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GEORGES. WEGG LIMITED 
PHILATELISTS 

"STAMPS OF THE WORLD" 

WE BUY AND SELL 

STAMPS - COVERS - POSTCARDS 

We are still working as hard as ever to find and buy better 
collections. It is interesting to note that with the changes in 

the economy there is a bit more material being offered than in 
previous years, but our emphasis is still on better collections. 

If you feel that the time is approaching to consider selling, we 
would like to discuss it with you. No two collections are alike, 
and we have the experience and facilities to help you realize 
maximum returns for your stamps. 

~torge &. J»egg I.tb. 
36 VICTORIA STREET 

TORONTO, CANADA MSC 2N8 

Telephone: (~ 16) 363-1596 



SEMANTICS 

Robert Laird announces 

both an edition and an addition. 
The former will be my 4th 

major auction, said edition to be held 

in Toronto July 8 . This is a genera l 

sale with significant sections of large and 

small Queens and advertising covers. 

The latter will be child No. 3 

(and perhaps 1st girl) due in October. 

perhaps we should call her Virginian 

in honour of the BNAPS Con

vention we shall miss. 

Robert Laird, 
the refreshingly different auction house 

~~--.:.-l 
i ii ~ ROBERT LAIRD STAMPS UMITED 
I I~ SUITE 310-20 VICTORIA ST .. TORONTO. CANADA M5C 2N8 : w (416) 362-4323 
I 
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Tl-iE EDITOR'S PAGE 

THE NATIONAL POSTAL MUSEUM 
In the NOTES section of this issue readers 

will find the full text of a Canada Post press 
release announcing the appointment of Mme. 
Monique Beaulieu to the position of Curator 
of Canada's National Postal Museum. 

Despite the strong support of the philatel
ic community for the idea that the senior offi

cial of the Postal Museum must have a background 
in philately, the powers-that-be have decided 
otherwise. The new Curator readily admits that 
she has no philatelic experience and, according 
to a columnist in the Ottawa Citizen, "The Post 
Office, she says, didn't ask for that expertise." 

The columnist goes on to suggest that per
haps the new hierarchy at Canada Post, resent
ing the role played by Postmaster-General Andre 
Ouellet, who publicly advocated the appoint
ment of someone with a philatelic background, 
made their choice in a perverse effort to get 
back at him. If this is possible, then perhaps 
some of the same perversity was reserved for 
the philatelic community. 

Be that as it may, we have to deal with the 
situation as it is. One thing is certain - they 
aren't about to change their minds. This means, 
of course, that there is no point in wailing about 
it. Being a normally positive type, here is how 

I see it. 

Jim Kraemer, Ron McGuire, and the people 
who have worked for them have managed, in 
the space of ten short years, to start from vir
tually nothing and build a first class museum. 
Not only is it first class in its visual aspect-the 
part which the public sees- -it is first class in 
knowledge of its field . How many articles have 
you seen in which either the author thanks the 
Museum for its assistance with some aspect of 
the work, or the author is a member of the 
museum staff itself? Four current projects, 
which in my opinion are important, are: Re
moving the roadblocks which now prevent the 

Museum from selling or trading duplicate mat
erial in order to acquire items which are not in 
the collection; Cataloguing and preparing the 
large amount of material which is presently in 

by MIKE STREET 

storage; Actively obtaining oral histories from 
some of the 'old-timers', before this informa
tion is lost to us; and, finally, producing more 
small publications, such as The Ocean Mail 
Clerk. 

If the appointment of someone without a 
philatelic background signals a change in the 
guiding philosophy of the museum, it will 
quickly become apparent. If, on the other 
hand, the new Curator is allowed to continue 
the policy of striving for philatelic excellence, 
works toward this end herself, and encourages 
the Museum staff to keep up their good work, 
then we in the philatelic community must 
continue to support the Museum in any way 
we can. 

CONVENTIONS 

By the time most of you read this, it will 
be just about the point of no return as far as 
deciding whether or not to go to Virginia Beach 
is concerned. As a relative newcomer to the 
roll of very active BNAPSers, let me tell you 
that the convention in Ottawa last year was 
well worth while, and since it ended I've been 
champing at the bit, waiting for this year's. 
If you can come to Virginia Beach, do sol 

It will come as no surprise to you to learn 
that there's more to conventi~ns than either 
attending or organizing one. Anyone who has 
read the masthead will have noticed that we 
have a Convention Committee. The function of 
the Convention Committee is not to run this 
year's get-together, rather it is to find locations, 
and people wil l ing to organize, for next year, 
and the year after that, and so on. 

If you check the Calendar you will notice 
that the 1986 and 1987 conventions are open. 
According to our method of alternating con
ventions, 1986 should be in' the USA, with 
1987 in Canada. While it may seem a little 
early to be worried about where the convention 
will be four and five years hence. it is a matter 
of real concern. It takes 1 ~-2 years to properly 
organize a convention, but it often takes the 
same amount of time just to find and set up the 

(Continued on P. 29) 
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CANADNS 
BESTSELLER 

L YMAN'S- THE CANADIAN 
STAMP COLLECTOR'S BIBLE! 
All the information you need to know: 
• Outsells every other Canadian Catalogue 
• Every stamp illustrated in full color 
• Complete listing of Canada & B.N.A. stamps 
• Convenient chronological format 
• Over 30 years as Canadian pricing leader 
• Current market prices by grade 
• First Day Cover pricing • Plate Block pricing 
•lssueDates&Quantities •lnit's35thedition 
• 144 pages and only $3.50 

00 STILL ONLY $3.50 

Cfht.) CharfiOJL' Prtss 299QueenStreetWest, Toronto,OntarioM5V 1Z9 
•............•..•...............................................••. 

Please send me·_copies of the 1982 LYMAN'S STANDARD CATALOGUE 
OF CANADA-B.N.A. POSTAGE STAMPS at $3.50 plus 50¢ postage and 
handling per copy. 
Enclosed is my payment of$ - - ------------
0 Charge my Visa Account Account No. -------'------
0 Charge my Master Charge Account Expiry Date: Month/Year __ _ 

Signature: 
Name: ____________________ __ 

Address: - ---- ----- ---------

Ci~= -----------------------
State/Prov.: _ _ ____ _ Zip/Postal: _______ _ 
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THE 

PRESIDENT'S 
CORNER 
by Jim Lehr 

After serving as Circulation Manager for a 
number of years, Bob Boudignon decided to 
retire from both this job and his work in 
Copper Cliff. He has done a great job through 
many difficult periods and we all send him our 
thanks and best wishes for the future. Although 
he let me know of this some time ago, we have 
moved slowly while trying to redefine the job 
in a way that would help .remove some of the 
load from the Secretary. E. A. (Ritch) Toop in 
Ottawa has now agreed to accept the job of 
Circulation Manager and help us finish a new 
job description. Meanwhile, any and all quest
Ions concerning the delivery of TOPICS, or 
copies of back Issues, should go to Ritch. A 
retired military man now working at the 
National Postal Museum, he is looking forward 
to working with everyone to help keep TOPICS 
as one of the best. 

I just finished talking with Bob Pratt (as I 

write this in February) and one of the things 
we discussed was getting some additional Re· 
gional Representatives to cover all areas of the 
U.S.A. and Canada. I commented on the need 
to get more membership in the Maritimes, and 
he pointed out that the U.S. Mid-West has fewer 
members than any other area of either country. 
Anyone out there who would be interested in 
"isiting stamp clubs, etc. to explain what BNAPS 
is and push for new members should give our 
second V.P. Bob Pratt a call . That's his major 
job responsibility . Anyone interested in set
ting up a new regional group from present 
members in a particular area can also get help 
from Bob. 

By the time this is published publicity on 
the Convention in Virginia Beach should be in 
high gear. This BNAPEX is going to be one of 
the best ever, so get your reservation in now. 
As they say in the car dealer ads, RIGHT NOWI 

BNAPS 

1982 ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
(See the official election notice on Page.9 of this issue) 

Chairman: Bill Walton, Califon, N J 
Members: Jim Kraemer, Ottawa, Ont. 

Jim Lehr, Wilmington, DE 
Jack Wallace, Vancouver, B.C. 

To nominate a member (or members), please 
contact any of the above l)eople. 
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DO YOU COLLECT 
POSTAL HISTORY? 

If so, why not drop us a line 
with your needs? 

This Month's Feature 

A wide selection 
of Advertising Covers 

D&D COVERS INC. 
Dept. B 

P.O. Box 1082 
Oakville, Ont. Canada 

L6J 5E9 

We are always in the market 
to purchase quality covers 

VISA 

Br. Commonwealth 

K.G,V.-Q.E.II Sets NH -LH 

Most colonies wen represented 

- OUR SPECIALITY-

G.B. and Falkland Islands & Dep. 
Free Lists - Want Lists 

B&J STAMP CO. 
703 Market Street, Suite 303 
San Francisco, Calif. 94103 

MINT CANADA 
PRE-WAR 
Specializing in 
ADMIRALS 

and 
19th CENTURY COVERS 

LESLIE GRA Y 
2250 CHANCER Y LANE 
OA K VILLE ONTARIO 

L6J 6A 3 
BNAPS • CSDA · RPSC 

B.N.A. COVERS 

We always have over 5,000 B.N.A. covers in stock 

Selections gladly sent B.N.A.P.S members 

on a pproval 

NEW ENGLAND STAMP COMPANY 
BNAPS Established 1893 ASDA 

643 FIFTH AVENUE SOUTH 

NAPLES, FLORIDA, U.S.A. 33940 
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LETTERS· 
:U SMAL L QUEEN COVER 

Although I do not have a dated copy of the 
3 Cents Small Queen with a date earlier than 
that shown on the JA 17,70 cover from Goderich 
Ontario owned by George Arfken, I do have a 
Ja 26,70 legal size cover that was mailed from 
Goderich to Clinton, Ontario. It is from the 
same correspondence as the Arfken cover. Sent 
to H. Hale, the sender was P.F. Walker. A fine 
pair of the three cents Small Queen is cancelled 
by two strikes of the 2 r ing no. 21 canceller. 

In Lovell's Province of Ontario Directory 
for 1871 there is listed under Goderich a Peter 
F. Walker, deputy clerk of peace and attorney, 
and under Clinton is Horatio Hale conveyancer. 

Edward J. McGrath 
St. Catherines, Ontario 

ADMIRAL H AIRLINES 

The writer suggested previously that 
evidence existed that the 2c red, with hair· 
lines, from Plate No. 4, was not caused by 
continuous cracking of the plate surface during 
printing, but that the cracks existed right from 
the beginning and did not change appreciably 
over the printing period . The Lussey collection 
sold at Maresch has five multiples of Plate 4 
from the original production order (83) and 
from the reproduction order (98). All show the 
same hairlines in the same positions. 

HEL P WANTED 

Hans Reiche 
Ottawa 

GLASFAX is a Canada-wide, non-profit 
organization devoted to the study of glass -
Canadian glass in particular and glass of the 
world, in general. We were formed in 1966-67 
under the sponsorship of Dominion Glass Com
pany, Ltd., (now Domglas) with the idea being 
to research the history of glassmaking in Canada, 
a subject about which not too much had been 
done previously. 

One item submitted for possible publ ica -' 
tion in the Newsletter came from a Western 
member who forwarded a copy of BNA TOPICS, 
Volume 21 , Number 9, Whole Number 216, 
(October 1963) which featured on its cover a 

business envelope for the Canada Glass House 
of Hamilton, Ontario. Apparently the author 
of the article accompanying this cover item, 
Mr. Lloyd W. Sharpe, E.D., Q.C ., is now de
ceased. 

Another glass related philatelic item 
reported to us is the 'Ottawa Glass Works' 
postmark. I believe the name of the office was 
changed to Como, Quebec in 1861. 

Could any of your readers help us obtain 
illustrations of these items? 

