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GEORGES. WEGG LIMITED 
PH/LA TELISTS 

"STAMPS OF THE WORLD" 

WE BUY AND SELL 

STAMPS - COVERS - POSTCARDS 

ALSO ... 

.... Complete line of Philatelic Supplies and Literature . 

..,.. Private Treaty Services. 

.... Auction Advisory Service. 

.... Auction Placement at No Cost to Customer . 

..,.. ln·Store Specials and "Bargain Boxes". 

.... Regular GM (General Mailings) of Offers to Interest Collectors. 
Ask to be placed on our mailing list. 

.... Want List Service by Mail. 

.... Standing Order New Issue Services. 

.... Over 500 Worldwide Counter Books and Set Books in Our Store 
for Individual Selection . 

..,.. Specialists in B.N.A. and British Commonwealth. 

WHETHER BUYING, SELLING, OR SEEKING INFORMATION AND 

ADVISE, PLEASE CONTACT US FOR ALL YOUR PHILATELIC 

NEEDS. WE WOULD BE PLEASED TO SERVE YOU. 

~eorge ~. Wegg JLtb. 
36 VICTORIA STREET 

TORONTO, CANADA M5C 2N8 

Telephone: ( 416) 363-1596-7 



PUBLIC STAMP AUCTIONS 

Featuring 

CANADA AND B.N .A. 

BRITISH COMMONWEALTH AND FOREIGN 

Next Scheduled Auctions 
January, 1982 - March/April, 1982 

Complimentary Catalogue of our next Auction on request 

Catalogues and Prices Realized $8 per year 
(Ontario residents odd 7% soles tax) 

CONSIGNERS 

Materia l is bei ng accepted at any time for upcoming Auctions. 
We offer moderate size lots, frequent Auctions and a 1 0% 
consigner's commission. Should you hove material for sole, 
please contact us. 

L.C.D. STAMP COMPANY INC. 
Suite 104 (Mezz.) Sheraton Centre Hotel 

100 Richmond Street West 
Toronto, Ontario MSH 3K6 

Phone(416) 862-8183 

.. MEMBER: C.S.D.A.,. A.S.D.A .. . 
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Tl-iE EDITOR'S PAGE 

Wo:Jidn't you know it? The fust issue 
of TOPICS to be ready on time in several years, 
and no way to get it to the members. (No, we 
are not hiding ~ehind the recent mail strike. 
Copies of the July/ August issue were mailed, in 
the USA, on August 1, to the Chairman of the 
Board, the President, and the Chairman of the 
Editorial Board.) 

Insult was added to injury when the strike 
ended. ~irst there was an embargo on third 
class mail. The July/ August copies were fmally 
accepted by the Post Office on August 21, and 
even then it took another week for delivery to 
Ancaster and Dundas- a whole seven (7) miles 
away! 

Because of the strike, we'll give the Post 
Office the benefit of the doubt on the last 
issue. For this and all future issues, though, I 
would like to hear from any readers who think 
their issues take too long to arrive. Drop me a 
card or note, to the address opposite, giving 
your membership number, youJ' city, month of 
the issue, and the EXACT date of its arrival. 
This applies to members overseas as well. 

• • • 
Unfortunately for Editors, a postal strike 

doesn't change deadlines. It just makes it that 
much harder to meet them. Due to the delays 
mentioned above, it is now deadline time for 
tlus issue, before there has been time to get any 
reaction to the last one, which was the ftrst 
issue for the new TOPICS crew. 

There were a few mistakes, we know-and 
these will become fewer- ·but what we would 
really like to know is what you, the member, 
think about TOPICS. Do you like what you 
see? Comments, criticism and suggestions are 
welcome. TOPICS cannot be what you want it 
to be if you don't make your views known. 

• • 
Following the President's column in the 

last issue there was a small ad asking for writers, 
etc. (It is on the last page of this issue.) There 
is a need for people who fit into any of the 
categories listed in the ad, but there is one area 
which is a bit more urgent than the .others. 

by MIKE STREET 

In both issues we've done so far, we've 
had a problem in getting good photographic 
prints from black and white negatives. It is 
very difficult to get the quality required from a 
commercial processor. Any member who has 
an active darkroom and who would be willing 
to help out with a few prints from time to time, 
is asked to contact me as soon as possible. 
The closer you live to Ancaster, the better, but 
beggars cannot (and will not) be choosers. Can 
you help? 

• * * 
Readers will note that this issue is a bit 

shorter than the last one. The main reason for 
this is lack of material- we c.l.llnot print what 
we do not have. We are hard at work building 
up a bank of articles from different sources, 
but other input is needed. 

The common response to a request for a 
contribution to TOPICS is "I'm no good at 
writing articles!" Another response is " I don't 
have anything that people want to read about." 
In some cases, these responses are just excuses, 
but most people who use them really mean 
what they say . 

To those who say that they don't know 
how to write, my reply is "Give me the informa
tion, the facts, in the best form you can. Leave 
the rest to the editing process." Did you know 
that most major newspapers and magazines 
have what is called a 'rewrite' desk? True. 
People who work at this desk will redo a story 
or article which is poorly written, and will 
write a story just from the information a 
reporter phones in. 

To those who think that what they are 
doing will not be of interest to others, I usually 
reply "You may be right, but it interests you, 
so why shouldn't it interest someone else?" 
Part of my job is to decide what will be of the 
greatest interest to the most members, but 
without items from the members these decisions 
will not be required too often. 

1 don't intend to harp on this subject 
issue after issue. This is an open invitation to 
you to make a contribution to your magazine. 
As r said last time, TOPICS will be what you, 
the members, make it through youi efforts. 
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WANTED IMMEDIATELY 

All of the following items for an immediate cash settlement 
at very generous prices: 

1) Stamp collections of any country (especially internationals 
and globals). 

2) Postal history (covers) of the world pre-1900. Anything 
and everything wanted in early Canada. 

3) large post card collections (pre-1925 vintage). 

If you have anything described above please contact us im
mediately or ship to our store registered mail. larger lots 
preferred please. 

WE OFFER: 

1) A very large retail store well stocked with BNA material. 

2) Regular mail auctions. 

3) Mail order and want list service for B.N.A., U.S. and G.B. 
Stamps and Covers. 

- PLEASE VISIT US SOON 

Ameri-Can Stamp Studio 
6048 YONGE STREET 

WILLOWDA1E, ONTARIO M2M 3W5 

TELEPHONE (416) 226-2622 

HOURS: 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., Monday-Saturday 

OWNER: SAM CASUCCIO 
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THE 

PRESIDENT'S 
CORNER 
by Jim Lehr 

Last issue we discussed the new team of 
Editor Advertising Manager and Printer for 
TOPICS. We also have a new Editorial Board 
composed of Clarence Stillions (Chairman), 
Bob Carr, Derek Hayter and Mike Street. We 
are still looking for another member from the 
West. · 

With Clarence's appointment to this job, 
the position of Membership Chairman became 
vacant. A long time member, Norman Brassier, 
has agreed to become the new Membership 
Chainnan. 

Doris Hollingshead has run our Book 
Department for a number of years, including 
the recent dry spell when she had few books to 
sell . With a new job, and other responsibilities, 
she has finally had to relinquish this job. She 
leaves with much appreciation from us all for· 
a job well done. 

We have appointed Bill Pawluk ofWinnipeg 
as Book Department Manager, reporting to the 
President. The new Brandom/Vilter revenue 
book and the new Squared Circle Handbook 
are now available from Bill. In addition to 
these, we are working on several additi~nal 
books. Incidentally, because all our publica
t ion and postage costs occur in Canada we have 
started to price our new books in Canadian 
funds. 

By the time this issue is printed and 
mailed the Ottawa Convention will be part of 
our pa~t. If I didn't get a chance to talk with 
you there, or if you have comments, sugges
tions or complaints, do drop me a note. A 
quick response is promised. 

Regional Groups and Study Groups have 
long been the backbone of BNAPS. The 
Edmonton and Calgary groups have maintained 
a large active membership for many years, 
while the recently formed (1977) Northern Cal
ifornia Chapter has a membership of over 30. 
The Middle Atlantic Chapter is fairly new but 
growing fast. If you are not near any of these 
groups, why not start your own group! Ju~t 
contact our Second V.P. , Bob Pratt, who 1s 
responsible for regional groups. 

Many of my most rewarding experiences, 
to say nothing of the additions to my know
ledp;e and collections, have come from my 
many years in the Revenue and RPO Study 
Groups. There is NO better way to keep on top 

of your fields of interest than through these 
groups. Many of them are both large and 
active. The Revenue Group has about 200 
members and a monthly newsletter. RPO's 
have over 70 members and publish a newsletter 
bi-monthly. I'm told that the newly formed 
Perf'm Group already has about 50 members, 
and that Squared Circles, Flag Cancels, Mili
tary Mail and others are also active and growing. 
If you are interested in these areas of collecting, 
or want to consider forming a new Study Group 
in your field, write to Larry Paige, the Study 
Group Coordinator. Listed below is Larry's 
address, as well as those of the contacts for the 
Study Groups which are active: 

STUDY GROUP COORDINATOR 
Larry R. Paige 

1145 Shillelagh Road 
Chesapeake, Va. 23323 

CANADIAN REVENUES 
Wilmer C. Rockett 

2030 Overlook Avenue 
Willowgrove, Pa. 19090 

R.P.O.'s 
David L. McKain 

1518 Washington Avenue 
Parkersburg, West Virginia 26101 
CANADIAN MILITARY MAIL 

John C. Campbell 
1450 Ross Road 

Kelowna, B.C. VlZ 1L6 
SQUARED CIRCLES 

Glen F. Hanson 
375 Jefferson Ave. 

Winnipeg, Manitoba R2V ON4 
SMALL QUEENS 

Don Fraser 
1183 Warsaw Avenue 

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3M 1CS 
PERFINSTAMPS OF B.N.A. 

Michael Dicketts 
61 Alwington Avenue 

Kingston, Ontario K7L 4R4 
FLAG CANCELS 

Larry R. Paige 
1145 Shillelagh Road 

Chesapeake, Va. 23323 
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Canada, Newfoundland 

And Other B.N.A. 

Public Auctions 

Bnsutoland, Falkland Islands 

and other British Common

wealth. Mint, Used, On Cover, 

Single Rarities, Collections, Ac

cumulations Bought and Sold. 

JOHN H. TALMAN 
BOX 70, ADElAIDE STREET P.O. 

TORONTO, ONT. MSC 2H8 

PHONE (416) 863·1465 

Visit our store at 35 Victoria Street, 
Downtown Toronto 

MAIL AUCTIONS 
EVERY TWO MONTHS 
* CANADA AND PROVINCES * UNITED STATES * BR. COMMONWEALTH * FOREIGN * LARGE LOTS 

Subscriptions $7.00 per year 
Write today for our next sale 

VANCE AUCTIONS l TO. 
Box 267H • Smifllville, Ontario, Cana da 

LOR 2AO 

CANADA 
REVENUES 

We have been revenue specialists since 
1970. Our revenue stock is one of the 
largest in existence. Regular revenue 
sales and ReveNews bulletins. Latest 
fully illustrated revenue pricelists $1.00, 

refundable 

E. S. J. van Dam Ltd . 
P.O. Box 300 

Bridgenorth, Ontario, Canada 
KOL1HO 

B.N.A. COV ERS 

We always have over 5,000 B.N.A. covers in stock 

Selections gladly sent B.N.A.P.S members 

on approva l 

NEW ENGLAND STAMP COMPANY 
SNAPS Established 1893 ASDA 

643 FIFTH AVENUE SOUTH 

NAPlES, FLORIDA, U.S.A. 33940 
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LETTERS 

At the last annual mooting (Texas) I made 
two suggestions: 

1) Every Issue of TOPICS should list 
where the next convention is to be held, with 
details re hotel, date, etc. Further, note for 
several years thereafter the location where the 
convention is to be held, with dates, hotel and 
other details to be put in as soon as they are 
known. On more than one occasion I have had 
to phone Toronto to fmd where & when the 
next convention was to be held . People plan 
travel twelve months and more in advance, 
planning to meet friends and relatives, and in 
many cases they could include a BNAPS 
convention if they know about it in time. 

