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BUYERS OF 
GOOD COLLECTIONS 

We are in the stamp business to 

buy and sell stamps, and offer 

any philatelic service which our 

customers may require. We are 

glad to appraise or advise. May 

we hear from you? 

~torgt ~. Wegg 1Ltb. 
36 VICTORIA STREET 

TORONTO, CANADA MSC 2N8 

Telephone: (4 16) 363-1596-7 

WE ARE CANADIAN AGENTS FOR 

ROBSON LOWE LIMITED, LONDON, ENGLAND 



PUBLIC STAMP AUCTIONS 
of 

CANADA and B.N.A. 
BRITISH COMMONWEALTH and FOREIGN 

Held at regular intervals 
Including: Choice individual items and sets 

collections and wholesale lots 

Catalogues of our next auction, upon request 
Catalogues and prices reali:~ed at $5.00 per calendar year 

(Ontario residents add 7% Provincial Sales Tax) 

CONSIGNERS 
We offer frequent auctions and competitive com
mission rates. We will be glad to travel to pick 
up better properties. 

L.C.D. STAMP COMPANY, INC. 
Sheraton Centre Hotel • Mezzanine 

Suite 104, 100 Richmond St. W. 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada 

M5H 3K6 

Phone(416)862-8183 

MEMBER: C.S.D.A., A.S.D.A. 
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Patriotic Postcard Series 
by W. L. GUTZMAN 

Golden Beavers and 
Maple Seeds: WBR 4 

The patriotic postcards of Canada pub
lished by Warwick Bros. and Rutter, To
ronto, are being studied by the Toronto 
Postcard Club, and in future we shall use 
the same numbering system for these cards. 

Type 4 (WBR 4) is in vertical format 
and shows a black and white photo in a 
nearly-rectangular frame surrounded by 
sprigs of gold-coloured maple leaves con
taining clusters of maple seeds (so-called 
aeroplanes). A golden beaver sits on a log 
at base of design. 

Circulation of these cards was mainly in 
1905 and 1906. Earliest usage reported was 
Oct. 20, 1905. 

Backs were undivided and show the three
section gold-coloured frame with crown at 
left, Canadian Souvenir Post Card at centre, 
and coat of arms at right, all in gold. 

The publisher's name appears at upper · 
right except in those cases where the name 
is given of the firm for whom the card was 

published. In that case the publisher's 
name is omitted. 

101 City Hall, Toronto 
102 St. Michael's Cathedral, Toronto 
104 St. James' Cathedral, Toronto 
132 Elk River Canyon, Cranbrook, B.C. 
322 Warship in Drydock, Halifax, N .S. 

(HEBB Series) 
332 Mount Royal Elevator, Montreal 
333 Mgr Bourget Monument, Montreal 
392 Warship in Dry Dock, Halifax, N.S. 

Canadian Wild Flower 
Series: WBR' 13 

We have decided to include these cards 
in our "patriotic" series because they were 
essentially produced in the same spirit of 
nationalism as were those showing maple 
leaves, beavers, etc. The flowers used in 
the design are in fact typically Canadian. 

An oval back-and-white view with a thin 
gold frame is surrounded by sprigs of 
brightly-coloured wild flowers. The flowers 
are identified at lower left, in gold. The 
words "Canadian Wild Flower Series" may 
or may not appear at upper right. When 
it does the publisher's name - Warwick 
Bros. and Rutter, is shifted from the upper 
right to the upper left. 

Backs are divided. Two designs have 
been noted. One is the standard complex 
Warwick Bros. and Rutter pattern in blue. 
The other is a three-part design with red 
frame, green maple leaf at left, Canadian 
Souvenir Post Card is green at centre, and 
space for stamp at right. 

Some views were produced with different 
flower designs, and these are so indicated, 
by listing both flowers. 

922 The Armouries, Toronto, Ont. 
(Purple Aster) 

923 The Highlands of Ontario 
(Wild Rose) 

952 The Lighthouse, Pugwash, N.S. 
(Wild Rose) (Purple Aster) 

959 High School, Simcoe, Ont. 
(Goldenrod) 

3016 Truro, N.S. from Normal School 
(Purple Aster) 
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3020 View from the Hilltop looking South, 
Digby, N.S. (Wild Rose) 

3054 The Bonnechere River, Renfrew, Ont. 
(Purple Aster) 

3109 Apohaqui, N .B. (ICR Yard, etc.) 
(Wild Rose) 

3126 Duke St. , Chatham, N.B. (Wild Rose) 
3140 Royal Northwest Mounted Police 

Barracks, Regina, Sask. (Wild Rose) 
3144 Victoria and St. Lawrence Streets, 

Winchester, Ont. 
3152 Birds' Eye View of Listowel, Ont. 

(Wild Rose) (Goldenrod) 

Golden Coat of Arms 
a nd Acorns: WBR 16 

This very attractive design depicts a 
black-and-white photo ornately framed in 
gold, and topped by a coat-of-arms with a 
beaver at the peak. Maple leaves and oak 
leaves appear to grow from the same 
branches at base and top of the picture. 
The acorns are unique for this design and 
earn it its classification. The intensity of 
the gold colour is quite variable from card 
to card. 

All backs are undivided and show a de
sign identical to the previous series, i.e. 
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"Canadian Souvenir Post Card" with crown 
at left and coat-of-arms at right, all in gold. 

The publisher's name, Warwick Bros. and 
Rutter, may or may not appear, but when 
it does, it is at the upper right, beside the 
card number. For example, card 32 has 
been noted with and without the publisher's 
name. Card 111 is labelled as "Published 
for the Robert Simpson Co. Limited". 

111 City Hall, Toronto (Published for the 
Robert Simpson Co.) 

126 S. A. Fountain, Halifax, N.S. 
328 Old Windmill, Prescott, Ont. 
330 Maisonneuve Monument, Montreal 
495 Post Office, Cornwall, Ont. 
812 Presbyterian Church, Listowel, Ont. 
827 McGill University, Montreal 
982 Town Hall, Arnprior 

'Tbe Postal History Society of Canada 
invites applications for membership 

from members of the BNAPS 

The PHSC publishes a quarterly Journal, sponsors seminars 
on Canadian postal history, and awards a prize for the best 
Canadian postal history exhibit at a number of different 
shows across Canada. 

For a copy of the Journal at $1, or a member
ship application, please write to the Secretary, 

A. M. P A L 0 C H I K 
BOX 3461, STN. 'C' 

MAIL AUCTIONS 
EVERY TWO MONTHS 

* CANADA AND PROVINCES 
* UNITED STATES 
* BR. COMMONWEALTH 
*FOREIGN 
* lARGE LOTS 

Subscriptions $7.00 per year 
Write today for our next sale 

VANCE AUCTIONS LTD. 
Box 267 - Smithville, Ontario, Canada 

LOR 2AO 

OTIAWA, ONT., CANADA K1Y 4J6 

PERF INS 

Canadian private and official 
perflns wanted. Will buy singles 
covers, accumulations and col
lections. For offer, send details 
of perfins to: 

MR. J. C. JOHNSON 
BOX 6118, STATION D 

CALGARY, ALBERTA, CANADA T2P 2C7 
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THE PRECANCEL SPECIALIST 
by R. S. CHESHIRE & H. REICHE 

In the last article we discussed dates of 
issue. There is a close relationship with the 
actual plates used and the issue dates. As 
mentioned before, existing precancel cata
logues are inaccurate when stating that a 
precancel was issued on a date correspond
ing with the actual release date of the 
normal stamp. For example the Admiral 
precancels in many cases are listed as 19 12 
and 1922, but the actual plates used were 
often issued many years after the first re
lease of the normal stamp without pre
C'ancel. 

The compiled list is only preliminary. 
Over 3,SOO precancels would have to be 
identified to complete it. Nevertheless, it's 
the first time a start has been made. An 
analysis of the data shows no trend. Few 
stamps lend themselves to any kind of 
analysis. These are shown in a separate 
matrix. The matrix shows a few interest
ing features. The 20c Admiral was mainly 
precancelled on Plate 9, namely the last 
plate. 

Three cities show the use of Plate 2. Sur
prisingly, type V on a Plate 4 - issued 9 
March 1917 - rather than that listed in the 
precancel catalogues as 1912. 

The SOc Admiral uses at least three plates, 
with Plate 4 predominating. Plate 4 is the 
last plate from the dry printing. Here again 
catalogues show 1912 for the SOc, but Plate 
4 was actually issued on 10 March 192S. 
The fact that some of these denominations 
were issued quite late is also evident from 
the correspondence files in the Post Office. 
High value denominations were not fav
oured, even though high value Jubilee and 
other stamps exist. The lc Admiral is an
other which records some trend. Scott 305 
(223) shows a clear trend of two plates 
only. We hope to issue updated list in time, 
but we need readers' help. 