Madeline A. Thomson, 
Editor-in-Chief, 

GLASFAX 
Any member who has either item is asked to 
contact TOPICS' Editor- ED. 

POSTM ARKS A ND CANCELS 

David Harding (Letters-Jan/Feb TOPICS) 
has asked about handbooks on postmarks and 
cancels. Several of us (Paul Hughes, Ferd and 
Nicole Belanger, Bruce Graham, and I) are 
working on a series ·of volumes on the Broken 
Circle or Split Ring postmarks of Canada. The 
first volume (Western Canada) is progressing 
well, and future volumes will include Quebec, 
Atlantic Canada, and Ontario, in that order. 
There is no estimated time for publ ication of 
the first volume yet, but a semi-final draft has 
been completed. 

Wtih regard to other types of postmarks, 
the 20th century Duplexes have been· exten
sively described in La Philatelie au Quebec by 
Walker and Dalpe. There is a PHSC study 
group on Barrels and anyone interested in it 
can contact Dr. R.C. Smith, Box 9383, Alta 
Vista Terminal, Ottawa, Ont., K1G 3V1 . The 
Roller and 19th century Duplex handbooks by 
Smythies are out of print, but sometimes turn 
up on back shelves at stamp stores. Two books 
available through the SNAPS Library that I 
would recommend are 'Canada Postal History' 
and 'Canada Postmark List to 187.5'', both by 
Frank Campbell . 

There is a Canadian Meter Study Group in 
PHSC (Clayton Rubec, 2473 Huntley Ave., 
Ottawa, Ont., K1V 8E7), and Geoff Newman, 
825 • 50th Ave., Lachine, Quebec, H8T 2V2 
has organized a group on early Machine or Line 
cancels. All of these are in addition to SNAPS' 
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PLAN NOW TO VISIT 

The most outstanding philatelic event of the 
season in Canada . .. 

July 2, 3, 4, 1982 
The event takes place at The Sheraton Centre 

in Toronto and features: 

0 Exhibitions 
0 Outstanding International Bourse 
0 Seminars · 
0 Many more attractions 

Further information can be obtained against SASE from. 

Stamp Exhibitions Canada Inc. 
565 A/ness Street 

Downsview, Ontario 

Canada M3J 2 T8 
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own groups on Flags, RPO's 1Squared Circles 
and Military postmarks. There are people work
ing on town markings for individual provinces 
and territories. There's LOTS of work still to 

be done, David. 
Gray Scrimgeour, #2840 

Toronto 

%II SMALL QUEEN 

In my letter re the %d Small Queen 

(TOPICS, March/April), I inadvertently said 
that the No. 2 pane is the RH pane. It is, of 
course, the left pane, and the No. 1 the right 
pane. I thought I had better point out the error 
of my ways before someone else does. 

Re the kind review of my booklet The 
Small Queens. It may be of interest that a list
ing of the proofs has been prepared and, hope
fully, will be published in Maple Leaves. 

John Hillson 
Glasgow, Scotland 

DAT ED DIE ISSUE 

For some time now I have been trying 
to put together a collection of the 1935 defin· 
itives, the 'dated die' issue, Scott 217/230, 
C5 and E6 .plus the post cards. 

If there are others who have found this 
issue to be of interest perhaps we could corres~ 
pond or have a study organisation of some sort. 
Presently I am looking for some of the Govern• 
mental perfins. I have some, but need more. 
Through the kindness of Mr. H.G . Walburn, 

I have also worked up a Precancel section. 
I shall attempt to reciprocate any interest. 

Leon S. Anderson, #2869 
3745 San Augustine 
Glendale, CA 91206 

OFFICIAL NOTICE 
Nominations and Electioas 

Article IV, Section 3 of the SNAPS Constitution: 
A President, both Vice-Presidents, Treasurer and Secretary shall be so elected by 
ballot biennially in the even-numbered years. Five (S) members of the Board of 
Governors shall be elected in the even-numbered years, for a term of four (4) years. 
Two {2) such members shall be from Canada, two (2) from the United States, and the 
fifth at large. All elected officers shall assume and perform the duties of their office 
on the first day of January in the year immediately following their election. All 
retiring officers shall continue In office until their successor shall have qualified and 
assumed the duties of the office. 

Nominations for the offices to be elected may be filed with the Secretary by any 
Regional Group of the Society or by any five (S) members in good standing In time, 
at least, for publication in BNA TOPICS scheduled for release ninety (90) days be
fore the opening of the Convention and Annual Meeting of such election year. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
As required by t he Constitution, notice is hereby given that the Annual 

General Meeting of S NAPS will be held: 

I 

Saturday, October 9, 1982 
lOAM 

Cavalier Resort Hotel 
Virginia Beach, Virginia 
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CANADA 
REVENUES 

We hew been nMinue tpeeialists Iince 
1970. Our r~~Wnue stock is one of the 
largest in existence. Regular nMinue 
seles end RewNews bulletinL LateSt 
fully illustrated revenue priceliltl $1.00, 

refundable 

E. S. J. van Dam Ltd. 
P.O. Box 300 

Bridgenorth, Ontario, Canada 
KOL 1HO 

MAIL AUCTIONS 
EVERY TWO MONTHS 

* CANADA AND PROVINCES 
* UNITED STATES 
* BR. COMMONWEALTH 
*FOREIGN 
* LARGE LOTS 
Subscriptions $10.00 per year 
Write today for our next sale 
VANCE AUCTIONS LTD. 

Box 267H • Smif11ville, Ontario, Canada 
LOR 2AO 

CANADIAN COVERS 

WANTED 

Ontario town&, Squared Circles, Western, 
RPO's, Military, Flog&, cords, roles, etc. 
(olio better cancels on stomp). Individual 
piece&, occumulotion&, colledion& and larver 
lots wonted. Have same to offer. 

SQUARED CIRCLE EXCHANGE AND 

CORRESPONDENCE INVITED 

GRAHAM J . NOBLE 
P.o. aox so 

KINGSTO N, ONTARIO 

BNAPS • CPSGB • RPSC • APS • PHSC 
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BRITISH 
EMPIRE 

and 
BNA 

We carry one of the largest 
stocks including specialists' 
material. Want lists ac
cepted. Why not drop us a 
line. 

Peter Singer 
P.O. Box 67548, Sta tion "0 " 

Vancouver, B.C., Cana da 
vsw 3T9 

Members: A.S.D.A., B.P.A., 
P.T.S., etc. 

AUCTION AGENT 
For over twenty-five years, Jim 
Hennok has been buying at major 
North American Auctions. His ex· 
pertise is available to you at a sup· 
risingly low rate. He is widely rec
ognized as the most thorough and 
accurate "viewer" in Toronto. By 
employing him as an agent you ca n 
gain anonymity and prevent unset· 
isfactory purchases. Please phone or 
write to d iscuss your needs. 

JIM A. HENNOK l TO. 
43 Adelaide Street East 

Toronto, Ontario 
M5C 1J4 

Phone(416) 363·7757 
(24 hours) 



NOTES 

NATIONAL POSTAL MUSEUM CURATOR 
APPOINTED 

T11e following is the full text of a Canada Post 
Press Release. 

OTTAWA- Monique Beaulieu, formerly 
Manager of the National Currency Museum of 
the Bank of Canada, has been appointed 
Curator of the National Postal Museum, R. 
Michael Warren, President of the Canada Post 
Corporation announced, today. 

The acting Curator. Ron McGuire. 38 , be
comes Senior Research Officer, responsible for 
all the museum's philatelic and historical re-
search activities. 

Judge Rene Marin, who headed the selec
tion committee and is Chairman of Canada 
Post's Museum Advisory Committee, said the 
appointments reflect the importance of r:nain 
taining the recognized philatelic expertise of 
the museum while expanding its activities in 
the Lnterest of the general public. 

" It is our objective to strengthen the mu 
seum and build on its known strengths to make 
it an important part of Canada's museum com
munity," Judge Marin, who is also Chairman of 
the Corporation Board of Directors, said. 

Mrs. Beaulieu, 47, a museologist, trained 
at the €cole du Louvre in Paris, France, was 
selected after a nation-wide management search. 
She brings to. the Postal Museum both adminis
trative and museum related expertise. 

While at the Bank of Canada, she estab
lished the new Currency museum which opened 
in December 1980, and has been responsible for 
all facets of the museum's development and 
operations. 

In her new post she will be responsible for 
all planning, development and operations at the 
Postal Museum. Her appointment becomes ef
fective April 26, 1982. 

Officially opened in 1974, the National 
Postal Museum concentrates on philately as 
well as postal and communications history. It 
quickly outgrew its first location in Ottawa and 
in 1980 moved to larger. more central facilities 
at 180 Wellington Street. The Well ington Street 
location made the museum's artifacts and ex
hibits, including the National Stamp Collection, 
more easily accessible to the public. 

CSDA ELECTS NEW SLATE 

The resu Its of the recent election of 
officers of the Canadian Stamp Dealers' Associ
ation were announced at a meeting at The 
Sheraton Centre, Toronto, on January 10,1982. 
Elected for 1982 and 1983 were: President: 
John H. Talman; Vice .President: Harold Beaupre; 
Secretary: Case Bastmeyer; Treasurer: Vance 
Carmichael. 

The Canadian Stamp Dealers' Association 
has members across Canada and in several other 
countries. Its members have all signed a Code 
of Ethics and can be disciplined for failing to 
comply with that code. Further information 
on services provided by members, or membership 
in the Association, may be obtained by writing 
to P.O. Box 1123, Adelaide Street Post Office, 
Toronto, Ont. Canada M5C 2K5. 

STaMpsHOW 82 JUDGES SELECTED 
Eight prominent philatelists and accred

ited judges will make up the jury at STaMps
HOW 82, the annual American Philatelic So
ciety exhibition scheduled for 19-22 August 
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

The following persons will serve as jud
ges for the national exhibition: Dr. Roberto 
M . Rosende; W. Eugene Tinsley; Dr. Fred G. 
Stulberg; Lynne Warm; and John M. Buckner. 

In addition to judging the open compe
tition at STaMpsHOW 82, members of the 
jury will select the 1982 Champion of Cham
pions in the 16th annual World Series of 
Philately, in which the grand award winners 
from more than twenty-five national stamp 
exhibitions are invited to compete. 

Officiating as judges for the 15th annual 
APS Natiopal Philatelic Literature Competi
t ion at STaMpsHOW 82 will be Joe F. Frye, 
P. Felix Ganz, and Bernard A. Hennig. 

Serving as apprentice stamp judges will 
be Robert H. Pratt, George P. Trefonas, and 
Steven D. Schemann. Mary Ann Owens will 
serve as an apprentice literature judge. 

STaMpsHOW 82 will take place at the 
Milwaukee Exposition and Convention Cen
ter and Arena. Further information is avail
able by writing: APS, STaMpsHOW 82, P.O. 
Box 800, State College, PA 16801 . 
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EXPERIENCE 
Canada, Newfoundland 

And Other B.N.A. 

From before the Reford Sales 

of 1949-50 to the present I 

have been representing dis

criminating buyers at major 

sales in Tor onto, New York, 

and london. Your enquiries 

Public Auctions 

Basutoland, Falkland Islands 

and other British Common

wealth. Mint, Used, On Cover, 

Single Rarities, Collections, Ac

cumulations Bought and Sold. 

welcome. 
JOHN H. TALMAN 

BOX 70, ADElAIDE STREET P.O. 

GEORGEWEGG 

Box 68,. Station Q, 
Toronto, Canada. 