Also members should know what years 
have been booked, and what years are open, so 
members who would like to have a convention 
in their home town could put in a bid. You 
could mention that conventions are alternated 
between Canada and the USA. 

2) In every issue we should have a list 
of all the chairmen of the study groups. To 
read TOPICS, you would not know we have 
study groups. With a list in every issue, I am 
sure our study groups would. find many mem
bers writing, asking to join. We should also 
show the fees charged for each group. Study 
groups listings should be included in the index. 

Stuart A. Clark 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 

A coming events column is in the works, 
and BNAPS dates and locations will be promi
nent. Cu"ent thinking is to list only shows in 
Canada and the USA which will have a good 
showing of BNA exhibits, and/or a bourse with 
a high percentage of deafen who have a good 
stock of BNA material. Memben will have to 
inform us IN TIME of these events. FJP sanc
tioned Internationals would also be included. 

See the President's Comer in this issue for 
study group infonnation. (I t was also in the 
May/June issue which crossed your letter in the 
aftennatlz of the strike.) I intend to run the list 
regularly, but have not figured out the best way 
to do so yet. 

- Ed 

Regarding the letter by Peter De Groot in 
the March-April '81 TOPICS. 1 am in accord. 

When I was waiting to have my applica
tion approved, I received copies of TOPICS 
which I read cover to cover, over and over, 
because it had articles on almost everything 1 
was interested in finding out about BNA. Then 
I received a copy of Richardson's BNA Philately. 
If that book doesn't start more people to diver
sify on Canadian issues I'll be quite surprised. 

Yes. Let us have more articles from past 
issues. Revive that feeling I had when I joined 
BNAPS. The fire is in need of stoking again, 
I think TOPICS should be one of the tools to 
fuel it. 

John S. Kessel 
Snohomish, Washington 

On ar;~~pting the Editor's position, one of 
my fust requests was for a complete set of back 
issues. The idea was exactly what you and Mr. 
De Groot advocate- reprinting articles of value 
from early issues. I have mentioned this to 
several people and all have been enthusiastic. 
I would like to hear from any member who has 
a specifzc suggestion along these lines. 

- Ed 

WANTED CANADA 

Wanted the following Canadian 
items in well-centred, mint (O.G.) 
condition: 

cs 24b cs 35b 
CS75-iv CS 197a-Die I 
CS 125-C-horizontal lines across 

stamp (S.G. 220a) 
CS 128 - Wet Printing in joint pair 

or strip 
CS C3b - (With Guarantee) . 

COVERS: 
CS E8 - used on commerical cover 
1957 - Ottawa U.P.U. Congress 

Postmark on cover 

Write in first instance to 

Dr. J. Frank 
50 Cotswold Drive, Saxonwold 

Johannesburg. 2196. South Africa 
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BRITISH 
EMPIRE 

and 
BNA 

We carry o ne of the largest 
stocks includ ing specialists 
mate ria l. Want lists a c
cepted . Why not d rop us a 
li ne. 

Peter Singer 
P.O. Box 67548, Station "0 " 

Va ncouver, B.C., Canada 
VSW 3T9 

Membe rs: A.S.D.A., B.P.A., 
P.T.S., etc. 

SPECIALIZED CA NA DA 
With strength in Ca na d ian Cancels 

GREENWOOD STAMP CO. 
TEL. 1·613/257-5453 

2 16 MAllEY OR. 

CARlETON PLACE, ONT. K7C 3X9 

MINT CANADA 
PRE -WAR 
Specializing in 
ADMIRALS 

and 
19th CENTURY COVERS 

LESLIE GRAY 

2250 CHANCERY L A N E 
OAKV ILLE ONTAR IO 

L6J 6A3 
BNAPS CSDA · RPSC 
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CANADIAN COVERS 

WANTED 

Ontario tow ns, Squared Circles, Weste rn, 
RPO's, Mil itary, Flags, cards, ra tes, etc . 
(a lso better cancels on atamp). Individual 
pieces, a ccumulations, collection• and la rger 
lots w an ted. Have same to offer. 

SQUARED CIRCl E EXCHANGE AND 

CORRESPO NDENCE INVITED 

GRAHAM J. NOBLE 

P.O. BOX 80 

KINGSTON, ONTARIO 

BNAPS · CPSGB • RPSC • APS • PHSC 

COVERS 
AN D 

STAMPS 
Free Price List 

CANADA AND 
PROVINCES 

J . C. MICHAUD 
P.O. BOX 5176 - ARM DALE. N.S. B3L 4M7 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 

I' l l TRADE 
You r name for a copy 

of 
my latest au ction cata logue 

featuring Canada, Commonwealth 
and Foreign 

J~N SHEFFIELD 
Box 3171, Stn . A 

lONDON, ONT. CANADA 
N6A 4J4 



CANADA POST OFFICE 
DOMESTIC RATES AND POSTMARKS 

by Charles P. de Volpi 
MISSENT LETTERS 

ARTICLE XI of Instructions to Post Masters-

When letters arrive at your office, MISSENT by accident, as happens, you will mark upon 
them on the face-· "MIS-SENT TO" (here insert the name of your office) and you will mail 

Fig. 1- Dated Three Rivers, February 17, 1797, but Post Master Samuel Sills has noted on back 
"Rec'd into my office 31 March, 1797". Sent in error to Montreal and there marked "MISSENT 

TO MONTREAL & FORW'D, April 3". 

them on the first post to the office where they originally should have been sent. The 
Column of "Forwarded Postage" in the book of mails sent is intended to enable you to take 
credit for the postage on MISSENT letters · for as you must in the first instance charge 
yourself with the postage on those letters, you are, of course, entitled to take credit for the 
same, when you transmit the letters to another post office. 

ARTICLE XII 

As a general rule, it should be understood that a letter is not liable to additional postage for 
being sent by one office· through another office, and there remailed, except the distance 
from the office where it was originally mailed to its ultimate destination shall wa"ant it; 
neither if sent out of its proper route by the mistake of a postmaster, is a letter to be rated 
with additional postage for the distance it may have unnecessarily travelled; · but when the 
person addressed has changed his residence a11d the letter in consequence is redirected, it is 
liable to an entire new change of postage from the place where it is redirected to its ulti· 
mate destination, over and above the original rate. 
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Fig. 2- From Amherstburgh U .C. to Sandwich U.C., January 26, 1828 ·MISSENT to Raleigh U.C. 
-"Free" addressed to Post Master. 

Section 299 of the Post Office Act of 1867 added a stipulation to those in force,· 

A Postmaster should also notify his Inspector of the e"or omitted, and state the post office, 
or Railway clerk at fault. 

Fig. 3- From Lachute L.C., November 2, 1858 to Toronto - MISSENT TO Chester L.C. 
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Fig. 4 - From Ottawa, January 2, 1866 to Milton U.C.- MISSENT-TO Quebec 

Fig. 5 - From Victoria B.C., February 22, 1877- To Clinton, Ont. 
MISSENT- TO New Westminster, B.C. 

SUPPORT TOPICS' 
ADVERTISERS 
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1981 
CANADA 
SPECIALIZED 
postage 
>lump 
< a{,1logue 

~::J 

THE 1981 
CANADA SPECIALIZED 

NOW 
AVAILABLE! 

A Completely Revised Edition With Thousands Of 
Price Changes Giving You Up To Date Mar1<et Values. 

SIX NEW LISTINGS: 
• Bishop Marks of Quebec 
• Ship-Letter Postmarl<s 
• Crown Circle Postmarl<s 
• Steam-Boat Letter Postmarks 
• The Pence Issues of the Province of 

Canada (with and without Specimen 
overprints) 

• The Scadta Consular Airmails of Canada 

-PLUS THE MANY OTHER REGULAR LISTINGS 
• Mmt and Used Smgles • Miniature Panes 
• Mint and Used Blocks • Paper and Perforation Varieties 
• First Day Covers • Major Varieties 
• Booklet Panes incl. Varieties • Major and Minor Re-entries 
• Complete Booklets • Coils • Singles, Pairs, Line-Pairs 
• Plate Blocks in all Plates and Postions and Paste-ups 
• Semi-Official Airmc.ils • 1967 Centennial Issue 
• Experimental Cotls • Detailed Listings of the Provinces 

• Imperforate Pa1rs and Blocks AND MUCH MORE 
• Part-Perforate Pairs and Blocks I ;{"' 
Available from your local ~ J 299 Queen Street West. 
stamp dealer or from The crf (' fi ~ Toronto, Ontario, 
Charlton Press. { /tV (/tar tOIL' lJ:'rtss M5V 1Z9 598·2261 

Please send me ..... copies of the 1981 Canada Specialized Catalogue at $5.00 
per book plus 50¢ per copy for postage and handling . 

..... Enclosed is my payment of$ .......... My Account No. is .................................... . 

... .. Charge my Visa Account Expiry Date ...... ... ......... .................... . 

..... Charge my Master Charge Account Signature .. ............ .................. ...... . 

NAME ............. ........................ ........................... , .................................................. . 

ADDRESS ............................................................................................................ . 

CITY ..................................................................................................................... . 

Prov ./State ........ ............................ Postal/Zip ........ ............................ ............. ..... . 

12 I BNA TOPICS I SEPTEMBER -OCTOBER, 1981 



Revenue Study Group 

CUSTOM DlTI'Y STAMPS 
by D. A. Cooper 

The Current Custom Duty Stamps were 
printed in sheets of 100 and issued in 
1935 by the British American Bank Note Co. 
for the prepayment of Customs Duties on Ad· 
vert ising matter arriving in Canada via mail. 
This company also produced the postage stamps 
for 1930-4. 

A visual examination of the stamps shows 
they were line perfed eleven and printed ,in the 
following colours: 1¢- green; 2¢-orange vermil
lion; 5¢- brown; 10¢- blue. 

As these were first issued in 1935 and there 
seems to be no recent record of any extra print
ings, and their last date of usage is still in the 
future , this issue may be the longest run of 
unchanged stamps, either postage or revenu~. 
The ftrst stamps used for this purpose were 
issued in 1912 (figUre 1) and were in Eng
lish only. The center is a crown in a diamond. 
These stamps were in use until 1935 when the 
present stamps were first issued (f~gure 2). It 
may be noted that Canadian stamps have never 
been demonetized and therefore the first issue 
is still usable. 

All stamps appear to be engraved and recess 
printed. They were printed without inscrip
tions. There were three printings of the earlier 
issue- the fust with a width of 31 mm and col
ours of 1¢- green, 2¢- carmine, 5¢- brown and 
10¢- blue; the second resembled the fust but 
for two colour changes, 1¢- yellow green and 
2¢- dull red; the third, printed in 1922, main
tained the latter colours but were 32-32.5 mrn 
wide. AU were perforated 12 and printed by the 

same company as the 1935 series. It is not 
known if the plates still exist. 

The use of these stamps in the past twenty 
years has dropped off greatly. The stamps are 
to be affixed to the back of the envelope or 
parcel, as Postal Regulations allow only postage 
stamps on the face. When the envelope arrives 
at the Postal Sorting Station, a Customs Officer 
will verify that sufficent Customs Duty stamps 
have been afflXed in accordance with the scale 
in D49-2. The stamps are to be cancelled by 
means of a Customs Duty stamp. 

