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BUYERS

We are buyers of good collections. All of those good stamps
that we have been offering and selling you over the past many years
didn’t just happen — they are the result of careful buying on our
part, The rapidly increasing demand for stamps over the past two
years has created a real challenge for us to find and buy more good
material to offer our customers. It seems that the more we buy, the
more we sell! This may sound a bit like going around in a circle, but
at least it is a good circle for everyone, not one of these “vicious”
circles that we hear so much about!

All of this demand for good stamps does nothing but good for
the seller. It ensures that he will obtain the proper market price for
his collection. We are meeting the challenge by paying prices for
good collections which no one would have dreamed possible even
one year ago. If you are selling your collection you may approach us
with confidence — we would like to prove our point to you that we
are good buyers.

George S. YWean Ltd.

36 VICTORIA STREET
(half a block north of the King Edward Hotel)
TORONTO, CANADA M5C 2N8

Telephone:

‘ (416) 363-1596-7

We are Canadian Agents for
Robson Lowe Limited, London, England




Possibly you underestimated our three auctions In mid-December.
The “Louls Grunin" off-cover collection of United States classlcs brought
$631,049, the “little” lot of 20 Canada “Pence” covers went pleasingly at

$196,200 and we belleve we made 368 owners happy on December 186,
17 when more United States sold for $373,2186.

Our grand total was $5,776,742.

Let’'s try again in 1977| Competition |s good for philately, anyway.

In the meantime, have a prosperous New Year,
Bernard Harmer, Pres.

H. R. HARMER, INC.

6 West 48th Street, New York, N.Y. 10036
New York . London ¢ Sydney
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Wellington Square Mall, Lower Level, London, Ontario, Canada

PUBLIC STAMP AUCTIONS
OF BRITISH NORTH AMERICA

Including choice single items and larger lots
HELD 5 OR 6 TIMES A YEAR

We will be glad to send a sample catalogue of our next auction
upon request. Catalogues and prices realized will be shipped auto-
matically to you, when available for $5.00 per year.

SELLING?

Whether you have decided to sell your duplicate
material or your collection proper, we can offer

COMPETITIVE COMMISSION RATES
REASONABLE SIZED LOTS
FAST SALE THROUGH OUR FREQUENT AUCTIONS

L.C.D. STAMP COMPANY INC.
Wellington Square Mall, Lower Mall
London, Ontario, Canada
: N6A 3N7
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THOSE MYSTERIOUS SCRATCHES
ON THE 3¢ RED ADMIRAL

By MICHAEL DICKETTS

Introduction

Every once in a while Admiral enthusi-
asts will encounter a three-cent red Admiral
stamp which shows a series of tiny marks
or dashes in one or more corners of the
design and wonder to himself what these
might signify. The writer is no exception
to this speculation and, being particularly
interested in so-called “fly-speck” varieties,
attempted to find written explanation to ex-
plain the mystery but without success. What
follows is the first tentative step to come
to grips with the problem, and to lay the
foundation for others to build upon.

Bibliography

As I have already said, almost nothing in
the standard literature on the issue makes
reference to these marks. Brief mention by
Hans Reiche in his Canada: The Admiral
Stamps of 1911 to 1925 (p. 68) and, later,
on p. 40 of Part 1I of that work, refers to
“fine, diagonal parallel lines in the left
numeral box” and “two short parallel lines
extend(ing) from the bottom frame line
into the right margin” appear to be the
only hint that anything unusual has been
noted. Ann Dorian, in notes about an en-
graver’s slip error, published in Topics,
December, 1959, observed “clear-cut marks
suggesting the over-shooting of an engrav-
ing tool”, which suggests some reference to
my subject. A final note on the published
record of marks can be found on p. 52 of
George Marler’s recent study of the Ad-
miral issue, Booklets of the Admiral Stamps
of 1911 to 1925, wherein he states that cer-
tain subjects of the 3¢ booklet stamp show
“a dash (or two dashes) a little less than
.5 mm below the right numeral box of one
or more subjects of nearly every inverted
pane of Plates 3 and 4 . . .” This, as I say,
appears to be the sum total of written refer-
ence to minute, but clearly seen, marks on
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a popular and well examined stamp which
has been available for study for 54 years.