TORONTO, ONT. MSC 2H8 

PHONE (416) 863·1465 

Visit our store at 35 Victoria Street, 
Downtown Toronto M4T 2L7 (416) 489-4683 

PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE FROM THE BNAPS BOOK DEPARTMENT 

Ed Riclwdaon 

Lee W. Brandom 

HanJen/Moffat 

BNAPS Perfin 
Study Group 
Day&Smythies 

The Canadian Flag Cancellation Handbook (1896-1973) • $5.00 

Catllogue of Tobacco Tax Paid Stamps of Canada 
and Newfoundland • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • $6.00 
Firat Supplement to the Catalope of Tobacco Tax 
Paid Stamps of Canada and Newfoundland (Lee W. Brandom) 

and 
A Study of the Uquor Bottle Seals of Canada (E.F.Vilter)$10.00 

The Squued <l.rcle Postmatks 
of Canada • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • $40.00 

Canadian Stamps With Pedorated Initials 
Handbook (Reprint) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • $4.SO 
Canadian Fancy Cancellations of the Nineteenth Centwy 
(Reprint) ••• • • •••••.•••..•••••••.•• •• $10.00 

Please note that all orders must be prepaid. Prices shown are postpaid (book rate}. 
First class or registered post will be provided upon request 

An extra 35 cents will insure your order. 
Dealer discounts are available when ordering 10 or more copies of a single title 

BNAPS BOOK DEPARTMENT 
P.O. Box 143 

St. Vital Part: Offire 
Wmn.ipeg, Manitoba, Canada R2M 4A5 
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NOTES continued •.. 

DE LIVER US- PART Ill 

Remember the mail delivery test conducted 
on January-February TOPICS sent to Canadian 
addresses? A phenomenal 70% of the 200 
members who were sent the postage free ques
tlonaires took the time to respond. Hamilton 
Postmaster John G. Gagne, in passing on the 
test results, commented that some interesting 
patterns showed up and that Canada Post would 
be working on the difficulties. A second test 
will be conducted later this year to measure 
improvements. The test results are shown in 
the table, followed by other feedback from the 
USA and elsewhere. 
TOPICS, January-February Issue: 

Mailed-February 5, 1982 

Mailed to Earliest Latest Average 
Province/ Receipt Receipt Receipt 
Territory Date Date Date 

Ont. 9 Feb. 2 Mar. 22 Feb. 
Que. 15 Feb. 26 Feb. 17 Feb. 
Man. 22 Feb. 3 Mar. 26 Feb. 
Sask. 18 Feb. 20 Feb. 19 Feb. 
Alta. 15 Feb. 11 Mar. 18 Feb. 
B.C. 17 Feb 5 Mar. 26 Feb. 
Nfld. 18 Feb. 19 Feb. 18 Feb. 
N.S . 19 Feb. 25 Feb. 22 Feb. 
P.E.I. 2 Mar. 3 Mar. 2 Mar. 
N.B 17 Feb. 19 Feb. 18 Feb. 
N.W.T. 16 Feb. 16 Feb. 16 Feb. 

With the exception of a March 15 delivery 
In Islington, Ont. (40 miles), Canadian deliveries 
reported directly to the Editor generally agree 
with the test results. 

Overseas, two reports from South Africa 
show March 13and 15 receipts, while Lew Ludlow 
in Tokyo received his on March 2. 

The pattern in the USA for this issue was 
interesting. The earliest deliveries reported 
came from both ends, and the middle, of the 
country. Washington, D.C. and Fort Worth, TX 
on Feb. 19, San Francisco on the 20th.Others 
noted: Feb. 22, Clearfield, PA; Feb. 23, Rock
ville, MD; Feb. 24, Longboat Key, FlrFeb 25, 
Glendale, CA; Mar. 5, Wyncote, PA and Van
couver, WA: Mar. 8, Malvern, PA. 

Please continue to keep the Editor in
formed. It is the only way to attempt to im
prove deliveries. More on this in future issues. 

RAREST CENTENNIAL HI BR ITE 
DISCOVERED 

The SNAPS Centennial Definitives Study 
Group reports the discovery of the first record
ed copy of a MINT 6 cent orange Centennial 
Definitive, Winnipeg tagged, on hibrite paper. 
This rare item recently passed through a Robert 
Laird Auction, mixed in with a large lot, so it 
Is doubtfu l that either the buyer or the seller 
realized the significance of this stamp at the 
time of the auction. The stamp has since been 
examined by Toronto stamp deafer Jim Hennok, 
as welt as a few members of the SNAPS Cen
tennial Definitives Study Group. There was un
animous agreement that the item is genuine. 

The 6 cent orange stamp has been known 
to exist, used, for years, but until now there 
has never been a mint copy reported. This 
discovery is discussed extensively in the SNAPS 
Centennial Definitives Study Group Newsletter 
(available only to members). Membership in
formation can be obtained by writing: Centen
nial Definitives Study Group, c/o Douglas C. 
Irwin, 2250 Lawrence Ave. East, No. 406, 
Scarborough, Ontario, M1P 2P9. 

REGISTRATION OPENS FOR APS 
SUMMER SEMINAR 

Applications for registration are now 
being accepted for the Third Annual APS Sum
mer Seminar on Philately, July 26-30, 1982, 
at The Pennsylvania State University. Anyone 
wishing to participate in this unique program, 
which is sponsored by the American Philatelic 
Society, is invited to write the APS at P.O. 
Box 800, State College, Pa. 1680f, to request 
a registration form. 

General programs wilt include sessions on 
fakes and forgeries, buying and selling, stamp 
production, and specialty collecting. Partici
pants wilt be able to choose from four separate 
courses of instruction. Beginning Stamp Col
lecting (designed for the beginner of any age), 
Stamp Technology, Exhibiting and Judging, 
and the Financial Side of Stamps. Each will 
include small group workshops where students 
can put into practice what they have learned 
with 'hands-on' programs. 

GIBBONS BREAKS UP CATALOGUE 

The philatelically famous 'Stamps of the 
World' catalogue, published annually by Stanley 
Gibbons since 1934, will for the first time this 
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NOTES concluded . . • 

year be split into two volumes. 
Often quoted as the only one-volume cata

logue in the world listing every basic stamp ever 
issued, the sheer number of stamps produced 
every year has forced this now mammoth work 
to be published in two, more manageable, units. 
The first 1934 edition of Stamps of the World 
weighed 1 lb 14 oz (840 grams) and listed just 
over 50,000 stamps. 

The current one-volume edition weighs 71b 
(3,142 grams) and lists over 216,000 stamps. 

With this change, Gibbons are also taking 
the opportunity to revive 'Simplified' in the 
titled, the new work now being know as 'Stanley 
Gibbons Simplified Catalogue of Stamps of the 
World' or 'the Simplified' for short. 

Volume 1, Countries A..J, will be published 

in August. Volume 2, Countries K -Z, will be 

available in October. 

TORONTO REGIONA L GROUP FORMED 

40 BNAPSers gathered at the Manulife 
Center in Toronto on April 18 to discuss the 
formation of a regional group and to hear Fred 
Stulberg's presentation on Early Machine Can
cellations. 

An interim Executive, charged with the 
duty of producing a constitution and other 
p lans, was elected. Jack Weatherwax was chosen 
as President; Bill McCann, Vice-President; Joe 
Shelton, Treasurer; Andrew Chung, Secretary; 
and Dave Dixon, Director. 

Next Meeting is set for June 13, at the same 
location. September and November meetings 
are also planned. 

SKETCHes of BNAPSers 

Sketch No. 188 

ISABEL JEPHCOTT 

Isabel Jephcott, a lovely lady who usually 
attends our BN APS conventions, is the widow 
of the late Clare Jephcott, one of the stalwarts 
of BNAPS for many years. In his memory, 
Mrs. Jephcott has most generously established 
a fund to be used by the Society for specific 
purposes. 

I sabel graduated from the University of 
Toronto, and shortly afterwards she and Clare 
were married. As time went on, and as Clare's 
philatelic endeavors became enlarged, the 
"faithful" wife followed him about his wan
derings. One is bound to absorb some know
ledge and expertise, and Isabel says "I think the 
first thing I learned was a new vocabulary, as 
well as a critical ·appreciation for 'condition', 
plus a renewal of my knowledge of history". 

Of their three children, son Bill is a poten
tial collector- he still has Clare's Small Queens 
and Admirals. 

Philately has added great interest and 
knowledge to her life. A great moment was 
when she was presented with a large gold, with 
special award, at the 1970 London show. The 
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by Dr. Robert V. C. Carr 

Isabel and the late Dr. Clare Jephcott 

many close· friendships which philately has 
made possible are a continuing source of 
pleasure. 



NAPE X 
October 7, 8 & 9, 1982 Virginia Beach, Virginia 

The Cavalier awaits you as the Mid-Atlantic Regional Group invites 
you to come to 

BNAPEX '82 
Not just a convention but an experience for collector and non-<;ollector alike 

FEATURING 
DEALERS- Available 8 hours a day 
EXH IBITS- The best BNA you will see 
STUDY GROUPS - Sharing knowledge 
AWARDS - At the banquet 
PEOPLE - Make new and renew friendships 
COOKOUT- Casual country attire 
ENTERTAINMENT - We have to have some surprises 
TOUR - See interesting places 
BANQUET- More good food 

You all come to Virginia Beach , Virginia 

October 7-9, 1982 

Accomodations 
Marva A. Paige 
1145 Shillelagh Road 
Chesapeake, Virginia 23323 

Exhibits 
John S. Siverts 
P.O. Box 425 
Wilmington, Delaware 19899 
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MAIL TRANSPORTATION 
In Nineteenth Century Ontario 

by C. R. McGuire 
This series is an expansion of a paper given by C. R. McGuire at the Ontario 

Museum Association sponsored Heritage Conference - "By River, Road & Rail -
Transportation in Nineteenth Century Ontario" - held from 25-29January 1981 
in Toronto. 
• An asterisk beside a reference in this paper indicates the item or a fascimile is 
in the National Postal Museum, Ottawa. 

Part 3 

One of the difficulties of coach travel was becoming bogged down in mud during 
wet periods - this print by Jefferys, ca. 1840. 

STAGE COACH SERVICE 
By the beginning of the 19th century a 

stage line operated by J. Fairbanks and Thomas 
Hind was running three times a week between 
Niagara and Chippewa. Their adertisement in 
the Niagara Gazette of 26 May 179B outlined 
their various services and charges, including 
"Letters 4 pence each". This line was super· 
seded by one operated on a daily basis by James 
Macklem, and later by Markel and Hamilton, all 
of whom were hotel proprietors. 

For years the postal system west of Niagara 
was not an official service. Nevertheless, it was 
just as valuable and probably less expensive to 
operate. Businessmen, particularly stage prop-

16 BNA TOPICS I MAY-JUNE, 1982 

rietors, provided supplementary mail service by 
establishing their own postal systems. They 
financed such operations by subscriptions from 
those benefiting from the private services. 

It was announced in theNiiJgara Herald of 
1 August 1801, that the public coaches would 
discontinue carrying mail be.tween Niagara, 
Oueenston and Chippewa because post offices 
had just been established and postmasters' stages 
would carry the mail. This improvement was 
soon followed by the first official extension of 
mail service from Niagara to Amherstburg and 
Detroit. Mail went by schooner on the Detroit 
River and Lake Erie, by bateau from Fort Erie 
to Chippewa, and finally by stage to Niagara. 



The service was quite good -and the cost reason
able. The stage system expanded as roads im
proved and public and business requirements 
demanded. Because of the large number of lines 
involved, I will refer to only one of the more 
important, that operated by mail contractor 
William Weller of Cobourg. (1 l (See cover illust
ration.) 

