 
number of deep horizontal 'cracks' in the 
Queen's forehead just above her right eye. 
At the base of these cracks the Queen's 
hair is very dark (see diagram). 

Noticeable in all the margins are very 
tiny lines resembling hairlines. 

In my last article I stated that to my 
knowledge the extensions were not constant 
due to the fact that it did not appear con­
secutively down the post office pad. It is 
with this point that a further check re-
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suited in three significant discoveries. These 
are: 

1) A small grey dot just above the 
-DA- of CANADA which I call 'The 
Queen's Vaccination Mark' (position R3/ 5}. 

2) A large grey-black dot between the 
figure "8" and the library termed the 'Black 
Moon over Library Variety' (position RS/6). 

3) Upon close examination of each pane 
of 50 down the pad I noticed the following 
pattern occurring: 

- Queen's Vaccination Mark on faint 
Stage 1 

-Stage 1 
- Black Moon over Library - Stage 2 
- Queen's Vaccination Mark on faint 

Stage 1 
-Stage 1 
- Black Moon over Library-Stage 2 
-Queen's Vaccination Mark on faint 

Stage I 
(and so on down the pad) 

Thus it is apparent that all these varieties 
are constant including the horizontal shad­
ing-line extensions. 

Further correspondence with other vari­
ety specialists concurred that the panes may 
be shuffled around before packing, but it is 
a coincidence that they ended up coming 
together with such a regular pattern! I have 
not been able to solve that problem yet -
any suggestions? 

Now the main problem - what is caus­
ing the extensions? It seems that there are 
three main possibilities; reworking, over­
inking, and plate cracks or hairlines. 



a) Reworking - This would account for the 
width and depth of the extensions being 
the same as the regular shading lines. 
But it does not seem feasible that an 
engraver would permit his tool to slip 

so far that the lines extend right to the 
perforations! Also it does not account for 
the forehead c racks, the small hair­
lines nor the dark area near her fore­
head. 

b) Over-inking- This would account for 
the dark area near her forehead, but 
that is all. The extension lines are far 
too regular and the shading lines else­
where are clear. If over-inking was 

present it would seem possible that other 
areas of the design would become 'blot­
ted' as well. 

c) Plate Cracking - This would account for 
the forehead cracks, the tiny hairlines, 
and possibly the horizonta l extensions. 
I am not entirely convinced, but so far 
it seems the most feasible. 

Hans Reiche has reported to me that the 
Stage 1 and 2 stamps do not appear to be 
as wide as the earlier 1971 issues. This 
would support the reworking theory. Are 
there any other suggestions? If so please 
write to me at 134-20th St., Brandon, 
Manitoba, R7B JIA. 

~Notes on Recent Issues 
• The 6c Lester Pearson stamp in the current definitive series (Scott 630) now comes pre­
cancelled; the "warning texts" are written along the selvedge on both sides (one side in 
English, the other in French). 
• Halifax dealer Jacques Laroche claims the Pacific Coast Indians release of earlier this 
year comes on both dull and fl uorescent paper, the last being fou nd "on only a few sheets," 
without inscriptions. 
• He also says the $1 Vancouver (plate l) exists on ribbed paper- on sheets both inscribed 
and non-inscribed. 
• David Gronbeck-Jones, the astute Linn's columnist in Ottawa, offers some convincing 
arguments that the Postage Due stamps are now being printed for collectors only, and 
have no other purpose. Several weeks ago the whole range of values were reprinted on 
PV A-gummed paper. 

These days postage due stamps are replaced by a rubber stamp with the figure written 
in, or/and a postage meter tape with the amount owing imprinted on it. Payment can be 
made in stamps or in cash to the postman. If no one is home, he leaves the letter, along 
with a postca rd. The recipient is expected, on his honor, to apply stamps to the card to 
the amount of the shortage, and mail the card to the local postmaster. 

Should one happen to go to the post office to settle the account in person, postage 
due stamps might be used by the clerk- but more likely, regular stamps will be applied. 

There were some other, fairly rare, cases, where postage due stamps were once used 
also- but such uses have long been replaced by the use of regular stamps. Gronbeck­
Jones has been told by postal clerks that "We don't use them any more" when be tried 
to buy them to pay short postage. 

For the few offices that occasionally use postage due stamps for over-the-counter 
settlement of postage due, Gronbeck-Jones maintains that the quantity of postage due 
stamps needed is so trifling that it wouldn't be worth having such stamps printed at all. 

That leaves the one obvious explanation: they're being printed for collectors as a 
revenue-making vehicle. The stamps don't exist except in sheets showing the printer's 
imprint. unlike the majority of stamps. "Is it because the majority are destined for col­
lectors?" he asks. 

He a lso notes that these impressions, once appearing once per sheet, now appear in 
all four corners; that large quantities of Postage Due stamps were withdrawn stock prior 
to the issuing of the new PV A type Postage Dues; and that a new 16c value has just 
appeared. 

"The new release of Postage Dues is a major rip-off aimed at collectors," Gronbeck­
Jones says, summing it up. 
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[~:~] Rounding Up Squa~ed Circles 
IL:.!..~ 

Dr. W. G. Moffatt, Hickory Hollow, RR-3, Ballston l ake, N.Y. 12019 

Colum11 No. 127-Time-mark 'Nt' does 
exist for KINGSTON, Hammer II. The 
illustration for this column was provided 
by Nels Pelletier, and shows KINGSTON 
11, Nt/JU 13/?; SMITHS FALLS, 1/DE 
18/95; and BRANDON, 1/JA 23/96. Each 
of these is apparently unique; no other ex­
amples have yet been reported. The fourth 
item shown, SYDNEY, OC 14/99, is a 
counter example to the Handbook note that 
'00' was used for 'OC' throughout the life 
of this hammer. 

• • • 
Bill Robinson reports a new early date 

for SANDON, B.C. : SP 8/97. Dave Brown 
has sent me a photocopy of a new find: two 
postcards carrying the ALDERG ROVE, 
B.C. squared circle with dates some four 
years later than the previously recorded late 
date. Each card carries a lc Edward can­
celled with circular-bar killer, and a free 
strike of the squared circle. Dates are MY 
15/07 and JY I 0/07. 

A sixth known copy of MISSION CITY 
has been reported to me by Anonymous; 
this example is the first cover to be re­
ported with the MISSION CITY squared 
circle, and is also a new late date: OC 31/ 
93. The same collector reports a new early 
date for NORTHPORT: AU 19/ 93 and 
new late dates for SPRINGHILL (MR 21 / 
03) and GODERICH (MR 28/06). He 
reports, in addition: RAT PORTAGE, NO 
3/64; KENTVILLE, JU 1/10; and YAR­
MOUTH, AU/ AU 31/97. The RAT 
PORTAGE is a late date for the '64-for-94' 
error, previously known during the period 
AP 17 to JU 20, and may be an isolated 
recurrence of the error. 

The KENTVILLE strike is a new early 
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example of the '10-for-01 ' error, previously 
recorded during the period JU 24 to the 
latest known date for this town, AU 25/ I 0. 
All these strikes are on Numeral issues, and 
a number of covers in this period, carrying 
other markings, establish that the correct 
year was '01 . The YARMOUTH error is 
represented by two strikes on a cover, and 
is undoubtedly an error for AM/ AU 31/97. 

• • • 
Dave Mayerovitch reports a new early 

dlte for RAT PORTAGE: MY 8/ 93. Jef­
frey Swilt reports new late dates for 
ROTHESAY (OC 1/09), and EASTMAN 
(FE 15/03). Both are receivers' marks on 
cover. Colin Banfield has sent me photo­
stats of two covers carrying 2c Admirals 
cancelled with the LONDON Type II 
squared circle, and of much earlier dates 
than previously reported on Admirals; the 
dates are 24/JAN 6/ 13 and 11/JAN 7/ 13. 
I think I have not yet listed several pieces 
of information reported a wbile back by 
Joe Szeker: VERNON, B.C., latest: J A I I 
98; NIAGARA FALLS SOUTH, latest: 
SP 10/01 (previously reported in error as 
SP 1); and RODNEY, 2/ SP 13/98. Prior 
to the report of this example of RODNEY 
'2', only a single other had been recorded : 
2/?P 14/98. 

• • • 
Lew Ludlow's report on LONDON Type 

II squared circle on Admiral issues is quite 
interesting; be believes that the use of the 
hammer during this period is unusual in that 
it appears to have been used during five 
distinct brief periods between FE 10/ 17 and 
OC 15/20 (his earliest and latest dates). 
Because most all the other strikes known 
to me fit within these brief periods, I pre-



sent his tabulation exactly as reported: 
FE 10-FE 22/17; JY 13-JY 20/17; OC 

15-0C 31/ 17; AP 12-AP 22/18; and JU 
23-0C 15/20. 

The only modification I can make, on 
the basis of reports by other collectors, is 
NO 1/17 (making its period OC '15-NO 
1/ 17) and NO 1/20 (changing the period 
to JU 23-NO 1/20). Earlier and later 
periods are known on Admirals, but the 
number of reported examples is too few 
to hazard a guess whether these periods 
were also brief. Other periods are repre­
sented by JAN 6 and JAN 7/13 covers 
mentioned earlier in this column; two 19 14 
covers, dates not known to me; one 1915 
date (JY ?-a day not readable) ; and a 
FE 19/24 strike. 