The survey and its results

The 3¢ red Admiral was first issued in
December, 1923, and the quantity printed
is recorded by Reiche as 1,091,797,300. I
chose as my sample 2,430 stamps taken
from bundled stock purchased in a whole-
sale lot. It should be immediately apparent
that the sample does not come anywhere
close to being measurable in scientific
terms, hence these notes do not pretend to
do more than introduce the matter to inter-
ested readers. In going through the sample
I was at once aware that it had been picked
over for the more desirable cancellations,
leaving mainly machine cancels, a few
lightly dated items plus heavily smudged
stamps. Nonetheless, I found the following
items of interest, particularly with the sub-
ject of this article in mind.

3 Lines or dashes in the numeral boxes.

8 Lines or dashes in the lettering.

7 Two horizontal parallel dashes at lower

left corner.

1 Two horizontal parallel dashes at lower

right corner.

1 Horizontal dashes at both lower corners.

5 Dashes in lower border.

1 Vertical dashes at lower left and right

corners.
22 Vertical dashes at lower left corner.
54 Vertical dashes at lower right corner.

1 Vertical dashes at upper right corner.

1 Vertical dashes at upper and lower left

corners.

8 WVertical dashes at upper and lower right

corners.

This total of 112 varieties was a surpris-
ingly high 5% of my sample and gave me
sufficient material to validate and record
my findings. Before going into greater de-
tail and description of these marks a cau-
tionary note would seem appropriate. What



General location of dashes found on 3¢ red Admiral

is about to be discussed are very clearly
marks caused by indentation in the surface
of the plates which hold sufficient ink to
print onto the paper. They are neither
splashes of colour distributed randomly
over the surface of the paper and caused
by overinking of the plates, nor are they re-
entries or hairlines, as are to be more com-
monly found in earlier denominations of
this issue printed between 1911 and 1920.
I have encountered several collectors who
have mistaken random marks for the many
constant varieties recorded by students of
the Admirals, and readers are cautioned not
to mistake one for the other.

Description of the varieties

Commencing with the largest group of
marks or dashes found, and central to this
report, are the vertical and horizontal marks
found in all four corners of the stamp. I
have attempted a composite sketch demon-
strating all possible locations, but it shouid
be clearly understood that no single stamp
displays more than 25% of the total marks
indicated. In case the Editor is unable to
reproduce this sketch I have attempted a
verbal description. While indicating the
general direction the marks follow, the
terms vertical and horizontal are only ap-
proximate descriptions and many of my

examples show the marks at slight angles
to these lines of direction. Another in-
triguing aspect to the marks is that on under-
inked or worn impressions, the dashes are
often seen as dots.

Vertical dashes — upper left corner

Beginning with the upper left hand
corner, there can be found two dashes, one
at the angle of the two frame lines, the
other 2 mm above. My sole example at this
location also shows the two dashes at the
lower left corner. A larger sample will
probably turn up more examples at the
upper left location, although marks on the
left side are scarcer than on the right. All
marks in this and the following types are
vertical in direction,

Upper right corner

At the upper right hand corner I again
found only one example, but it is detailed
enough to confirm that it falls into the gen-
eral pattern of this kind of variety. Here,
beginning opposite the sixth horizontal
shading line, in the margin between the
spandrel and frame lines, are two dashes,
followed by a dash and two dots in the
border above the stamp design. A second
type exists, of which I found eight ex-
amples, with marks at both upper and lower
corners on the right side of the stamp. Some
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show two short parallel dashes above and
below the design, while some consist of
faint dotted lines slightly to the left of the
vertical numeral box line and upper right
spandrel line.