Hamilton, and acquired others as opportunities 
arose. · 

Conveying mail proved to be both lucra
tive and troublesome. Stringent regulations were 
enforced by the Post Office, for example: 

"The rate of travelling shall be uniform 
as far as the nature of the roads and the 
state of the weather will permit, and at 

An American made coach, the first type to carry mail along the Niagara Frontier, 
ca. 1800 · 

William Weller dominated land travel in 
Upper Canada for over twenty years, establishing 
himself as a stage coach magnate. He began his 
career by joining Jonathan Ogden as joint prop
rietor of the stage coach service between York 
and Kingston in December 1829. The next year 
he established his own line from York to Pres
cott. In his advertisements Weller always em
phasized the maintenance of a strict schedule 
and that "the road (was) being very much re
paired and the line fitted up with good horses, 
new carriages and carefu I drivers", all matters 
which were very important to travellers during 
this era. To augment his stage line and improve 
communications, Weller purchased the Inter
national Telegraph Co. in February 1834. By 
1840 he owned a stage ·line from Toronto to 

an average rate of six miles per hour. The 
time occupied in exchanging mails at 
each office on the route is understood 
to be not more than eight minutes . .. ". 

Exact dist~nce, departure and arr ival times 
had to be carefully noted for perusal by Post 
Office Inspectors. The mail stages (or mail sleighs 
in winter) proved more convenient than trans
port by steamboats because the contracts stipu
lated: 

"The couriers or drivers . .. shall receive 
all way letters offered to them by any 
individual on the route, at a distance of 
two miles, or upwards from the nearest 
post office, and deliver the same to the 
Post Master at the first office, at which 
they may arrive, stating to the Post Mas-
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A "Way" letter 

ter where the said letters were received of the 17th of February as I . think I have 
in order that they may be duly rated already informed you. I send you one of 
and mailed". my Hand Bills that you may stick it up 
An irrll$ponsible action such as "leaving in your office lobby. I shall prosicute 

behind a mail bag or package, passing a Post the contractor and his 'guarantors' for 
Office without _stopping or being absent at a the 1500 pounds which is the penelty of 
Post Office to take forward mail" cost between their bond and this, I hope, will teach a 
~ and .t 25 in fines. A letter "from Stayner to statuatory lesson to all persons who 
J . S. Howard, Postmaster at York, dated 4 undertake Mail Contracts and fail in 
March 1835, illustrates another point (the spel· taking the proper precautions for the 
ling is Stayner's): security of the mails". 

"A robbery of the whole of the Upper Reward notices were posted and placed in 
Canada Mail on the way from Prescott newspapers. The following is typical: 
to Cornwall was perpitrateil on the night 

- - - -.~:,~{!}k; - - -

ONE HUNDRED POUNDS 
REWARD. 

WHEREAS about 10 o'clock on the evenini or 
Wednesday, the 4th Instant, some person or 

persons 'took from the Bo~t of t~e Toronto and 
Kingston MAIL STACE, whtlo on tis way through 
the Township of HoPE, three Trunks which \tere 

1 
(ound on the morning of the !hh inst. , in the Woods 
at or near the foot of what is called the Rnseberry 
hill in that Township.-onc of them having been I 
broken open and riOed.-This is to give notice that 
I will pay the above Reward of One Hundred . 
Pounds, to any person or persons "ho may gi•e such 
informatien as will lead to the conviction of the 
oll'enders. 

W. WELLER, 
STACI: PROPRIETOR. 

Cobourg, Dec. 6th, 1839. 
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During the 1840's Weller accumulated a 
number of contracts for carrying mail on various 
lines. The busiest was the Toronto-Kingston 
route. He often subcontracted portions of a 
route when it was more advantageous, or neces-

Office ignored his rights and put the contract 
for the Kingston-Toronto run out to tender. 
Weller placed a bid, at the same time stating his 
claim under existing contracts. Weller's tender 
was rejected. He petitioned Griffin and took 

A Weller mail coach on the Toronto-Kingston route, ca. 1834. Runners replaced 
the wheels on some coaches so they could be converted to winter use. 

sary to meet government obligations. For ex· 
ample, Jame~ Walsh was a sub-contractor for the 
Port Hope to Peterborough run in 1846. By 
1850, Weller's stage coach network extended 
from Hamilton to Montreal. 

On several occasions it was necessary for 
Stayner to write Weller complaining about the 
service, which was not being provided in accor
dance with the terms of the contract•. Weller 
tended to overload his stages with passengers 
and cargo. The extra weight reduced the speed 
the horses could travel to far below the minimum 
stipulated by the Post Office, and fines were 
imposed. The situation became so bad, particu
larly Weller's inability to keep his coaches to 
schedule, that in 1852, W. H. Griffin, the Secre· 
tary (and ·after 1857, Deputy Postmaster 
Genera.ll had John Dewey, Post Office Inspector, 
write• Weller requesting he terminate his mail 
contract before it expired. Weller refused to 
waive the six month notice clause. The Post 

his complaint to John A. Macdonald, the Attor
ney General. · Weller won his case and received 
t2625 compensation. 

By the mid-1850's Weller's business,anp 
that of other coach lines, was suffering the 
effects of government contract disputes, deteri
orating roads, increasing high costs of coach 
travel and, most important, the railways. To 
compete with the trains, stage fares were re
duced, but the lack of comforts and reliability 
did not help regain the lost clientele, thus ending 
an era in travel. Forever the entrepreneur, Weller 
converted his assets and unsuccessfully invested 
in a ra ilway. When this company failed Weller 
lost everything and he eventually died, in 1863, 
a poor man. 

J . F. Pringle's description of the sorting 
and transferring of mail by stage coach in the 
1850's is the best I have located: 

"When the mails were carried by stage
coach the bags were in charge of the 

BNA TOPICS I MAY- JUNE,1982/19 



driver, and were usually put under Iris 
seat or on the top of the stage. When a 
post-office was being approached the 
driver blew Iris post hom lustily to warn 
the postmaster. On getting to the door 
he tumbled the mail-bag or -bags off the 
stage and dragged them into the office, 
where the postmaster opened and emp
tied them, selected the matter addressed 
to his office, and put the rest, with the 
mail he had to dispatch from his office, 
into the bags, and delivered them to the 
driver to be replaced on the stage. 

THE JOYS OF STA GE COACH TRAVEL 
There are numerous fascinating, first hand 

accounts of coach travel which certainly make 
it clear that from the point of view of comfort 
and safety the stage left much to be desired: 

"The Reverend Anson Green tells of the 
capsizing of a coach near Trenton in 
1818 because the driver fell asleep, 
allowing the horses to strike off into the 
bush for a drink at a nearby stream. "The 
stupid driver," he reported, "found him
self on the opposite bank when he awoke, 
but we were engulfed in the ditch ... 

Mail coach departing from a small town post office, ca. 1850. 

The changing of the mail sometimes 
took twenty minutes or more. If the 
post office was at a place where the 
horses were changed or the passengers 
took a meal the delay was not irksome, 
but otherwise it was by no means pleas
ant to be detained at the post office 
door in the severe cold of a winter's 
night, the heat of a midsummer day, or 
possibly in a storm of rain or snow. In 
those days, however, post offices were 
few and far between, and the detentions 
were not many ".(2) 

20 BNA TOPICS I MAY-JUNE, 198;! 

One talkative old lady screamed out [em-
fully, '1 am killed! I am dead! I really 
am dead!' I had two men on top of me 
and my arm in the water, but I was sure 
that I was not dead and I tried to con
vince her that she was still alive." 

Two years later Abraham Luckenbach and his 
wife had an adventure on a journey by stage from 
Brantford to New Fairfield (3): 

"The stage driver had become drunk and 
lost control of the horses, and though it 
was after dark he drove rapidly, in spite 
of the fact that the wagon-pole had 



... 

already been broken though reckless 
driving. When my wife and I .ww our 
danger, we got off when a halt was made 
to get the hat of the driver. We were 
advised to get on again, but when we 
would not be persuaded the driver drove 
off at full speed with the remaining pas
sengers, part of whom were likewise 
me"Y· After we had walked about half 
a mile, we .ww a light ahead of us and 
thought that we were near a house by 
the road-side. But when we drew nearer, 
we found that our companions had been 
tossed about by fast driving over the 
stump of a tree, all having been thrown 
from the wagon, one breaking his shoul
der blade and another being unconscious. 
Through the te"ible jolt, the four horses 
succeeded in breaking away and ran off 
The wagon lay there broken to pieces 
and had to be taken farther piece-meal". 

Even the heavy duty coach specially built 
for North America could not cope with the 
rough roads in spring and late fall. Lumberer's 
wagons were used as replacement vehicles, with 
passengers seated in the open on long hard 
benches, wrapping themselves as best they 
could in fur rugs and coats. John Dougall des
cribes such a journey, made about 1830: 

"Travelling all night in this way with a 
cold wind blowing, or sleet or snow fal
ling - overcome all the time with sleep, 
and nodding like to fall out at every 
jolt, was a punishment of no ordinary 
severity, and yet not only men but 
women had to endure it when compelled 
to travel ".f4) 

Samuel Thompson travelled by stage coach 
from Bradford to York in 1834. He too recorded 
how uncomfortable and dangerous it was: 

·~ fellow-passenger told me how an old 
man was jolted so violently against the 
roo[. as to leave marks of his blood there, 
which being not uncommon was left un
heeded for days. My friend advised me 
to keep on my hat, which I had laid 
aside 011 account of the heat ... I was 
not slow to adapt the suggestion". (5) 

Travellers would find themselves, even 
against their wishes, private letter carriers. In 
1838 Charles Kadwell wrote: 

"/ might fairly consider myself a mailbag 
on legs, my pockets as well as my port
manteau being crammed with letters 

handed to my by sundry merchants and 
others (for delivery 011 the route) many 
of whom I knew merely by name others 
not even at all. But such being the habi
tual custom of infringing on people's 
good nature, I had to submit "J6) 

If a traveller appeared to be respectable lOOking, 
it was not unusual for him to be requested to 
carr.y bank-parcels. These parcels might contain 
bank notes of any amount. Needless to say, this 
responsibility was a constant anxiety to those 
charged with such duties. 

Even by 1848, conditions had not im-
proved, as a report by John Lowe indicates: 

'1 had as disagreeable a journey as can 
well be imagined. /11 the first place I had 
to wait an hour and a half for the stage, 
expecting it every moment. When it 
came it was full. I had to cram in pretty 
tightly on a .seat next to a very stout wo
man. She was polite and so was I but we 
mutually annoyed each other. The stage 
was an open wagon with no kind of pro
tection whatever from wet. Towards 
night fall the rain began to fall heavily. 
It is needless to add I was shortly wet 
through to the skin and so had to sit 
without exercise till past ten o'clock 
when the stage a"ived. I need not height

en the picture by commentary".(?) 

In order to help keep warm when the 
coaches stopped at inns, passengers would feel 
obliged to treat the driver. You can well imagine 
the style of driving after a few "warm-up" stops. 
One report relates: 

"A driver of Royal Munroe :r stage coach 
of Belleville had reached the gate of the 
hotel yard. He drove his team straight 
at a double gate, with a post in the mid
dle. One leading horse was pulling for
ward on one side of the post, and the 
other horse was pulling forward on the 
other. The driver could not understand 
why the stage failed to make any progress. 
He was whipping the horses to get them 
to move faster, when Royal Munroe him
self ran out of his hotel and put a stop 
to it. 
Another stage coach driver was taking a 
coach through the "Indian Woods", a 
long stretch of uncleared land between 
Naponee and Shannonville. So wildly 
was he handling his team that the pas
sengers became alarmed. At Shannonville 
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they went to the postmaster, who was 
also a magistrate, and demanded that he 
take some action to protect their lives. 
11re magistrate did nothing, or he may 
have thought there was nothing he 
could do. 11re coach and the driver and 
the passengers went on. But the journey 
grew more and more te"ifying. The pas
senger~ decided to take the reins out of 
the driver's hands. It so happened, how
ever, that an army officer, named Dem
psey, was in the coach, and he was as 
drunk as the driver himself. He drew a 
pistol, and threatened to shoot anyone 
who touched the reins. Then he shouted 
to the driver to go faster. The danger 
became too much for a certain plain, 
quiet, elderly passenger, named Shaver, a 
member of the provincial parliament, 
who was on his way to attend the session 
in Little York. He let himself drop over 
the back of the coach, preferring tore
main on the dreary road than to risk 

REFERENCES 

going any farther. Of course the stage 
coach owner had to send back for the M. 
P.P., and apologize for the condition of 
his driver. The explanation he gave by 
way of excuse was rather odd. He said 
he had 'to dismiss that very same driver 
once before for the very same fault • ". (8) 

I found relatively few examples of mail 
bags going astray. When one considers the dan
gers and mishaps of coaching, it is a wonder 
that mail was not lost more frequently . partic
ularly with drivers like our friend in the afore
mentioned story. The advertisements described 
d rivers as careful and courteous, and the general 
public in North America dignified t hem with 
the title 'Captains'. Thomas Fowler ,(9) after 
referring favourably to steamboat travel con· 
eluded: 

"I etznnot bestow the same commenda
tion on coaching, for the roads are rough, 
and the coachman no better . . . as far as 
I went, coach drivers were a set of swag
gering, swearing, whip cracking Jehus". 