Lew presented a listing of time mark oc­
currence, which I have slightly modified to 
account for other information known to me, 
but there is no substantial change in the 
relative frequency; among a group of 83 
strikes for which the time mark is readable, 
the distribution is : 

New study group formed 
T relle Morrow has launched a Semi-Offi­

cial Airmail Study Group within BNAPS. 
(While the group has official blessing, it 
will never attain the status of being known 
as the Official Airmail Study Group - but 
that's another matter.) The group came into 
being at the last BNAPS convention in Cal­
gary, now has nearly 30 members, and is­
sues an excellent mimeographed bulletin to 
its members. 

"Our program for this year," says Mor­
row, "will be to send out four to six bulle­
tins which will contain stories and stamp 
information of interest to collectors. We 
hope to get feedback from the study-group 
members and may get a swap-sheet going 
with each bulletin. We are fortunate in 
having a lot of info prepared in past years 
by Ernest Smith, Haughton Sanguinetti and 
others, which we plan to mimeograph and 
send out." 

For starters, the group has asked for a 
column in Topics- a logical request which 
was granted by the editor and which will 
commence very soon. (In fact, when this 

11-4 strikes (4.8% ) 18- 21 strikes (25.3% ) 
12- 4 strikes 4.8% ) 19-10 strikes (12.0% ) 
13-2 strikes (2.4%) 20-6 strikes (7.2%) 
14-3 strikes (3.6%) 21- none 
1s-10 strikes ( 12.0%) 22- none 
16-3 strikes (3.6%) 23-none 
17-4 strikes (4.8%) 24-16 strikes (19.3% ) 

As Lew points out, nearly half of the 
strikes are 18 (6 PM) and 24 (midnight). 

• 
The use of the HAMILTON squared 

circle during the Admiral period seems to 
have been continuous from at least M R 
11/ 13 to NO 18/15, with none of the gaps 
characteristic of the LONDON hammer. 
The time mark freq uency during the Ad­
miral period, based on 51 strikes with read­
able time-marks is 
9-2 strikes (3.9%) 17-4 strikes (7 .8%) 

IQ-1 strike (2.0%) 18-14 strikes (27.5%) 
11- 2 strikes (3.9% ) 19-3 strikes (5.9% ) 
12- t strike (2.0% ) 2o-2 strikes (3 .9%) 
13-1 strike (2.0%) 21-none 
14-3 strikes (S.9% ) 22-4 strikes (7.8% ) 
1 S- 4 strikes (7 .8%) 23-9 strikes (17 .6%) 
16-none 24-1 strike (2.0% ) 

Here, the hours of heaviest use appear to 
have been 18 (6 PM) and 23 ( 11 PM). 

editor took over, he prepared a batch of 
15 column heads on various subjects in the 
expectation that such columns would ma­
terialize if they weren't already in force, 
and Semi-Official Airmails was among 
them.) 

For details, write to chairman Morrow 
at 1370 7th Avenue, Prince George, B.C. 
Or if you want to jump right in, write the 
group's membership-treasurer Ray Simrak, 
at Schoolane, R.R. 1, Windsor, Ontario. 
Annual fees are a mere $2. The Topics 
column will be written by Haughton San­
guinetti of Dunedin, Florida- a profes­
sional newspaperman and writer of lon:; 
standing. 

The group's first bulletin is four pages, 
and packed with ideas, proposals, and con­
ta ins a thorough analysis of the Moose Jaw 
issue of 1928. While Morrow hasn't said 
so, it appears the group has, among its 
projects, the making up of a catalogue-type 
listing of all stamps in the Semi-Official 
family. 
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~ .. r -j "· • I ;·. ~ ' ; ~"'', ,! The RPO Cowcatcher 
~· ,. . . ~:· ,<Q 

Lewis M . Ludlow, P.O. Box No. 135, Sa n Francisco, CA 94080 

Following a brief pause for the forced 
digestion of our relocation from Japan to 
California, an assimilation of the year-end 
holidays and an overburden of business, we 
now return to the philatelic front. Before 
continuing with our dissection and analysis 
of M-12, we offer the following comments: 

The RPO Study Group formed in Cal­
gary last fall is alive and kicking; we are 
pow up to approximately 25 members and 
our second Newsletter will be put out this 
month. Those interested in joining who have 
not done so should send $3 for annual dues 
to our secretary, James Lehr, 2918 Chesire 
Road, Devon, Wilmington, Delaware 19810, 
and he will be glad to sign you up. At 
the request of the Group, we made avail­
able our small stock of B. & K. Cancella­
tion Gauges at a price of $2 each and 
promptly sold the lot within a week. We 
have since been resupplied by air from 
England with a larger stock and offer these 
to our readers who cannot obtain same 
locally at this price, which is highly inflated 
to cover airmail charges. 

We have had a couple of minor prob­
lems on receipt of mail, so we have taken 
a local post office box; please address all 
correspondence to the new address at the 
bead of the column. 

In recent issues we offered a series of new 
listings, additions and corrections from 
Shaw; unfortunately, there were a number 
of typesetting errors involved in publica­
tion. We'll revise this as soon as possible. 

We now resume our analysis of M-12. 
During our column moratorium of the last 
two months we acquired new information 
which has brought to light new findings. In 
the September issue of T opics we reported 
20 hammers of M-12; now we can advise 
that there are, in fact, 23 hammers of 
M-12. Fortunately, ,the three new hammers 
are all in Group C, which will be reported 
herewith; accordingly, nothing reported on 
for Group A and B hammers, including the 
approximate percentages, has been altered 
or changed. 
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M-1 2 
CAMP. & LEVIS EXPRESS- R.P.O./ . 

All Group C hammers have a dot, square 
or dash after the last S of EXPRESS, and 
further have no punctuation period after 
the P of CAMP. Of the three groups of 
M-12, Group Cis the least well-known-
12.5% (Group A- 39.3%; Group B -
48.2% ), and is the most difficult to sepa­
rate into its individual hammers. We believe 
that most Group C hammers were in use 
as supplemental or substitute hammers for 
those of Group A and B; generally speak­
ing, usage is somewhat more narrowly con­
fined, roughly within the 1910-19 period, 
with only Hammer XVII going into the 
1920s. 

XIV XV 
Hammer XIV 

Proofed: June 29, 1910 
Earliest: July 15, 1910 
Latest: June 24, 1912 
Indicia: E, W to May, 1912 

199, 20Q-August;September, 1911 ; June 191'2. 
Usage: Continuous, but limited to two year period. 
R.F.: 5 (2.7% ) ' 
Comments: "1" for " II " on July 31 on 2c Edward. 

As early as November, 1910 there is extensive rim 
damage over EXPRESS which continues to deterior­
ate; this may account for the relatively short life of 
this hammer. Except for the dash after the lastS of 
EXPRESS, measurement characteristics are more 
slmllar to those of Group B than to the balance of 
Group C hammers; this, with the rim damage, as­
sists in quick identification of this hammer when 
the dash is visible. 
Rammer XV 

Proofed: June 29, 1910 
Earliest : August 2, 1910 
Latest: November 10, 1913 
Indicia: E, W to October, 1910; June, 191 I 

199, 200--July/October, 1911; September/ No­
vember, 1912; September/ November, 1913 
33, 34-May, 1911; November, 1911/ May, 1912; 
April, 1913 



U:;aae: Apparently continuous through 1912, then 
sporadic for ba lance of period. 

R.F.: 5 (2.9%) 
Comments: There is considerable similarity be­

tween Hammers XV. XVI, XXII and XXIII , and 
care must be taken in distinguishing between these 
four ham mers (see Separation of Group C Hammers 
that follows). A gap occurs between October, 1910 
and May, 1911 ; two strikes of 33/ May 26, 1911 may 
be abnormal early usage for this Indicia . E and 
w ; June 30, 1911 and 199 and 200/ August 7, 1911 
are known matched runs on the same day. 

XVI 
Hammer XVI 

Proofed: Unknown 
Earliest: December 17, 1910 
Latest: September II, 1912 
Ind icia: E, W to July, 1911 

XVD 

33, 34-Aprll/ September, 1912 
Usage: Sporadic-December, 1910; February and 

July, 1911; April, JulY, August and September, 1912. 
Total- 11 strikes. 

R .F.: S (0.9%) 
Comments: The round dot after the last S of EX­

PRESS Is a vestige-faint to missing-on most 
strikes; however, all characteristics are more similar 
to Hammer XV than to any Group B hammer and 
experience will quickly bring recoanition. A lar ge 
rim break-over 2 mm-at 7:00 Is confirmatory of 
Hammer XVI . 
Hammer XVO 

Proofed: Unknown 
Earliest: October 7. 1912 
Latest: March 13, 1926 
Indicia: 199, 200 to June, 1914; Ju ly, 1917/Janu­

ary, 1918; June/ September, 1919 
33, 34-April, 1914/ November, 191S 
W- March, 191S (one only-abnormal) 
3, 4-Ianuary, 1916/ Ju)y, 1917; October, 1917; 
February, 1918/ May, 1919; December, 1919 
I , 2-November, 1922/ March, 1926 
31- April 13, 1917 and November 21,? on 3c 
brown Admiral ; 
(Two copies only-abnormal for "3"?) 

Usaae: Sporadic until 191S, after which continu­
ous until 1919; 1920s usage Is sporty. 

R .F.: S (4.S%> 
Comments: This Is the most well-known of the 

Group C hammers. Sometime after 1919, but be­
fore 1922, a major rim dent occurs at S:OO over the 
0 of RPO. 

xvm XIX 

Hammer X VID 
Proofed: Unknown 
Earllest : September 29, 1913 
Latest: August 18, 1914 
Indicia: 199. 200 only 
Usage: Conlinuous, but limHed-seven strikes 
R.F.: S / 0 .4%) 
Comments: Although strikes of this hammer are 

comparalively scarce, they are quite readily Identi­
fiable under measurement because of the more c!osely 
spaced letters of the hammer. 