T74 
V93 
X203 
X211 
X223 
X 231 
X232 
X 241 

................................................... 4 

........................................ 15LR 
.. ...... .. 12UR, 13LL, 15UR, 18R, 

23UL, 24LL, 25LL 
......... L .................. 3U, 7UL, 7LL 

.. .......................... 3UL,4UL 
............. 3UL, 3LL, 3UR, 4UR 

... . . . .. ...... . .... 4L, 5UL, 7LR 
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X 242 2LR, 5LR, 8UL, 7UL, 9LL, 9UR 
X 243 .. ................ ........ lUL, 1 UR, 2UL 
X24S .............................................. 4LR 
Y 15cflowel .. ............ lUL,IUR, ILR, ILL 

Brantford 
Brock ville 
Calgary 

Cobourg 
Fredricton 

Hamilton 

Kitchener 

London 
Moncton 

Montreal 

4-211 .......................... .. 30UR 
3-1S1(1) ...................... lUR 
1-106 ................................ 186 
1-153 .............................. 6UL 
4-211 ................ ...... ..... . 24.2S 
1-192 ..................... ......... ...... 2 
1-106 ........................ 192, 193 
1-107 ........ ....... . . 222, 223 
1-93 ............................... ....... 9 
1-94 ...................................... 4 
4-93 ........ ... ........ ... ................ 9 
4-94 .................................. 2,4 
4-151 .................................... 2 
5-171 ................ .. ... ....... 5LR 
1-86 .................................. 155 
1-93 ...................................... 9 
1-106 .............................. 187 
1-111 .................. ................ 16 
1-122 ..... . .......................... 25 
2-212 ....... .......... . SUR, 6UR 
2-221 .................... 1LR, 2LR 
3-106 ....... ........................ 192 
1-93 ................................ .. .... 9 
2-93 ...................................... 9 
3-93 .................................... 9 
2-76 ......... , .. ...................... 4L 
4-93 ...................................... 2 
4-94 ...................................... 2 
6-94 ............. ................. .. .. .. .. 3 
7-94 ...................................... 4 
7-143 .................................... 2 
8-162TI .. .......... .... .... 8LR 
10-213 ............................ 7UL 

Niagara Falls 3-93 ......... ......................... .... 9 
3-94 ................................ .. 3, 4 

N. Battleford 1-93 .................................... 9 
1-94 .................... ................ 4 

Oshawa 1-93 ..... ...... ........................... 9 
1-94 ...................................... 4 

Ottawa 3-93 ...... , .. ......................... 2, 9 
3-94 ...... ..... ................ 3,4UR 
5-211 . .......................... 14UL 
5-221 ............................. 2LR 
S-223 .. 3LL, 3UR, 7LL, 7UR 

Owen Sound 2-191 ............................ ILL 

Quebec 
Regina 

2·201 .. ...... . ................. lUR 
5-235 .. .............. .. ...... 2UL 
1-1511 . ........ ............ . lCR 



4-211 ................... .... .... 2 1LL 
4-212 ....... ...... ................. ILL 

St. Thomas 1-93 ........ ............. .. ............... 9 
1-94 ..................................... 4 
2-211 .. ............. 11LL, 25 

Saskatoon 1-93 ................................... 9 
1-94 .............. ........ .............. 4 
3-201 ............................. 5LL 

Toronto 3-86 ...................................... 4 
7-93 ...................................... 9 Vancouver 
7-94 .......... ... ....................... 4 
10-93 ............. .............. ..... 9 
10-94 .......... ............. 3.4UL 
10-106 ............................. 182 Winnipeg 
11-93 .... ................. ............... 9 

11-94 .................................... 4 
11-151 .......................... ........ 2 
12-94 .................................... 4 
13-171 .................................. 5 
15-201 ...................... 1LR, 3 
15-211 ........................... SUR 
15-212 ................ ........... 5LR 
15-214 ........... ........ 17LR 
15-221 ............................ 4UL 
2-94 .................................... 2 
2-106 .. .... .......... .......... 182 
2-143 . ... . ......... ..... .. ......... 3 
6-201 .. ................ ............ 5, 6 
4-93 ...................................... 9 
8-223 .............................. 3, 7 

Trend Matrix 

93 94 106 223 

v 4 

Hamilton 9 2 . 4 
Moncton 9 
Montreal 2 2 , 3,4 
NiE~gAra FBlls 9 3 , 4 
usnAwa 2 , 9 4 
St Thomas 9 4 
Saskatoon 9 4 
Toronto 9 3 . 4 182 
Winnipeg 9 3 .7 
Ot t P.WB 2 , 9 r: 3 , 4 3. 7 
Vancouver 2 182 
CAlgAry 186 
Kitchene r ~ 187 
Fredricton 192 ' 19~ 
North Battlf. 4 
X 3,7 
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1 HARMERS I lnlernaliO'rllll 

THINKING OF BUYING? 

Between our New York and San Francisco Galleries, we offer at auction 
the widest and finest ra nge of phi latelic properties to come on the 
American market. 

Each Season we publish some 25 catalogues of New York a nd San 
Francisco auctions covering over 20,000 lots. 

Interested in subscribing to our cata logue? 

Write and request an application form I 

- ~ERS of New York Inc.-
6 West 48th Street 

New York, NY 10036 
Cable : Harmersale New YOfk Tel. t212) 757·4480 

- HARMERS of Sydn~y Pry, Ltd. -
17-19 Brisbane Street 
Sydney 2010, N.S.W. 

Australia 

New York - San Fra ncisco - London - Syd ney 

MINT CANADA 

PRE-WAR 

Specia lizing in 

ADMIRALS 

and 

19th CENTURY COVERS 

LESLIE GRAY 

2250 CHANCERY LANE 

OAKVILLE, ONTARIO 

L6J 6A:I 

IINAPS • CSOA • RPSC 
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CANADIAN COVERS 

WANTED 

Ontario towns, Squar.d Circles, Western, 
RPO's, Military, Flags, cards, rates, etc. 
(also better cancels on stamp). Individual 
pieces, accumulations, collections and larger 
lots wanted. Have same to offer. 

SQUARED CIRCLE EXCHANGE AND 

CORRESPONDENCE INVITED 

GRAHAM J. NOBLE 
P.O. lOX 80 

KINGSTON, ONTARIO 

BNAPS • CPSGII • RPSC • APS • PHSC 



TOPICS: THE BUSINESS SIDE 
PRESIDENT 

PAST PRESIDENT 
V ICE-PRESIDENT 

2nd VICE-PRESIDENT 
TREASURER 
SECRETARY 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

BNAPS ELECTED OFFICERS 

Guy des Rlvl~res, 71 rue St. Pierre, Qu45bec, P.Q. GtK 4A4 
Leo J . LaFrance, 27 Underhill Road, Osslnlna, N .Y. 1062 
James C. Lebr, 2918 Cheshire Rd., Devon, Wllmlnaton, DE 19810 
Ed Rlchardaon, P.O. Box 939 League City, Texu 77$73 
Edmund A. Harris, 62Q-7' Avenue N.W., CalaarY, Alta. T2K OP9 
Edward J. Wbltlna, 2' Kinas Circle, Malvern, Pa. 193" 
Ten lllttlnas: Five elected In tbe even numbered years for four year terms. 

Sentq Until D ec. 31, n• 
Robert H . Pratt (Chalrrnan of Board) 

Senlna u tll Dec. 31, J.Jil 
Glenn Hansen Leo Brandom 

Trello Morrow William Simpson David Verity 
Michael Dldetts C. Ronald McOulre Clarence StiWona Oa"ln Lohman 

From the Secretary 

NEW MEMBERS 

EDWARD J. WHITING 
25 Kings Circle 

Malvern, Pa. 19355 U.S.A. 

September IS, 1980 
3962 Hodaklns, John P., Box 668, Pine Point, N.W.T. XOE OWO 
399' Moskal, David A., 112 Harrison St., New Britain, CT 060S2 
4000 Denovan, W . Alexander, Providence Bay, Ont. POP ITO 
4003 Lyne, John F., 7840 Lochside Dr., Apt. 302, R.R. I, SaoJchton, B.C. VOS IMO 

NEW LIFE MEMBER 

L-2Sl8 Stegenga, William, Harmon East of Hilby, Rt. 3, Box 637, Spokane, WA 99203 

APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 
(Objections must be sent to the Secretary Immediately upon publication) 

4026 CHERNOFF, Amoz I., 9417 Copenhaver Dr., Potomac, Md. 208S4. C-Canadn general; Tagged/ 
Luminscent; Booklets and Panes. Proposed by E. J . Whiting, L-61. 

4027 BEAUMONT, Donald, 288 Old Orchard Grove, Toronto, Ont. MSM 2ES-C. Small Queens, Canada 
mint, used and varieties, Fancy caned$. Proposed by E. J. Whiling, L-61. 

4028 MUNN, Gary R., 108 Linden Cr., Fredericton, N.B. E3A 4Z9-C. Newfoundland General, Postal 
History, Cancellations. Proposed by E. J. Whiting, L-61. 

4029 SHEFFIELD, John, P.O. Box 3171, Station A, London, Ont. N6A4S4-D. Proposed by J. E. 
Wlnmill, 3S66. 

4030 EOGETT, Peter K., 207 Lafferty Ave., Windsor, Ont. N9J1K2-C. Canada General and Varielies, 
2 and 4 rlna cancels. Marine and Military ttlall. Proposed by E. J . Wbitina, L-61. 