Lower right corner

Continuing around the stamp, examina-
tion of the lower right hand corner reveals
the largest number of stamps (54) found
with marks in that location. These fall into
three main patterns, the first being a series
of dashes beginning almost at the edge of
the paper and running up and into the de-
sign between the spandrel and frame lines,
culminating in a series of dots which end
at the 13th horizontal shading line. These
could be construed as misplaced guidelines
except (a) the broken line does not con-
tinue beyond the cenire of the stamp and
(b) the dashes are slightly thicker than
those of guidelines. The second pattern of
marks consists of a broken line of dashes
and dots starting at the frame line and run-
ning down to the edge of the paper at a
point in line with the vertical right numeral
box line. The final sub-group shows either
one or two rows of dashes running up from
the edge of the paper and into the design
at a slight angle from the vertical, to the
left of the vertical box line, between it and
the numeral three. There are many varia-
tions to these descriptions, perhaps due to
plate wear.

Lower left corner

Moving around the stamp clockwise, a
single example was found of marks at both
lower corners, but our final location point
at the lower left hand corner produced
22 examples of these distinctive marks. The
greater number showed a single dash below
the angle of the frame lines, in the border
and lying at a slight tilt to the vertical axis.
A second sub-type had a thick dash flowing
down from the angle of the two frame lines,
towards the edge of the paper, followed by
either a fine dot or dash.

Horizontal dashes

The next group of varieties comprise
horizontal dashes at the lower left and right
hand corners. Touching the frame line at
the angle and extending out to either the
left or the right can be found two parallel
lines about 2 mm long with the upper one
usually shorter and weaker than the lower
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dash. I found seven examples at the lower
left, one at the lower right and one showing
the two dashes at both the lower left and
right corners.

Miscellaneous locations

The balance of varieties found in the
sample consisted of the same width and
length dashes in various locations, both in-
side and outside the printed design area of
the stamp. Their short length, (anything
from 1 to 2mm) places them within the
area under discussion, and while they would
ordinarily be categorized as plate scratches
I feel they have a common origin with the
marks already described. Constant dashes
have been found in both numeral tablets,
in the lower border, and in the letters
‘ANA’ of Canada, ‘S’ of Postage and ‘N’ of
Cents.

Explanation and conclusion

I believe that I have presented enough
evidence to show that at some stage of the
printing of the 3¢ red stamp, unusual events
crept into an otherwise acceptable, and
error free, printing job. It is of significance
that the marks were found on stamps from
both dies, with dated copies ranging from
1924 to 1926, so that the change from wet
to dry printings and from surface hardened
to chromium plated printing plates had no
impact on these flaws in production.

I would remind readers of at least two
parallel cases found in the Admiral issue.
Some two cent carmine sheet and coil
stamps have been found with two short
parallel lines at the lower right corner of
the design. Perhaps even more pertinent to
this article is a very detailed description of
quite similar marks found on the 7c red-
brown Admiral stamp, by Hans Reicheg in
the May, 1955 issue of Topics. In the course
of his remarks Mr. Reiche states: “Further,
it is believed that these plates (Plates 7 and
8, approved in October, 1924) have been
laid down on a steel plate which had been
used previously and that certain marks had
not been burnished off completely before
laying down the 7 cents. The Bank Note
company confirmed that, due to the short-
age of good steel, old plates were used for
printing this stamp.” Are we looking at a
similar situation in the case of the 3c red,
remembering that it, too, was being printed
during the same time frame?



In presenting my findings I regret I have
no pat explanation, and unless there is
something in the printer’s files, I am doubt-
ful if the meaning of these marks will ever
be forthcoming. I remain convinced that
these marks are neither re-entries, engrav-
er's errors, hairlines or cracked plates.

They might be anything from the rem-
nants of a previously engraved plate, to
plate damage caused by an object marking
the plate. As I have been unable to exam-

ine a die proof, nor have I seen complete
sheets of the many plates involved, I have
been unable to verify certain aspects of
this intriguing matter. This will have to be
left to other specialists, and I invite them
to follow up the preliminary work I have
begun. I would be grateful to have com-
ments on any aspects of the foregoing,
which should always be addressed either to
the Editor or to me at 61 Alwington Ave-
nue, Kingston, Ontario K7L 4R4.