Hammer XIX 
Proofed: Unknown 
Earliest: September 9. 1912 
Latw: October IS, 1914 
Indicia: Blank- 1912 (Two only) 
199. 2()()-1913/ 14 

34-February, 1914 (One only) 
Usaae: Sporadic; only eight strikes known through­

out the two-year period. 
R.F.: S (0.4%) 
Comments: These two blank Indicia were the 

only ones encountered on the Group C ham mers; 
however. we feel that these are indicative, but not 
definitive, of Hammer X IX. 

Hammer XX 
Proofed: August 2, 1912 
Earliest: October 12. 1913 
Latest: June 28, 1914 
l ndlcia: 199- earliest above 

34-latest above 
Usage: Rare; only two strikes known. 
R.F.: S (0.1%) 
Comments: Six impressions struck In the Proof 

Book on the above date arc all from the same ham­
mer. We feel that more strikes will be found, par­
ticularly earlier examples. 

Hammer XXI 
Proofed: Unknown 
Earliest: May 17, 1913 
Latest : March I , 1914 
Indicia: 199--May/ June, 1913 

W-June, 1913 
33- March, 1914 

Usage: Rare; four strikes only within a ten month 
period. 

R.F .: S (0.3%) 
Comments: This hammer and Hammer XXIII are of 
equal rarity, both with less than a half dozen known 
strikes. 

Hammer XXII 
Proofed: Unknown 
Earliest: March I , 1913 
Latest: June 2S{ 1914 
Indicia: 199 on. y 
Usage: Rare; only three strikes known- two above 

plus April 29, 1914 
R. F.: S (0.2%) 
Comments: All three known strikes show total 

indicia completely inverted: In use for over a year, 
we expect additional examples to be reported. 

(continued on page 62) 
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Canada Post Relents: a reduction in the nun 

On January 18, Postmaster General Andre 
Ouellet announced a revised 1974 stamp pro­
gram for Canada Post. The revised program in­
troduces a new 7c definitive stamp, a new 8c 
commemorative stamp, and important changes 
in the 1974 Olympic stamps series. 

The new program reduces the number of com­
memorative stamps to 33 from 45 originally 
planned. The total cost to the collector of pur­
chasing one of each commemorative stamp in 
1974 will be reduced to $2.99 from the $5.42 it 
would have cost before the program was re­
vised, Canada Post said. 

"We have revised our program in response t.o 
the many expressions of concern which we re­
ceived from philatelists in Canada and abroad 
that Canada planned to issue too many stamps 
in 1974," said Ouellet. 

The Canada Post Office will introduce a 7c 
stamp to the low-value definitive series. It will 
feature the late Louis St-Laurent, Prime Minis­
ter of Canada from 1948 to 1957. St-Laurent 
was still alive when the choice of former Prime 
Ministers for this series issued last October was 

made. For this reason, he was not included in 
this series. The new 7c stamp will be issued 
April 8. 

This new stamp will meet a need. Two 7c 
stamps can be used for mail (1 to 2 ounces) at 
the first class rate of 14 cents and one 7 cent 
stamp combined with an 8 cent stamp is the 
postage rate for overseas first class mail ( I 
ounce or less) at 15 cents. 

An 8c commemorative stamp to honour Wil­
liam Hamilton Merrit on the 150th anniversary 
of his founding of the Weiland Canal will be 
issued on November 29, 1974. 

Instead of issuing the 24 Olympic semi-postal 
(surcharged) stamps announced earlier, the Can- • 
ada Post will be issuing only three semi-ppstals 
on April 17, 1974, together with two issues of 
four commemorative 8c stamps in March and 
September 1974. 

The new Olympic commemorative stamps will 
introduce a world first in stamp design. A new 
patented engraving technique has been employed 
which provides a "latent" or "hidden image" of 
the 1976 Olympic Games symbol in the stamp . 

. . . and here's a full statement of the revised print 

On January 18, Postmaster General Andre 
Ouellet announced that, effective February 1, 
1974, the following policies with respect to 
philatelic and retail product sales and services 
will be implemented: 

• Stamps will be sold at all philatelic coun­
ters as sheets, plate block sets and combinations 
or sets of singles in a prepackaged format for cus­
tomer convenience and to protect the product 
quality, without additional charge, for a period 
of 12 month only following their date of issue. 

• All stamps, commencing January 1974, will 
bear the year of issue and a copyright mark. 

• Customers will have until February 28, 1974 
to purchase stamps issued prior to February 2, 
1973. 

• Semi-annual packs of single stamps and 
topicals or thematics, where appropriate, will be 
sold for a period of 12 months following the 
date of availability. 
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• "Annual Souvenir Collections" of definitive, 
commemorative, special issue sets and thematic 
or topical sets will be available for 24 months 
following date of issue. These are specially 
packaged with attractive presentation folders and 
bear a small surcharge over the face value of 
the stamps. 

• Official FDCs will be sold at philatelic 
counters and by mail order in the following 
format: single stamp on FDC, combination of 
current issue, plate block (choice of four cor- f 
ners), plain block or pair of two stamps of same 
design and denomination. Official FDCs will l 
be sold for six months following day of issue. • 
Semi-annual convenience package of official 
FDCs will be available in the single combination 
format for a period of 12 months following the 
date of availability. The selling price of official 
FDCs will remain at 20c, plus the postage value 
purchased. 

• A plate block, regardless of the stamp de­
nomination, may be purchased as four stamps. 



mber of stamps being issued this year 

The image only becomes visible when the stamp 
is held obliquely towards a light source. 

The Olympic commemorative stamp issued on 
March 22, 1974 will feature four designs on one 
~heet showing Canadians .Participating in typic­
ally Canadian sports or activities- hiking, bi­
cycling, swimming, and jogging. The issue on 
September 23 will similarly featu re four winter 
activities- skiing, snowshoeing, curling, and 
skating. 

\. The semi-postals which will be issued April 
117 will employ the very popular design used on 

the first Olympic commemoratives issued Sep-
J tember 20, 1973, but will offer philatel ists the 

unique opportunity of seeing these designs in 
three different interpretations, and in a different 
size. 

The bronze colored 8c stamp will have a 
two-cent surcharge, the silver colored lOc 
stamp will have a five-cent surcharge, as will the 
gold-colored 15c stamp. 

The Sc stamp commemorating the interna­
tional championsbjp of cycling will be issued 
August 7, seven days before the event which 

1ting and sales policy: 

Effective March 2, J 974, this policy wnl also 
apply to all past issues still on sale. It is no 
longer necessary to purchase more than four 
stamps to obtain a corner block for stamp de­
nominations below I Oc. 

• Cash orders by mail must be paid in Cana­
dian dollars and the total value of the order 
must be one dollar or more. There is, how­
ever, no minimum order limit for Collector's 
Subscription Service ( formerly known as a De-

f 
posit Account) customers and payment to sub­
scription accounts will be accepted in both Cana-

l 
dian and U.S. currency. Minimum deposit for 
Collector's Subscription Service is $20 Canadian. 

• First Day Cancellation will, from time to 
time, be elsewhere than Ottawa where the stamp 
issue has some outstanding association with a 
specific location (e.g. tbe centennial of a major 
city). The FDC site will be revealed with the 
announcement of the stamp issue. 

• First Day cancellation and delivery will be 
available at the official "First Day Cancellation" 

will be held in Montreal. Its issue was originally 
planned for April 10. 

The Postmaster General also said that Can­
ada Post will continue in 1975 its series on the 
Ol ympic Games and that a commemorative 
stamp for Marguerite Bourgeoys, fou nder of the 
Order of Notre-Dame, wi ll be issued on the 
275tb anniversary of her death. 

Here is the revised list of the 1974 issues: 
Janua ry 16-Paclflc Indians A (two 8 cent stamps) 
February 22-Pacifoc Indians B (two 8 cent stamps) 
March 22-01ymplc commemorallve, Summer scenes 

(four 8 eeoc stamps) 
April 3-Louis St-Laurent (one 7 cent stamp) 
April 17-0iymplc semi-postals (one 8 cent plus 2 stamp. 

one 10 cent plus 5 stamp and one 15 cent plus S stamp) 
Mny 3-Winnipeg Centennial (one 8 cent stamp) 
June 7-Centenary of Letter Carrier Service (flve 8 cent 

stamps) 
July 12-Agricuhure in Canada (one 8 cent stamp) 
July 26-lnvenHon of the telephone (one 8 cent stamp) 
AuiUSt 7-Wor1d cycling championships (one 8 cent scamp) 
Auausc 23-MuhicuUural Series (cwo 8 cent scamps) 
September 23-0iympic commemorative, Wincer scenes 

(four 8 C·ent stamps) 
October 9--Universal Postal Union Centennial (8 cent 

and 15 cent stamps) 
November 1-Chrlstmas stamps (6 cent, 8 cent, 10 cent and 

15 cent stamps) 
November 29--Wllliam Hamilton Merriu (8 cenc stamp) 

site for customers' own FDCs for a service 
charge of 15c if the Canada Post Office affixes 
the postage and if the postage purchased is less 
than 50c. The service cha rge will be JOe where 
the customer has purchased and affixed the 
postage in advance. The minimum order limita­
tion of $1 will not apply to this service. 

• Mail order forms are available at all philate­
lic counters and at most regular Post Offices. 
Mail orders and payment for all philatelic pro­
ducts and services may be made through any 
local post office or by writing directly to Phi­
latelic Service Pbilatelique, Poste Canada Post, 
Ottawa, Canada, KIA OB5. 