The rate of duty applicable from the USA 
and other MOST FAVOURED NATIONS is 
2¢ for the fust ounce, through various rates up 
to 8.75¢ per pound, but not less than 24.4 P.C. 
under proposed tariffitem 17800-1 and 17800-2. 

For instance, the minimum rate from the 
U.S. to Canada at the time of writing is 15¢ 
postage. You can add a 2¢ Customs Duty 
stamp on the reverse and send it to Canada 
duty prepaid. If forwarded to Canada in bulk, 
duty paid, then rcmailed, the postage would be 
17¢ for fust class and 15¢ for second class 
postage. 

I sincerely doubt that more than 2% of 
present Customs Offlcers, Brokers and users of 
Customs and Postage services have seen these 
stamps used properly. 

1 If you have any interest in the various 
issues of Canadian Revenues you should join 
the Canadian Revenue Group of BNAPS. AU 
BNAPS members are eligible. We issue 10 
Newsletters each year. Write to: 

W. Rockett, 2030 Overlook Ave. 
Willow Grove, Pa. U.S.A. 19090 
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"A PERFORATED INSIGNIA 
CODING SYSTEM" © 

by Gary Tomasson & Jon Johnson 
INTRODUCTION 

With the discovery of a large quantity of fake five hole 'OH/MS' perfins in circulation or on 
the market , the authors found it necessary to develop some means of distinguishing the original 
frve dies of the perforating machine from all the different fakes. It is the authors' Intention to 
explain the development of their coding system, why it works and how it can be used for other 
perforated insignia if the need arises. 

PERFORATING MACHINES 

The majority of collectors are aware of the philatelic field of perftns (taken from the words 
perforated insignia), but a great many are not aware that the term 'perftn' refers to the holes in 
the stamp and not to the stamp itself. These perforated insignia, formed by a series of holes, are 
produced by metal pins cutting the stamp as the pins are pushed into matching metal holes which 
act to guide the pins. This, of course, is exactly how a paper punch works. The set of pins and 
holes which make up one complete design is called a die. 

In Canada, under the regulations of the Post Office, perforating machines have either one, 
four, five or ten dies. The most common machine In use was the Cummins Perforator Company 
Model 52, a five die perforating machine; followed by the Cummins Model 53, a ten die machine. 
Both of these models of perforators were manufactured in the United States. 

(1) 11te Cummins Perforator Company Model 
52 perforator was the most popular machine in 
Omada. 11te Federal Deportment of Finance 
used this type of machine to perforate their five 

hole 'OH/MS' insignia. 

(2) 11te Post Office purchased a Cummins 
Model 53 perforating machine to perforate 
stamps for use by the Federal Government. 
This ten die model machine is still used today 

by the Canadian National Railway. 

The development of a coding system has been greatly assisted by the fact that, regardless of 
whether a perforating machine has four or five or ten dies, no two dies are exactly the same. This 
becomes apparent when one learns how a perforating machine is built. A multiple die perforating 
machine starts from a template which has the required insignia drilled through it. The template is 
placed on top of two metal bars that have been fastener together. Using the template as a guide, 
holes are drilled through the two metal bars, thus forming one die. The template is then moved 
about one inch away from the fust die, and t.he holes are drilled again, creating a second die. This 
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process is repeated until the required number of dies are completed. Metal pins are then placed into 
one of the bars and both bars are welded into the perforating machine. 

This is a very simplifwd overview of the manufacture of a perforating machine, but the reader 
can imagine that it would be impossible to drill all the holes in each die in exactly the same posi
tion as in ·any previous die. How close are the dies? A few perforating machines' dies can be identi
fied by the naked eye, but this is not the case with the dies of the five hole 'OH/MS' Cummins 
Model 52 machine. Some differences can be noticed between the dies with a ten power magnifying 
glass, but it is not until the dies are magnified twenty-five times that one can distinctly start to 
measure the variances between the original live dies. 

DEVELOPING A CODING SYSTEM 

The authors had no great desire to sit and measure holes to a hundredth of a millimeter. How
ever, the large number of fake fiVe hole 'OH/MS' perfms on the market forced them to measure 
the original live dies of the five hole 'OH/MS', and all the different fakes that could be found. 
Because of the large numbers of dies involved, an identification code became necessary. 

(3) The original five dies of the five hole 'OH/MS' as produced by the Cummins Model 52 
perforator. It should be noted that the master is on the lefthand side when the face of the 

stamp is up. When the face of the stamp is down the master die is on the righthand ride. 

In the search for an adequate coding system for the perfm dies, and fakes, the authors created 
many different identification systems. With beneiit of hindsight, all were either too large, too small 
or generally totally ridiculous for the situation. Two main points did however become apparent, 
the fust being that one of the 'OH/MS' five hole dies would have to be designated as a master 
against which all other dies could be measured. The second point was that all the holes In the dies 
would have to be individually numbered. 

The identiilcation for each hole is In two parts. The fust part is the letter that the hole is in, 
and the second part is a sequential number. This was found to be much more informative than 
assigning only numbers to each hole consecutively. The problem of a master die was solved by 
arbitrarily naming the fust die on the lefthand side of the machine. This leads to the problem of 
identifying a perfin made by the master die. 
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If the reader can fmd two se-tenant copies 
.. of the five hole 'OH/MS' perfm, one which the 

perfm on the right (looking at the face of the 
stamps) has a missing hole at S9, then there is 

' a good chance that the perfin on the left is Die 
··I (master) and the one on the right is Die II, of 
'·the' original perforating maching. A word of 
.:ciiition- use of the 1937 King George VI issue 

stamps when looking for this master die provides 
:.a"better percentage chance that the dies will be 
.from genuine perfms. 

When comparing a die with the master, 
. ~ne step remains. This is the orientation of the 
two dies. To solve this problem, the authors 
established what they have called 'key holes'. 
Their key holes (H7 and 01 on the five hole 
'OH/MS' die) are used to orient the die being 
examined to the master so that differences bet
ween the two can be measured. This is done 
with both stamps face down, by placing H7 of 
both perfms exactly together and then super
imposing holes 01. If the hole 01 of the perfm 
being checked does not match up with the 
master, then the error is located at either ninety 
of two hundred and seventy degrees with respect 
to the master. At this point we are ready to 
measure the error and calculate the code number. 

(4) The holes are numbered first with the letter 
of the hole and then a sequential number. The 
sequential number starts at the top lefthand 
corner, or at the top of a circle imd goes around 

clockwise. 

' '&-f·F~ · OIC ! "II I~· S&·o~ \J'l'/· o~ · S I:S ! fvi i 'Z- o:_-~ ! 0 -C- 0 ! 
: : ... . : : : .. . : : .. . : : : .. . . : : .. . . . . . . . . . .. : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

.. . ~ = : •• : · "' ·~ = : .. : :" : :· .. : • : :· .. : : : :· .. : : 
- · • ....... '••' : ~1 .. , • • , •,,• • ""'E •• '•• ' • D \'E: ,, • , • :;1F , , •• • 
: ... : :: • l1 ... : :: : Til :.: : :: : n. :.: : ':': : - ~ :.: : ·:: : 

·~·::.:. ·:·! • • .• • : : • · •. • : : • • .. ,: • : • - · .. : . : • 
v .. · .i. ~ CPT : CPI ~ 1..:1->:[ : te-r ~ ......................... , ......................... ~ ............... . 

IVlE:> - l-1'~·010: Jv\1~ - ~!3-03 o M"l·0?,- ~8 : 'Vlt'!: · 0?. -~ 13 : O- :.:>- 0 ° 
::···. :: ···: :·.· ..... : . . . : :·:: : : :·:: : • ··!: : : :.:: ·. • :.: .· ·. : 

'=::;\ ~· •• • ••• •• • Dl~ · • •• • : u \E. ! • ' •' · ~ 1 c ! : · •. : : r-. \ :: ' • ', •• • 
- · • • • • •• • 7"':T •••• :. ·! • •••• • • . • • ,_ . . . • • ~ .. : •••••• 
i- .·· ·=· : LJ:. • • • •!• • m.. .. : •: • IT · •• ••••••• T •• •••••• ·. ·: . . t . .: • ·. .. : : • :. . . : . . : : . : . : : - :. ·. : . : : u .. :l. : CF>I ·~ CPT. : C:F'I. : t(:( : ••••••••••• ,. ......................... (• •••••••••••••••••.••••.•• <· 
'.1\S·I-l ~·oto • tvll?.·sg-o3 ! Ml -o~- <:.8 • 'fvp :::: · t>~· s,s ! o-v- o 

::.···: : :··· : ... :: ···: : :·· · : 
r . lt. :• : '• ! : C \'E !'!! ! • 1:.nE :•: ! ! : C> iE' !'!! ! • 
- - . . . . : w : .. . ·: :. : m : ... ·· ·. : -c.:: : •• • •••• .L . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ..... :·: : . : : ···. : : : :·· : :: .. . . . . . 

• . 

(5) To find the master die of the five hole 'OH/MS', one should look for two se-tenant perfins, 
with the lefthand (from the back) die having a missing hole at S9. 
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"KEY HOLE CODE" OAT[ • 

The identification of the die varieties 
should be done on a worksheet so that a record 
can be kept of the readings. The easiest way to 
explain how and why this is done Is to follow 
the example shown. 

Hole Size 
No. (rnm) 

H7 0.70 
01 0.71 
M5 0.71 
SB 0.69 
H1 0.70 

010 0.68 
M17 0.71 

Step 1: 

Step 2: 

Step 3: 

Step 4: 

Step 5: 

Step 6: 

Step 7: 

Step 8: 

Step 9: 

Measurements 
(rnrn) ~ 

0.02 90° 
0 .18 135° 
0.16 270° 
0.16 80° 
0.21 95° 
0.19 180° 

Place H7 of both dies 
together. 
Place 01 of both dies 
together. The error is 
placed at 90° or 270°. 
In this case the error is 
at 90° and measmed as 
0.02 mm. The hole size 
(maximum diameter) is 
measured at 0.71 mm. 

k7 

~ --+--+---~--------------~ 

= = 
(6) When measuring the dies, the information 
should be recorded. The authorJ have found 

this worksheet to be quite useful. 

H7 ill checked to make sure that it has not moved. The hole diameter is 
measured as 0 .70 mm. 
Study the holes in the 'H' and measure the largest error u ~.16 mm. at 
80° for Hl. The hole size is 0.70 mm. 
Study the holes in the '0' and measure the largest error of 0.21 mm. at 
95° for 0 10 . The hole size is 0 .68 mm. 
Measure the error at M5 as 0.18 mrn. at 135°. The hole size is 0.71 mrn. 
NOTE: M5 and S8 are constant holes which arc measured on all dies so 
that some uniformity is obtained in the die variety information. 
The letter 'M' is studied for the largest error and it is found at hole M14 as 
0.19 mm. at 180°. The hole size is measured at 0.71 mm. 
The other constant hole, S8, is measured with an error of 0.16 mm. at 
270° and a hole size of 0 .69 mm. 
The rest of the letter 'S' is studied and it is found that S8, already meas
ured, has the largest error in this letter. 

It should be noted that as the measurements are being made a constant check must be done 
on H7 and on 01 to assure that the two dies have not moverl. · 

Once the measurements are completed the 'Key Hole Code' can be assigned. This is done by 
noting the size of the errors. In this example, the largest error was 0.21 mrn. found at 010. Thus 
010 becomes the fust number of the code. The second largest error is 0 .19 mm. at M14, so this 
becomes the second number. 