4031 Davis, Rodney 0 ., 611 W. College Ave. , st. Peter, MN S6082---C. Canada sin&les socked on the 
nose cancels. varieties, stampless and pre-stamp. Proposed by E. J. WbJtlna, L-61. 

4032 WINTERS, John, 789 Central Ave., London, Ont. NSW 3Rt--C. Canada General, Newfoundland 
General, Canada Varieties. Proposed by J. C. Johnson , L-2990. 

4033 Grodde, John H., P.O. Box 1770, Orand Centre, Alta. TOA ITO--C. Canada General, Newfound
land General, New Brunswick. Proposed by 1. C. Johnson, I-.2990. 

4034 HART, Maureen A., Box 22SS, Inuvik, N.W.T. XOE OTQ-C. Canada mint sinales, plate blocks, 
'67 Centennial, pbllatellc literature. Proposed by L. G. Killeen, 389S. 

403S ESTUS, Glenn A., Box 451, Westport, NY 12993---C. Canada FDC, 1967 Centennial DefloJtlves, 
Repty Coupons. Former member No. 3220. Proposed by E. J. Whit.lng, L-61. 

4036 Laird, Robert W., 20 Victoria St., Suite 310, Toronto, Ont. MSC2N8--CD. Admirals, Leaves and 
Numerals, Edward VII General and Mint Singles. Proposed by V. G. Oreen, L-40, seconded 
by A . L. Steinhart, 2010. 

4037 BIRDSALL, George G., 47 Stocker Road, Essex Fells, NJ 07021-c. Mint and used singles and 
oovers, Canada and Provinces. Proposed by E. J . Whiting, L-61. 

4038 Terpstra, Ken.netb D., 200 GaJewood Dr., Bolinabrook, IL 60439-C. Newfoundland Revenues. 
Proposed by C. 0. Emery, 3468. 
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Published, O.K. Pending 
3960 Riddock, Nev!Ue John 
3963 Sismondo, Mrs. Liane G. C. 
3997 Munroe, Campbell Rae 
4001 Eberhardt, Donald E. 
4002 Graham, James D. 
4004 Bouw, J. Daniel 
4005 Moore, Douglas B. 
4007 Pivnicki, John 
4008 Hansen, James F. 
4010 Gordon, Dr. Zane M. 

APPLICATIONS PENDING 
A waiting Publication and O.K. 
4011 N elf, John P. 
4012 Stelzer, George P. 
4013 Morton, William J. 
4014 Shelton, Martin P. 
4015 Day, Polly, Mrs. 
4016 Peoples, Dennis S. 
4017 Larson, Dennis W. 
4018 Luciuk, Steven C. 
4019 O'Reilly, Kevin J. 
4020 I nglis, Thomas J. 
4021 Sample, Douglas L. 
4022 Reed, names P. 
4023 McLean, Andrew R. 
4024 Mayer, JJean-Pierre 
4025 Hillson, John A. 

ADDRESS CHANGES 
L-3395 Hayter, Derek, 40 Ball Blvd., Apt. 306, Richmond HID, Ont. lAC 5M9 
1321 Banno, Dr. Edward C., 4140 Ripple Rd., West Vancouver, B.C. V7V 3Ll 
3837 Atwell. Steve, 4288 Grange St., Apt. 2403, Burnaby, B.C. VSH lP2 
3187 Bowles, A. Bruce C., 1078 St. Emmanuel Terrace, Orleans, Ont. KOK 3RO 
2661 ... Wonnacott, Dr. J . Brian, P.O. Box 668, Floydada, TX 79235 
283S McGuinness, Robert M .• No. 1-2621 Whitely Ct., North Vancouver, B.C. V7J 1R7 
)1887 Wilson, John E., 205-81~5tb Ave S.W., Calgary, Alta. T1P ON4 
12862 Powell, Reg. A ., P.O. Box 121, Milliken, Ont. LOH !KO 

-HOS Stott, Thomas A., 1505 Baseline Rd., Apt. 301, Ottawa, Ont. K2C 3L4 
3672 Malenfant, Cecile, P.O. Box 56, Fredericton, N.B. EJB 4V2 
2261 Trethewey, Ross, 479 Nelson St., Klnaston, Ont. K7K 4N4 
2816 Hart, Dr. Peter F., 406 S. 11nd St., Pbllaedlpbla, PA 19146 
3496 Britton, David, 18 SummubW An., Toronto, Ont. M4T 1B2 
2995 Piercey, David J., 1606 Broadview Rd. N.W., Calgary, Alta. T1N 3Hl 
3923 Ewens, David P., 138 Boulton Ave., Toronto, Ont. M4M 2Kl 
3070 Fisk, Arnold R., 1373 W. 73rd Ave., Apt. 111, Vancouver, B.C. V6P 3E9 
2689 Benjamin, Gerald, 3219 The Boulevard, Westmount, Que. HJY 1S4 
3948 Leary, James F. Jr., Box 49, Norfolk, MA 02056 
3322 Roling, Paul V., P.O. Box 853, Sulphur, LA 70663 
3918 Chamberlain, Tom, 1012C Dunrobin Dr., "HI&bland Lakes", Palm Harbor, FL 33563 
2143 Bosch, Dr. Warren L., 300 Ellbi Flftb St., Yankton, SD 57078 
2688 Anthes, Leonard J., 50 Cameron St., Apt. 708, Moncton, N .B. EOA 9A9 
3641 Grimm, Paul H., Box 157, BI!I'Wkk, N .S. BOP lEO 
2948 Moss, J. Stephen, 19 Athens Dr., Essex Juncdon, VT 05452 
391S Martin, Joseph R., The Stamp Shoppe, 560 Queen St., P.O. Box 56, Station A, 

Fredericton, N.B. E3B 4Y1 
2531 Soanes, Dr. S. V., 64 Alrdrle Rd., Toronto, Ont. M4G 1M1 
3441 Crowe, Wmtam T., P.O. Box 214, Danbury, CT 06810 
3316 Kosztandy, Andrew, 125 DavlsvllJe, Apt. 902, Toronto, Ont. M4S 1G9 
387S McElfresh, Sonja Z., 660Green.baven Ter., St. Paul, MN SS110 
39S6 Strecko, Michel, C.P. 790, Succursale Desjardins, Montreal, Que. HSB 189 
3997 Munroe, Dr. Campbell R., 180 Mornlnctoo St., Stndord, Ont. NSA 5G3 
2580 Berube, Clement W., P.O. Box 322, Lawrence, MA 01842 
37SO Papaspyrou, George A., 189 Wblte Pines Dr., Burllneton, Ont. L7L 4Gl 
2S81 Butters, John C., 95 Robin Ct., Barrie, Ont. lAM 5L9 

RESIGNATIONS 
1321 Banno, Dr. Edward C., 4140 Ripple Road, West Vancouver, B.C. V7V 3L2 
3S36 Bastedo, David B., P.O. Box 980, Station K, Toronto, Ont. M4P 2V3 
3759 Sibson, F . H., 190S Mabow Ave., North Vancouver, B.C. V7M 2T4 
2155 Aldous, John G., 6S74 Quinpool Rd., Halifax, N.S. B3L lBS 
2787 Campbell, Capt. N.D. R.N., c / o Robson Lowe Ltd., SO Pall Mall, London, S.W. l, England 

DECEASED 
877 Steiner, Robert N., P.O. Box 119, Ancaster, Ont. L90 3L3 

2691 Bronstein, Leon, P.O. Box 94, Station B, Montreal, Que. H3B 3J5 
234 Hiscock, E. H., P.O. Box 209, Manuels, C.B.S., Nftd. AOA 2YO 

1536 Tunna, Norman C., 20 Eagle Crest PI. S.W., Calgary, Alta T2V 2Wt 

DROPPED FROM THE ROLLS 
(For non-payment of 1980 dues) 

3510 Alden, PhilipS., 28 Fernview Ave., Apt. 9, North Andover, MA 01845 
2730 Allen, D . J. (Del), l6520--79A Ave., Edmonton, Alta. T5P 4CS 
3584 Atkins, James, 13SS Lawson Ave., West Vancouver, B.C. V7T 2E6 
3771 Aubrey, Joseph M., Box 117, Parson, B.C. VOA ILO 
3902 Baird, James G. , 7 Hendrie La., Riverside, CT 06878 
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3736 
2645 
2538 
2293 

3296 
3788 
3261 
3253 
2813 
3618 
3482 
1862 
3603 
3191 
3598 
3909 
3819 
2126 
3800 
3427 
2668 
3263 
3914 
1906 
3734 
3005 
3766 
3346 
3470 
3513 
3707 
2078 
2207 
3939 
3466 
2587 
3929 
3665 
27.59 
1429 
2821 
3024 
3663 
3392 
3941 
13.50 
3381 
3862 
2761 
3240 
3860 
3659 
390.5 
3216 
3446 
3688 
3083 
2288 
3708 
3062 
149.5 
3328 
s 