Those who wish to obtain a copy of the full 
statement of Public Policy oo Philatelic and Re­
tail Product Sales and Services please write to: 
Philatelic Service Philatelique, Postes Canada 
Post. Ottawa, Canada, KIA OB5. 

(for an organization chart of POD 
personnel, see "Newsfront", page S6) 
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TOPICS: THE NEWSFRONT 
The Philatelic Section of Canada Post has 

undergone some major changes recently. It 
has sent us one of those organization charts 
so dear to the corporate world, but they are 
difficult to set up in type and instead we 
offer it, in a prose version, for those who 
may be interested: 

The director of the section is H. A. Night­
ingale, who oversees five departments: 
- Postage Stamp Design: Frank G. Flatters 

(in charge of stamp design, production, 
subject and history research, and such 
problems as types of material to be used 
in tagging of stamps. The advisory com­
mittee of stamp design works closely 
with him.) 

-Philatelic and Retail Product Design: R. 
W. Eyre (covering such projects as pack­
aging stamps for retail sales, publications 
such as the Canada: Stamps and Stories 
and the collectors' starter kit for young­
sters, the annual souvenir cards, etc.) 

- Philatelic and Retail Sales and Promo­
tion: J . N. Levesque (domestic sales, ex­
port sales, mail order service, school pro­
grams, and advertising and promotion.) 

- 1976 Olympic Stamp Program: J. D. 
Garmaise. 

- Support Services: M. C. Walker. 
The postal museum, which opens later 

next month, appears to be a separate en­
tity; its manager is James E. Kraemer. 

* * * 
In April and May, John Farthing, a di­

rector of Stanley Gibbons Ltd., of London, 
England, will tour Halifax, Saint John, St. 
John's, Montreal, Ottawa, Toronto, Winni­
peg, Edmonton, Calgary, Vancouver and 
Victoria. 

SOME RECENT 
PUBLICATIONS 

Canada & Newfoundland Postal Stationery 
Catalogue: 1974 edition, by J. F. Webb, 
published and printed by the author. 72 
pages, soft cover, available from most deal­
ers or BNAPS book department at $4. 

The first edition of this book two years 
ago sold out swiftly, and was enthusiastically 
accepted. This edition contains a few 
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changes in the listings and numbering sys­
tems, and has Money Order Cards and 
proofs and essays added - as well as many 
new varieties. 

Webb, a Toronto-area dealer, has always 
maintained a good stock of postal station­
ery and kept up to date on these items in 
a way matched by only a few others. As a 
result his listings and numbering system are 
generally becoming regarded as the standard 
for postal stationery, and any serious col­
lector of these items can't really do without 
this catalogue. In fact, it's the only current 
postal stationery catalogue available any­
way - and it's a happy thing that Webb, 
without competition, makes such an excel­
lent job of it. 

- E.H.H. 

Post Office Department 

NEW ISSUES 

Canada Post issued two 8c stamps focus­
ing on the ceremonial dress and the sym­
bolism of Canada's Pacific Coast Indians. 

The stamps were issued February 22, 
are part of the continuing four-year series 
begun in 1972 portraying the cultures of 
Canada's early Indian tribes. The first 
stamp, depicting a chief wearing a Cbilkat 
blanket at a potlatch feast, was designed by 
Lewis Parker of Toronto. The second, de­
picting a thunderbird from a painting of a 



Kwakiutl house-front a.nd a Salish decora­
tive pattern signifying clouds over moun­
tains, was designed by George Beaupre of 
Montreal. Typography of both stamps was 
by Georges Beaupre. 

The Pacific Coast Indians, provided with 
an abundance of commodities by a rich en­
vironment, were unique among Canadian 
Indians in the complexity of their culture. 

Born as either a noble or commoner, each 
individual inherited a Lmique position in a 
graded scale from the highest noble to the 
lowest commoner. Certain privileges were 
inherited with the rank and a person's 
name and crest indicated his position in the 
social hierarchy. 

Supernatural beings associated with the 
forest, water and sky greatly influenced the 
destiny of the people. The spirits of ani­
mals and fish, especially the salmon, were 
important deities. 

Incorporated in the design of these stamps 
is the symbolic "c" indicating Canada Post 
registration of copyright, followed by a 
miniscule date, indicating the year of issue. 

This "hidden date" inscription was rein­
stated in the first stamp issue of 1974. 

The stamps measure 24 x 40 mrn in a 
vertical format. A total of 26 million are 
being issued in two-color gravure and two­
color steel by British American Bank Note 
Co., Ottawa. Marginal inscriptions, includ­
ing the designers' names, appear on the 
four corners of each pane of 50 stamps 
avai lable from the Philatelic Service. All 
bear general tagging. 

Living on a narrow strip of land with an 
immense ocean to the west and towering 
mountains to the east, the Indians of the 
Pacific Coast developed a unique civiliza­
tion. 

The Pacific Coast Indians Jived in villages 
whose inhabitants were usually closely re­
lated. Occasionally, several clans lived m 
one settlement. Each owned, in addition to 
material possessions, a section of land. 
fishing stations and certain privileges - th~ 
ri::ht to use certain names, to displav cer­
tain heraldic crests and to perform songs, 
dances and other rituals. 

TOPICS= THE BUSINESS SIDE 
BNAPS: ELECTED OFFICERS 

PRESIDENT Alfred P. Cook, Coy Glen Road, Ithaca, N.Y. 14850 
PAST PRESIDENT Sam C. Nickle, 1208 Belavista Cres., Calgary 9, Alta. 
VICE-PRESIDENT James A. Pike, S80S Balsam St., Apt. 801, Vancouver, B.C. 

SECRETARY Jack Levine, 2121-G North Hills Drive, Raleigh, N.C. 27610 
TREASURER Leo J. LaFrance, Box 229, Ossining, New York 10562 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS Nine sitting; three elected each year for a three-year trm: 
1972-1974: G. B. Llewellyn (chairman), C. R. McNeil, D. G. Rosenblat 
1973-1975: Ed Richardson, Wilmer C. Roekett, S. S. Kenyon 

1974-1976: James C. Lehr, E. H . Hausmann, Robert H. Pratt 

From the Secretary 
New Members 

JACK LEVINE 
Raleigh, North Carolina 

3085 Beatty, G. Walter, R.R. 2, Norland Holstein, Granton, Ontario .. OM I VO 
3086 Forrest, Chester S., 60 East 42nd Street, New York, New York 10017 
3087 Glass, Donald J., 11 Mayfair Road S.W., Calgary, Alberta T2V IY5 
3088 Hill, Geoff, 458 Smith Lane, Oakville, Ontario L6L 4X2 
3089 L'Ecuyer, Mme. Lucie C., 165 Grande-AIIee Est, No. 616, Quebec 4, Quebec 
3090 Macintyre, Milferd M., P.O. Box 231, Drumheller, Alberta TOJ OYO 
3091 Mallek, Ed., 402-4999 Kahala Avenue, Honolulu, Hawaii 96816 
3092 Martin, L. W., Jr. , P.O. Box 1061, Bellaire, Texas 77401 
3093 Meyer, David S., 310 Madison Avenue, N ew York, New Yo~k 10017 
3094 Osattin, Dr. Morris R ., 727 Harbor Island , Clearwater, Flonda 
3095 Lonergan, Brian, 4902 Robert Street, No. 23, Montreal 457, Quebec 
3096 Salak!, C. J .. 13 Radcliffe Drive, Milford, Massachusetts 01757 
3097 Turkowski, Robert, J 535 Park Avenue, North Chicago, Illinois 60064 
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Applications Pending - "A" Group 
(Applications shall be pending In two success ive Issues of the magazine) 

Allen, William C., Box 51, East Lansing, Michigan 48823 
Arfken, George Jr., 5301 Coulter Lane, Oxford, Ohio 45056 
Aubin, Charles W., 4931 Vanguard Road N.W., Calgary, Alberta T3A OR5 
Bissett, Dr. R., 43 Pine Glen Rd., Riverview, N.B. 
Cusden, Harold S ..• 41 Blake Street, Barrie, Ontacio 
Furneaux, R . V. 163 Wellesley Crescent London, Ontario N5V 1J6 
Gidley, Robert W., 717 Wellesley Drive kE., Albuquerque, New Mexico 87106 
Guidry, G. J ., 41 Dover Crescent, Fredericton, New Brunswick 
Hopkinson, Allen B., 1767 Rocky Mountain Avenue, Milpitas, California 95035 
Lockwood, William G., 130 Yorkview Drive, Toronto, Ontario M8Z 2G4 
MAher, James John, 53 Burris Street, Hamilton, Ontario LSM 211 
Mayo, George, R.R. No. I, Box 96, Portugal Cove, Newfoundland 
Merlka.l!Jo, Reino A., 171 Adams Lane, New Canaan, Connecticut 06840 
MychajlowskiJ._ Waltf!.'; 7278 Leonard-de-Vinci, Montreal 453. Quebec 
Rusted, Nigel J:'. S ., M.D., 28 Monkstown Road, St. John's, Newfoundland 
Schaus, Paul W .1 206 Buckingham Street, london, Ontario NSZ 3V6 
Stanwick, Dr. R1chard S., 304-720 McDermot Avenue, Winnipeg, Manitoba 
Steele, S. Cedric, 2071 West 41st Avenue, Vancouver 13, British Columbia 
Symington, Robert, 14 Farrington Drive, Willowdale, Ontario M2L 2B6 
Walker, Lawrence A., 8844 Notre-Dame East, Montreal, Quebec HlL 3M4 
Wallace, WUIJam H., 1201 East Orange Grove Road, Tucson, Arizona 85718 