The hole MS has the third largest error, 0.18 mm., but it has been assumed by the authors that 
once a letter has been used in the code, it cannot be used again. This leaves 0.16 mm. as the third 
largest error but it is found at two holes, S8 and Kl. Once again the authors made a rule, that if 
there are two numbers with the same size of error, the hole in the earliest letter (sequence 0 , H, 
M and S) is used. If the letters are the same the lowest number will be used. Therefore hole H 1 
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becomes the third number. This gives a 'Key Hole Code' of 0 10- Ml4- Hl. 
Using this method, the 'Key Hole Codes' for the five dies of the genuine five hole 'OH/MS' 

perfm are: Die I (master), 0 - 0-0 ; Die II , Ml2- 03- S8; Die III, M7- 03- S8; Die IV, 
Ml3- S8-03; Die V, M8- H9 - 010. 

This coding method gives users the possibility of 27,900 to 39,375 different codes for the 
five hole 'OH/MS' perfin. In the examination of the dies the hole sizes are recorded but this is not 
a part of the code number. 

OTHER PERFORATED INSIGNIA 

Other perforated insignia have been 
studied from the point of view of using the 
'Key Code Hole' system. The four hole 'OH/MS' 
has been numbered and the Key Holes of H6 
and 01 have been used. 

The key hole system has been used for 
other reasons besides identifmg fakes . The 
system was used in confirming that the perfor
ated insignia 'SL/ACo' used by Sun Life As~ur
ance Company of Montreal and 'WT/&Co' used 
by William -Tyrrell and Company of Toronto 
were each produced from a four die perforating 

9• 

2 
, •• • 3 

6• 5· • 4 

7• ae9• 

2•
1
• •a 

3• •7 
4• •6 5• 

9• a •• s•r 
to• 6• • 2 
,, . 7• 

12 • 

machine. (7) The four hole 'OH/MS' that was used by the 
When dealing with different perforated Federal Government has been numbered and 

insignia it is important to follow some basic the key holes of H6 and OJ have been assigned. 
conventions, namely: , 

a) When numbering the holes you start at the top left hand cqmer and number downward. 

b) 
c) 
d) 

If it is a. circle then start at the highest point and number clockwise. 
The master die should be the first die on the lefthand side (and top if applicable). 
Use key holes that are well separated and if possible at the top of the insignia. 
When assigning the key hole code, try not to use holes from the same letter. If more 
than one hole has the same error use the hole with the earliest letter and the lowest 
number ftrst. 

CONCLUSION 

The Key Hole Code system gives the philatelic specialist some means of measuring and prov
ing the different dies of the perforating machine that can be found. Some collectors may question 
whether perf'ms or pe.tforated insignia are philatelic. The answer, of course, is that they are phil
atelic. To be more specific, they are a part of the postal history of Canada mainly because the Post 
Office had regulations governing their use on postage stamps and the Post Office itself perforated 
stamps. 

With more and more interest being taken in the field of perforated insignia, experienced col
lectors will have to be able to identify the good from the bad, as is the case in many branches of 
philately. It is hoped that the Key Hole Coding system will solve this problem for perforated 
insignia. 

18 I BNA TOPICS I SEPTEMBER-oC"i'o8ER, 1981 

© Copyright 1981 
by Canadian Perforated Insignia Limited 



AN EARLY 3¢ SMALL QUEEN COVER 

by George Arfken (3099) 

On January 17, 1870 the cover illustrated 
was mailed at Goderich, Ontario. The relatively 
new Indian red Small Queen, paying the 3¢ 
domestic rate, was canceled and tied by the 
Goderich 2-ring 21 cancellation. Addressed to 
A. Hale Esq., Clinton, some 20 km distant, the 
cover arrived in Clinton the same day and was 
backstamped with a CLINTON U.C. JA 17 70 
receiving mark. 

This cover was once in the Vincent G. 
Greene collection, as evidenced by a neat Vin
cent G. Greene stamped on the rear- in green 
ink, of course. Later, as part of the William L. 
Simpson Small Queen Collection, it was auc
tioned by Stanley Gibbons, New York, on Nov
ember 18, 1980. The description in the auction 
catalog included the sentence "The earliest 
known usage of the 3¢ Indian red." Since the 
first printing of the 3¢ Small Queens was the 

Indian red, Gibbons' statement implies that this 
cover is the earliest known 3¢ Small Queen 
cover. 

But is this really the earliest existing 3¢ 
Small Queen cover? January 17, 1870 was only 
five days after the 'consensus' date of issue, 
January 12. A lot of 3¢ covers could have been 
posted in five days. Clearly there is no way to 
prove that this "earliest known usage" is indeed 
the earliest. However, the claim could be dis
proved. What can be done is to challenge 
and/or plead with any collector having an 
earlier dated 3¢ Small Queen cover to arrange 
(with the Editor) to have it photographed and 
to share .it in BNA Topics with his or her fellow 
collectors, and thus document the earlier date. 

Allan Steinhart believes that he has sold a 
January 16, 1870 cover but does not recall 
when or to whom. How about it? If his recol
lection is correct, where is the cover? 
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NEW MILITARY CAMP POSTMARKS 

by Femand Belanger (2940) 
In 1908, Quebec City celebrated the Ter

centenary of its founding. During these fes
tivities people from England, the United States 
and from all over Canada came to attend. There 
were thousands of civilians but also a great 
number of soldiers who participated by assisting 
the police in maintaining order and also by 
joining in their marches and other related 
activities. 

The celebration lasted from the 19th to 
the 30th of July. During this time the Post 
Office Department put into operation four 
temporary post offices meant to be used by 
both civilians and the soldiers. In Volume 1 of 
the Pritchard and Andrews proof books (page 
14) there is a group of 4 strikes (fig. 1) proofed 
on 6 and 9 of July, 1908. The words Tercen
tenary Celebrations are written in. manuscript 
in the ce11.ter of the group. 

1. Proof Book Specimens 

To shed more light on these events, and to 
fmd out if any of the post offices had been 
used exclusively by the soldiers, I checked 
through the newspaper Le Solei! and recorded 
the pertinent information. I will treat each of 
the 4 places individually. 

QUEBEC (CARRE DE SALABERRY) 

There is only one mention of this place. It 
says . .. "There will be a complete city of tents 
for soldiers at the de Salaberry Square." It was 
noted that soldiers who were members of the 
5th Company of the Commissary Service of the 
Canadian army, as well as 60 men from the first 
Ottawa contingent were present. These soldiers 
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left Quebec City at the end of celebrations. I 
believe these soldiers stayed at the de Salaberry 
Square due to their small number and to the 
small size of the site. 

QUEBEC (PARC SA YARD) 

" ... In Pare Savard there will be 2 Divi
sions with a total of approximately 8,000 
soldiers." The soldiers of the first division were 
from Western Ontario (Sarnia, London, Ham
ilton and Toronto) and they stayed in the wes
tern part of the camp. The second division in
cluded voluntarily enlisted men from the Royal 
Hussars of St. Jean, the 7th Hussars of Bury, the 
11th Hussars of Richmond, the 6th Duke of 
Con naught, the 13th Scottish Dragoons and the 
17th Regiment, all of whom camped in the eas
tern part. 

The first division, the cavalry, was under 
the command of Colonel Turner, while Colonel 
Gordon of Kingston was the commandant of 
the second division, most of whom were part of 
the artillery. 

CAMP LEVIS 

" . .. the 3rd division, under the command 
of General Buchon, will stay at St. Joseph-de
Levis (Camp Levis). There will be 3 brigades, 2 
from the province of Quebec and one from the 
Maritimes. There will be 3,000 men in the 
camp." This camp was on the other side of the 
St. Lawrence River. To provide transportation, 
the ferry company assigned the boat .the 
"James" for the exclusive use of the soldiers. 

QUEBEC (VILLE DES TENTES) 

"The travellers will have all the qest 
comfort in the City of Tents." The city was 
situated on the Plains of Abraham. T.his place 
was the best site from which to celebrate the 
Tercentenary, because the processions passed 
close to it and from there it was also possible to 
see all the ships anchored in front of Quebec 
City. 

In light of the available information, I 
think we can say without any doubt that 3 of 
the 4 proof cancels were used at temporary 
Military camps, while the one for Quebec (Ville 
des Tentes) was used at a civilian camp. Illus-



trated is a postcard showing the Pare Savard 
cancel. Note that the postcard was sent to a 
soldier of the 11th Hussars and was inscribed 
"Military Camp". With this proof, I think these 
3 temporary military camps should be added to 
the list of the other Canadian military camps. 

2. Postcard backstamped at Pare Savard camp 

AUCTION AGENT 

For over tw.enty ·five years, Jim 
Hennok has been buying at major 
North American Auctions. His ex
pertise is available to you at a sup
risingly low rate. He is widely rec
ognized as the most thorough and 
accurate "viewer" in Toronto. By 
employing him as an agent you can 
gain anonymity and prevent unsat
isfactory purchases. Please phone or 
write to discuss your needs. 

Jim A. Hennok 
43 Adelaide Street East 

Toronto, Ontario 
M5C 1J4 

Phone (416)363-7757 
(24 hours) 

TOPICS 

WELCOMES 

- A rticles 

-Columns 

- Photographs 

- Suggestions 

Co n tact Th e E d itor 

COLLECTIONS 
Disposing of collections to the best 
advantage can sometimes become a 
complex problem. I have the experience 
and ready access to the best markets for 
any type of collection. This includes the 
International British market as Canadian 
Agent for Robson Lowe Limited of 

London, England. 

GeorgeWeoo 

Box 68, Station 0, 
M4T 2L7 

Toronto, Canada 
(416)489 . 4683 
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WHEN PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 
JOINED CONFEDERATION 

by Max Rosenthal 
"When in July last Prince Edward Island 

became part of the Confederation, the Chief 
Inspector was despatched to the Island to 
enquire into the state of the Post Office estab
lishment there, and to make such arrangements 
as might appear to be immediately necessary to 
bring it as closely as possible into harmony with 
the general postal system of the Dominion." 

Thus did Postmaster-General D. A. Mac
Donald write in his 1874 annual report of the 
steps taken to integrate the island colony's 
postal system into the Canadian one, after it 
became Canada's seventh province in 1873. 

Prince Edward Island had had its own 
stamps since 1861. In fact, just the year before 
joining Confederation, it had brought out a new 
set of a half-dozen values, to take care of a 
change from sterling to dccin1al currency. 
Since there was only a period of a year and a 
half of usc fo r them, a fair number of remain
ders were left. They were demonetized, and aU, 
including pence issues, were sold in 1874 for 
$1,100, although their original face value was 
over $90,000. There is no mention of this in 
the Postmaster-General's report! 

He did report, though, that "It was found, 
from the Chief Inspector's report, that there 
were 180 Post Offices in operation on the 
Island, served by about 98 miles of mail route 
by land and water. The annual mileage of mail 
travel over these routes was 226,000. 

"The Postal Revenue of Prince Edward 
Island was estimated at $12,000 per annum, 
of which about one half was collected in the 
Charlottetown Post Office, and the expenditure 
for the maintenance of the postal service was 
about $26,000, with a considerable addition to 
this amount of expenditure impending on the 
Island Railway approaching completion, and 
for engagements entered into for steam service, 
and also for improvements required in the 
organization anti general system. 

"All the Offices in Prince Edward Island 
have been reconstituted regular Post Offices. 
A large portion of the Offices in New Bruns
wick and Nova Scotia are what is termed Way 
Offices, only in part performing the functions 
of a Post Office." 
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The Island Railway referred to had its 
beginnings in a resolution in April 1871 by a 
Member of the P .E.l. Legislature, James C. 
Pope, that because the business of the island 
had greatly increased, it was found impossible, 
in the absence of stone for gravel, to keep the 
roads in good repair. He introduced a bill auth
orizing the government to construct a railway, 
extending from Cascumpec to Georgetown, 
touching at Summerside and Charlottetown, 
with branches to Souris and Tignish. Within 
two days of its introduction the bill received 
the sanction of the Assembly. 