1. J. Petryshny. ed., Victorian Cobourg - A Nineteenth Century Profile, Mika Publishing Company, 
Belleville, Ontario, 1976, Pg. 71·84. 

2. Judge J. F. Pringle, Lunenburgh or the Old Eastern District, Its Settlement clearly progress. 
with recollections of the town of Cornwall, Cornwall, 1890, Pg. 133. 

3. Marsh Jeanneret and Elenor Harman, No Faster Than a Horse. from the Fall issue of Yours for 
the Driving, Ford Motor Co., Toronto, 1962, Pg. 6. 

4. Edgar Andrew Collard, Stage Coaches, Days from Canadian Yesterdays, Longmans, Green & 
Co., Toronto, 1955,Pg. 67. 

5. Ibid, Pg. 66. 
6. Ibid, Pg. 69 . 
7. Ibid, Pg. 67. 
8. Ibid, Pg. 68. 
9. Thomas Fow ler. The Journal of a Tour through British North America to the Falls of Niagara. 
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(604) 542-5169 
P .0. Box 937. Vernon. BC. 
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LITERATUREI 

"The Evolutio• of l11perial Pen1y Postage 
- and 

The Postal History of the Canadian 1898 Map Sta•p" 
by R. B. Winmill 

110 PAGES- LIBRAR Y BOUND - 98 PHOTO PLATES 
CHAPTERS ON 
• Evolution of Rates 
· Squared Circles 
· Duplex Cancels 
• Roller Cancels 
· Precancels 
· Miscellaneous Cancels 

• Rates of this Period 
· RPO Cancels 
· Fancy Cancels 
• Flag Cancels 
• 2 and 4 Ring Cancels 
· N. B. and N . S. Grids 

Post paid $25 
OTHER TITLES AV AILABLE: 
" The Admiral Era -A Rate Study 1912-1928" 

. Bisects 

. Patriot ic Covers 
• Postal History Fakes 
. Coloured Cancels 
. Perfins 
. Advertising Covers 

A.L .Steinhart $17.50, Hard Cover $23.50 
"The Postal History of the Post Card in Canada 1871 -1911" 

A.L. Steinhart $10.00, Hard Cover $15.00 

TRADE INQUIRIES INVITED 

ALL PUBLISHED AND DISTR IBUTED BY 

JIM A. HENNOK LTD 43 Adelaide East 
Toronto, Ontario 

Canada M5C 1J4 
Tel: (416) 363-7757 
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The PRECANCEL SPECIALIST 

CORRECTIONS TO PRECANCEL 
CATALOGUE 

The following changes should be made in 
the 13th Edition of the Official Catalogue of 
Canada Precancels. This list is published with 
the cooperation of Mr. H. G. Walburn, the 
author, and other collectors. 
J200: should read dbl, 1 vert. 
N50: "should read dbl, 1 vert. 
R17: should read 2c 
R25: should read 20c 

V110: 10c should read 4c 
Brentford: Second 1-85 should read 3-85 
Calgary: above 1-106 should read 1922 
Edmonton: 290a should read 2-90a; 292a 

should read 2-92a, 

london: 1-74 should read 1·75; 3 -153,3c 
should read 2c; 3-153, Die II price should 
be 7.50. 

Montreal : 5-112a should read violet thin paper; 
6·95 should read 6-94; 7-93 should read 20c. 

Niagara: 1-75 should read 1-74; 19152ar Tax 
should read War Tax 1-103 should read 
1-102; 3-111 should read 5c; add 3-90a,15.00. 

Peterboro: add 2-191,4.00. 
St Thomas: 1-93 should read 20c. 
St. John: add 1-75a, 75.00. 
Toronto: 5-87 should read 5-85. 
Vancouver: 3-141 should read 3-151. 

The following items are in collections and 
should be added. All exist in more than one 
copy. 

Edmonton 1-89c 
North Battleford 1-122a 
E5v R7vx 
F5 v R9v 
15p R15bx 
J20vb T5 1v 
J23v U77b 

A DDITIONA L VARIETIES 

Previous articles have listed a few of the 
varieties which have been noted. Some of these 
were constant, others not. It is not always pos-

by Hans Reiche 

sible to be certain if a variety is constant, espe
cially with the large number of breaks which 
occur in the bars and lines, unless one has a lot 
of material and especially multiples. Certain of 
these breaks may be on)y inking problems, not 
breaks in the overprinting plate. 

The following new items have been noted: 
--Hamilton, Type 4, exists on the U green 

Arch issue, Die 1, in pairs with one normal the 
other double inverted. ' 

- Montreal, Type 8, exists on the 1935 U 
issue in pairs with one normal, the other double. 

- Montreal, Type 8, exists on the Arch 
issue, 1 ~ green, Die 1, in vertical pairs with the 
bottom row of the sheet normal and the row 
above it doubled. 

- -Toronto, Type 10, exists on the 1¢ yel
low Admiral with multiples where the odd 
stamp from the bottom row of the sheet has 
not been overprinted and the others have. This 
is due to a slanting overprint. 

- Winnipeg, Type 6, exists on the Medallion 
1t green in pairs with a normal and a double. 
Most of them have a nice offset on the back. 

- Carleton Place exists on the Medallion 
1~ and U in pairs with one missing the city 
name. 

- Bar Type W exists on the U brown Arch 
issue, Die 2, with only a pair of bars in the cen
tre and no other bars. A similar variety exists 
in Type X on the 1962 O.E.II 311" violet. It i's 
not clear how these happen as they cannot be 
shifts. 

·-Type V exists on the 3~ red Admiral in 
pairs with one normal and one double. The 
Scroll issue coil, 1t yellow, exists in pasteup 
pairs with one normal, the other doubled. 

- Type T exists on the Small Queen on the 
yellow brown Montreal printing. The Sit Jubilee 
exists overprinted vertically. 

·-Regina, Type 2, exists double inverted 
on the 10¢ blue Admiral. 

- Toronto, Type 5, on the 7¢ Edward-9 
copies have been examined and all are damaged. 
Are there any sound copies around? 

Encourage Friends To Join BNAPS 
24 BNA TOP ICS I MAY-JUNE, 1982 



THE FOUNDATION IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE 
ITS FIRST TWO PUBLICATIONS 

POSTAL HISTORY 
of the CANADIAN CONTINGENTS 

IN THE ANGLO-BOER WAR 
By Kenneth Rowe 

104 page hand book profusely illustrated, with a table of rarity scales, 
which outlines in depth the postal history of the 3 Canadian contin
gents to South Africa. 

(A limited edition of 500 copies) Price -$35 

The PENCE ISSUES of NEWFOUNDLAND 
1857-1866 
By Robert H. Pratt 

192 page hand book with two colour plates showing the shades and 
printings of all stamps, and an acetate insert as overlay for cancella
tions. -This work covers all aspects of the issue from its origin of essays. 
and proofs to usage and rates, including a listing of all known covers. 

(A limited edition of 1000 copies) Price - $65 

Prices are in Canadian funds payable at par in Toronto and 
include packing and postage . Remittance with order. 
Special discounts for 10 copies or more. 

ALL ORDERS AND ENQU IRIES TO: 
VINCENT GRAVES GREENE 

PHILATELIC RESEARCH FOUNDATION 
P. 0. Box 100 

First Canadian Place 
Toronto, Ontario 

MSX 182 
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THE FLAG CANCEL STUDY GROUP 

TYPE 5 M ONTREAL 

Earliest reported date, 10 July 1897, on cut 
squares. The upper cut square is on a light 
brown card similar to a postal card, possibly 

from a trial card. 

The Type 5 Flag Cancellation was in ser
vice at Montreal only. just as fer Types 2 and 3. 
Again. the use of this Flag cancel was for a very 
short period of time, only about one week 
during July 1897. The Type 5 was from the 
newly installed Bickerdike machine, which had 
an experimental trial at Montreal during 

Fire Un:ierwriters' Ass;~ciation 

by Larry R. Paige 

December 1896 and early January 1897, and 
which proved more efficient than the Imperial 
machine. The Type 5 was also designed to 
commemorate the Diamond Jubilee of Queen 
Victoria, with "Canada' being added to this 
particular design possibly in commemoration of 
the 30th anniversary of the Confederation of 
Canada. 

The earliest reported date of commercial 
use is 10 July 1897. A cover is recorded for 
this date, but I only have a cut square in my 
collection. 17 July 1897 is the latest date of 
commercial use reported. Most covers in col
lections are souvenirs or favor cancels addressed 
to 'B. Baker, 715 Sherbrooke Street, Montreal'. 
generally franked with a 1d Jubilee stamp, and 
not backstamped. These souvenir or favor 
covers usually are dated 14-18 August 1897. 
which is well into the period of use of the Type 
7 at Montreal. 

It is my th011gh t that the very short period 
of use of the Type 5 can be explained. I believe 

that the earliest date reported for Type 5. 10 
July. is about the date the six new Bickerdike 
machines were put into service at Montreal. 
The new Type 7 Flag cancels were to be used 
on these machines. Type 7 Die Ill and Die IV 
are both reported for 10 July. Type 7 Dies I, 
11 . V, and VI are reported for 12 or 13 July. 

WM. ROBINS, Esq., 
SKCHKTAMV 

Canadian Fri•t· U mler;cnlcrs' .--1 ssocialivn, 

Board of Trade Building, 

TORONTO, Ont. 

Commercial cover [or 17 July 1897 the latest reported date [or fiOstal use. 
This cover is backs tamped Toronto. 
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Post Card to Taunton, Mass. dated 11 July 1897, 19-0 which was 7 PM on a Sunday. 
A nice combination with a U.S. Flag Cancel on the front of the card as a receiving mark. 

My theory is that the Type 5 was intended to 
be used only to get all six of the Bickerdike 
machines set up and adjusted for full produc
tion. This would explain their very short period 
of use . 

Why the use as lat e as 17 July 18977 
Possibly machine failure during the first week 
of use caused the Type 5 to be put back into 
service until all six machines were again func
tioning as they were supposed to. This is only 
a thought and I could be wrong. I would like 
to hear other collectors' views on this· theory. 
The Type 1, Indicia B, C, and D, was still in 

service as late as 9 July 1897, another indica
tion that the first date of service of the Bicker· 
dike machine could possibly be 10 July . 