Applications Pending - "8" Group 
Baigent, Rory, 8- 3563 Oak Street, Vancouver 9, BriUsh Columbia 
Barolet, Roge!i 1820 Montpellier, St. Bruno, Quebec J3V 4P5 
Clark, David 1. M. Box 271, Owen Sound, Ontario 
Dales, J . B., 84 Wiltowridge Road, Weston, Ontario M9R 3Z4 
DesBrisay, Ian G., 524 Ballantree Place, Wes t Vancouver, British Columbia 
Dionne, Dr. Martin J., Epping Street, Raymond, New Hampshire 03077 
Douglas, Peter, 9 Limardo Drive, Dartmouth, Nova Scotia 
Freeman, John C ., 31 Trafalgar Street, Goderich, Ontario 
Girt, Neil A., 99 Belmont Avenue, Hamilton, Ontario L8L 7M2 
Lefebvre, Roger, M.D., 600-12th Avenue, R.R. 2, St.-Louis de Terrebonne, Quebec JON INO 
Porter, J . W., 6 Eagle Ridge Drive, Calgary, Alberta T2V 2V4 
Raymond, Brian W. , 4420 Dalhousie Drive N.W. , Calgary, Alberta 
Schapelhouman, L., 651 Distel Drive, Los Altos, Califomia 94022 
Stonehouse, L. E., 25 Clarence Street, Amherst, Nova Scotia 

Replaced on Rolls 
2816 Hart, Peter F., M.D., 125 Cottingham St., Toronto, Ontario 

Applicarions for Membership 
(ObJections must be filed with the Secretary within 30 days after month of publication) 

(C.COllector D-Dealer DC-Dealer-Collector) (c·correspond x-exchange) 
BATAILLE, G. V., 71 Charleston Square, Euclid , Ohio 44143 (C-cx) CAN- 19th and 20th century mint 

postage and blocks. 1st Day covers. Plate Blocks. Coils. OHMS-G. Mint booklet panes. Precancels. 
Federal and Provincial Revenues. Mint and semi-officia l Airmails. Postal Stationery. Squared Circle 
cancellations. Proposed by G. F. Hansen (2203). 

BENSON, Gordon W., 1231 Richmond St., London, Ont. N6A 3L9 (C-c) CAN, NFD, PROV- Mint and 
used postage. Proposed by J. Levine (LI). 

BODWELL, G. L., 422 Hobson Crescent, Kelowna, B.C. VlW IYS (C-cx) CAN- 19th and 20th century 
mint and used postage and mint blocks. Coils. OHMS-G. Mint, used and complete booklets. Mint 
and used Airmails. Constant plate varieties. Proposed by D . Verity (2312). Seconded by D. Crane 
(1139). 

BOETTCHER, Ernest R., 1494 Dent Ave., Burnaby, B.C. V5C 5B8 (C) CAN, NFD, B.C., N .S., N.B., 
P.E.l.- l9th and 20th century mint and used postage. 1st Day and 1st Flight covers. Coils . OHMS.G. 
Mint booklet panes and complete. Mint, used and semi-official Airmails. Literature. "Locals" . Terri­
torial, Flag and 2-ring cancellations. SPECIALTY- 2-ring cancels on 3c Large Queens. 1967 Cen­
tennial Issue. Proposed by G . F. Hansen (2203). 

DAVIS, Robert R. , 109 Sandra Ave., Dollard Des Ormeaux, Que. (DC-cx) CAN. NFD, B.C., N .S., 
N .B., P.E.I.-19th century mint postage. Stampless and 1st Flight covers. Plate Blocks. Coils. 
OHMS-G. Complete Booklets. Semi-officia l Airmails on cover. Proofs and Essays. Squared Circle 
cancellations. 20th century imperf pairs. Proposed by 0 . F . Hanson (2203). 

DUTHOIT, R. 0 ., 131 Birchdale Ave., Winnipeg, Man. R2H 1S3 (C-x) CAN, NFD, MAN- 19th century. 
Pre-stamp and stampless covers. Precancels. Seals. Federal, Provincial and Tax-Paid Revenues. 
Postal Stationery. R.P.O., Territorial, Flag, Slogan, 2 and 4-ring, Squared Circle and Duplex can­
cellations. SPECIALTY- Revenues and 19th cen·tury cancellations. Proposed by G . F . Hanson (2203). 

HORNSBY, John C .. 56 Highland Park Blvd., Thornhill, Ont. L3T 1B3 (C) CAN- Mint and used 
postage. Plate Blocks. Mint booklet panes and complete. Literature. Proposed by R. LoPatriello 
(3022) . 

JANUZ, Lauren R., 1370 Lon_gwood Road, Lake Forest, Ill. 60045 (C) Proposed by J . Levine (L1). 
LANE, David M., 5204 Varsity Drive N.W., Calgary, Alta. T3A 1A6 (C-c) CAN- 1st Flight covers. 

Semi-official Airmails and on cover. RPO. Flag and Squared Circle cancellations. SPECIALTY­
Map covers. Squared Circle cancellations. Proposed by G. F. Hansen (2203). 

LAYCOCK, Peter, 140 Braniff Place, Calgary, Alta. (C-x) CAN, NFD, P.E.I .• N.S., N.B.- 19th and 20th 
century mint and used postage and used blocks. Coils. OHMS-G. Mint and used Airmails . RPO, 
Territorial and Squared Circle cancellations. Proposed by J. Levine (L1). 

MICHAUD, Jean-Claude, 6306 Cork St., No. 304, Halifax, N.S. B3L lZI (C-cx) CAN-5PECJALTY­
Admirals--mint, used. Blocks, Plates, Lathework, varieties, covers, etc . Proposed by 0. Penchard 
(2672). Seconded by R. B. Mitchell (2414). 

MTESSLER, Rev. Herbert S., P.O. Box 397, Vegreville, Alta. (C-cx) CAN- 19th and 20th century mint 
and used postage and blocks. Plate Blocks. Coils. OHMS-G. Mint booklet panes and complete. 
Precancels. Mint and used Airmails. Literature. Proposed by J. Levine (L1). 

58 I BNA TOPICS I MARCH, 1974 



MILLER, Fred, 413 Esperanza, McAllen, Texas 78.501 (C) CAN- Mint and used postage. OHMS-G. 
Federal , Provincial and Tax-Paid Revenues. Mint, used and semi-i>fficlal Airmails. P roposed by 
L . W. Brandom (1357). Seconded by E. Richardson (168). 

PARTHUM, A. H . Jr. , 7308 N. Manning Drive, Peoria, 111. 61614 (C) CAN, NPD-19th and 20th century 
mint and used postage. Coils. OHMS-G. Mint booklet panes. Federal Revenues. Mint Airmail,. 
Postal Stationery. Major varieties. Proposed by D. Verity (2312). 

PETERSON, Donald L., 1114 Longfellow Ave .. Campbell. Cal. 95008 (C) CAN-Mint posta11e 20th 
centu ry, Mint booklet panes. SPECIALTY- Queen Elizabeth II. Proposed by C. L. Cole (1687). 

POTTER, John H., 402 Country Club Crescent, Misslssauga, Ont. L.SJ 2P8 (C-c) CAN-19th and 20th 
century mint and used postage. Coils. OHMS-0. Precancels. Mint and used Airmails. Proposed 
by J . Levine (LI). 

POTVIN, Andre, R .R. t , Card inal , Ont. KOE t EO (C-x) CAN, NFD- 20:h century mint and used postave 
and mint blocks. Pre-sramp, stampless and 1st Day covers. Plate Blocks. Coils. OHMS-0 . Complete 
Booklets. Precancels. Mint. used and semi-i>fficlal Airmails. Postal Stationery. Flag, 2 and 4-rln~t. 
Squared Circle and Duplex cancellations. SPECIALTY- 1967 Centennial Issue. Proposed by 0 . F . 
H ansen (2203). 

2869 
2764 
2940 
497 

2267 
894 

2813 
188.5 
2929 
2333 
27.52 
3006 
2078 
2976 
2796 

1.57 
2862 
2880 
2908 
2460 
2019 

846 

68.5 
2930 
1402 
2469 
26S4 
2.500 
2762 
2840 
286.5 

2887 
2.444 
21S8 
2894 
2216 
2614 
1932 

Changes of Add ress 
(Notke or cbanse Must Be Sent to the Secretary. Any other office causes d elay) 

Andet'llon, Leon S .. 29 Jordan Lane, Stamford. Conn. 06903 
Barron, Oordon, P.O. Box 1103. Niagara-on-The-Lake. Ontario 
Belanger, Ferdnand, 2.591 Cadillac St., Montreal, Quebec 
Bramhill, WilHam 0., 11 7 Wilson Street, Woodstock. Ontario N4S 3P2 
Brooks, Col. William K .. 1414 South Palm Ave. , lndlatlantic, Fla . 32903 
Bushell, Eric S., R.R. No. I, Ste. Agathe Des Monts, Quebec 
Franklin , Dr. A., 12.52 Avenue Road, Toronto, Ontario M.SN 207 
Oage, Alexander Drysdale, 23 N. Altadena Drive, Pasadena, Cal. 91107 
Oallanter, Justin, Johnson. Vermont 05656 
Hellner, Haakon, 307S Berger, Vestfold, Norway 
Jonasson, Sig. H., Box 24, Star City, Sask. 
Lee, lan A., 20 Connaught Street, Oshawa. Ontario LIG 209 
Lynch, 0. E ., 3130 W. Silverleaf Ave .. Sprinafleld. Mo. 64&07 
Makinen, Donald E .. Rt. S- Box 38.5. Alvin, Texas 77Sil 
Mathis, Roy Harvey, 106 Nelson St., Kingston , Ontario K7L 3Xl 
Pearen, A. W., 8S7 Falcon Blvd., Burlington, Ontnrio L7T 3B.S 
Powell, Reg. A., Box 121, Milliken Ontario LOH 1KO 
Sibbet, D. E., 689 Jess ie Avenue, Winnipeg, Manllobu R3M OZ4 
Simons, Rev. Oordon C.:..P.O. Box 232, Sawyerville, Quebec 
Wood, Robert Y., P .O. tsox 1639. Natchez, Miss. 39120 
Thwaites. RobertS., 38808 N .E. Washougal River Road, Washoujral. Wash. 98671 
Young, James M., c/ o Hamilton Oroup Ltd. , .SO.SO S. Service Rd. , Burlington, Ont. L7L 4Y7 