It was during this session that an Act was 
passed for the assimilation of its currency to 
that of the Dominion of Canada, which was the 
reason for the stamp issue of 1872. 

P.E.I. POSTS IN 1874 

fn his annual report for 1875 the Post
master-General gave the number of post offices 
in the new Province as 179. This is one less 
than given for the time when it joined Confed
eration, but that may have simply been a 
rounding off of the number, since in the list 
of post offices closed during 187 4 there are 
none from P .E.I. Obviously, there were no new 
ones established that year, because the island 
had already been well supplied with them 
during the colonial period. 

Also reported for 1874 were the number 
of miles of mail routes, 38,087; the number of 
letters and postcards, 39,358,500; the number 
of newspapers, 29 million; and the number of 
parcels, 102,800. In July 1874 only three of 
P.E.I.'s post offices were important enough to 
seU money orders. 

Under "ferriages" were listed one trip bet
ween Charlottetown and Georgetown, and four 
between· Charlottetown and Hillsborough River. 
In "Memories Of Long Ago", published by the 
Irwin Company, Charlottetown, 1950, Ben
jamin Bremner wrote that until the completion 
of the Hillsborough Bridge he had "a faint recol
lection of when I was a child of crossing on a 
side-wheel paddle boat, the motive power of 
which came from a pair of horses going round 



and round on a kind of treadmill. Following 
this antiquated ferry was the steamer 'lno', and 
later the 'Ora' and, later still, the 'Hillsboro' 
and 'Elphin'. These boats left every half-hour 
from each side and, on market days, every 20 
minutes." 

There were three rou tes where the mails 
were carried on steamships and sailing vessels: 
between Charlottetown and Crapaud there were 
one or two trips a week; between Charlotte• 
town, Pictou, Nova Scotia and Shediac, New 
Brunswick three a week; from Georgetown to 
Pictou, "as required" at fllst, then once a week. 
R. R. Hodgson was the contractor most of the 
time. 

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF WINTER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

In his book ''Our Island Story", published 
by Irwin Co.. Charlottetown, 1.927, W. L. 
Cottton wrote, "Upwards of 200 years have 
elapsed since communication over the ice on 
the Straits of Northumberland, in winter, was 
beguri. The first successful attempt to do so 
was made in the month of February in the year 
177 5. It was made at the instance of Governor 
Patterson, between Woods Island and Pictou 
Island. In the course of many subsequent win
ters, mails were transported to and from the 
mainland on this Eastern route under the 
auspices of a Mr. Smith. According to the 
reports published by the newspapers of the 
time, Mr. Smith crossed the ice of the Straits 
frequently, Letween Woods Island and Pictou, 
until the year 1827. 

" During the year 1827 several trips over 
the ice between Cape Traverse and Cape Tor
mentine were made by a Mr. McRae. It was 
stated that he crossed the Strait on foot. As 
this route was shorter and less hazardous than 
that of the Wood Islands and Pictou route, 

Lieu tenant-Governor Ready and others entrust
ed Mr. McRae with dispatches to the Imperial 
Government and other correspondence. He 
drove from Charlottetown to Cape Traverse. 
There he awaited fine weather and favorable 
ice. Then, crossing the ice on foot, he proceeded 
to Amherst, delivered the dispatches and other 
letters entrusted to him to the mail couriers 
going to Halifax, obtained letters in Amherst 
and brought them back to Prince Edward Island. 
His success caused the postal officials to transfer 
the carriage of the mails to the Capes route. In 

the course of the winter of the year 1828, and 
in subsequent winters, a man named Cam!) bell, 
with a crew of men from the vicinity, crossed 
the Capes route with greater dispatch and regu
larity than had been attained on the Eastern 
route." 

According to Lome C. Callbeck , in "Sagas 
of the Strait", an article which appeared in the 
April 1959 Atlantic Advocate, "Out of these 
increasing numbers of crossings, a particular 
type of boat was evolving. Known as ice-boats, 
they were small and sturdy with iron-shod 
runners on either side of the keel. The ice-boats 
were about 17 feet long, fou r feet wtde, and 
were shaped like a tough Norwegian skiff, 
with the bow slanting upwards for easy deflec
tion of the ice. The boats were sheathed with 
tin to withstand the pounding and grinding of 
the ice, and were powered by sails or oars. 

"The boats were equipped with long 
leather straps, attached by chains along each 
gunwale and fitted with a harness to place over 
the shoulders and around the waists of the 
crew. Passengers paid only two dollars for the 
trip if they assisted in hauling Her Majesty's 
mail. But some gentlemen passengers.prcferrcd 
to remain in the boat during the entire crossing , 
in which case they paid the full fare of five dol
lars. Actually, they too were often pressed into 
service during rough weather." 

STEAMSHIP SERVICE 

In the Dalhousie Review of July 1949 
Frank MacKinnon carried on the story. " In 
1840 the Assembly noted that the British 
government had let a contract to Samuel 
Cunard for a steamship service between Pictou, 
~tiramichi and Quebec, and requested that the 
arrangement be changed to enable the boat to 
call at Charlottetown both ways. A reply in
dicated that Mr. Cunard had refused to do this, 
but that he would provide another boat if the 
local assembly would pay for it. The ftrst step 
was taken in 1842 with the formation of the 
P .E. I. Navigation Company to commence opera
tions across Northumberland Strait. The local 
government lent a hand by purchasing 100 
shares in the company, provided the latter 
would run between Pictou, Charlottetown and 
Miramichi and call at Bedeque and Georgetown 
once a fortnight. The arrangement worked well 
for a time, but it was expensive, p:u:ticularly 
during the severe months of winter navigation 
difficulties, and the company lost heavily. For 
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the next 30 years the service was irregular and 
beset with problems of cost and government 
assistance." 

Ice boats continued to cross the nine miles 
from Cape Traverse to Cape Tormentine during 
the winter , once a week until 1861, when semi
weekly trips were begun. Afterwards the mails 
went from Charlottetown three times a week, 
and three boats were available. 

During the negotiations which led to the 
Island's entry into Confederation, opponents of 
the union objected that it would be unable to 
participate effectively in the federation because 
of its isolation. As a result, the agreement of 
1873 included a clause that the federal govern
ment would be responsible for. 

"Efficient Steam Service for the 
conveyance of mails and passengers, 
to be established and maintained 
between the Island and the mainland 
of the Dominion, winter and sum
mer, thus placing the Island in 
continuous communication with tho 
Intercolonial Railway and the railway 
system of the Dominion." 
As MacKinnon notes, "Trouble began 

almost immediately, and for 15 years the Dom
inion government did almost nothing about it." 

The Postmaster-General's Report of 1875 
lists payment to Muttart and Irving for carrying 
the mail between Cape Tormentine and Cape 
Traverse "by boat and vehicle", with the foot
note "The mails are conveyed in an ice-boat". 

The only service thus continued to be by 
irregular crossings of private vessels in summer 
and ice-boats in winter. In 1875 and 1876 the 
Federal government provided an old wooden 
steamer, the ALBERT, which proved unsuit
able, and from then to 1886 the NORTHERN 
LIGHT, which was not built for heavy work, 
and was often laid up. 

The ice boats were used for nearly a cen• 
tury after their beginnings, and toward the end 
of their service as many as 12 of them were in 
use to carry the mails and passengers. In his 
Atlantic Advocate article, Callback mentions, 
" In mid-winter it was necessary to supplement 
the steamer service with the old ice-boat ser
vice operated by the hardy breed of men from 
Cape Traverse. And hardy they were, too. 
Captain Lewis Muttart made his last trip in 
1897 at the age of 83. 

"In 1917, the first car ferry ice-breaker, 
the PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND, began duty, 
and the days of the heroic couriers faded away 
in to history." 
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Plan now to visit the stamp exhibition and hourse 
that put Canada on the world's philatelic map , and 
still sets the p~tce. 

The most outstanding phi la telic event of the fall 
season in Canada 

sTam~;·· 
... M~~~etplace 

October 9, 10, 11, 1981 

~T~x 
: canada 

Chapter 114 
of the 
Royal Philatelic Society of Canada 

June 11, 12, 13, 1982 
Both events take place at The Sheraton Centre 
in Toronto and feature: 

• Exhibitions (National Class and Class of Honour) 
• OwswndinK International Bomse 
• Seminars 
• M <my more attractions 

· F~trrher informati(Jn can bf! obtained against 
SASE from: 
Stampex Canada 
Stamp Exhipitions Canada, Inc. 
16) Alncss Srrccr. 
[\ nvnsvi.:w. Onrarit>, 

Stamp Marketplace 
Ph ilatelic Exhibition 

Consultants, Ltd., 
565 AI ness Srrcer. 
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PATRIOTIC POSTCARD SERIES 
by W. L. Gutzman 

J ____________________________ ; 
CREST AND VIEW FRAMED BY MAPLE LEAVES - WBR 9 

This was another early series, with usage as 
early as November 5, 1904. A black and white 
view is framed by green and red, or green and 
gold, maple leaves in various shades, with the 
Canada Coat-<>f-Arms at left. The red, white 
and blue Union Jack is draped along the right 
side and base of the view. 

Publishers were Warwick Bros. and Rutter, 
Limited, Toronto. The publisher's name gener
ally appears either on the face of the card or on 
th_e address side. In a few cases, the distributor's 
name appears instead, on the face. 

The backs of these cards show great varia
tion in both design and colour, and no attempt 
is m;lde to classify them. The early ones were 
undivided. In late 1905 they became divided, 
although some of the former show usage in 
1906. The words "Canadian Souvenir PostCard" 
appeared in all cases, sometimes in red, some
times in green and often in blue in the standard 
intricate WBR design. 
139 Sandwich St. West, Windsor, Ont. 

(also 3080) 
140 Ferry Landing, Windsor, Ont. 
141 Victoria Avenue, Windsor, Ont. 

144 Armouries, Windsor, Ont. 
145 Bathing House, Stanley Island, 

Cornwall, Ont. 
148 Mountain near Cranbrook, B.C. 
166 A Summer Afternoon At Lome Park. 
191 Victoria Park, Truro, N.S. 
192 l.C.R. Station & Tracks, Truro, N.S. 
193 Academy, Truro, N.S. 
199 Court House, Rossland, B.C. 
207 Across the Bay from Penetanguishene, 

Ontario 
211 Canoeing on the Sev.ern, Orillia, Ont. 
217 Road to Piper's Dam, Goderich, Ont. 
222 Cariboo Freight Wagons Leaving 

Ashcroft, B.C. 
223 Empress Leaving for China and Japan. 
229 On the Inlet, Vancouver, B.C. 
252 Weiland House, St. Catharines, Ont. 
253 Main Street West, Kamloops, B.C. 
282 Harbor View, Owen Sound, Ont. 
283 King's Royal Hotel, Owen Sound, Ont. 
284 Collieries, Lethbridge, N.W.T. 
286 Government House, Ottawa, Ont. 
317 Yarmouth, N.S. 
327 Royal Victoria Hospital, Montreal 
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374 
394 
395 
416 