TYPE 6 OTTAWA 

The Type 6 Flag Cancellation was in ser
vice at Ottawa at least by 30 October 1897. 
Type 6 replaced Type 1, Dater Dial Z, which 
was still in service on 26 October. Thus in a 
:"leriod of less than four days the change O\er 
from Type 1 to Type 6 was made. Type 1 was 
from the Imperial machine and Type 6 was a 
product of the new Bickerdike machine, of 

Otle of the philatelic "B. Baker" covers, usually dated 14-18 August 1897 
and not backstamped. 
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Type 6. Use at 01/awa was for about four months. It was then 
transfe"ed to Montreal. 

which only one was at Ottawa. 
The reported period of use of Type 6 at 

Ottawa is 30 October 1897 until at least 2 
March 1898. The Type 6 was also designed to 
commemorate the Diamond Jubilee of Queen 
Victoria. The crown and VR, as well as the 
year dates 1837 -1897, were much larger than 
in the Type 5. There are not enough examples 
reported of Type 6 Ottawa to determine if it 
was in continual use. I think that it was used 
only occasionally during its four months of 
reported service. 

Type 6 Ottawa is the first example I have 
seen of a flag cancel being used on Third Class 
mail without the dater dial, though it possibly 
exists on earlier typas. Only one cover has been 

reported of this rate to date. It was originally 
reported as a Rockland variety, but the cover 
was only backstamped Rockland and not used 
from Rockland 

Type 6 Ottawa may have been used later 
than 2 March 1898 as Type 8 Ottawa is re
ported as first used only on 29 March 1898. 

'7[/ _,' . 
{ tl-(? /l_ ·'f':.ccc.c6 

~G./ 

Third Class Use. This is the first report of use of Types 1-6 without the dater dial. 
The cover shown is the only one reported. 
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TYPE 6 MONTREAL 
The Type 6 Flag Cancellation was used at 

Montreal for the very short period of 13-18 
April 1898. Apparently only one die was made 
of the Type 6 . It was in service at Ottawa until 
sometime in March, and was then transferred to 
Montreal {Ottawa put the Type 8 into service 
in late March). 

I believe that in time Type 6 Montreal 

Jt DOtc.611ed FOr In Jt d&J't .-.tore lO 

E. W. MU DOS: & CO., 
DRY GOODS COMMISSION, 

lfo G S'l', FETEa STliEET, 
II.U:(TIU!Al.. 

will be reported for an earlier use. Montreal 
used Type 7 continually from July 1897 until 
April 1898, at which time it changed to the 
Type 8. Possibly the Type 6 was used during 
the period that the horizontal bars were being 
added to the Type 7 to convert it to Type 8. 
This would explain the very few days of use at 
Montreal. 

Type 6 use during April /898. 

Editorial {continued from P. 3) 
· organizing committee. Add one year for a 
cushion and you can see why the 1986·7 con· 
ventions are being looked at now. 

There is a proposal afoot to change our 
procedure slightly and hold the 1986 conven· 
tion in Bermuda, and members' opinions on 
this idea are welcome (write to the Convention 
Committee). One possibility for 1987 is being 

considered. If either, or both, of these sug· 
gestions falls through, we will be back to square 
one, so all members are asked to consider put· 
ting together a working group to examine the 
idea of holding a convention in those years. 
(Incidentally, the Hamilton-Burlingron region is 
tentatively booked for 1989.) If you can help, 
get in touch with the Convention Committee. 

The illustration shown is a portion of the 
back flap of a cover addressed to a Sergeant in 
the 10th Canadian Reserve Infantry Brigade, 
Shorncliffe. Apparently the addressee was un· 
known at Dibgate Camp and the letter was 
taken to the Canadian Base Post Office Shorn· 
cliHe where the single ring stamp D.l.S . CAN· 
ADIAN BASE P.O.• JV 7 16 SHORNCLIFFE 
CAMP was applied. The abbreviation D.L.S. is 
believed to standforDEADLETTERSERV ICE. 
The final date AU 15 16 appears on the DEAD 
LETTER BRANCH double ring stamp applied 
at Ottawa. 

The Question is: Can anyone explain the 
partial numeral 3 in a circle? Please reply to 
the Editor. 
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II Revenue Study Group 
Editor- Wilmer Rockett 

A NEW SERIES OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 
LAW STAMPS 

EDITOR'S NOTE: The following article is a revised version of one which appeared recently in 
the Revenue Study Group Newsletter. It is being reprinted not only to update members of the 
Study Group but also to inform members-at-large that revenue stamps are still being produced, 

a fact which may not be known to some. 

by Jan McTaggart Cowan 

British Columbia has embarked upon a 
new series of law stamps. The event is a matter 
of more than usual interest for it marks a major 
change in government policy on the production 
of its law stamps. Since October 194B all 
British Columbia law stamps have been printed 
by the (Federal) Government Printing Office, 
variously referred to as the King's or Queen's 
Printer as appropriate. 

Curing the winter of 1980-81, it was dis· 
covered that some British Columbia govern· 
ment bonds had been stolen from a government 
office. An investigation led to a complete over
haul of security measures surrounding the 
production, storage and handling of govern· 
ment securities. Law stamps, as revenue paper, 
were included. One outcome was that produc
tion of BC law stamps was contracted to the 
Pacific Bank Note Company of Vancouver, 
B.C. This, I understand, is a western subsidiary 
of the American Bank Note Company. 
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FIRST PRINTING 

The first stamps issued under the new 
arrangements, a $15 rose and a $30 pale blue 
green,appeared on 20 March 19B1. The$15 is 
a new value for B.C., the $30 is a replacement 
for the same value of the previous series, sup
plies of which had been exhausted. Details of 
the new issue are as follows: 
DESIGN: Unchanged from that used since 
1948. The new $30 stamp was produced from 
the identical design, although a new litho
graphic plate was prepared. The $15 stamps 
also used the identical design, except for new 
value tablets. The numerals used for the $15 
are larger than the numerals used previously. 
Each is outlined by a narrow, clearly defined, 
dark line that results in the numerals being 
more sharply presented. The background 
hatching extends Into the hollow in the 5 
whereas in the $30 the spaces within the nu: 



merals are solidly dark and the numerals are 
presented as if illuminated from the left, with a 
broad shadow to the right. 
PAPER: Brampton gummed, white E.F. 241b. 
GUM: Glossy white as distinct from the flat, 
almost invisible gum of the Davee paper used 
for previous issued. 
SEPARATION: Roulette 20 in 40 mm, as 
opposed to 13 in 40 mm for the previous issue. 
Sides and bottom of the sheets are straight· 
edged, but the top is rouletted to separate the 
selvedge. 

LAYOUT: Printed in simple 8% x 11 sheets 
of 25 stamps each, in the usual 5 x 5 format . 
The design area of each stamp measures 27 x 40 
mm. Each sheet is numbered in sequence, 
starting at 00001 for each value. The sequence 
numbers are in red in the upper right corner of 
the selvedge. 

SECURITY DESIGN Each sheet has been 
completely printed with fine, sinuous, red-brown 
lines at 1 mm intervals diagonally across the 
sheet, as well as very fine pale yellow lines ver
tically. This pattern of red and yellow lines 
underlies the stamp design and makes the new 
issue easily distinguishable from all others, 
even in used conditon. 
NUMBERS: Five thousand of each value made 
up the first printing. Thus the sheets in the 
first printing of each value bear numbers 00001 
to 00200. 

SECOND PRINTING 

In November 1981 a second order for the 
$30, and an initial order for a $50 stamp, were 
placed w ith the Pacific Banknote Co. These are 
in the same design and format as the first print-

ing, but were printed on Davee Gummed 24 lb. 
English Finish paper. The gum is invisible, and 
I am informed that it is dextrose based rather 
than P .V .A. The $30 is in the same colour as 
the first printing. The $50 is orange. 5000 of 
each value were produced in this printing. 
Sheet numbers 00201 to 00400 were used for 
the $30 value, and 00001 to 00200 for the $50. 
Delivery date was 16 November 1981 . 

CATALOG NUMBERS 

It is now possible to list the complete 
series II. The values issued were 1 Ot, 50t, 
$1.00, $2.00, $5.00, $10.00 and $20.00. All 
were on Davac paper with dull gum, and per
forated 12.5 x 12.5. This series was gradually 
replaced, between 1971 and 1981, with stamps 
of identical design, paper and gum but roulel
ted for separation, 13 perforations in 40 mm. 
The rouletted stamps appeared in values of 
$1.00, $2.00, $5.00 and $30.00. They have 
been referred to as Series 12 in the Canadian 
Revenue Reference Manual (1979) and assigned 
the numbers B.C. 59, 60,61 and 62 respectively . 

Thus, if this numbering system is followed, 
the new 1981 stamps become Series 13, and the 
$15 value will be #63, the $30 first printing 
.¥64, the $30 second printing #64a, and the 
$50.¥65. 

It should be noted that in Series 11 the 
sheets for each value were numbered beginning 
with the number 1. Sheet numbers are useful 
to the revenue collector as they positively iden
tify the different printing orders that were 
placed for each value over the years of their 
use, beginning 30 November 1958. Series 13 
has begun a new number sequence for each value. 

Encourage Friends To Join BNAPS 

CANADIAN POSTAL HISTORY 
& 

POST CARDS 

GREENWOOD STAMP CO. 
TEL. 1-613/257-5453 

216 MAILEY DR. 

CARLETON PLACE, ONT. K7C 3X9 

COVERS 
AND 

STAMPS 
Free Price List 

CANADA AND 
PROVINCES 

P.O. BOX 5176 • ARMDALE, N.S. B3L 4M7 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 
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The CENTENNIAL DEFINITIVES STUDY GROUP 
Centennial Coils 

PART 2 
by Douglas C. Irwin 

The 341, 4¢ and 5d coil stamps, along with 
the 3d and 5d precancelled coils , were printed 
by the Canadian Bank Note Company and pro
duced in rolls of 500 subjects. The printing 
plates would print 10 columns (10 stamps 
across) of 25 subjects at one time. Thus a roll 
of 500 stamps would require 20 successive 
printings (and 20 successive inkings of the 
printing plate) on a continuous web of paper, 
with the paper being advanced after each print
ing. In normal cases, the spacing between the 
bottom (horizontal) frame line of one coil 
stamp and the top frame line of the next coil 
stamp is 4 mm, and the vertical frame lines are 
perfectly aligned. 

In many instances the continuous web of 
paper would not be aligned perfectly, after be
ing advanced, with the next successive printing 
of stamps. Therefore, spacing varieties MAY be 

1. Normal and Extra-wide Spacings 
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found after every 25 stamps. If the web of 
paper was advanced too far between successive 
printings, a wide space between horizontal 
frame lines can be found . Figure 1 shows the 
normal (4 mm) spacing and an extra wide 
(5.5mm) spacing. Similarly, if the paper was 
not advanced far enough, an abnormally nar
row spacing between framelines would result. 

2. Coil Jump 

In some instances, the web of paper shifted 
a small amount horizontally while being ad
vanced. This resulted in the next group of 25 
stamps being printed slighly ·to the left or right 
of the previous group of 25 stamps. In these 
cases, the vertical frame lines seem to " jump" 
to the left or to the right . Figure 2 shows an 
example of such a jump. 

After the coil stamps had been printed, 
they were perforated horizontally . Occasion
ally, the web of paper separated along one of 
these horizontal rows of perforations and this 
necessitated joining of the two pieces by the 
Canadian Bank Note Company . These joints 



3. Coil Repair 

consisted of a horizontal strip of gummed paper, 
perforated horizontally through the centre. 
This strip, which varied in width vertically, 
was attached to the gummed side of the coil 
stamps. Figure 3 shows such a repair from the 
gummed side. The repaired web of coil stamps, 
10 colums wide, was then cut into individual 
rolls of 500. 

At some time during the perforating of the 
4¢ coil stamps, a perforating pin broke, produc• 
ing a constant variety in the form of a missing 
perforation 1. This variety (Figure 4) is found 
in one of the 10 rolls of coils from each web of 
5000 stamps. The missing perforation occurs 
every 24 stamps, starting between stamps 8 and 
9, then between 32 and 33, 56 and 57 and so 
on, finishing between stamps 488 and 489. 
This variety occurs 21 times in a roll of 500 
stamps (or 21 time in a sheet of 5000 uncut 
subjects). We would be interested in knowing 
whether anyone has found this variety occur
ring in any other Centennial coil stamp. 