Mail ReturMCI 
(Address ot record publlsllled. Intoraadon to new add~s will be appreciated) 

Apfelbaum, Earl P. L., 1.503.0.5 Walnut St., Philadelphia. Pa. 19102 
Hlllgs, Roger J. E .• tO Mandel Crescent, Willowdale, Ontario 
Hollands, Hedley J., 878 Connaught Ave .• Ottawa, Ontario K2B .S M6 
Horovenko, Albert, 100.5 Strathmore St., Windsor, Ontario N9C 3N2 
Lavergne, Real, 16S noe St-Jean, Quebec, Quebec 
Miller, A. K., I I 744-83rd Avenue. Edmonton. Alberta T6G OV3 
Schwerdtfeger, Dr. C. F .. 640.5 McKenzie Place, Vancouver 13, B.C. 
Scrlmgeour, K. 0 .. 233 Woodland Drive, Vancouver, B.C. 
Scewart, C. D., .S02&-6th Avenue, Delta, Vancouver, B.C. 

ResignationJ Received 
Olbson, Robert F .. I I II Eastmoor Blvd ., Columbus. Obio 43209 
Heins, Henry H ., 22 Marwill St., Albany, N.Y. 12209 
Masko. Paul M .. 667 Nepperban Ave., Yonkers, N.Y. 10703 
Rink, J. K ., Box 384, Kelowna, B.C. 
Ross, Edward J.l P.O. Box 598, Ardsley, N.Y. 10.502 
Townsend, Corn ng Jr., 3 Claredon Place, Buffalo, N.Y. 14209 
Young, Dr. William S., 30 Hi llside Dril·e, Oeneva, N.Y. 14456 

Williams, John J. 
Resigna tions Accepted 

Deceased 
892 Bonar, John J. , 30 OreenbJll Gardens. Edinburah. Scotland EHIO 4BP 

24.56 Siefen, John F., 14344 Archdale, Detroit, Mich. 48227 

MEMBERSHIP SUMMARY 
TOTAL MEMBE RSHIP, January 1, 1974 ..... ............... ......... ........... .... ....... ........... 137S 

NEW MEMBERS, February I, 1974 ...... ......... ............... ............ .......... .......... 13 

REPLACED ON ROLLS, February I, 1974 ......................... ............ ............ . 1389 
RESIONATION, February I, 1974 .................. ............................................... . 
DECEASED, February 1, 1974 ................................. ..................................... . 2 3 

TOTAL MEMBERSHIP, February 1, 1974 ...................... ......................... ..... ........ 1386 
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Further Sketches of BNAPSers ... Number 177 
in a series 

DR. FRED STULBERG 
One of Toronto's busiest collectors 
and editor of Topics' sister magazine 

Dr. Fred 
Stu/berg 

Don't you think it's time to do one of 
my fellow dentists- Dr. Fred Stulberg of 
Toronto? 

Except for his military service in World 
War II, it's been Toronto from birth, edu­
cation, and to the present in an active 
dental practice. 

His interest in philately came Jess than a 
decade ago when a chance remark from 
one of his patients aroused his curiosity. 
Almost from the beginning, he collected 
Canadian Postal History, then the Toronto 
markings, plus the !he Small Queens. 

Fred's big interest is writing. He has 
written many articles for publications here 
and abroad (won the Topics award as best 
in 1971). He does "What's New in Old Can-

ada" in the Royal 's Th e Canadian Philate­
list but his latest achievement is having 
been appointed editor of that excellent pub­
lication. 

He also likes to talk on philately and its 
history- in 1970, he received the Herbert 
Dube Award for the best presentation to 
the Canadian Philatelic Specialists Society. 

Fred was the organizer and chairman of 
the Toronto Centennial show in 1967, and 
co-chairman of the RPSC show in Toronto 
in 1969. Simultaneously, he was President 
of the North Toronto Stamp Club, the To­
ronto Stamp Collectors Club, and the Phila­
telic Specialists Society of Canada. Right 
now be is a director of the RPSC and on 
the executive of CAPEX '78. 

And there are other hobbies, too, such as 
woodworking, gardening, and photography. 

Fred's wife Lillian is an accomplished 
weaver- and attends stamp shows with 
her husband (Halifax and up on the Cabot 
Trail, too - remember Fred?). They have 
four children. 

-Dr. R. V. C. Carr 

... and some doodles by The Editor 
Canada Post's change of heart in deciding to reduce the number of stamps being 

issued this year is welcome news, all right. What impressed me wasn't so much that it 
did relent, but that it didn't resort to a mountain of public-relations baloney to account 
for the change - like saying that the reduction was due to the paper shortage, or to 
direct manpower towards an improvement in other areas of postal administration and opera­
tion, or something equally specious. Instead the postmaster admitted flatly that there 
were an overwhelming number of objections from collectors and dealers, and that it was 
bowing to their wishes. Good show! 

Curiously, many of those publications that objected suggested, after the good news 
reached them, that the post office made the change as a result of their particular objection 
(actually, we have it on top authority that the editorials in Topics were what really turned 
the trick). 

• 
It's good to have our RPO Cowcatcher column back on a regular basis again; Lew 

had to move both his family and his end of the business back home again across the 
Pacific Ocean after several years in Japan, at that all just before Christmas. He's pretty 
pleased at having the 23 hammers on the M-12 RPO all categorized and if you'd like to 
know the parameters he used in making "chordal measurements used for identification of 
the total 23 Group A, B and C hammers," drop him a note. 
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BNAPEX '74 
SEPTEMBER 12-15 (EARLY ARRIVALS SE:PT. 11 ) 

WI L L I AM S 8 U R G, VIRG I NIA 

CHAIRMAN 

CO-CHAIRMAN 

JACK LEVINE, 2121 -G North Hills Drive, Roleig,h, N.C. 27609 

ROBERT WARLICK, P.O . Box 12136, Raleigh, N.C. 27605 

Early reservations to Jack. Questions - either one. 

EXHIBITIONS .... CLARENCE STILLION$, NSOS- 300 "M" St., Washington, D.C. 20024 

When you read this, Clarence will ·have finalized all arrangements 

so you can write and ask him for any information to decide 

your entry. Early entries will ease Cla rence's anxieties and help 

to plan a balanced exhibition. 

SEMINARS EDWARD RICHARDSON, P.O. Box 939, league City, Texas 77573 

'Nuff saidi!Top feature at all conventions is the seminars. Ed has 

arranged these for all our conventions since the first one and 

anybody who has attended one knows what an opportunity to 

learn more about his collecting interests. You can be sure that the 

seminars at Williamsburg will equal those provided at previous 

conventions. 

BOURSE . . . .... ALFRED H. KESSLER, 1528 Simpson Ave., Ocean City, N.J. 08226 

Floor plan allows for 15 tables. Experience has taught us that 

there are usually more applications than tables available - so, 

get yours in early. No fee - just registration. 

PUBLICITY .. , , . , RUSSELL McNEIL, 3-C, 187 Park StreetS., Hamilton, Ont. LSP 3E9 

ALFRED KESSLER, 1528 Simpson Ave., Ocean City, N.J. 08226 

ENTERTAINMENT .. WILLIAMSBURG LODGE. You name it, they provide it. There 

won't be any planned programs of entertainment for the ladies 

or men. You're on your own and what better way to enjoy your­

selves what with all there is to see and do in Williamsburg. 

Places to see: Restored Williamsburg itself, Yorktown, Jamestown 

and many 18th century plantations; Sports - golfers have the 

opportunity to play on an outstanding course designed by Trent 

and a challenge to any golfer. Other sports- they're all there 

for you. Eating - he re too you must try all the famous places 

there - you never ate so good! 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 
RATES: 10 cents per word per insertion, payable with copy in advance. Copy for 

classified advertisements should be sent to Edward J. Whiting, 25 Kings Circle, Malvern, 
Pennsylvania 19355. 

WANTED 

TWO-RING- numeral cancellations on all values 
of large Queens wanted. Write Chuck Koepke, 
105 Argyle St., Regina Saskatchewan S4R 4C4. 

FOR S ALE 

1967-1973 CENTENNIAL DEFINITIVES- fully il­
lustrated album pages, for any three-ring 
binder. Spare pages included $2.95 postpaid. 
Dealer requests welcome. Don Sibbet, 689 
Jessie Ave., Winnipeg.., Manitoba R3M OZ4. 

CANADIAN VARIETIES AND ERRORS- available 
from my extensive collection . list on request. 
Robert E. lee, P.O. Box 91175, West Van­
couver, BC .. V7V 3N6 

RPOs - continued 

Hammer XXIIl 
Proofed: Unknown 
Earliest: April 20, 1914 
Latest: July 21 , 19!6 
Indicia: lSI-Earliest above-one only 

33, 34-1915 
199-1916-one only above 

Usage: Sporadic and scarce; five known strikes. 
R.F.: 5 (0.3%) 
Comments: Indicia of train number 151 reported 

above is the only known example on a Group C 
hammer; substitute clerk? This hammer is very 
similar to Hammers XV, XVI and XXII and care 
must be taken in identification. 