For more on the subject please turn to page 32

Early Post Offices of
Grenville County

By MAX ROSENTHAL

Historical Background

Before the American Revolution the
Reverend John Stuart was a missionary
among the Mohawks in New York State.
Sir William Johnson secured for him land
in the Mohawk Valley, which Stuart named
for his patron. After the war, for his loy-
alty to the British cause, he was given an
extensive grant on the St. Lawrence River
in what was to be Grenville County, which
he called New Johnstown.

The village of Johnstown, located where
an Indian trail from the Ottawa River
touched the St. Lawrence opposite Ogdens-
burg, became the capital of a district Sim-
coe named after it, Johnstown. The trail
is now Highway 16 within Edwardsburgh
Township, Grenville County.

Prior to the arrival of the first settlers,
in the spring of 1784, partial surveys had
been made of the townships fronting on
the St. Lawrence, the first one extending
from the Quebec border to the western
boundary of Elizabethtown Township,
Leeds County, the two in Grenville County
being No. 7 or Edwardsburgh and up
river No. 8 or Augusta. Augusta was one
of the first settled, its earliest pioneers com-
ing up the St. Lawrence in boats in that
year.

Augusta Township

When the first post offices were estab-
lished in Upper Canada in 1789 Augusta

was one of them, named after the township
and located in the new settlement. Until
1802 John Jones was postmaster. There
were occasional mails by boat on the St.
Lawrence, and an express each winter by
snowshoes. Mail was more likely to be
carried privately by travellers and delivery
was unreliable.

In the Ontario Archives is a letter from
Empraim Jones, Augusta to Surveyor-Gen-
eral David Smith, Niagara, sent on Sep-
tember 16, 1794 “I this day received your
letter of the 5th instant. The former one
that you make mention of has not come
to hand yet.” By the time Samuel Sher-
wood became postmaster of Augusta n
1802, a monthly mail by courier had been
established.

On June 24, 1804 Sherwood wrote (o
Chewett & Ridout, York “I wrote you on
the 22nd of March last by Mr. Jessup and
begged the favour of an answer, which I
have not received.” On May 19, 1805 E.
Anderson, Augusta wrote to Jonathan Jones,
Cornwall “Since my last letter to you post
riding is done.” Apparently the courier had
been replaced by a horse and rider.

The Jessup mentioned was Major Edward
Jessup who had brought his soldiers to
Grenville County in 1784 and then left for
England. Returning, he settled on the St.
Lawrence in the southeast corner of Au-
gusta Township. In 1810 he had a town
plot surveyed and named it Prescott after a
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British military figure. In 1814 William
Gilkinson built a wharf and warehouse
there. Prescott soon assumed an important
position, being at the head of the rapids
and the lowest point on the river to which
large boats could sail.

Fort Wellington was constructed on Jes-
sup’s homestead some time between 1812
and 1813 as the main point of defence of
communication between Kingston and
Montreal. The war with the U.S. closed the
Augusta post office in 1814 and in 1816
one was opened at Fort Wellington with
Adolphus Jones as postmaster. With Pres-
cott being rapidly settled, it was replaced
in 1817 with a post office in that town.
Jones’ son Alpheus was postmaster of Pres-
cott from then until 1863.

A letter in the Ontario Archives from
Jones to Peter Robinson, York, has the
manuscript postmark “Prescott, April 18,
1831” written in two lines joined by a
bracket. A letter from Lanson Hilliard to
W. H. Merritt, St. Catharines is postmarked
with a large double circle enclosing “PRES-
COTT, U.C.” with NO 2, 1841 in type.

A further letter sent by James West,
“Johnstown, near Prescoit” to D. B. Papi-
neau, Montreal, sent October 14, 1843, is
cancelled with a large double circle broken
by PRESCOTT, U.C., with the date in type,
all in red. Johnstown itself did not get a
post office until the late 1900’s.

One and a half miles east of the western
boundary of Augusta Township is Mait-
land. Its post office opened in 1828 with
Samuel Thomas as postmaster. Closed in
1830, it reopened in 1838 with George
Longley as postmaster.