C \ 1\:A DA 
••••••••••• 

4 
4. Broken Perforation Pin 

There is another very common (and minor) 
perforation variety which can be found in the 
regular 34, 4¢ and 54, and the precancelled 34 
and 5¢, Centennial coils. In many cases, one or 
more of the perforating pins became bent, re
sulting in perforating holes being slightly above 
or slightly below the horizontal line formed by 
the other holes. Countless examples of this 
variety can be found. Sometimes all three sets 
of perforations in a strip of 4 stamps will show 
this variety. 

5. Doubled Printing 

The 44 and 54 coil stamps have been found 
with traces of a double printing. Portions of 
the design can be found doubled, with the doub

led image appearing faint and usually slightly 
to the left. These doubled images occur at the 
4 or 5 and CANADA, which has a faint doubled 
4 appearing in the left vertical margin, and traces 
of a doubled portion of CANADA in the lower 
horizontal margin. The 54 coil (not shown) 

has been found with doubled portions of the 5 
shifted only slightly to the left, still appearing 
on the printed portion of the stamp, not running 
into the vertical margin. 

The 5¢ coi~ stamp has been describeg in 
reference books and listed in catalogues as 
occurring with hairlines. These appear as very 
fine blue lines running hoFizontally across the 

stamp. Hairlines can also be found on the 54 
precancelled coil. Another variety which can 
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6. Broken Precancel Bars 

be found on the 5¢ precancelled coils is a break 
in the precancel bars. In some instances, a sec
tion of the middle bars can be found missing 
as shown in Figure 6. It is interesting to note 
that in all the examples of this variety that we 

have seen, the portion of the bars missing is vir
tually the same, indicating that this was indeed 
a constant repeating variety . 

The Centennial Definitives Study Group 
produces a regular newsletter, along with this 
column. The newletter deals with the Centen
nial issue in far greater detail and also provides 
a forum for study group members to discuss 
thi.s complex issue. Any BNAPS member inter
ested in joining the study group should contact 
us at the address listed on the "Business Side" 
page of this issue of TOPICS. 

to be continued ..... . 

References: 
1. THE CANADIAN PHILATELIST, Vol30, 

No. 5, Page 298. 
2. The 1967-73 DEFINITIVE ISSUE, by 

F. W. L. Keane and J. Paul Hughes, Page60. 
3 . THE CANADA SPECIALIZED POSTAGE 

STAMP CATALOGUE, all years from 
1974. 

TOPICS NEEDS O RIGINA L MATERIAL 

FOR PUBLICATION 

WE'VE GOT YOU COVERED ! 

With tour active houses on three continents, 
the Harmer network covers the global 
philatelic scene. Close liaison between our 
Galleries in New York, San Francisco, 
London, and Sydney means that your stamps can be sold to maximum 
advantage in the proper market. 

When selling - or buying .. . Harmers makes that important dif
ference. Write or phone today fo r details. 

HARMERS INTERNATIONAL 
Philatelic Auctioneers To The World Fo'f More Than Six Decades 

New York: 6 West 48th Street, New York, NY 10036 Phone: (212) 757-4460 
San Francisco: 49 Geary Street, San Francisco, CA 94102 Phone: (415) 391-8244 
Also in: London, England & Sydney, Australia 
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WANTED IMMEDIATELY 

All of the following items for an immediate cash settlement 
at very generous prices: 

1) Stamp collections of any country {especially internationals 
and globals). 

2) Postal history {covers) of the world pre-1900. Anything 
and everything wanted in early Canada. 

3) Large post card collections (pre-1925 vintage). 

If you have anything described above please contact us im
mediately or ship to our store registered mail. Larger lots 
preferred please. 

WE OFFER: 

1) A very large retail store well stocked w ith BNA material. 

2) Regular mail auctions. 

3) Mail order and want list service for B.N.A., U.S. and G.B. 
Stamps and Covers. 

- PLEASE VISIT US SOON 

Ameri-Can Stamp Studio 
6048 YONGE STREET 

WILLOWDALE, ONTARIO M2M.3W5 

TELEPHONE (416) 226-2622 

HOURS: 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., Monday-Saturday 

OWNER: SAM CASUCCIO 
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The POSTAL STATIONERY STUDY GROUP 
by Dr Earle L. Covert 

CHALLENGES IN CANADIAN POSTA L STATIONERY CO LLECTI NG 

Postal Stationery generally comes in the 
form of a piece of paper. with a "stamp" 
printed directly on it to show postage has been 
paid to the Post Office prior to the "paper" 
being obtained by the user. 

A hundred years ago the embossed, typo· 
graphed or engraved stamps were cut-to-shape 
from envelopes or postal cards and pasted in 
albums. However, this went out of fashion as 
the volume of adhesive stamps increased and 
albums no longer allowed space for these 
cut-to-shape items. 

A few collectors began to notice and study 
differences in size, colour, sty le, paper and 
watermark of the envelopes. and differences 
in the headings on postal cards. Nine different 
catalogues have recognized, in varying degrees, 
the differences in Canadian Postal Stationery. 
Interest is steadily increasing, but is still only a 
fraction of that shown in United States or 
Australian Postal Stationery . The present 
reasonable prices for Canadian Postal Station
ery 1 compared to that of the rest of the world, 
reflect this later development of interest. 

Few collectors are interested only in cut 
squares. Many more seek a basic collection of 
each regularly issued envelope, usually in the 
two sizes in which they were issued, and each 
postal card with the various headings authorized 
by the Post Office, plus the aerogrammes, 
letter cards, postal bands and wrappers. Some 
collectors confine their interest to a particular 
period or issue. and collect not only the basic 
issue but also essays and proofs, specimens. us· 
ages and rates. Advertising. on the front or 
back, as well as printed to-private-order items 
often complete a collection. Postal stationery 
turns up in the collections of many who 'don't 
touch that stuff' as the basic carr ier of R P.O.'s, 
First Flights, town or fancy cancels, rates, etc. 

Printed-to-Private-Order (or Special Order) 
items were printed under Post Office supervision 
and fiscal control, to the specification of a user, 
and were not generally available over the Post 
Office counter to the general public. These 
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included odd sizes and sty les, unusual stamps 
or stamp combinations. coloured and most 
watermarked papers and ell window envelopes 
or postal cards. The use of these has almost 
ceased. An increasing number of people collect 
these by Webb Number, or by every minute dif
ference to be found, such as en·velope die cut 

and wording. A list of all the different enve· 
lopes is being developed. 

Election envelopes used in Federal or Ter
ritorial elections are also sought. Some, issued 

by the ten or hundred thousend,are only know n 
from one or two copies in collect ors hands. 
Precancelled postal stationery is also becoming 

popular. and several people are working seriously 
on catalogue listings. Others collect pictorial or 
political advertising on the fronts (or backs) of 
postal cards. Still others collect postal station
ery items used by specif ic companies such as 
C.P., C.N .• Eaton's, Ontario Hydro. Wampoles 
or DeLaval; or by various government depart
ments, such as Water Height cards and Meteor· 
ological Agency or Lightkeeper envelopes. 
Heckler's overprints of "SERV ICE" or 

"OFF ICIAL" on postal cards and envelopes are 
of interest to some. 

Railway view cards offer a challenge to 
anyone attempting to collect all the different 
views. New views are slowly being found. The 
railways bought sheets of current cards from 
the Post Office. printed pictures on the face. 
and less often on the back, then used them for 
railway forms and reports. 

As the study of Canadian Postal Station
ery involves more serious collectors, many 
unanswered questions are emerging. For in
stance, why are there different stamp d ies on 
the first Karsh issue, the Cameo and Centennial 
issues; and w hich dies were used for various 
purposes? There are sti ll previously unknown 
regular issue postal stationery items being dis· 
covered in the older issues, especially amongst 

the revalues. 
An expanding collection can be developed 

with the special order envelopes, as not even 



the Post Office has any idea of all that have been 

printed. The limit on collecting these seems 
not to be money but to be the time, patience 
and luck to turn up a few here and there. Over 

1400 are now listed, but in the mid-thirties over 
100 million were produced in a single year, 
with a large order being a hundred thousand 
(the election envelopes). The average order 
was probably more like 2000 to 5000, making 
thousands of different orders possible in a year. 

A few users of postal cards bought blank 
sheets and had a heading similar to the regu lar 

ON THE CIRCUIT 

The first three months' operation of there
vised Sales Circuit have been most rewarding. 
At the time of writing 20 circuits have been 
completed or are in circulation across the con· 
tinent. More circuits w i ll move out as soon as 
material is avai lable. We need more material 
in all categories. Classes needed most are as 

follows: Cancellations-squared Circles; R .P .O.s; 
Pre-Cancels; Towns (particularly Yukon & 
NWT); Semi-Official Airs; Revenues (particu
larly Newfoundland); Large Cents; Small Cents; 
Better Plate Blocks (No current or last 10 years 
at this time}. We can still use limited amounts 
of mint Canada, particularly Admirals.Mint and 
used Newfoundland and Provinces, and Booklet 
Panes are being requested. 

SPECIA L N OTE TO SELLERS 

Please keep books in specified categories. 
Be sure of your mounting. Pricing should be 
competitive for good sales. 

ATTENTION BUYERS 

Please ensure that each space has your 
BNAPS number and name (RUBBER STAMPS 
ARE PREFERRED - ORDER YOURS NOW 
THROUGH YOUR LOCAL SUPPLIER}. A l 
though we have said that money orders are pre· 
ferred, personal cheques are acceptable if more 
convienient or if less expensive for you. This 
particularly applies to USA members. Any dif 
ference on exchange will be credited to you on 

Post Office headings applied. This leads to de· 
tectlve-type challenges to the collector. Others 
had the cards separated by roulette or perforat· 
ion. Postal cards are found with roulettes down 
the center or near one end to allow a stub to be 
torn off. r-t is a challenge to look through ac
cumulations for these few items. 

The possibilities are as varied as your imag
ination, energy and time permits. Are these of 
any interest to you? If so, join the Postal 
Stationery Study Group. Our address is on the 
Business Side page of every issue of TOPICS. 

by Bob Jamieson 
SNAPS Sales 
Circuit Manager 

your next circuit. Ask your bank for current 
rate when calculating, or consult linns. Credits 
or debits will be in Canadian Funds for pur
poses of calculations. Calculate your total 
remittance after deducting credits or adding 
debits to your purchases. 

SPECIA L N OTE TO NEW AND OL D 
M EMBERS 

If you are not enjoying the benefits of the 
BNAPS Sales Circuits, please write now for full 
details on participating. You won't be disap
pointed. 

We will have a new large size book ready 
in the fall, to be launched at Virginia Beach. 
NOTE: The present small size book will conti
nue to be used. Any member who has any 
quantity of the current books and does not 
plan on using them, your Sales Circuit would 
be pleased to buy them back from you at your 
original cost. To simplify matters, buying price 
will be $1.00 per ten books, post paid, or bring 
them to Virginia Beach for refunds or credits. 