440 
415 
497 
498 
528 
531 
535 
536 
562 
566 
567 
570 
574 

576 
593 
594 
604 
611 
633 
649 
671 

813 

Queen's University, Kingston, Ont. 814 "The Quinte",Belleville, Ont. 
Public Gardens, Halifax, N.S. 852 Public School, Listowel. (also 852, 
Victoria Hospital, London, Ont. Type 5). 
Lou. F . Scholes,Amateur Champion 863 St. Ninian's Cathedral, Antigonish, N.S. 
Sculler of the World 866 Fort Cumberland near Amherst, N.S. 
Liverpool, N.S. by Moonlight. 886 Chapel~onvent Sisters C.N.D., 
Macdonald Park, Kingston Richmond, Que. 
Thousand Islands, near Gananoque, Ont. 932 Berlin and Waterloo Hospital. 
St. Louis Gate, Quebec. 936 Thousand lslands,near Brockville, Ont. 
McGill University, Montreal, Que. 937 Market Building, Charlottetown, P.E.I. 
Columbia River, Revelstoke, B C. 962 Thousand lslands,near Brockville, Ont. 
Kingston Harbour. 980 Yonge Street Wharf, Toronto 
St. Louis Square, Montreal, Que. 992 Waterfront.Annapolis Royal, N.S. 
Bird's eye view of Dalhousie, N.B. 3018 Annapolis Royal, N.S. from Laquille. 
St. Mary's Cathedral, Kingston, Ont. 3025 Pulp Mill No. 2 Sault Ste Marie Ont. 
Winnipeg Beach, Lake Winnipeg, Man. 3039(W) Digging Out Snow Plow, N.S. 
Woodstock College. 3044 Point Prim Light, Digby, N.S. 
Drill Hall, Brantford, Ont. - also 3045 View From The Hill, Digby, N.S. 
Armouries, Brantford. 3051 Waiting For The Opening of Navigation, 
Bankers Regatta, Halifax, N.S. Sault Ste. Marie. 
Grand River, Brantford, Canada 3062 Irish Guard Band. 
Grand River, Brantford, Ont. 3063 The Armouries, Windsor, Ont. 
Grand. Trunk Depot, Barrie, Ont. 3080 Sandwich Street West, Windsor, Canada 
Pret ty River, Collingwood, Ont. 3151 St. James Church & Presbytery, 
Sturgeon Point, near Lindsay, Ont. Eganville, Ont. 
View in Guelph, Ont. 3173 General Hospital, Brockville, Ont. 
Macdonald Institute and Hall, 3266 Bird 's Eye-View of Wellington, Ont. 
Guelph, Ont. 3494 Main Street, Winchester, Ont. 
Kiltie's Band, Belleville, Ont. 

THE NEW 
SQUARED CIRCLE HANDBOOK 

IS HERE! 
DELNERY: IMMEDIATE 

$40.00 per copy 

Over 450 Pages Containing Everything You 
Ever Wanted To Know About Squared Circles 

Discounts Available to Recognised Dealers - Minimum Order 10 Copies 

SNAPS BOOK DEPARTMENT 
P.O. Box 143 

St. Vital Post Office 
WmniJXg, Manitoba, Canada R2M 4A5 
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THANK YOU! 

What a pleasure it was to hold my first public 
auction in June! We had over 100 people present 
at each session with 78 actually buying lots on 
the floor and 86 more through the mail. I was 
gratified by the number of people who commented 
on the qualify of my catalogue and on the profes
sional manner in which the auction was conducted. 
My sincere thanks to all who supported the sale 
as consignors, buyers or bidders. 

NEXT SALE NOVEMBER 11 

invite you to participate in my next sale. 
Catalogues are avilable by subscription- -the next 
4 sales, plus prices realized, $15. 

ROBERT LAIRD STAMPS UMITED 
SUITE 310-20 VICTORIA ST., TORONTO. CANADA M5C 2NB 

(4161 362-4323 
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THE CENTENNIAL DEFINITIVES 
STUDY GROUP 

BOOKLETS OF THE CENTENNIAL ISSUE 
by Douglas Irwin 

PART4 

CS Bk 69, 25~ booklet containing one pane of 
3xl~+ l x6~+2x8~ 

This booklet is, without a doubt, the 
most complex booklet ever issued by the Canada 
Post Office. There are weU over 100 different 
booklets which can be collected. They are 
printed on basically three different UV grades 
of paper - non 11uorescent (plain), low fluores
cent (white) and a medium fluorescent paper 
(called hibrite in the Canada Specialized cat
alogue, but in no way as intense as the hibrite 
sheet stamps of the Centennial issue). 

There are two types of Ottawa tagging in 
these booklets. The initial tagged panes were 
printed with OP4 migrating phosphor, while 
the later printings (1973) had the OP2 non
migrating phosphor. The OP4 migrating phos
phor tagged panes were always sealed with a 
black or grey gum strip, while the OP2 non
migrating phosphor booklets had a clear sealing 
strip. The OP2 tagging bars can be found ending 
on the selvedge above the pane or running com
pletely through the selvedge, depending on the 
location of the pane on the printing cylinder. 

NON FLUORESCENT {PLAIN) PAPER 
BOOKLETS 

The booklet panes on plain paper appear 
only in the 10 different brown covers. They are 
OP2 Otiawa tagged, with the tagging bars either 
ending on the selvedge above the pane or run
ning completely through it. The booklets are 
sealed with a clear gum line and counting marks 
are found on the "1910 vehicle" booklet. 

The plain paper panes also appear untag
ged in the 10 different brown covers, with a 
grey sealing strip and counting marks occurring 
on the "1910 vehicle" booklet. This variety is 
unlisted in catalogues. 

LOW FLUORESCENT (WHITE) PAPER 
BOOKLETS 

Booklet panes on low fluorescent paper 
appear in the two different covers in black 

("Free dispenser ... " and ·'Pre-stamped ... ") 
and are sealed with a black gum line. Counting 
marks can be found on either cover. The low 
fluorescent panes also appear in the 10 different 
brown covers, with a grey sealing strip and with 
counting marks occurring on either the "1910 
vehicle" booklet or the "motorcycle" booklet 
as shown in f~gure 1. The counting mark on the 
"1910 vehicle" is generally found near the top 
of the cover on the fold, while on the "motor
cycle" booklet the counting mark is found near 
the bcttom of the cover on the fold. 

1. Counting marks on "motorcycle" and 
"1910 vehicle" booklets 

The low fluorescent panes come Ottawa tag
ged with OP4 migrating phosphor bars which go 
completely through the selvedge above the pane. 
These tagged panes can be found in the "Free 
dispenser ..• " and "Pre-stamped ... " black 
covers with a black sealing strip. Counting marks 
appear to be found only on the "Pre-stamped ... " 
cover. We would appreciate hearing from any
one who has a counting mark on the "Free dis
penser .. . " cover in this tagged booklet. 

The low fluorescent panes also come 
Ottawa tagged with OP2 non-migrating phos
phor, with phosphor bars either ending on the 
selvedge or running completely through it. This 
paper variety sc t is unlisted in catalogues. These 
tagged panes are found in the 10 different 
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brown covers, and seem to be the rarest set of 
all the 25¢ sets in brown. The degree of paper 
fluorescence is slightly lower than the corres
ponding untagged panes. The booklets have a 
clear sealing strip and the counting mark seems 
to only occur on the "191 0 vehicle" booklet. 

MEDIUM FLUORESCENT PAPER 
BOOKLETS 

The untagged inedium fluorescent paper 
panes appear in the "Free dispenser ~:." and 
"Pre-stamped ... " black. covers with· trtack seal
ing strips, with counting marks on .the "Pre
stamped ... " covers. The medium fluorescent 
untagged panes also occur in the 10 different 
brown covers with grey sealing strips and count
ing marks on the "1910 vehicle"booklet or the 
"motorcycle" booklet {fJgUre 1), and in the 10 
different brown covers with a clear sealing strip 
and counting marks on the " 1910 vehicle" 
booklet. 

The OP4 migrating phosphor tagged 
panes appear in the "Free dispenser ... " and 
"Pre-stamped ... " black covers with black seal· 
ing strips and counting marks on the "Pre
stamped ... " cover. These panes also occur in 
the 10 different brown covers with grey sealing 
strips and the counting mark on the " 1910 
vehicle" booklet cover. The OP4 tagging bars 
run completely through the selvedge. 

The medium fluorescent panes also come 
Ottawa tagged with OP2 non-migrating phos
phor, with the tagging bars either ending on the 
selvedge above the pane or running completely 
through it. The booklets have a clear sealing 
strip and the counting marks seem to occur 
only on the "1910 vehicle" booklet. 

VARIETIES 

A very scarce variety occured in the 25¢ 
wicket booklets {CS Bk 69b) in which the back 
cover of one booklet was glued to the front 
cover of another booklet. On the front cover of 
the top booklet is stamped in black ink "2 
BOOKLETS OF" {fJgure 2). Research was 
being conducted on new 50¢ vending machines, 
and booklets were made up in this manner by 
the manufacturer. They were dispensed through 
three vending machines in Toronto for a very 
short period of time in early 1972. The Post 
Office seems to be confused as to how many of 
these booklets were actually prepared. In the 
Philatelic Bulletin(!) the Post Office stated that 
3200 sets of booklets were prepared. However, 
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in a personal letter from the Post Office concer
ning these booklets, they state that between 
frve and six hundred sets were made up. Perhaps 
further study will clear up this discepancy. The 
example shown in fJgUre 2 has a counting mark 
copy of CS Bk 69b (with back cover inscription 
reading "Pre-stamped envelopes" glued to the 
front cover of a copy of CS Bk 69b (with back 
cover inscription reading "Free dispenser ... ". 
The two booklets have black sealing strips and 
the stamps are on medium fluorescent paper. We 
have also seen examples where the "Free Dis-
penser ... " booklet is on top and the "Pre-
stamped ... " booklet is." on the bottom. 

2. SCilTCe "2 Booklets or variety 

· . There are a large number of varieties 
occuring in the 25¢ booklets which result from 
improper inking of the printing plates. These 
include missing or broken frame lines, partially 
missing numbers, and missing portions of the 
design(2). These varieties arising from poor ink
ing of the printing plate are most common in 
the 69cii booklets (medium fluorescent paper, 
10 designs in brown, OP2 Ottawa tagged and 
clear sealing strips). Figure 3 shows an example 
of one of these booklets whe~ the 8¢ Queen 
(R3/1) is missing an eye, while in figure 4 the 
6¢ black stamp appears as a poorly printed 
Image (R2/1) with substantial portions of the 
design missing. In the 69cii booklets, the top 
row of 1¢ stamps appears as poorly printed 

3. "Missing Eye", due to poor inking 



4. Portions of design missing 

im11ges (due to improper inking of the printing 
plate) while the .1¢ stamp (R2/2) appears as a 
properly printed stamp. Although examples of 
poor inking are most prevalent on the 69cii 
booklets, numerous examples can be found on 
virtually all the different types of 25¢ booklets. 

Some major horizontal shifts in the cent· 
ral vertical perforations can be found in the 25¢ 
booklets (this series of articles considers a major 
shift to occur when the perforations run 
tluough the printed portion of the stamp). The 
25¢ wicket booklets (CS Bk 69b) have ·been 
found with the vertical perforations shifted to 
the left into the design of the stamp. The stamps 
are untagged on medium fluorescent paper with 
a black sealing strip. 

The 25¢ booklets in sets of 10 different 
cover designs (CS Bk 69cii) can be found with 
the vertical perforations shifted to the right. 
The shift is into the design of the stamp but the 
extent of the shift varies. The booklets have a 
clear sealing strip and the stamps are printed on 
medium fluorescent paper and are Ottawa tag-

5. Perforation shift variety 

ged. This variety is illustrated in figure 5. 
In some instances, an ,.abnormally large 

space or an abnormally small space between hor
izonal perforations (the perforations are so close 
that in some cases they are doubled) can be 
found along the right or left edge of the panes. 
These varieties probably result from improper 
alignment of the perforating drum between suc
cessive sweeps during the manufacturing of the 
booklets. 

A constant plate variety can be found in 
the 10 designs in brown booklets. It takes the 
form of an ink spot in the sky above the moun
tains on the 1¢ stamp (R2/2) and has previously 
been referred to as "The airplane in the sky"(J). 
This variety seems to occur on 69i, 69bi, 69cii 
and 69d, among any of the ten individual brown 
covers. We have not seen this variety occuring 
in the 25¢ black wicket booklets. This would 
indicate that the flaw occurred on the printing 
plate sometime after the 25¢ wicket booklets 
had been printed (and while the 25¢ brown sets 
were being printed). 