Samuel Bellamy came from Vermont in
1814 and purchased a mill privilege on the
south branch of the Rideau which became
the site of North Augusta. He erected the
first grist mill in the township and, in 1840,
became first postmaster, when the post of-
fice opened at the mill.

In 1851 Centre Augusta, on the 6th con-
cession, lot 15, and Charlesville, on the
5th concession, lot 14, north of the South
Nation River, both opened post offices. The
latter was probably named after its post-
master Charles Lane.

Algonquin post office was established in
the early 1860’s at the corner of the 5th
concession and 29th sideroad. Later in the
decade appeared Maynard, on the 4th con-
cession, lot 10 and Roebuck, at the 7th con-
cession and 4th sideroad.
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The early 1880’s saw Garretton opened
with Nathaniel Garrett as postmaster, and
in 1884 appeared Throoptown, on the 8th
concession and lot 20. Between 1900 and
1910 post offices were established at Glen-
more (5th concession, lot 21), Blue Church
Road (2nd concession and 15th sideroad},
Lord Mills (18th sideroad north of the
4th concession) and South Branch (10th
concession and 18th sideroad).

Edwardsburgh Township

Edwardsburg post office was established
in 1837, a mile east of the township's east-
ern boundary, on the St. Lawrence. M.
Casselman was postmaster. In 1879 its
name was changed to Cardinal. According
to local legend it was called after an early
settler but there is reason to believe it was
actually named for Cardinal Richelieu.

Spencerville was founded by David
Spencer who reached the South Nation
River in 1812. A road was cut through the
bush following an Indian trail, now High-
way 16. Spencer made a clearing on the
south bank of the river and built a dam
and mills. William Beck was the first post-
master of Spencerville post office, located
in his store.

Shanley opened in the early 1860’s on the
7th concession and 6th sideroad, as did
Ventnor, where the South Nation River
crosses the 8th concession. Jaspar post of-
fice was opened at Irish Creek and Pittston
opened in the early 1870’s where the South
Branch crosses the present Highway 16
with William Pitt as postmaster.

From the Mohawk Valley had come the
Brouses of German descent. Brouseville
post office was opened in the mid-1870’s on
the 6th sideroad at the corner of the roail
north to Black Creek. In 1877 Glen Smail
was opened at the present Highway 16 and
the 5th concession.

Sometime in 1884 Groveton opened at
Highway 16 and the 9th concession, while
in 1898 Hyndman post office was estab-
lished with J. Hyndman as its first post-
master, at the crossing of the 6th sideroad
by the South Nation River. Finally in the
late 1900°s Crystal Rock opened on the
3rd concession, on what is now Highway 16.

North of the two river townships of
Augusta and Edwardsburgh, reaching to the
south bank of the Rideau River, Grenville
County includes from east to west the town-
ships of South Gower, Oxford and Wolford.



South Gower Township

South Gower was fairly well inhabited
because what is now Highway 16 was the
stage road from Prescott to Bytown, then
the only road between the St. Lawrence and
Ottawa rivers. In 1836 South Gower post
office was established with William Bower
as postmaster, at the 6th sideroad in con-
cession 4. John Byce became postmaster in
the 1850%.

When the stage line was created between
Prescott and Bytown in 1846 post offices
were established at Spencerville and Heck’s
Corners, with J. S. Archibald as postmaster
of the latter. Heck’s Corners became Hecks-
ton in 1857. Wilson’s Bay post office
opened in 1898 on the road along the river
at the lot 43 sideroad with A. Wilson as
postmaster.

Oxford Township

About 1792 a few settlers found their
way to the Rideau in the vicinity of Buritt’s
Rapids. Here a post office opened in 1839
with Stephen Buritt as first postmaster.

Between 1812 and 1814 John Boyce
traded to Lyman Clothier 100 acres of the
future Kemptville, where the latter had
built a mill on the south branch of the
Rideau. Oxford township boasted only 2C
people then, with not a house between
Kemptville and Buritt's Rapids. The first
name given to the community which grew
up around the mill was the Branch, later
Clothier’'s Mill. As it increased in import-
ance its settlers sought a more dignified
name and chose Kemptville after the gov-
ernor general.