Blood, John M., 380 High St., Holyoke, MA 01040 
Brandsen, Wayne E ., P.O. Box 670, Hamilton, Bermuda 
Brown, James, 1027 Sydeoham Road, Calgary, Alta. T2TOT3 
Chapman, Sidney Ernest, "Thatch Cottage", Upton HlU, Upton St. Leonards, 
Oloucestershlre, England GL4 8DA 
Cherns, Larry J., 6 Arvooa Dr., St. Catharines, Ont. L2T 314 
Desaulniers, Louis W., C.P. 280, Dorion, VaudreuU, Que. J7V 716 
Elliott, Keith S., 2971 Earls Ct., Abbotsford, B.C. V2S 4J4 
Fealher, John, Stayner, Ont. LOM ISO 
Franklin, Dr. Alexander, 168 Oakwood Ave., Toronto, Ont. M6E 2T9 
Geyer, Elmer Wllllam, 19171 Mansfield, Detroit , M£ 48235 
Greenley, W. 0., 56 Maple Ave. N., Smiths Falls, Ont. K7A 2AS 
Grenier, Maj. Ouy, 48 Les Chenaux, Vaudreuil, Que. J7V 103 
Hasbey, David T., 339 St. John St., Fredericton, N .B. E3C 4BS 
Hay, Ralph C., 421 Graham St., Helena, MT 59601 
Hoffman, Gerald L., P.O. Box 101, Lake- Forest, IL 6004S 
Helherington, Albert E., 77 Markland St., Hamilton, Ont. L8P 218 
Hudson, Anthony, 24, Lydate Rd., Halesowen, West Midlands, England B62 ODW 
lchlda, Dr. Solcbl, SOl , 23-1-4, Sbibuya Ku, Tokyo, J apan 
Isbrucker, Mike P., 123 Chrtwell Cr., Beaconsfield, Que. H9W 1C2 
Jarville, Gordon H., 1650 E. Hastlnas St., Vancouver, B.C. VSL 156 
Jean, Roger, 64 Alme Sequin, Laval, Que. H7M IB2 
J enkins, Sydney S., 8219 Coleman St., S.S. No. I, Mission, B.C. V2V SV6 
Johnston, Dr. John L., P.O. Box 1198, Wolfville, N .S. BOP tXO 
Kilman, Dr. Muray, 421S Camble St., Vancouver, B.C. VSZ 2Y3 
Kudlsh, Dr. Harold 0., 10460 Char!ng Cross Rd., Los Angeles, CA 90024 
Kuttner, William R., 3535 Chevy Chase Lake Dr., Chevy Chase, MD 2001.5 
Lane, Stuart, 2993 S.W. Marine Dr., Vancouver, B.C. V6N 3Y2 
Lefebvre, Gerald, 212.5 St. Marc St., Apt. 1613, Montreal, Que. H3H 208 
Low, David J., P.O. Box 1791, Winnipeg, Man. R3C 3Rt 
Lublnsld, Miecz.yslaw, 8 Attercllfl' Ct., Rexdale, Ont. M9V 1H7 
Lundy, James B., 3049 Oleocrest Rd., Apt. 28, Burlington, Ont. L7N 3KI 
Lynch, 0. E., 3130 West Silverleaf Ave., Springfield, MO 65807 
Macmorine, David R. L., 176 Donnelly Dr., Mississauga, Ont. LSO 2M4 
Maly, Paul L., Box 25, R.R. No. 3, Belleville, Ont. K8N 4Z3 
Marshall, Christina B., 1828 Gerrard St. E., Toronto, Oot. M4L 2B4 
Martin, R . Thomas, 1012 Tindalaya Dr., Lansing, Ml 48917 
McCallum, John 0., 101 ArkeU St., Hamilton, Ont. LSS IN6 
McLaren, Scott, 1.567 Sedlescomb Dr., Mississauga, Ont. L4X 1MS 
McSweeny, George, 941 Hay Ct., Sarnfa, Ont. N7S 306 
Michael, A. L., Stanley Gibbons Ltd., 391 Strand, London, W.C.2, England 
Miess, Robert B., 19 Spied St., LennoxvU!e, Que. JIM IS2 
Myers, John H., 69 Orand St., Middletown, cr 06457 
Peroff, Dr. John, Sliver Lady Lane, North Bay, Ont. 
Pearce, Wllllam D., 1097 Allard Ave., Verdun, Que. H4H 2C7 
Pelehos, Anthony J., Box 174, Prescott, Ont. KOB ITO 
Perkins, Thomas J., .5100 Klrk La., Apt. 3, San Pablo, CA 94806 
Perry, Edward J., 69 Clelland Cr. S.E., Medicine Hat, Alta. TID IM8 
Ramsay, Dr. Donald R., P.O. Box 1480, Fort St. James, B.C. VOJ !PO 
Saunders, Roy, 146 Memorial Dr., Gander, Nfld. AIV lAS 
Scarowski, Issie, 416 Tweedsmuir Ave., Ottawa, Ont. KIZ SNS 
Seward, Anlhony W., 51 Norton Ave., Willowdale, Ont. M2N 4A2 
Seymour, Brlc 0., 3-273 Phillips St., Kingston, Oot. K7K 3A3 
Sbyba, Walter, 36 Westover Dr., Calaary, Alta. T3C 2S4 
Tanner, Dr. Aubrey 0., 39 Donjek Rd., Wbite,borse, Yukon YlA 3Rt 
Thatcher, John V. H., P.O. Box 4064, Lusaka, Zambia 
Twan, Lyle D., P .O. Box 78, L\lmby, B.C. V~ 2GO 
Walnberg, Dr. Allen S., S84S Cote des Neiges, Apt, 300, Montreal, Que. HJS IZ4 
Winter, Charles W., P.O. Box 1162, Los Altos, CA 94022 
Wiseman, James P., 2063 Borden Ave., Petawawa, Ont. K8H 2T7 
Wolke, Mervin E., 516 E. 84lh St., No. 4W, New York, NY 10028 
Wright, Gerald B., Bo-x 24, Sharon, Ont. LOG IVO 
Yow, Lee R., 1332 Sherbrooke Ave., Kamloops, B.C. V2B IW9 
Scott Publisblna Co., Catalogue Editor, 3 E . 57th St., New York, NY 10022 

RETURNED MAIL 
(Information to correct address is needed - this Is lhe address of present record) 

(ln parcnlheses after address is the Post Office remark- reason for return) 
3346 Lefebvre, Gerald, 2125 St. Marc St., Apt. 1613, Montreal, Que. H3H 208 (Moved) 
2176 Sangulnetti, Haughton E., 1960 Union St., Unit No. 10, Clearwater, FL 33.51.5 

(moved, not forwardable) 
2126 lchlda, Dr. Soichl, SOl 23-1-4 Shibuya Ku, Tokyo, Japan (retour, addresse lnsuftisante) 
2681 Large, Walter S., 272 Malo St., Winnipeg, Man. R3C IA9 (vacant) 
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WANTED IMMEDIATELY 

All of the following items for an immediate cash settlement 
at very generous prices: 

1) Stamp collections of any country (especially internationals 
and globals). · 

2) Postal history (covers) of the world pre-1900. Anything 
and everything wanted in early Canada. 

3) large post card collections (pre-1925 vintage). 

If you have anything described above please contact us im
mediately or ship to our store registered mail. Larger lots 
preferred please. 

WE OFFER: 

1) A very large retail store well stocked with BNA material. 

2) Regular mail auctions. 

3) Mail order and want list service for B.N.A., U.S. and G.B. 
Stamps and Covers. 

- PLEASE VISIT US SOON 

Ameri-Can Stamp Studio 
6048 YONGE STREET 

WILLOWDALE, ONTARIO M2M 3W5 

TELEPHONE (416) 226-2622 

HOURS: 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., Monday-Saturday 

OWNER: SAM CASUCCIO 
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B.N.A. COVERS 

We always have over 5,000 B.N.A. covers in stock 

Selections gladly sent B.N.A.P.S members 

on approval 
. ' 

NEW ENGLAND STAMP COMPANY 
BNAPS Established 1893 ASDA 

643 FIFTH AVENUE SOUTH 

NAPLES, FLORIDA, U.S.A. 33940 

CANADIAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
OF GREAT BRITAIN 

Membership Secretary: 

DAVID SESSIONS 
3 langfield Close, Henbury, Bristol BS10 7ND England 

For all aspects of B.N.A. PHILATELY: 'MAPLE LEAVES' 

£4.00 PER YEAR 

Published five times per year 

• WRITE fOR SI'!CIMEN COI'Y • 
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PERFIN COLUMN No. 7 
by MICHAEL DICKETTS 

A report by Gary Tomasson on New York 
Life's usage in Vancouver (Topics Novem
ber/December, 1979) indicates that N.10e 
was in use after 1932. Tomasson tells me 
he owns examples on #236 and #288, and 
a cover bearing the return address New York 
Life Insurance Co., British Columbia Branch 
Life Insurance Company, British Columbia 
Branch Office, 1211 Vancouver Block, Van
couver, B.C. with #254, dated October 31, 
1947. Perhaps others can confirm usage on 
stamps between 1932 and 1947. 