One of the most outstanding varieties we 
have seen results from a pane of Bk 69cii being 
attached upside down onto the cover. In normal 
booklets, the pane is attached via selved~;e to 
the inside of the front cover and the face of the 
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pane is seen when the cover is opened, along 
with a "Free dispenser ... " or "Pre-stamped ... " 
inscription in grey on the inside of the front 
cover. But in the variety, the pane selvedge is 
attached to the back cover and upside down, so 
that when the front cover is opened, the gum 
side of the pane is seen. When the booklet is 
opened from the back, the front of the pane is 
seen (covering the grey inscription on the front 
cover) . The inside of the back cover shows an 
offset of the pane of stamps indicating that the 
pane was indeed attached improperly during 
the manufacturing. Figure 6 shows a normal 
booklet and the variety. 

We have also seen offsets occurring in 
these 25¢ booklets (particularly in 69cii) with 

as much as CANADA and the value being offset 
onto the gum side of the pane. 

We would be interested in hearing about 
any further Centennial booklet varieties not dis
cussed in this series of articles. Please contact us 
at: Centennial Defmitives Study Group, 
2250 Lawrence Ave. East, /1406, Scarborough, 
Ontario, MlP 2P9. 

REFERENCES: 
1. Canada Post Office Philatelic BuUetin, 

volume 1, number 3. 
2. Ken W. Pugh, Canada The1967-73 Defm

itive Issue, page 61. 
3. Ken W. Pugh, ibid, page 61. 

6. Offset at bottom of pane 

TABLE I 

Summary of the paper varieties of the 25¢ black wicket booklets (with back cover inscriptions) 
"Free dispenser .. . " or "Pre-stamped ... ") 

PAPER TAGGING COUNTING MARK 

low fluoreSl»nt none Free dispenser ... 
Pre-stamped ... 

low fluorescent OP4 Pre-stamped ... 
medium fluorescent none Pre·stamped ... 
medium fluorescent OP4 Pre-stamped ... 
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TABLE II 

Summary of the paper varieties of the 25¢ sets (ten different designs in brown) 

PAPER SEALING STRIP 

non fluorescent black 

non fluorescent cle~ 

non fluorescent clear 

low fluorescent black 

low fluorescent black 

low fluorescent clear 

low fluorescent clear 

medium fluorescent black 

medium fluorescent clear 

medium fluorescent black 

medium fluorescent clear 

.medium fluorescent clear 

AUCTION BUYERS 

Having your personal representative on 
the floor is often a distinct advantage. I 
am an experienced agent, and available. 

George Wegg 
Bo x 68, Station Q Toronto, Canada 
M4T2L7 (416)489-4683 

TAGGING COUNTING MARK 

none 1910 vehicle 

OP2 ending on selvedge 1910 vehicle 

OP2 completely 1910 vehicle 
tagged selvedge 

none motorcyle or 
1910 vehicle 

OP4 completely 1910 vehicle 
tagged selvedge 

OP2 ending on selvedge 1910 vehicle 

OP2 completely 1910 vehicle 
tagged selvedge 

none 
motorcycle or 
1910 vehicle 

none 1910 vehicle 

OP4 completely 1910 vehicle 
tagged selvedge 

OP2 ending on selvedge 1910 vehicle 

OP2 completely 1910 vehicle 
tagged selvedge 

QUALITY 
BRITISH COMMONWEALTH 

We will quote from your want 

lut. Most better items are available 

Prampt and personal service 

B&J STAMP CO., INC. 

703 Market Street, Suite 303 
San Francisco, CA. 94103 
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HARMERS 
INTERNATIONAL A NEW SEASON 

A NEW LOOK . .. 
Beginning with the 1981-82 Season, the four Houses of Harmers Interna

tional, in London , New York, San Francisco, and Sydney, will consolidate 
their numerous Specialized and General Auctions so that: 

EVERY HARMER SALE WILL BE OF MAJOR IMPORTANCE. 

Both New York and London will schedule eight or nine sales, with San 
Francisco and Sydney each conducting an additional three or four auctions. 

VENDORS AND BUYERS GAIN 

For t he Vendor: 

For the Buyer: 

Stamps included in major, well-publicized 
auctions. Greater interest generated than 
for smaller auctions, substantially increas
ing the number of bidders. 
As in the past, separate catalogues issued 
for important specialized collections. 

Larger and more important auctions with 
a wider selection of material. 
Major sales worthy of personal atten
dance rather than mail bids. 

Harmers International 
cordially invite you 
to JOIN THEM IN 

THE NEW SEASON' 

For complete details on t he unique and 
comprehensive services available to both 
buyer and vendor contact the Harmer 
House most convenient to you. A free 
brochure, "Philatelic Selling," and/or 
catalogue application form may be 
obtained from the addresses below. 

London: 
1\ew York: 
San Francisco: 
Svdnov: 

HARMERS INTEI\NATIONAL 
41 New l}ond St rc•t, London, W1A 4 I'H, Fnglond Phone : 01-629 0218 
6 West 48th 5 trect. :-.:ew York, NY Hl016 Phone: (212) 737-4460 
49 Gearv Sttl'<!t, San hanc•sco, CA 94102 Phone: (415) 391-8244 
Phllas House, 17-19 Brisbane Street, S)•dncv, :O...S.W. 2010, Au<tr,,ha Phone. 264-8685 
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THE FLAG CANCEL STUDY GROUP 
TYPE 3 MONTREAL 

by Larry R. Paige 
The Type 3 flag cancel was a product of 

the ftrst experimental Bickerdike cancelling 
machine to be put into service at the Montreal 
Post Office. The new Bickerdike machine was 
possibly installed during late November 1896. 
The earliest usc reported is 2 December 1896. 

Use of Type 3 on the Bickerdike machine 
seems to have been very sporadic. The reason 
for this is the subject of much speculation. The 
only dates I have actually seen are the early 
date of 2 December 1896, the 30 December 
1896 example in my own collection, as well as 
the late date of 3 January 1897 in my collec
tion. I have also seen a xerox copy owned by a 
California collector. One reason I think that the 
Type 3 is so scarce is that possibly, the Bicker
dike being a new machine, postal employees 

may have been a little shy of the introduction 
of new equipment. This is quite a normal thing 
even today. I have over the years seen only 5 
examples of the Type 3 flag cancel, and would 
welcome reports from collectors owning this 
very scarce cancel. 

The new Bickerdike machine appears to be 
almost identical to the Imperial machine. 
Though the Imperial cancelling machines were 
a tremendous advance over handstamping, they 
were very slow. The Bickerdike appeared to be 
much quieter and could be operated with 
greater speed and efficiency. 

The Type 3 is very much different from 
the Type 7 used at Montreal. The letters in 
CANADA are larger than in the Type 7, meas
uring 3 m m or less. It is possible that the 

1. Type 3 Montreal Flag Cancel 
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Type 3 may be hidden in collections as a Type 
7, but this can be detected by the date of use. 
The valuation of this flag cancel is that the 
1896 uses are worth $30.00, with the 1897 
date valued at $100.00. I personally think both 
1896 and 1897 uses are very, very scarce. The 
Type 3 is a top priority on most collectors want 
lists. Whatever the reason for the scarcity of the 
Type 3, I think both the 1896 and 1897 uses 
are undervalued. 

The latest date of use reported is 3 Jan
uary 1897. This is quite unusual, as this date is 
a Sunday night, at 19- 0 (7 p.m.). The illust
ration shows a portion at the top right of the 
flag missing. Was it possible damage to the flag 

die? If so, this could be the reason for service 
of this die being discontinued. 

The experimental Bickerdike machine was 
in use at the same time as the Imperial machine 
with the Type 1 flag cancel, in the no yeardate 
stage of the dater dial. The illustration shows a 
Type 1 flag · with exactly the same date and 
.time as the late use of the Type 3. The experi
mental use of the Bickerdike machine appar
ently was satisfactory to postal officials as the 
Bickerdike machine was to be used for future 
flag cancels put into service at Montreal. Type 
5 was in use by 10 July 1897, followed by 
Types 6-, 7, 8, and 9. 

3. Type 1 Montreal used at exactly the same time 
as the latest known Type 3 
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RECOGNIZED BUYERS 
OF 

CANADIAN POSTAL HISTORY 

JiM A. HENNOK LTD. IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THE 

PURCHASE OF THE WORLD FAMOUS CANAD IAN SQUARED CIRCLE 

POSTMARK COLLECTION FORMED BY STANLEY F. COHEN OF 

BIRMINGHAM, ENGLAND. TH IS 15 VOLUME COLLECTION WAS PUT 

TOGETHER GRADUALLY OVER MANY YEARS AND WAS STEAD ILY 

IMPROVED UNTIL IT BECAME THE BEST OF ITS KIND IN THE WORLD . 

TH E SCOPE IS WIDE, INCLUDING DIFFERENT HAMM ERS, SUPERB 

COVERS, INDICIA VARIETIES AND EARLY AND LATE DATES, IN 

SHORT, EVERYTHING TO DO WITH "SQUARES" IS INCLUDED. 

THE NEW SQUARED CIRCLE H ANDBOOK WILL BE PUBLISHED 

SOON AND IS SURE TO GENERATE MORE INTEREST IN THIS ALREADY 

POPULAR AND ATTRACTIVE ASPECT OF B . N.A. POSTAL HISTORY. 

PRICES OF THE VERY RARE ITEMS HAVE ALREADY ESCALATED. 

WE DO HOWEVER, STOCK THOUSANDS OF REASONABLY PRICED, 

ATTRACTIVE COVERS AND STAMPS, SOME FOR LESS THAN A DOLLAR 

EACH! WHATEVER YOUR PRICE RANGE, WE PROMISE YOU A LOT OF 

FUN WITH "SQUARES". 

PLEASE WR ITE OR CALL US IF YOU WISH TO PURCHASE OR 

DISPOSE OF ANY CANADIAN POSTAL H ISTORY MATERIAL. 

43 Adelaide East 
Toronto, Ontario 

JIM A. HENNOK L TO . 

Canada M5C 1 J4 
Tel : (416) 363 -7757 

BNA TOPICS I SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER, 1981 /37 



BNAPS: THE BUSINESS SIDE 
BNAPS ELECTED OFFICERS 

PRESIDENT James C. Lehr, 2918 Cheshire Road, Wilmington, DE 19810 
PAST PRESIDENT 
VICE PRESIDENT 

2nd V ICE PRESIDENT 
TREA$URER 

. Guy des Rivieres, 71 Rue St. Pierre, Quebec, P.O. G1 K 4A4 
Michael Dicketts, 61 Alwington Ave., Kingston, Ont. K7L 4R4 
Robert H. Pratt, 7912 N. Beach Dr., Milwaukee, WI 53217 
Edmund A. Harris, 620-75 Ave. N:W., Calgary, Alta. T2K OP9 
Edward J. Whiting, 25 Kings Circle, Marlyern, PA.19355 SECRETARY 

BOARD OF GOV!:RNORS 
Ten sittings: Five elected in the even numbered years for f,our year terms 

Serving until Dec. 31, 1982 Serving until Dec. 31, 1984 
Lee Brandorn Glenn Hansen Leo LaFrance (Chairman of Board) 

Garvin Lohman Trelle Morrow C. Ronald McGuire Wilmer Rockett 
Cla,rence Sti.Jlions William Simpson Harry Sutherland 

From the Secretary 
EDWARD J. WHITING 

25 l<ings Circle 
Malvern, Pa. 19355 U.S.A. 