Years after it became a hamlet residents
had difficulty in maintaining postal com-
munication with the outside, Prescott being
the nearest post office. Postal service was
finally established in 1831 with William
Bottum in charge. A letter from surveycr
Francis Jones, Kemptville to Surveyor-Gen-
eral Kenneth Cameron, Toronto, sent on
April 19, 1841 is postmarked with a double
circle enclosing KEMPTVILLE, U.C. in
very large red lettering with the date in
manuscript. A letter from Truman Hurd to
the Surveyor-General, Montreal, is already
postmarked with the newer postmark of a
double circle broken by KEMPTVILLE,
U.C., with JY 3, 1847 set in type, all this
in thin red lines.

About 1846 Asa Clothier, son of Kempt-
ville’s founder built mills where Kemptville
Creek crossed the road in concession 3.

There Oxford Mills post office was opened
at the corner of Highway 16 and the road
south of the 9th concession road, with
David Millar as postmaster.

Newmanville post office opened in the
early early 1890's at the 6th concession and
the 3rd sideroad. Acton’s Corners, 3rd con-
cession and the 15th sideroad; East Oxford,
13th sideroad in concession 8; Farmer's
Union, 5th concession and the sideroad in
lot 4; Kemptville Junction, where two rail-
way lines cross each other at the 5th con-
cession and McReynold’s Corners, south
boundary road and road in lot 12 were all
provided with post offices in the early
1900's.

Wolford Township

The first settlers to venture inland from
Brockville selected land on the Rideau just
downstream from Irish Creek, known in the
early days as the Upper Rideau Settlement,
while the area downstream of Merrickville
was named the Lower Rideau Settlement.
The original survey was made in 1795 and
the first settlers were Joseph Easton and
Joseph Harkins,

The falls at Merrickville provided a nat-
ural spot for settlement. William Merrick
began the original mills in 1796, and a road
ran from Brockville to Merrick’s Mills. Ti
was a well established community in 1826
when the Rideau canal was begun and, as
the canal opened the river to traffic, post
offices opened along its route. Merrickville
got one in 1829 with Terence Smyth as
postmaster.

A letter from him to the Surveyor-Gen-
eral, York, sent on October 12, 1832 is
postmarked with a double circle enclosing
MERRICKVILLE, U.C., with OCT and
1832 stamped within in red type, with the
date written between the two. A letter from
Edmund Burritt, Marlborough to the Sur-
veyor-General, Toronto, sent November 3,
1835 is marked with the same cancellation
except that only the year is in type, the
remainder being in manuscript.

Easton’s Corners post office opened in
1851 at the 3rd concession and 24th side-
road with Samuel Easton as postmaster, a
descendant of the original settler mentioned
above. Bishop's Mills post office came into
being where the middle branch of the Rid-
eau crossed by the road in the 9th conces-
sion. H. O. Bishop was first postmaster.

In 1854 Munsel post office opened on the
county road to Merrickville, lot 19 at the
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7th concession. When postmaster James
Bryant moved away in 1857 the post office
closed.

In the mid-1890's Wolford Centre was
established where the county road from

Merrickville crossed the 6th concession. At
the beginning of this century Snowden's
Corners post office, with James Snowden as
postmaster operated where two roads met
in concession 6, lot 8 at the middle branch
of the Rideau.

The Rural Route Booklet

By ALLAN L. STEINHART

On October 9, 1928, Mr. Atwater, the
Financial Supt. of the Post Office wrote to
Mr. Wood of the Canadian Bank Note Co.
as follows:

“As the question of sale on rural routes
is a very large factor in the ordering of
postage stamp books, I would ask that you
be good enough to let me know at your
early convenience what progress is being
made in providing something in the way of
a holder for stamps sold in rural routes,
and what the cost would be.”