A further addition to Admiral usage on 
N.10d is Tomasson's note that his collec
tion includes two examples on # 107. Thus 
we now know that scarce usage by the com
pany in 1916 and 1922 preceded the more 
common period beginning in 1937. Can 
anyone close the gap or suggest why there 
might be a break in use of this perforator? 

• • • 
Dave Hanes has written about two 

projects he's undertakinng. The first con
cerns a checklist of stamps punched by 
Newfoundland's six identified users. Hanes 
would like to hear from anyone who can 
supply him with listings of A.4, A.8, A.9, 
C.ll, C.38 and G.4. When writing be sure 
to indicate the Scott or Canada Specialized 
catalogue numbers. His address is 1~6 
School Street, Suite 20, Borden, Ontar1o 
LOM 1CO. 

Perfins on the Bluenose? Yes there are 
examples known and Hanes is trying to 
find out how many different companies 
punched their initials on this famous stamp. 
So far he knows of C.33 and S.l 0 but we 
both bet there are more. 

• • • 
As some of my readers know, there's 

been an unfortunate mis-assignment of cata
logue numbers to recently discovered de
signs. 

Column No. 6 (March/ April, 1980) as
signed M.25 to design MG- Max Grab 
Fashion Co., of New York. This is incor
rect and should now be identified as M. 26, 
due to the allocation of M.25 to another 
new design as described in the BN A Per-
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/orator. It seems that the latter publication 
appeared in print before my column was 
published. Please correct your records and 
accept my apologies for the mix-up. 

• • • 
Those of you who have seen the prices 

realized of the recent Perfin Club auction 
will have noted that Canadian material sold 
for top prices and well exceeded amounts 
paid for material from other countries. 

Examples of high rarity factor such as 
A.6, N.ll and S.14 went for $25, $22 and 
$16.50 respectively. 

Altogether five Canadian perfins went for 
over twenty dollars each, an indication of 
the strong competition among collectors for 
elusive items. I also hear that a fine illus
trated cover of W. J. Gage was sold for 
$200 in the last few months. 

One more sign of greater popularity for 
perfin material was the price paid at the 
Maresch auction in April for Bob Wool
ley's collection of stamps and covers. Both 
lots must be considered major reference col
lections and the prices paid reflect this fact. 
I understand they went to the same buyer. 
Should he read this I would ask that be 
contact me, as there are a number of prob
lem areas to which the collection holds the 
answer. 

• • • 
With nothing left in my notes for a 

future column please write to me at 61 Al
wington Ave., Kingston, Ontario K7L 4R4, 
with any items of interest. 

To give you something to work on how 
about someone with access to old Winnipeg 
city directories, available at the public and 
university libraries, coming up with the 
suggested name of the user of C.24? 



CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 
RATES: 15 cenll per word per Insertion, payable with copy in advance. Copy for classified 

advertisements should be sent to Dr. Groten, Box 30, Fishkill, N.Y. 12524, U.S.A. 

The Editorial Boord of INAPS Topics r"erve the right to accept or reject 
any aubmiHed advertisement based upon Its own consideration at the 
time of submission. 

FOR SALE 

POSTCARD5-Neudin 1980 France/International 
Catalogue, .500 pp., 40,000 prices, 3~ illus., 
1,000 addresses $18.50 plus $1.00 shipping. 
D. Anderson, 3070 Le Boulevard, Montreal 
H3Y 1R7. 

WANTED 

STAMPLESS- first circular small spilt ring 1829-
1849 following marks Baye St Antoine, Bolton, 
Chambly, Hately, Isle au Noix, Point Olivier, 
St-Eustache, St-Denis, St-Hilaire, Ste-Morie, 
Shefford, William Henry, Yamaska. Guy des 
Rlvi.res, Q.C., 71 rue St-Pierre, Que. G1K 4A4. 

LARGE DOUBLE RING - 1832-1851 Beauharnois, 
Brome Cocona, Carleton (Bale des Chaleurs), 
Cowansville, GasP' Basin, Grondinu, Kamour
aska, La Beauce, lacolle, longueull, Mas
klnonge, Metis, Portneuf, Ste-Genlhe, St
Roch I' Achigan, Shefford, Sutton, Waterloo. 
Guy des Riv .. res, Q.C., 71 rue St-Pierre, Que. 
G1K 4A4. 

PRE-1900 DATES on stamp or cover of these 
British Columbia towns; Milstream, Okanagan 
Falls,Okanagon landing, OHer Point, Oyster 
Harbovr,Paliser, Paterson, Peachland, Phoenix, 
Port Kusam, Priest' s Valley, Quathiaski Cove, 
Riverside, Royal Oak. Write J . A. Pike, 5805 
Balsam St., Apt. 801, Vancouver, B.C. V6M 4B8. 

CANADA FOR SALE 

MODERN MINT CANADA- sent against your 
want list on approval. Older, mint and used, 
issues also available. References please. Malta
tuck Philatelics, P.O. Box 550, Barberton, Ohio 
44203 U.S.A. 

I U Y, S E L L, E X C H A N G E 

CANADIAN POSTAL STATIONERY- wanted to 
buy or trade, Including special order en· 
velopes, railway express cards and precan
celled cards. Dick Stoecker, 384 Regal Drive, 
london, Ont. N5Y 1J7. 

1935 Sll VER JUBILEES 

COMPLETE SETS 
Mint. N.H. H. Used. F. Vf 

FREE Price l ist 

Stamped SAE # 10 Envelope Please 

B&J STAMP CO. 
P.O. SOX 27611, SAN FRANCISCO CA 94127 

TOPICS 

NEEDS 

MORE LETTERS 

COMMENTS 

MANUSCRIPTS 

ETC. 
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~ (~:!} The RPO Cowcatcher 
lewis M.-ludlow 

Gamlen Far East, No. 303, No. 1 Iwata Bldg. 
10.18 Higashi ·Gotanda 5-chome, Shinagawa-ku, Tokyo 141 , Japan 

By the time this Cowcatcher appears, 
BNAPEX-80 in Texas will be history. Dave 
McKain is the program chairman for the 
planned two hour R.P.O. Study Group 
meeting, and knowing what he has set for 
the program gives me sincere regret that 
Mac and I will be unable to attend; bow
ever, we will be at Ottawa next year to 
renew old friendships. With Jim Lehr 
assuming the Presidency of the Society, he 
has asked Dave McKain to take over the 
production of the newsletter for the next 
twelve months. As of this writing, Jim will 
keep his position as Secretary of the R.P.O. 
Study Group, and anyone interested in 
membership should contact Jim Lehr, 2918 
Cbesire Road, Devon, Wilmington, Dela
ware 19810; however, anyone having con
tributions for the R.P.O. Newsletter, effec
tive immediately should send their copy to 
David McKain, S Meadowcrest, Parkers
burg, West Virginia 26101. 

One of the subjects for the meeting in 
Texas is the status of the new R.P.O. cata
logue. At this time (early September), all 
of the data bas been collected and over 
SO% of the typing has been completed. 
We are hoping to have finished copy at 
BNAPEX-80, but right now it looks dicey. 
At the very least, we should have a mock
up available for discussion among our 
members. We are getting close! 

Response 

Figure I 
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Our search for the bottom half of R-177A 
WINDSOR & ANNAPOLIS RAILWAY 
1?????, put forth in the March-April issue 
of Topics, has met with success. E. C. Hod
soil (now Reporter No. 206) has sent us a 
beautiful complete strike on a pair of 3c 
Small Queens (Fig. 1) which identifies the 
bottom of this Type 3 oval as WINDSOR 
JUNC. N.S.; the strike has the same date 
as our own, February 4, 1891, but all ef
forts to match up the two as a large mul
tiple were naught. Our sincere thanks to 
Hodsoll for completing the picture on this 
cancellation; this listing will be moved to the 
Ticket Stamp Section in the new catalogue. 

More Response 

Figure 2 

Our enquiry for Frank Waite in the same 
issue of Topics on N-47, (one hammer or 
two?) brought a half dozen replies, includ
ing one each from Jim Karr and Joe Pur
cell, who both have strikes of N-47, where
in the "E" of NEWF'D is not an "L", as 
with Waite, but is an "E" with the middle 
bar missing; in Fig. 2, we illustrate the 
strike from Purcell. Analysis of these sub
mitted cancellations, plus those previously 
checked, with chordal measurements con
firms that there is only one hammer in
volved in N-47. With this presentation, we 
put this matter to rest. 



New Track 

Figure 3 

Just about the time that you think Frank 
Waite has gone quiescent, he comes up with 
a zinger that shows high level of activity and 
a bloodhound nose. Illustrated in Fig. 3, 
Waite has recently submitted a gorgeous 
ticket stamp strike cancelling a 3c Small 
Queen on cover, posted to North Fairfax. 
Vermont that reads C. BEAUDOIN/ 
SHERBROOKB/CAN ADA/Railway Mail 
Clerk, Type 1M; although the strike is only 
dated AUG 8 East, internal contents con
firm the year as 1886. This is a spectacular 
piece which will be listed in the new Ticket 
Stamp Section. Congratulations, Frank! 