Identification of Group C Hammers 

Far more than the Group A and B ham­
mers, those of Group C show closer similari­
ties in their letters; diligence must be exer­
cised in the identification of the Group C 
hammers to get an accurate result. This is 
particularly true if the strikes are not full 
or are over-inked. The following separation 
and identification procedure has been con­
firmed on 200 strikes of Group C hammers: 
Step 1. Measure exactly the chordal length from the 

bot.tom of the first E of EXPRESS to the bottom 
of the left leg of the R of RPO. If this measures 
lO'h mm, the stri.ke is Hammer XVIII; if 12 mm, 
then the strike is Hammer XIV. All other ham­
mers measure 11-11 'h mm; proceed to Step 2. 

Step 2. After eliminating Hammers XIV and 
XVIII, measure exactly the chordal length from 
the bottom of the I of LE VIS to the bottom of 
the left leg of the R in E XPRESS. If this mea­
sures 8'h mm, the strike is Hammer XVI; all 
others measure 7'!4-8 mm. 

(continued on page 67) 

BNA WANT LISTS WILL BRING RESULTS 

Postage, Officials, Revenues, Plate Blocks, etc. 

L. B. D A V E N P 0 R T 
7 JACKES AVENUE, APARTMENT 308 TORONTO 7, ONTARIO, CANADA 

AVAILABLE NOWI 

THE NEW LOOK ... 1974 LYMAN CATALOGUE 
FEATURING: 

1) A NEW RECORD 5,210 PRICE INCREASES (AND SOME REDUCTIONS TOOl) 
2) AFTER 21 YEARS OF LETTERPRESS PRINTING WE SWITCH TO OFFSET, 
3) A NEW QUALITY LOOK YOU EXPECT FROM NORTH AMERICA'S FAVOURITE B.N.A. 

PUBLICATION. 
4) NEW PAGES OF INFORMATION FOR B.N.A. COLLECTORS. 

PRICE ONLY $$1.25 EACH. FIRST CLASS MAIL $ 1.50 EACH 
Sold Coast to Coast in Canada. Available from your dealer or from us. 

ROBERT W. LYMAN (CANADA) COMPANY 
BOX 23-BN, STATION 'D', TORONTO, ONTARIO, CANADA M6P 3J5 
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MEET THE PROFESSIONALS 
COME TO HARMERS 

• • • 

In an average season, the H. R. Harmer Organization holds 
approximately 20 auctions, bringing together both dealers 
and collectors from all parts of the world. 

Whether you're interested in buying or sell ing, the Harmer 
Auction and Private Treaty Departments will give you the 
benefit of professional exposure to the philatelic world . 

WRITE FOR OUR BOOKlET "MODERN METHODS OF 

PHilATELIC SElLING". IT IS GRATIS AND POST-FREE. 

H. R. HARMER INC. 
The International Stomp Auctioneers 

6 West 48th Street, ·New York, N.Y. 10036 
(212) 757-4460 (3 lines) Cables: Harmersale, N .Y. 
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The LABRADOR MAILS 

PART II 
By R. A . J. MILLER 

Reprinted from Linn's Stamp News, March 31, 1969 

Two urty band stamps foUowfng lndepend~ats' 
stattU; the PAID ALL, tUM at Satat Joba'• ln 
<ntober 1897, was used during a shortage of 
lld.haha. 

But seemingly obstacles would never 
have stopped America's Civil War president. 
In a still little-known, June 20, 1848 
speech, Abraham Lincoln has been quoted 
saying: 

WELL, MY STOCKS ON A FEW 
VALUES OF THE NUMERAl 

CANCELS OF THE lARGE QUEENS 
HAVE BEEN SOMEWHAT 

DEPLETED, BUT STILL I CONTINUE 
TO TURN UP MORE I 

In addition, recent finds include a 6c l .Q . 
with a Montreal 21 pre-cancel forerunner 
cancel, some nice Newfoundland imprint 
blocks, and many many more items of 
interest, both from the BNA orea, and the 
entire British Commonwealth. Feel free to 
let me know of your wants. You'll be 
pleasantly surprised with the results. 
Of course, I am always in the market to 
purchase better material also. 

PETER SINGER 
P.O. Box 6256 

Vancouve r I, B .. C., Canalle 

Member ASOA, PTS 
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. .. "Always the end and never stand to 
doubt; nothing so hard but search will find 
it out." 

At best the cold country represents a 
matter of unrecorded, unfinished, postal 
service history. Its beginnings were, and still 
are cloudy, but the future is bright. From 
the undocumented early period onward, eco­
nomic and communication progress, al­
though slow, has spiraled. 

One conclusion is certain. The coast is 
now adequately served by 36 regular post 
offices and 6 summer offices. Mail for 
Goose Bay, Happy Valley, Churchill Falls, 
Twin Falls, Labrador City, and Wabush is 
despatched by air from St. John's, New­
foundland daily, except Sunday, throughout 
the year. 

In winter the remainder of these post 
offices receive mail by air stage from Goose 
Bay with the exception of the summer 
offices. 

ln summer the offices north of Battle 
Harbour are served approximately every 
ten days by the St. John's & Nain TPO route 
on board the Canadian National R.R. ship, 
"S.S. Cabot Strait", and the offices south of 
Battle Harbour are served by the St. An­
thony & Corner Brook TPO on the "S.S. 
Springdale", or six alternate sister ships 
carrying cargo, mail and passengers. 

In addition, six offices receive mail via 
the Deer Lake-St. Anthony Highway serv­
ice. It has not been determined if this is 
a Canada HPO. 

The Quebec, North Shore & Labrador 
Railroads' chief interest lies in being a min­
ing carrier line, hauling ore from Wabush, 
Labrador and Shefferville, Quebec, south to 
the Gulf of St. Lawrence. 

It is a fact that there are 16 non-post 
office "whistle-stop" towns on the line, but 
there are no official railway mail services 
on the trains. 

In Labrador, time has mellowed the mem­
ories and hardships involved in "waiting 
for the mail". Old settlers still reminisce, 
as elsewhere, about the "good old days" -
but how many would want to turn the clock 
back? 



NEW 1974 EDITION Sth CANADA OHMS CATALOG 
Of our S6-pagc fully lllustrated BNA price list, 
now includes listings of Revenues and Station­
cry. The only complete BNA price list. ;~~~e~o~.~~~~~ .... :~.i.~~-~.' ..... ~.~-~~~-~.~~~ ... ~.~-~- ~)~()g 

Price $1.00 (refundable) 

NEW 1974 EDITION 

ALSO OFFERED: 2nd printing OHMS Album 
65 pages, 8~ x It, for any 3-rlna binder, making 
for OHMS Guide, as well as for mounting .. $'-!)() 

Of Webb's "Canada and Newfoundland Postal 
Stationery Catalogue". Now includes sections 
on Money Order Cards and Proofs and Essays. 
Hundreds of new listings and price chanaes. 

TO NEW COLLECTORS of the OHMS l offer 
a copy of 4th Edition Catalog for 25 cents post­
asc with approval selection. 

P rice $4.00 postpaid 

.1 I M F. WE 8 8 

OHMS Specialist 21 Years 
ROY WRIGLEY 

ll Mackay Dr. • Thornhill, Ont., Can·. L4J IR8 :U88 BeUene A•e. Welt V-u••• B.C. 

1974 
" ... without a doubt the most comprehensive listing 
of BNA material a vailable today." 

- Fred Stulberg reviewing the Canada 
Specalizcd in The Canadian Philatelist 

CANADA SPECIALIZED 
postage stamp catalogue 

96 pages - pocket sized- $1.50 from your dealer or BNAPS' Book Department 

B. N.A. COVERS 

We always have over 5,000 B.N.A. covers in stock 

Selections g lad ly sent BNAPS members 

on approval 

SNAPS 

NEW ENGLAND STAMP COMPANY 

Established 1893 

45 BROMFIELD STREET 

BOSTON, MASS. 02108 

Phone 617-426-2712 

ASDA 

ct 
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BOOKS FROM BNAPS 
Send 1 Oc in coin for full list of books available 

CANADA VARIETIES OF THE 
QUEEN ELIZABETH ERA 

by Kenneth W. Pugh 
Part 1 - Basic Types ... . . . 
Part 2- Major Varieties 

ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF BRITISH 
EMPIRE POSTAGE STAMPS 
Volume V- British America 

$ 2.25 
$ 3.50 

1974 CANADA SPECIALIZED 
POSTAGE STAMP CATALOGUE 

98 pages, fully illustrated . .. . .. .. $ 1.50 

1974 CANADA & NEWFOUNDLAND 
POSTAL STATIONERY CATALOGUE 

by J. F. We bb, 72 pp. .. .... ... .. $ 4.00 

by Robson Lowe (available soon) ... $40.00 NEWFOUNDLAND SPECIALIZED: 

CANADIAN STAMP VARIETIES, 1973 
by Hans Reiche .. ... ... .. .. .... ... ... .. ... .... . $ 3 . .50 

BNA FAKES AND FORGERIES 
A BNAPS handbook by 
E. A. Smythies, FCPS .... .. . 

CANADA POST OFFICES 175.5-1895 
by Frank W. Campbell, FRPSC . 