A memorandum from Mr. Atwater for
the Deputy Postmaster General dated Oct.
16, 1928 made further note on this subject:

“The case has been taken up with the
Canadian Bank Note Company and at-
tached is the result of various efforts made
to find a remedy. The booklet, such as
attached, can be made up at a cost of
$11.25 per thousand. This book could con-
tain 36 stamps of such denomination as
may be decided upon, for example: it could
contain 12 ones, 12 twos and 12 fives, total
96 cents, or it could contain 18 ones, 12
twos and 6 fives, total 72 cents.

“The Courier would be allowed to sell
the stamps as he pleases, either a single
stamp or any number of them, or the whole
book if desired.

“The books are made up with wax paper
between the stamps and would, therefore,
be as well protected as the present stamp
book.”

On October 17, 1928, Mr. Atwater sent
a memorandum to Mr. Taylor, the Ac-
countant in Charge of the Postage Stamp
Division of the Post Office giving the fol-
lowing further information on these book-
lets:
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“The attached memo is self-explanatory
and it is requested that immediate steps be
taken to

1. Have a sufficient quantity of these
stamp books manufactured.

2. Find out how many should be issued
to the different rural route offices.

“The denominations of stamps to be
used in this book are to be lc, 2¢, and 5S¢,
on the basis of eighteen lc, twelve 2¢, and
six Sc—total 72¢.”

A letter from Mr. Taylor to Mr. At-
water, dated Nov. 26, 1928, noted in regard
rural route booklets that “an order for
50,000 was placed with the Canadian Bank
Note Company on the 27th October. The
Company advise that they will be able to
deliver some of these books about the
latter part of December.”

A note of Mr. Hudson of the Postage
Stamp Division to Mr. Atwater, dated Jan.
3, 1929, noted “that 8,000 special books
for rural routes have been delivered to the
Postage Stamp Division.”

A circular letter announcing these book-
lets was sent to all District Superintendents
by Mr. Atwater on Feb. 8, 1929, It said
they were available and it “requested that
steps be taken to acquaint the Postmasters
of all rural route offices to this effect and to
advise them that a request for any neces-
sary books should be included in their next
requisition.”

The Postmaster at Saint John, N.B. re-
ceived a letter from Mr, Atwater, dated
March 11, 1929, noted that “particular at-
tention must be paid to the fact that these
books must not be sold excepting on rural
routes as they are intended for this pur-
pose only.”



A circular of Mr. Taylor to “Postmasters
whose office is the starting point of R.M.D.
Service,” dated March 21, 1929 noted “the
couriers must not, under any circumstances,
insist on patrons purchasing a whole book.”
It went on to say “couriers will also be
required to carry the regular 25¢ stamp
book, as required by the regulations.”

The first of many protests about these
booklets came in a letter from Mr. Payne,
the postmaster of Bloomfield, Ontario on
May 6, 1929, It said that “the couriers will
not pay 72 cents for a book as patrons will
not buy the five cent stamps. If I could
take out those stamps and let them sell
the two’s and one’s they might get rid of
them, but this way what am I to do? Shall
I return the eight books I have on hand?”

On May 14, 1929, Mr. Atwater noted
“it would be well to write all District Super-
intendents and ask them to survey their
various districts on this point” which was
the resistance by couriers to the rural route
booklet. In a circular letter of May 27,
1929, he asked to “have a survey of your
district made and acertain if the 5c postage
stamp included in this book is being used
to any extent, as it is desired to find out
whether or not the stamp is of any use to
the public.”

Some of the replies to this circular are
of interest to us:

Summerside, P.E.I.— “There is practic-
ally no demand at this office for the com-
bination books of stamps.”

Breadalbane, P.E.I. —“We got a quan-
tity of these books (20) shortly after they
first came out, I sold only one book, and
before I sold it I removed the six 5c
stamps,”

Toronto, Ont.— “In this district there
are 282 offices out of which rural routes
start . . . in every case they report that
there is no demand whatsoever for these 5c
stamps.”

An internal memorandum of the post
office noted that from April 1st to Sept.
31st, 5,000 rural route booklets were issued
to depots and 3,714 to postmasters