More N ew Track 

Others have also been busy; Bill Rob
inson has discovered a new town for 
N-55A. Although not suitable for photo
graphing, Bit~ put together a CO";'posite of 
two cancellations and came up w1th almost 
a complete strike of NFLD. RY./???7 
?AKB (best estimate); a search of the maps 
and gazetteers would seem to indicate that 
the only possibility is DEER LAKE; how
ever, we need confirmation before listing. 
This strike is dated 1935, month and day 
unknown. Finally, Bill sent a third strike, 
a N-55 type, with LEWISPORTB at the 
bottom; however, the top is missing and we 
don't know if this is NFLD. RY., NF. RY., 
N. RY., NFLD. RAILWAY, N. RAILWAY 
or N. G. RY. Any help from anynone? 

Unique 

The definition of "unique" is "without 

like or equal". In the May-June issue of 
Topics, we illustrated a strike of our 
Q-226A, QUEBEC & RICHMON~ M.<;. 
No. 4, dated June 20, 1871. Earlier th1s 
fall Bob Lee began presenting through pri
vate treaty and auction the Don Bowen 
Small Queen R.P.O. Collection, a simply 
splendid collection of significant propor
tions and completeness, one of the best that 
we have seen since the Whitehead and Stein
hart collections went on the market. Nestled 
there in one of Lee's private treaty offerings 
was the second known strike, partial, of 
Q-226A, dated June 19, 1871; so, our can
cellation is no longer "unique". This strike 
from Bowen is quite faint and does not 
lend itself well for photographing. 

A Rare R.P.O . 

Figure 4 

Although not unique, one of our very 
rare R.P.O.s is 0-19A, BLACKWATER & 
MID. M.C./No., Type 9A. Although only 
one strike was recorded in our sample in
ventory, two have now been authenticated. 
Warren Bosch has the latest reported date, 
December 2, 18'9', probably 1890, but pos
sibly 1889. We are pleased to illustrate here
with, Fig. 4, the earliest known date, Octo
ber 19, 1889, a beautiful complete strike 
s.o.n. on a 3c Smal Queen, from the Shaw 
Collection. This was cancelled by a con
scientious clerk. 

Another Unique R.P.O .? 

The last time we called a cancellation 
''unique" it brought another of like kind to 
the surface; let's see if we can do it again. 
Illustrated in Fig. 5, is R-108F, P .B.I. RY./ 
FREETOWN, Type IE, on a 2c red Vic-
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Figure 5 

toria Numer- 1, dated October 9, 1902, from 
our own collection. The photograph shows 
the entire item, struck on piece; what a 
shame to have taken this from the full 
cover! 

1. R-6, B. & L.H., Type 4D 

Are Backstamps Collectible? 
You better believe they are!!! It should 

be recognized that in the collecting of 
R.P.O.s, these cancellations came into being 
from two major sources. First was the 
pickup of mail between major post offices 
on the railway line; normal letters pro
cessed in the railway mail car, and can
celled with the R.P.O. on the stamp. Second, 
however, and equally important, was on 
registered mail. Regulations specified that 
registered mail traveled through the railway 
system, individual clerks responsible fre
quently stamped the piece with their R.P.O., 
and invariably these are found as back
stamps on the registered letters. Some· of 
the very rare R.P.O.s are known only u~der 
these conditions. For example, considt.r "thct 
reverse side of the registered cover illus! 
trated in Fig. 6, this cover having been 
posted from DRUMBO, U.C., for E8$t· 
wood, Ontario, on August 21, 1875, under 
postage of 3c+2c Small Queens to make 
the registered rate. As backstamps, there 
are five different R.P.O.s, all indeed scarce 
to rare: 

2. R-120, REGISTERED I B. & L.H.R. 

WEST, August 21, 1875 

Two Strikes 

3. R-55, G.W.R. I ACCOMDn 

4. R-55, G.W.R. I ACCOMDn 

5. R-127, REGISTERED I G.W. ACCOMDn 

. Backstamps ARE collectible!!!! 

Figure 6 
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WEST, August 21, 1875 

EAST, August 23, 1875 

Four Strikes 



ARE YOU A PASSIONATE PHILATELIST? 

Most of our customers are passionate about philately. Some are just begin

ning to collect, some are very advanced specialists. All seem to benefit from the 

relaxation and fun that comes with the hobby. Our staff at 43 Adelaide Street are 

avid collectors. They understand a philatelist's concerns and wish to help. Our 

shop has become a friendly haven for most of the serious collectors who live 

near Toronto. Many from far away make a point of dropping In to see us when 

they pass through the city. Most find something they need, and they keep coming 

back, so we must be doing something right. 

The store contains a vast range of stamps and postal history material, 

especially British North America, but with. a surprising range of out of the way 

Items from all over the world. The stock of covers and cancellations is certainly 

the finest in Canada. Single stamps and sets are of course available. Our scope 

Is wide, including postage stamps, postal history, stationery, revenues, essays 

and proofs. We sell over a million dollars worth a year and clearly this must 

be replaced. Our staff will pay top prices with immediate payment or we may 

be able to place your surplus material to best advantage using our private treaty 

facilities. 

Whether buying, selling or just thinking about philately please look in when 

you are in Toronto. We fully understand that not everyone can come in person 

and we have made hundreds of friends through the mail. Please let us know your 

collecting interests. 

" IN THE 1980'S EVERYONE NEEDS A HOBBY!" 

JIM A. HENNOK LTD. 
43 Adelaide East 
Toronto, Ontario 

Canada MSC 1J4 
Tel. {416) 363-7757 
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Letters & Announcements 
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'NO~~ 
Unusual Cancellation 

The unusual cancelling device illustrated 
will interest readers. The cover, delivered 
to a Kingston, Ontario address is not phil
atelic in origin. 

As readers may be aware, the 5th Inter
national Commonwealth Study Conference 
was held in Canada with opening sessions 
in Kingston during May, at Queen's Uni
versity. H.R.H. the Duke of Edinburgh, as 
patron, attended the first sessions. 

Parliament 17c 
Again Art Kollmann comes up with a 

most interesting new find. Although the 
regular ,17c green Parliament has been re
ported with a number of varieties, some 
constant, this one is certainly' different. 

The entire stamp design appears in al
bino print impressed 3mm below the ac
tual design. The value 17 and at the bot
tom Canada are clear impressions in al
bino, there is no green ink but the imprint. 
The possibility exists that something went 
wrong with the printing machine, that the 
printing cylinder was dry (without ink) 
and then printed. Alternatively, this sheet 
could have come from an initial start when 
the machine was set up. The sheet should 
have been rejected. · 

The entire sheet, to make it worse, is 
badly off centre perforated, but since the 
perforations are made after the printing, 
this cannot be the cause of the albino print. 
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A temporary post office was established 
in Victoria Hall, Queen's University, during 
the period May 16-21, and all mail handled 
received the special Conference handstamp 
before being sent to the main post office 
and placed in the regular mail stream. I 
was told that the device used was a rubber 
handstamp, subsequently destroyed, and 
that the symbolism incorporated the wheels 
of industry and the sun's rays. 

- Michael Dicketts 

Albino prints on Canadian stamps are 
known on other issues. 

- Hans Reiche 

It Was 1898 

In my article in Topics, July-Aug., I 
made the same error twice, saying that 
Postmaster General Sir William Mulock 
established in 1893 a three cent rate to 
Great Britain. In fact, Mulock did not 
become P.M.G. until 1898. That was when 
be established the lower rate, as is men
tioned in the same article in connection 
with the rest of the British Empire. 

This seems to be my year for making 
mistakes. My apologies to readers. 

-Max Rosenthal 



Topics last issue carried an announce
ment that BNAPS Edmonton group had 
acquired a railway mail car which was to 

An Earlier Carrier Mark 
After reading Charles P. de Volpi's art

icles on Carrier Letters in July-August 
Topics, I thought I should describe a cover 
I have which pre-dates Mr. de Volpi's earli
est Carrier Mark. 

On the face is a clear broken circle 
postal strike of Burrard Inlet, B.C. Au 11 
73, Back stamps are New Westminster, 
Brit. Col. Au II 73, Victoria, Brit. Col. 

" 

"" -' 

be refurbished. Now Andrew Mills sends 
this photograph of his project, CP 3622. 

Au 13 73, Windsor, Ont. Au 26 73, and 
Montreal, Que. Au 28 73. Also there are 
two carrier marks 2 AUG 28 and 11 
AUG 30. 

It would appear that these ca.rrier marks 
were used before free carrier delivery 
started in Montreal on Oct. 1, 1874, as 
well as afterwards. Would appreciate com
ments on this. 

- J.A.Pike 
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Letters exchanged via England between 
British North America and France, 1844-75 

Some further observations 
by MAGGIE TOMS 

Since Mr. W. E. Lea's letter (Topics, 
Vol. 37, No. 4) first came to my attention, 
I have been working on the problem of 
Figure 24 (Topics Vol. 37, No. 2) of the 
article in question. Although I have been 
unsuccessful so far in obtaining informa
tion as to the correct rate for this cover, 
some points may be clarified. 