$ 4.00 

$15.00 

THE TRAIL OF THE CARIBOU 
A BNAPS handbook 
by Daniel Meyerson, FCPS 
56 pp., hard cover $ 5.00 

1973 CANADA PRECANCEL CATALOGUE 
(9th edition) 
(Noble). Edited by H. Walburn ... . .. $ 2.25 

THE CENTENNIAL DEFINITIVE$ 
OF CANADA 

A POSTAGE STAMP HISTORY 
OF CANADA {1972) 

by Victor P. Seary . .... .. .. ... . $ 6.95 by David Gronbeck-Jones .. .. ..... ..... $ 2.50 

THE CANADIAN MAP STAMP OF 1898 
by F. Tomlinson (1972 reprint) $ 2.00 

CANADIAN STAMPS WITH PERFORATED 
INITIALS (3rd edition) (BNAPS) 
with 1973 Supplement ..... ... ... ... ..... . $ 1.75 

A BNAPS handbook 

FIRST DECIMAL ISSUE OF CANADA 
1859-1868, by G . Whitworth, FCPS $ 6.00 

1967-1973 CANADA 
Centennial Definitives Issue's Reference 
Manual, by Jacques J. Laroche .. .... $ 4.95 

CANADIAN FANCY CANCELLATIONS ESSAYS AND PROOFS OF B.N.A. 
by the Essay Proof Society $18.00 OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY 

by K. M. Day and E. A. Smythies 
THE FIFTEEN CENT OF 1168 Second Edition (1973) ... . ... . $ 5.00 

by L. Gerald Firth 
Including catalogue and prices realized 
for the Firth Sale of large Queens .. $18.00 

SLOGAN POSTAL CANCELS 

CANADA'S POSTAGE STAMPS 
by Douglas and Mary Patrick $10.00 

OF CANADA CANADIAN POSTAL GUIDE: 1863 (Reprint) 
by David H. Proulx . ... . .. . . $ 4.00 Compiled by John Dewe ... .. ...... $ 1.50 

BNAPS BOOK DEPARTMENT 
D. M. VERITY 

BOX 849 • 
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RPOs - continued 

Step 3. With Hammers XIV, XVI and XVII I elimi­
nated, measure exactly the chordal length from 
the bottom or the P of EXPRESS to the bottom 
of the P of RPO. rr this measures 10 mm. or a 
hair over. the strike is H ammer XXl; all others 
are 1 0~-11 mm. 

Step 4. With four hammers identified, measure the 
chordal distance from the bottom of the right 
leg of A of CAMP to the period after the 0 of 
RPO (start with the A, not the period). If this 
length is 8~·8'!4 mm, the strike is Hammer XIX; 
all others are 9~·1 0 mm. 

Step S. The remaining five hammers to be identified 
are XV, XVI I, XX, XXII and XXIll. Measure 
the chordal length from the bottom of the right 
leg of the A of CAMP to the bottom left corner 
of the L of LEVI S. If the distance Is 7~ mm, 
the strike Is Hammer XV; aU others measure 
6'!4-7mm. 

Step 6. With four hammers remaining, XVII. XX, 
XXII and XXIIl. measure the chordal length 
from the bottom of the lefl leg of A to the bot­
tom of the .P, both of CAMP. lf this distance 
is 3~ mm, the strike is Hammer XX; a ll o thers 
measure 4-414 mm. 

Step 7. We arc now down to only Hammers XVll, 
XXII and XXIII. Measure the chordal length 
from the bottom of the P of CAMP to the bottom 
of the left lea of the X of EXPRESS. If this 
distance is 13 mm, then the strike is Hammer 
XXII ; both remaining hammers, XVII and 
XXI II, are 12~ mm . 

Step 8. FinallY, measure the chordal length from 
the bottom of the P of CAMP to the bottom of 
the P of EXPRESS. Hammer XVII will measure 
13~ mm. while Hammer XXIII will be 13 mm. 

The following are specific hammer char­
acteristics that are also helpful in identifi­
cation: 
I. Three of the ten hammers, XIV, XV and 

XVI, have a break in the left leg of A 
of CAMP , just below the cross-bar con­
nection. The other seven hammers do 
not have this break. With this A break, 
a weak or broken third lef in the M of 
CAMP, at the bottom, identifies Hammer 
XlV. With the A break, a second break 
in the same leg of the A of CAMP, above 
the cross-bar connection, identifies Ham­
mer XVI. I f neither of these additional 
breaks are present, the strike is probably 
Hammer XV. 

2. Extensive rim damage over EXPRESS 
strongly indicates Hammer XIV, after 
November, 19 10. Rim breaks over E 
and fore and aft over L of LEVIS iden­
tify Hammer XV; these three are present 
after May, 1911. Also, from June, 1911, 
rim breaks fore and aft over R of RPO 
together with one over first S of EX­
PRESS identifies Hammer XV. From 
19 1 I , a large 2 mm break at 7: 00 identi· 
ties Hammer XVI . From July 19 16, a 

(continued on page 68) 

PUBLIC AUCTIONS 
• HELD FOUR OR FIVE TIMES A YEAR • 

FEATURING 
CHOICE BRITISH NORTH AMERICA 

Collector and Dealer Material 
And Postal History 

BRTISH COMMONWEALTH AND FOREIGN 

SAM PLE CATA LOGUES ARE FREE 

A SUBSCRIPTION TO CATALOG UES AND PRICES 
REALIZED FOR TWO YEARS IS $5.00 

WE ARE ALWAYS ACCEPTING MATERIAL FOR FUTURE 
AUCTIONS. PLEASE CONTACT US IF YOU HAVE 

MATERIAL TO SELL. 

L.C.D. STAMP COMPANY 
Wellington Square Mall, Lower Mall, London, Ontario, Canada 
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AN INVITATION 
TO MEMBERS OF 

THE BRITISH 

PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

N ORTH AMERICA 

• 
If you are not already a 
member of The Royal Philate­
lic Society of Canada and 
would be interested in join­
ing the 11Royal,11 please write 
to The Secretary, The Royal 
Philatelic Society of Canada, 
Box 3144, Station "C11

, Ot­
tawa, Canada, for member­
ship application forms or in-
formation. 

• 
Members receive The Cana­
dian Philatelist, published bi­
monthly, and are entitled to 
use the sales circuit. 

ADMISSION FEE • $1.00 

ANNUAL DUES • $6.00 

"GROW WITH THE ROYAL" 
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RPOs - continued 

double rim break over P of CAMP identi­
fies Hammer XVII. By 1922, this double 
break has a tendency to ink over; how­
ever, from 1919 a rim break over the E 
of LEVIS and from 1922 a major rim 
dent over the 0 of RPO identify Hammer 
XVII. A wavy damaged rim over & and 
LE of LEVIS are indicative of Hammer 
XXII and a small rim break over IS of 
LEVIS suggests Hammer XXUI. 

3. On Hammers XV and XVI, the long diag­
onal of the ampersand appears broken 
and off-set; on all other hammers, this 
long diagonal appears more or less as a 
straight line. 

4. For LEVIS, a broken vertical in the E, 
below the middle bar, is indicative· of 
Hammer XIV. If the top bar of the E 
is weak or broken at the juncture, Ham­
mer XVII is indicated. If the I is weak 
or broken in the middle, the strike is 
probably Hammer XIV. A break in the 
upper left curve of S suggests Hammer 
XV, while a break in the lower right 
curve of S indicates H ammer XXII. 

5. In EXPRESS, a broken lower left leg of 
X at the joint indicates Hammer XV, 
while a short right lower leg of the X 
would suggest Hammer XIX. 

6. In RPO, a constant break in the vertical 
of the R, just below the connection with 
the loop, is indicative of Hammer XIV, 
whi le if this left leg of the R is short 
we would expect the strike to be Ham· 
mer XIX. 

7. For the punctua.tion after the last S of 
EXPRESS, a round dot signifies H ammer 
XV or Hammer XVI; a small square in­
dicates Hammer XVIII, XIX or XXl ; 
the remaining hammers, XJV, XVII, XX 
XXII and XXIII feature a small hori­
zontal dash. 

8. Inverted indicia is suggestive of Hammer 
XXII. 

9. Close examination has determined no 
other distinguishing characteristics for 

Hammers XVITI and XX- no rim breaks, 
no broken letters, no singular features; 
accordingly, the absence of such would 
suggest either of these two hammers. 

In our next column, we will finish off 
the CAMP & LEVIS runs, and then we 
will have a few additional comments on 
the total system, the total picture of this 
specific RPO. 



DISCRETION 

Sometimes a collector with a very substantial holding 

wishes to dispose of it with a minimum of publicity. 

I am ideally set up to aid in the accomplishment of 

this objective, with even the largest and most specialized 

collections. 

For most valuable properties I am a buyer for im­

mediate cash. Also I will be happy to g ive expert valua­

tions for a fee which would be refundable in the event of 

eventual purchase. 

Should the owner require a confidential transaction, 

I would be pleased to discuss this aspect with him. Philatelic 

Estates can be dealt with on the same basis. 

When requested, "absolute discretion" is assured. 

ROBERT W. LYMAN 
P.O. Box 438 - Irvington-on-Hudson 

NEW YORK 10533 



NEXT AUCTION SALE 

APRIL 30 and MAY 1 

ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUES AVAILA BLE 

BY SUBSCRIPTION O NLY 

Subscription to Catalogues and Prices Rea lized 

for a ll 197 4 Sales - $5 

J. N. SISSONS LIMITED 
SUITE 27 OFFICE MEZZANINE KING EDWARD HOTR 

37 KING ST. EAST TORONTO, CANADA MSC 1E9 

Cables: Sistamp, Toronto Phone 416-364-6003 