*3984 
*3985 
*3986 
*3987 
*3988 
*3989 
*3990 
*3991 

*3992 

*3993 
*3994 
*3996 
*3998 
*3999 

*4006 
*4009 
4056 
4064 
4068 
4069 

REPORT DATE:· 1 August,1981 

NEW MEMBERS 

Kessel, JohnS., 19925- 78th Ave. S.E., Snohomish, WA 98290 
Steeves, Dr. A. E., 20 Fleming Dr., Halifax, N.S. B3P 1A9 
Soucek, Dr. Richard J., 1 Wilson Dr., Pittsburgh, PA 15202 
Hinds, Norman C. Jr., Box 456, 19 Inn St., Newburyport, MA 01950 
York, David A., 1207 Hillcrest Rd., Akron, PA 17501 
Harris, D. Robin, 121 Broad Bay, Winnipeg, Man. R2G OR1 
Mclaughlin, David Merwvn, 12 Gloucester Pl., Bramalea, Ont. L6S 2E5 
Brown, Keith C. V ., Clyde Vincett Stamps Ltd., Box 9148 Station F, 
Calgary, Alta. T2J 5S7 
Roushorn, Wilson H.D., W. D. Stamps, P. 0. Box 337, Waverley, N.S. 
BON 2SO . 
Herscovici, Seymour J., 230 Sedgefield Ave., Pointe Claire, Que. H9R 1 P2 
VanOw;lenaren, Hendrikus, 36 North St., Bobcaygeon, Ont. KOM 1AO 
Gardner, Abraham B., 318 Beauregard Heights, Hampton, VA 23669 
Stratton, John H., 313 St. David St., Stratford, Ont. N5A 1 E1 
Boone, Mel A., The Canadian Embassy, 220 Hayardon St., P. 0. Box 6410, 
Tel Aviv, I srael 
Nimmo, Dr. Andrew P., Entomology Dept., Univ. of Alta., Edmonton, A lta. T6G 2E3 
Moffat, G. Palmer, 4542 E. Camino de Oro, Tucson, AZ 85718 
Navary, James T ., P. 0 . Box 15278,,Chesapeake, VA 23320 
Hallett, Crispin J., 689 Carney St., Prince George, B.C. V2M 2K5 
Ross, Lewis No., 1500 Howard Ave., Burlingame, CA 94010 
Behm, Michael,# 32, 201 Erb St. W ., Waterloo, Ont. N2L 1 V6 

* Effective June 1980 but not previously published through an oversight. 
Our apologies to these members. 
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APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 

(Objections must be f iled with the Secretary IMMEDIATELY upon publication) 

4099 HODGE, lan, P. 0. Box 115, Brossard, Que. J4Z 3J1 
D Canada general, Pence issues, Cents issues. Proposed by V . W. Carmichael 2941, 
Seconded by A. F. Narbonne 2415. 

4100 KUNZLI, Robert H., 1763 Abbott St., Kelowna, B.C. V1Y 1B3 
DC Canada postage complete. Poposed by H . G. Walburn 243, Seconded by 
D. B. Crane 1139. 

4101 LIVERMORE, Fella F., 519 Olde Greenwich Cr., Fredericksburg, VA 22401 
C Flag Cancels, Exhibition Cancels, Squared Circle Cancels. Proposed by 
G. J. Noble, 3227. 

4102 KREPP, Juho, Box 1989, Medley, Alta. TOA 2MO 
C Canada & Newfoundland in general, Parfins. Proposed by E. J. Whit ing L-61 . 

4103 DAVIS, G. H., R.D.;~1. Fawn Dr., Lebanon, NJ 08833 
C Canada mint & used singles, Special Delivery. Proposed by E.J. Whiting L-61 . 

4104 FARREN, James J., 23 Wolverton Ct., Stone Mountain GA 30087 
C Newfoundland general, Canada '67 Centennial definitives, Canada varieties. Proposed 
by E. J. Whiting L-61 . 

4105 MOOSE, L. Frederick, 7177 E. Costi lla Dr., Englewood, CO 80112 
C Newfoundland general, Canada general, New Brunswick. Poposed by E.J . Whiting L-61. 

4106 CHARLAND, Walter E., 2162 Harbor View Dr., Dunedin, FL 33528 
C Elizabeth II mint singles, plate blocks, varieties, '67 Centennial definitives, mint 
singles, plate blocks, varieties, Officials (OHMS/G), mint & used singles & blocks. 
Proposed by E. J . Whiting L-61. 

4107 Gl FFEN, Bentley B., 16256 Laguna St., Victoriaville, CA 92392 
C Canada covers, precancels, general. Proposed by G. J. Noble 3227, Seconded by 
C. A. McGuire L-2859. 

APPLICATIONS PENDING 

(Applications pending both publication of the application and Membership Committee concurrence) 

4071 Davis, Jack 4087 Utberg, NeilS. 
4075 Toulch, Fred C. 4088 Smith, Denis V. 
4076 Goodrich, Gil 4089 Douglas, Melvin H. 
4077 Towle, Charles L. 4090 Herder, Edward J. 
4078 Barie, Michael, J. 4091 Falls, Michael E. 
4079 Campbell, Dr. Alexander D. 4092 Faust, Mrs. Joanne B. 
4080 Crowther, Alan L. 4093 Mel nnes, Glenn A . 
4081 Parsons, Robert S. 4094 Mclaughlin, Harold 
4082 Janes, Edwin H. 4095 Newswanger, Carl K. 
4083 Reid, Graham 4096 Ellwood, Andrew W. 
4084 Freedman, Dr. Murray H. 4097 Holroyd, Br ian A. 
4085 Singh, Madan Mohan 4098 Perrou, Robert J. 
4086 Fallon, Ron 

REPLACED ON THE ROLLS 

3296 Cherns, Larry J., 6 Arvona Dr., St. Catharines, Ont. L2T 3J4 

2468 
292 

E-109 
1850 

DECEASED 

Horning, Dr. W. Clarke, 3175 Sheringham Pl., Victoria, B.C. VSR 3R9 
Denton, Bert K ., Rua dos Cedros, Bloco 2, 3° Esq0

, 2765 Estoril, Portugal 
Marler, George C., Montreal, Quebec 
Rumball, Dr. N.H., Toronto, Ontario 
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ADDRESS CHANGES 

3999 Boone, Mel A., The Canadian Embassy, 220 Hayardon St., P. 0. Box 6410, Tel Aviv, 
Israel 

L-2656 
3831 
2661 

Prowse, Rev. G. David, Box 1010, Medley, Alta. TOA 2MO 
Bradbury, Ramon E., 105 Hansen Ad. N., Unit 5, Brampton, Ont. L6V 3C9 
Wonnacott, Dr. J. Brian, Raleigh Hills Medical Clinic, 6166 South Loop East, 
Houston, TX 77087 

4057 
4066 
3741 
308 
3327 
3729 

Traquair, A. Scott, 1003- 2000 Main St. W., Hamilton, Ont. LBS 4M8 
Mackenzie, Margaret P. J., 78 Prince Edward Ave., Pointe Claire, Que. H9A 4C7 
Pharo, Gale F ., 537 B New Mexico Dr., Stephenville, Nfld. A2N 2W2 
Wegg, GeorgeS., Box 68, Station Q, Toronto, Ont. M4T 2L7 
Arthurs, Lawrence D., #16, 185 Woodridge Dr. S.W., Calgary, Alta. T2W 3X7 
Evans, JeffreyS., Box 24224, Seattle, WA 98124 

X Canadian Philatelic Society of Great Britain, Colin Banfield, Librarian, 
32, Coolgardie Avenue, Chigwell, Essex, England 

X Royal Philatelic Society of Canada, Ms. Roddie Gould, Sec'y ., 
P. 0 . Box 1054, Station A, Toronto, Ont. M5W 1G5 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 
RATES: 25 words for $3.00: 10¢ per extra word. Discount of 25% for 4 or more consecutive 

in,l·rls C~f lk s.;me ad. Full p;lyment must accompany ad copy. 

Receipt of advertising copy does not constitute acceptance. 

FOR SAlE 

LARGE COLLECTION- Canadian plate blocks 
in matched sets and single corners- -20 to 
40% discount from Lyman's. Also complete 
booklets, postal stationery, used stamps, 
etc. Mint New Zealand, Guernsey and Jer· 
sey. Let me know your wants. Good prie11s 
and service. Fred Kraemer, Box 504, 
Kelowna, B.C. Canada V1Y 7P1 

LITER AT UR E 

OUT OF PRINT OR CURRENT TITLES- We 
welcome your inquiries. Philately in Print, 
Box 72, Station 'A', Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada, M5W 1 X4 

WANTED 

CANADIAN POSTAL STATIONERY --wanted 
to buy or trade, including special order 
envelopes, railway express cards and pre· 
cancelled cards. Dick Staecker, 384 
Regal Drive, London, Ontario. N5Y 1J7. 

NEWFOUNDLAND TOBACCO TAX PAlOS, 
revenues, pence forgeries wanted. Buy or 
trade. Steve Bassett, Box •. 5355, Madison, 
Wl53705 

WANTED 

CANADIAN PIONEER- and semi-official air· 
mail covers and aerogrammes. Especially 
require covers flown in British Columbia, 
1919-1921, used Canadian aerogrammes 
and Forces Air Letter Forms to the United 
Kingdom 1942 to 1980, and Canadian and 
foreign aircraft crash (interrupted) covers 
and governmental container envelopes 
returning interrupted mail to senders. Con· 
tact Major R. K. Malott (Retired). 16 Har
wick Crescent, Nepean, Ontario, Canada 
K2H 6R1 

CANADA PEACE ISSUE (268-273) on cover, 
especially high values and officials. Send 
material, state price/trade wanted. Mike 
Street, Box 7230, Ancaster, Ont. L9G 3N6. 

SUNNY ALBERTA- Still looking for anything 
in Alberta Cancels and Postal H istory-
Territorial Forward. Keith R. Spencer, 
3659-109 Street, Edmonton, Alberta 
T6J 1C2. 

PRECANCELS WANTED: Multiples, covers, 
better singles. Will buy or trade. Write: D. 
Marasco, 34047 McCrimmon Ave. 
Abbotsford, B.C. Canada V2S 2V6 
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MARESCH 
WHERE THE BNA ACTION IS 

With a minimum of four Auction Sales a 
year, we probably sell more proofs, 
stamps, and postal history of British 
North America than any other auction 
house. 

As a collector of this material you should 
be on our mailing list (Canada $10, 
U.SA. $15, Overseas $20 per year 
including realizations). 

If you are thinking of selling your 
treasures, we will put as much love and 
care into presenting them as you did in 
collecting. 

We also sell British Colonies and Western 
Europe, and have the experts to look 
after your stamps properly - after all 
we have been doing this successfully 
for over 57 years. ~ 

r. rna reach & son =~-~~PS 
••Nca18a4 

330 BAY ST., STE.703 • 'l"'FllNTO, CANADA MeH lil68 • 14161 363·7777 



' ' SI S SONS AUCTIONS " 

One of the best places to buy and sell 
better Canada and B.N.A. since 1946 

UPCOMING AUCTIONS SCHEDULED FOR 

NOVEMBER 1981 FEBRUARY 1982 

Complimentary Catalogue upon request 

Catalogues and Pri ces Realized $ 10 per year 
(Ontario Residents add 7% sales talC) 

Consignments or inqui ries welcomed at any time 

10% Seller's Commission 

J. N. SISSONS INC. 
SUITE 103, MEZZANINE (SHERATON CENTRE HOTEL) 

100 RICHMOND STREET WEST 

TORONTO, ONTARIO, CANADA M5H 3K6 

(416) 364-6003 

MEMBER: C.S.O.A., A.S.O.A. 