First, I would state that Mr. Lea's criti
cism of my handling of Figure 24 is justi
fied. I had no assurance that the postage 
on this cover was the correct rate, and 
should not have assumed this to be the 
case. Also, in adopting an approach to 
this cover, which under the circumstances 
seemed a valid one, I should have "sent" 
the letter to England at the usual 6d Ster
ling rate, and then applied the convention 
rate for a registered letter from Great 
Britain to France. This would result in a 
rate of 6d plus 8d or 1 shilling 2d. As the 
value of the postage stamps on the cover 
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is only l shilling ld, this is probably the 
wrong approach. 

Under the 1843 Anglo-French Postal 
Convention, registered letters to France had 
to be prepaid, and the rate was calculated 
by adding the combined postage of both 
countries. On letters from British North 
America, the rate in 1855 was 1 shilling 
9d for a single letter via Halifax. The Brit
ish charge was I shiiJing 4d, that is, the 
ordinary 6d rate for a ~ oz. letter to Eng
land, plus the convention rate of IOd for 
a 1/.1 oz. letter to France. 

The French charge was 5 decimes, or 5d. 
If this same method of calculation was 
adopted for the new 1856 convention rates, 
the British charge would be 6d plus 4d, 
(IOd), and the French charge 25 centimes 
or 2~d for a total rate of I shilling 
lh penny. This would explain the postage 
on the cover, Figure 24, but I have no 
knowledge that this was either the correct 



rate or the proper procedure. 
Although the 1856 Anglo-French Postal 

Convention provided for the exchange of 
registered letters between Great Britain and 
France, and the postage was to be double 
that of ordinary letters, apparently this 
rate did not apply in Canada until a later 
date. Early in 1857 the P.M.G. in a letter 
to the Colonial Office proposed an arrange
ment for the registration of letters to, from 
or through the United Kingdom. I have 
not seen this letter, but evidently copies 
were sent to some of the British Colonies, 
including Canada. It would seem that these 
Colonies were invited to participate in this 
arangement by adopting corresponding 
registry fees to the ones proposed by the 
G.P.O. for Great Britain. 

The letter included a list of Colonies and 
and countries to which registered letters 
could be sent from the United Kingdom, 
and the amount of fee chargeable in each 
case for the registration from the United 
Ki11gdom 011ly. 

Evidently during 1857 the necessary 
agreements were forthcoming, and by 
December the G.P.O. was ready to proceed 
with the arangement. The Secretary of 
State for the Colonies was informed that 
the registry fees previously agreed upon 
would come into effect in Great Britain on 
January I, 1858. Later on in January a 
circular from the G.P.O. was sent out to the 
Colonies informing them of this fact, and 
requesting that the necessary steps be 
taken by their departments to put into 
operation the corresponding registry fees. 
Canada evidently never received this cir
cular, and it was not until snags developed 
in the system that the G.P.O. became aware 
of the fact. Early in 1859 a duplicate cir
cular was sent, and the registry fees came 
into effect in Canada on April I, 1859. 

This information explains the confusion 
of dates. 

In the first instalment of this article, 
(Topics Vol. 36, No. 5), I indicated that I 
had not seen an unpaid letter from France 
to British North America during the time 
of the 1843 Anglo-French Postal Conven
tion. I have now seen such a letter but it 
was posted in 1855, after Great Britain had 
adopted the V.. oz. scale for single etters 
exchanged with France. The cover illus
strated is a companion cover to Figure 13 
(Topics Vol. 37, No. l). Although there is 
not one clear postmark on this cover, a 

date of No 9, 1855, can be determined 
from the transit marks. 

As the postage was collected in Canada. 
the rate charged should have been the 
same as the rate charged for a prepaid 
letter from Canada to France- that is 
2!7d stg. for a double letter. However it 
was not. This letter was charged 2/ 10d stg. 
or 3/6d cy. This was the convention rate 
for a letter over 7112 but under 15 grams 
whe nthe postage was collected in France 
that is to say prepaid from France and un
paid to France. This cover carries a hand
stamp, struck in red, of two crossed lines 
enclosed in a circle, similar to the hand
stamp seen in Figure 38 (Topics Vol. 37, 
No. 4). I have lately learned that this is 
an Inspector's stamp. 

In regard to British North America, there 
appears to have been considerable misun
derstanding or difference of opinion at the 
Foreign Office in London concerning inter
pretation of the procedures and rates used 
in both the 1843 and 1856 Anglo-French 
Postal Conventions. There was even greater 
confusion in the Provincial Post Offices of 
British North America. In October 1854, 
Mr. Griffin, Secretary of the Post Office in 
Canada, in a letter to Mr. King, Assistant 
Postmaster General of the United States, 
made the following remarks: "May I ob
serve that the correspondence of Canada 
with France suffers a higher transit charge 
for conveyance through England, than that 
you allude to as complained of by your 
Department, the mere transit rate paid to 
England on Canada letters being 1/6d stg. 
equal to 36 cents, on each letter under 
'h oz. in weight - and this is in addition 
to the packet or sea rate". 

From the Colonial point of view, this 
was a reasonable statement of the facts. 
The total British charge on a 112 oz. letter 
to France was 2 shillings. As the packet 
rate to England was made up of a sea rate 
of 4d plus inland postage to 6d, the re
mainder of the British charge was consid
ered transit postage. 

GET TOGETHER 
AND FORM 

A REGIONAL GROUP 
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I would like to try and re-evaluate Fig

ures 33, 34, 35 and 42, illustrated in Topics 
Vol. 37, No. 4. 

This is in relation to the British rate 
mark one shilling seen on Figures 33, 34 
and 42, and the British rate mark two shll· 
lings seen on Figure 35. Originally I 
thought that the one shilling signified double 
British postage, or 6d postage plus 6d 
~e. However after acquiring the cover, 
F1gure 35, I had my doubts about this. And 
when Figure 42 came to band, I realized 
that the one shilling rate mark must have 
a different significance. By 1871, the date 
of cover Figure 42, one shilling was no 
lon~er double British postage, the rate 
havmg been reduced between the United 
Kingdo~ and Canada. After thinking 
about th1s problem for quite a while, it oc
curred to me that there is an explanation 
which might possibly be the correct one. 

According to the British Treasury War
rant of December 20, 1856, unpaid letters 
to or from France and Great Britain were 
to be charged double postage at the prepaid 
rate. In 1859, after the introduction by 
Great Britain of prepayment of packet 
postage, this also applied to unpaid letters 
from France to Canada. The prepaid rate 

to Canada was 8 decimes for a single letter, 
and this rate was operative from France 
until sometime after the Franco-German 
War. At double postage this would amount 
to 16 decimes or 1 shilling 4d stg. It could 
be that the one shilling British rate mark 
signified the prepaid rate of 8 decimes or 
Sd, plus a half fine of 4d. This would agree 
with a similar procedure that was used by 
Great Britain in rating unpaid letters from 
the United Kingdom to Canada. This ex
planation, I thl.nk, fits the United Kingdom 
to Canada. This explanation, I trunk, fits 
the three 1867 covers and also the 1871 
cover. The only difference between them is 
that the weight for a single letter from 
France bad changed in 1870 from 7~ 
grams to 10 grams. 

NOTE: We have received a letter strongly 
supporting the research work done by 
Maggie Toms in her series of articles. The 
anonymous letter condemns the writer of 
another letter published in Topics critical 
of certain facts given by the author. If the 
critic will identify him or herself and give 
permission in writing to have the letter 
published, we will recognize anonymity. 

Ed. 

TOPICS NEEDS O RIGINAL MATERIAL 

FOR PUBLICATION 
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A Final Word on Bobcaygeon 

by GRAHAM J. NOBLE 

Since the final draft for my articles on 
Bobcaygeon was completed in September 
1978 some new data has come to light 
which expands the periods of hammer usage 
and confirms the existence of an additional 
hammer. The revised and amended list ap
pears below. 

The 1893 chart of hammer usage repro
duced very poorly and has been redrawn 
and updated. 

Hammer I (Illus.: Fig. 1) 
E: April 1 1853 L: Dec 19 1863 

Hammer lA (lllus.: Fig. 2) 
This split circle hammer with U.C. at 

the base was suggested in Campbell and 
Konwiser (Serial No. 722) however the 
authors did not make a very clear distinc
tion between hammer types and no ex
amples had shown up. A recent discovery 
confirms its existence and completes the 
Bobcaygeon hammer chronology. 

E: Oct 17 1865 

Hammer n (lllus.: Fig. 3) 
E: Oct 1873 L: March 1878 

Hammer Ill (c.d.s.) 
E: 1885 L: Dec 24 1902 

Hall\mer IV (Squared Circle) 
Proofed: Nov 28 1893 

State 1- E: Dec 13 1893 
L: Jan 20 1909 

Staten- i- (ca. 1952, 'a few days') 
ii - Jun 26 1959 TM: AM 
iii - (Spring 1960- one day) 
iv- Dec 8-14 1960 

TM: AM-Dec 14 
PM: Dec 8-13 

v - Feb 13 1961 TM: AM 

Hammer V (split circle with M.O.) 
E: May 1895 L: Nov 28 1899 

Hammer VI (lllus.: Fig. 4) 
E: Sept 18 1903 L: Jy 21 1924 

Hammer VD (Dius.: Fig. 5) 
E: July 25 1928 L: Sept 6 1950 

Hammer Vlll (IJlus.: Fig. 6) 
Proofed: July 8 1952 
i- E: Aug 26 1952 L: Nov 7 1960 
ii - E: Dec 17 1960 L: Dec 30 1960 

I noted earlier that no strikes bad been 
recorded from the much repaired Hammer 
VIII after the Dec 8-14 usage of the cut
down squared circle.l Paul Grimm has sub
sequently uncovered two examples which 
confirms this use. This discovery augurs 
well for the possibility of uncovering other 
examples of the second state squared circle 
in 1952, 1959 and 1960. 

Hammer IX 
E: Jan 31 1961 L: in use 1980 

Corrigenda- 'Fig. 12' from Topics Jan
Feb 1980 p. 56. Hammer IV should 

read Hammer IX. 

Notes: 
I Topics Mar-Apr 1980, 16-17. 

SPECIALIZED CANADA 
With strength in Canadian Cancels 

GREENWOOD STAMP CO. 
TEL. 1-613/257-!1453 

216 MAILEY OR. 

CARLETON PLACE, ONT. K7C 3X9 

LITERATURE 
NEW BOOKS AND OLD TITLES 

If we haven't got what you want 
we'll make every effort to got It 

Philately in Print 
Box 72, Station A 

Toronto, Ontario MSW 1X4 
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Figure 1 

Figure 2 
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BOBCAYGEON ONT. HAMMER USAGE 
1893- 1909 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

1893 DDDDDDDDDDDC 
1894 DDCDCCDDDCCD 
1895 DDCC~DDCCCCD 
1896 DCCDDDCUDDD~ 
1897 DDCDDDC§U§~C 
1898 cccc~u~~cooo · 
1899 C~C§CD~CDC~D 
1900 UDDCDDDDDCDD 
1901 CDDDDSDCDDDD 
1902 DDDCDDCDDDDS 
1903 CCDDDDDC~CCD 
1904 CCCCDDDITIIJDDD~ 
1905 DDCCDDDDDDCC 
1906 DDDDITIIJDC~DDITIIJD 
1907 DCITIIJITIIJCC~C~~DD 
1908 DCCDDDC~DDDITIIJ 
1909 DDDITIIJDITIIJDDDDITIIJ 
KEYS E:::j ~ 

HAMMER Ill E:j HAMMER V ~ : 

HAMMER IV c HA~MER VI [OJ 
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BRITISH 
EMPIRE 

and 
BNA 

We carry one of the largest 
stocks including specialists 
material. Want lists a c
cepted . Why not drop us a 
line. 

Peter Singer 
P.O. Box 67548, Station "0 " 

Vancouver, B.C., Canada 
V5W3T9 

Me mbers: A.S.D.A., B.P .A., 
P.T.S., e tc. 

COVERS 
AND 

STAMPS 
Free Price List 

CANADA AND 
PROVINCES 

J. C. MICHAUD 
P.O. BOX 5176 - ARMDALE, N.S. B3L 4M7 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 

CANADIAN 
REVENUES 

100 Different Canadian Revenues $15.00 
Want Lists invited 

Regular Mallsales and Newsletters 
16 page Illustrated Canada 

Revenue Price l ist 25c 

E. S. J. VAN DAM LTD. 
P.O. BOX 300 

BRIDENORTH, ONTARIO, CANADA 
KOL 1HO 
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The First Mails West from Winnipeg 
by MAX RosENTHAL 

Mail delivery in the west in the days of 
the fur trader was a haphazard affair. Let
ters were sent from the east to Grand 
Portage on Lake Superior and handed to 
some fur trader to carry to another fur 
trader at a distant point. Thus delivery 
was by canoe, dog team or by Red River 
cart. When the "Added Territory" to the 
west ~ part of Manitoba the Domin
ion Government developed a system of 
pony express delivery to mail stations. A 
writer of the early 1880s described the 
service: 

'The North-West Territories mail, start
ing once in three weeks, is made up at 
Winnipeg, and consists of a great wagon
load of crowded mail bags, carrying the 
news to the scattered population of the in
terior, who, like Siberian exiles, are pining 
for its tardy arrival. This will cease as 
soon as the railway is expected to reach 
the Rocky Mountains in 1882 or 1883." 

The First Territorial Post Offices 
In 1882 the southern portion of the 

Northwest Territories was divided into four 
smaller territories: Alberta, Assiniboia, 
Athabasca, and Saskatchewan. On Decem
ber 30, 1908 the Saskatchewan Herald 

noted: 
"The Kamsack Times has a description 

of the old mail route between Winnipeg and 
Edmonton. It says the route was established 
about August 1876, and that the contractor 
was James McKay who resided at Silver 
Heights near Fort Garry." 

The first five post offices in the territories 
were opened at th.is time: Edmonton (which 
changed to Fort Saskatchewan in 1878 when 
the present Edmonton opened) and Battle
ford on July 1, and Livingstone, Carlton 
and Shoal Lake on August 1. (Shoal Lake 
went with the "Added Territory" into Mani
toba later.) 

According to the Kamsack Times the 
method of delivery in the winter months 
was by relays of dog teams. There were 
busy men and hard-worked dogs all along 
the 1 ,000-mile route. Sometimes the drivers 
were caught in a storm and found it diffi
cult to find a sheltering bluff for night 
camp; in spring swollen rivers would be a 
barrier; in the faU prairie fires would burn 
up the vegetation so that there would be 
no food for the horses. But the mail driv
ers were trusted men whose ambition was 
to arrive on time. 
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Every 21 days during the winter season, 
almost to the hour, between 2 and 3 p.m., 
the men who garrisoned the old Swan River 
barracks would have their ears alert, and 
their eyes looking down toward Snake 
Creek bottom. Many a bet was passed over 
the mess table on the time "Louis" or "An
toine" would arrive. Sometimes before the 
bet could be closed Louis Laronde or An
toine Genoit could be heard in the distance 
calling to the dogs. At Swan River the 
drivers from east and west met. Usually 
the relay from Winnipeg was in first. 

The winter time was best for getting the 
mail regularly as the delay caused by storms 
did not appear as great as those caused by 
crossing rivers. The mail outfit usually con
sisted of two sleighs, four dogs to each, and 
two drivers. Pemmican was used for feed, 
both for men and dogs. 

One of the fastest trips by dog train over 
this section of the route was made in the 
winter of 1877-78, when the trail was in 
good shape, and they covered 150 miles in 
28 travelling hours. 

When the Winnipeg drivers pulled out 
they got their relief at Shoal Lake, about 
170 miles; the next run was to Fort Pelly 
and the Swan River barracks; from Pelly 
the new drivers took the Touchwood Hills 
trail and exchanged mails with the men 
from Carlton at McKay's Station, Big Quill 
Lake. Another pair of drivers ran between 
Carlton and Battleford; and the last and 
longest run was from Battleford to Edmon
ton. These relay stations were about 170 
miles apart. 

Stagecoaches on the Carlton Trail 
In "Saskatchewan and Its People" (S. J . 

Carke, Regina, 1924), A. C. Paterson of 
South Qu'Appele reminisced: 

"In the fall of 1882 the C.P.R. laid the 
track through to Regina, and the villages 
of Indian Head and Qu'Appelle were each 
nearly the same distance from Fort Qu'Ap
pelle and the Prince Albert trail, so natur
ally a strong rivalry took place for the base 
of supplies for the north country. Qu'Ap
pelle had the advantage of a somewhat 
better road and a few miles nearer and it 
became the distributing point for the No[th. 
Early in '83 a mail contract was awartled 
to Jim McLean, better known at Flatboat 
McLean, who shortly afterward transferred 
the contract to Leeson and Scott, and they 
kept the line in operation until the Regina 
and Long Lake and also the Calgary and 
Edmonton Railways were built." 

All along the trail, according to Pater
son, from Qu'Appelle to Prince Albert and 
on to Edmonton, at intervals of 40 miles, 
road houses were erected with a man in 
charge during the winter months. There 
the stage drivers and their passengers found 
lodgings for the night. In addition to the 
mail sacks carried, a considerable amount 
of express was handled. A four horse team 
was used and frequently two of these teams 
went out; the horses were changed at 40 
mile stations. The wagons used were spe
cially built, with seats for the passengers, 
and space for the mail and express. This 
line, together with all the freight for the 
northern points passing through, made 
Qu'Appelle one of the busiest points on the 
railway. 

JOIN THE SQUARED CIRCLES STUDY GROUP 

Receive the Squared Circles Annex 

For further information write: 

G. F. HANSEN, Annex Editor 
375 JEFFERSON AVENUE 

WINNIPEG, MANITOBA R2V ON4 
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