NOTE TO All MEMBERS PARTIC
IPATING IN THE SALES CIRCUIT: All 

SENDINGS MUST BE BY REGISTERED 
MAI L IN ORDER TO HAVE INSURANCE 
COVERAGE. PHILATELIC FRANKING ON 
All PARCELS IS BEST FOR ALL. DO YOU 
APPRECIATE RECEIVING PARCELS WITH 
METERS OR A MASS OF LOW VALUE 
DEFINIT I VES? ALL MEMBERS THANK 
YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION ON THE 
ABOVE. 
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- (¥i The RPO Cowcatcher 
Lewis M. Ludlow 

Gamlen Japan, No. 303, No. 1 Iwata Bldg. 
hi Gotanda 5-chome, 141 

ANOTHER SPECIALIST 

For the last few years George Olson has 
been working on categorizing oval cancellat
ions of the Small Queen era. Although he is 
running the whole gamut, he asked for our in
put on oval RP.O.s in the 1870-1897 span and 
a list was duly sent. One of our favorites in 
th is oval category is R-75 INTERCOLONIAL 
RAILWAY I VALLEY, Type 3A. Illustrated 
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is the earliest reported strike, February 9, 1876, 
on a cover from our own collection. It is too 
bad that George does not cover oval R.P.O.s in 
the Pence period; then he could include R-558 
PAID I G.W.R., as illustrated by the lovely 
cover, dated May 4, 1857 from Ross Gray. If 
any of our readers have data on George Olson's 
area, R.P.O.s or otherwise, I am sure he would 
be glad to hear from you. 



MORE NEW TRACK 

Bob Soper does not just dabble in New
foundland T .P .O.s. He recently submitted a 
newly discovered ticket stamp, Canadian Nor
thern Ry . I WARMAN, SASK., Type 1L,. 
November 21, 1905. Although the top portion 
of the strike is faint, sufficient identification 
can be made to list this attractive and unusual 
strike, which will appear in the ticket stamp 
section of the new catalogue. Bill Robinson 
advises that there was no R.P.O. west of Hum
boldt in 1905, and surmises that this cover 
went from the Warman Station Agent in the 
O.C.S. (On Company Service) bag to Montreal, 
where it was received on November 25, 1905. 

A THING OF BEAUTY 

I have long had a fascination for clerk 
strikes on stamp. While such strikes on there
verse of covers, struck as transit marks, "en 
passant", are certainly nice and worthy of col 
lection, those cancelling a stamp, strictly un
authorized, are the "piece de resistance" . 
Ross Gray and I join together to present such a 
lovely item in Q 52C, LEVIS & SHERBROOKE 
I JOS. TRUDEL I QUEBEC, Type 21E. Illus
trated are Ross' strike,on a post card to Chicago, 

dated July 3, 1912, and our own post card strike
a valentine, no lessl- sent July 19, 1912, to New 
Hampshire. TRUDEL, for Q-62C, is quite well 
known; much more rare for the same listing are 
J .G. Dumont (Edward Issue) and,also illustrated, 
J. ANT HUARD (Admiral Period). All of these 
clerk strikes, though rare, are sti ll available and 
keep showing up. We hope that each of our 
readers can place such a prize in their collections. 

NEW R . P. 0 . CATALOGUE 

It has been a long time since we commented 
on the status of the new R.P.O. Catalogue. As 
explained to the Study Group in Ottawa, in 
1981 numerous business and personal situations 
combi~ed to derail our efforts. Since the 
BNAPEX - 81 convention, however, we have 
been able to get back in the philatelic saddle 
and continue our activity_ Previously, we had 
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completed the manuscript on the listing sections 
of Quebec, Ontario, Westerns, Routes, Steamers, 
Registered, Emergency and Depots. The Depot 
Section will have to be reworked due to consid
erable additional input from Graham Noble, 
but this is short and not a serious problem. We 
have now .also completed the sections on New
foundland, the Maritimes and Ticket Stamps. 
The Newfoundland Section has benefi ted enor
mously from the year-long hammer analysis 
carried out in the A .P .0. Study Group News
letter, which produced a vast amount of pre
viously unknown information. The new New
foundland Section will represent a far more 
complete presentation that we have ever had 
before. 

Still to be completed, probably by the 
time this column appears, are the Ornament 
Section; the preliminary listing of Royal Train 
cancellations, in support of the major work 
planned for later publication by Graham Noble 
and Ron McGuire; the sequential list of train 
numbers; the alphabetical list of clerk's names; 
a rewritten section for the illustration of types 
used for identification; plus the qualitative 
commentary need to support all of the de
tailed sections, as well as to explain the ut ili· 

zation of the catalogue. Accordingly, those 
reading this column who in the past have been 
so helpful in submitting new information, 
should all consider the data bank for the new 
catalogue to be locked and fixed. You will 
understand that if we are ever to get this pub
lication into print we must have a cut-off point, 
and that has now been established. New list
ings, dates, and o ther supporting information 
are still wanted, of course, but will have to go 
in the next edition. 

One of the great aspects of collecting 
R.P.O.s is the continual discovery of new mate
rial; it is a speciality only yet partially explored, 
despite all efforts over the last fifty years. There 
is a vast area still to be covered, and many items 
waiting to be discovered. So, although this new 
catalogue is yet to be published, we are assured 
that there will have to be another edition within 
3 - 5 years, and probably several more after 
that. This , then gives you the present status of 
the new A .P .0. catalogue. We feel assured that 
it will be published in 1982; however, since we 
had the same feeling in 1981, we make no pro
mises. As can be noted above, progress is now 
being made in significant strides, and we are 
in a count down type of position. 

Encourage Friends To Join BNAPS 

CANADIAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

OF GREAT BRITAIN 
Membership Secretary: 

DAVID SESSIONS 
3 Lo ngfield Close, Henbury, Bristol BSIO 7ND England 

For all aspects of B.N.A. PHILATELY: 'MAPLE LEAVES' 

£5.00 PER YEAR 
(Effective 1 October 1982,-4:.6.00 per year) 

Published flve times per year 

• WRITE FOR SPECIMEN COPY • 
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FROM THE BOOKSHELF 

As t stated in my annual report, one of the 
major problems with the library is the lack of 
an up to date library list. Since this problem 
cannot be corrected in the near future, begin· 
ning with this report, I will try and give mem
bers an idea of how the library works, and what 
is in it. To start out, I will explain the library 
rules. 
Library Rules: 

1. Only members in good standing with the 
Society may use the library. 

2. A member, on written application to the 
Librarian, may borrow not more than two 
volumes and/or 10 loose articles at a time, 
for not more than 30 days. After 30 days 
or sooner, the material must be returned 
in good condition by the method specified 
by the Librarian. Until returned, the mem
ber is liable for the full value of all material 
borrowed. 

3. Members shall be responsible for all pos-

COLLECTIONS 
Disposing of collections to the best 
advantage can sometimes become a 
complex problem. I have the experience 
and ready access to the best markets for 
any type of collection. This includes the 
lnternatJonal British market as Canadian 
Aient for Robson Lowe Limited of 

London, England. 

Box 68, Station 0, 
M4T 2L7 

Toronto, Canada 
(416)489. 4683 

I'll TRADE 
Your name for a copy 

of 
my latest auction cata logue 

featuring Canada, Commonwealth 
and Foreign 

Ja-tN SHEFFIELD 
Box 3171, Stn. A 

LONDON,ONT.CANADA 
N6A 4J4 

by Harry Machum 
BNAPS Librarian 

tage and insurance charges. No money 
should accompany the request for mate
rial as the cost will be advised at time of 
shipping. Payment can be made by"cheque, 
money order or mint Canadian stamps. 

Normally, requests are sent by 3rd class 
insured mail. However, certain books such as 
Jarrett's 1929, would have to be sent reg)stered 
insured, 1st class. Members should keep this 
in mind when requesting out of print books. 

The library is divided into the following 
sections: Historical, Philatelic General, Postal 
History, Handbooks, Canada Postage Stamps, 
Cancellations and Cacheted Covers, BNA Gen
eral, Great Britain and United States, Maritime 
Provinces and British Columbia. Each section 
is further broken down according to books or 
articles on fil e. 

In future reports I will break down several 
sections at a time to give fellow members a 
better idea of what is in each section. 

MAY WE SEND YOU A COPY OF 

HENNOK'S 

MINT CANADA 

Wholesale List 

• From Scott #34 to date 
• Hinged and never hinged 
*Fine & Very-fine grades 
*Per 10 and per 50 

JIM A. HENNOK l TO. 

43 Adelaide East 

Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
M5C 1J4 
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PATRIOTIC POSTCARD SERIES 

TERCENTENARY OF QUEBEC 1608-1908 

Perhaps the best -known and most colour
ful of the Quebec Tercentenary cards is this 
gold-bordered series, which is similar in format 
to the Habitant Life Studies. 

The cards, published by Valentine and 
Sons, show a coat-of-arms with draped flags in 
red, white and blue. The scenes from in and 
around the City of Quebec are all in colour. 

The title 1608- Tercentenary of Quebec- 1908 
is on a greenish background. 

Backs are undivided, but three horizontal 
lines are printed for the address. The words 
"Souvenir Post Card" and the publisher's name 
(at left) are in gray. 

Only some of the cards have the Valentine 
number. 

a) Coloured Scenes: 
100,460 Sous le Cap Street Looking East 

Quebec. (Vert.l 
100,469 Chateau from Laval University . 
100,474 Where Wolfe Died, Plains of Abra

ham, Quebec. 
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by W. L. Gutzman (1300) 

100,475 Chateau Frontenac & Citadel, Quebec 
101,290 Church of Notre Dame des Victoires, 

Quebec (Vert.) . 
103,096 Kent Gate, Quebec. 
103,598 Little Champlain Street, Quebec. 
103,601 Champlain (Vert.) 

Champlain Monument Dufferin Ter
race, Quebec. 
Champlain Monument, Quebec (Vert.) 
Champlain Memorial, Quebec (Vert.l 
Dufferin Terrace, Quebec 
Parliament Buildings, Quebec 
Quebec. 
St. Louis Gate. 
Wolfe and Montcalm's Monument, Que
bec (Vert.) 

b) Black and White Historical Depictions: 
Champlain Plan of Operations be· 
Death of Montcalm fore Quebec in 1759 
"Death of Wolfe Prince of Wales 
De Levis Quebec 
Jacques Cartier 
Montcalm 
Palace Gate, Quebec 

St. Louis Gate, Quebec 
Wolfe 
Wolfe's Cove, Quebec 



SOUVENIR OFFICIEl. DES 
DU Jlle C£N TENAIRF: DE QU 

1600 - 1906 

SOUVENIR OFFICIEL DES FETES DU llle 
CENTENAIRE DE QUEBEC 1608- 1908 

Also in bright colours, this is the most 
common of the Tercentenary series of cards. 

Again with a wide gold border and topped 
by two flags, red, white and blue at left, and 
white with gold fleur-de-lys at right, the views 
are all multicoloured, producing an overall 

1:-eautiful appearance. 
The backs are all divided, and show the 

English title printed, Official Souvenir Post · 
Card/Quebec Tercentenary Celebration/1608 · 
1908. Publisher's name is not given. 

Monument Champlain (Vert) 
Monument des Braves (Vert) 
Monument Jacques Cartier (Vert) 
Monument Laval (Vert) 
Monument Wolfe Plaines d'Abraham 
Ville de Quebec 
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CHAMPLA IN/TER-CENTENARY /1608 

1908 (Black and White--reverse sepial 

The face of these cards is a series of black 
and white sketches representing a variety of in

cidents and statues associated with the Tercen
tenary. 

The printing on the backs is in sepia. A 
portrait of Champlain in a circular frame, at 
the upper left, is above the words Champlain/ 
Ter.Centenary/1608 -1908. The title of the 
subject on the face of the card is given at lower 
left in both English and French . All backs 

were divided. The words "Private Post Card/ 
The Address to be Written on This Side" 
appear, in sepia. 

Publishers were the Illustrated Post Card 
Co., Montreal. 

British Fleet Attacks Quebec, 1759 
Champlain's Ships arr.iving at Quebec, 1608 
DeLevis at the Battle of St. Foye, 1760 
Drilling Troops on the Esplanade, Quebec 

French Settlers in the days of Champlain 
French Warship fights for three hours against 

five British ships 
Frontenac answers Admiral Phipps 
General Hospital founded 1693 
Heroic defence of a palisaded fort by Dollard 

and his Companions May, 1660 

Landing of Champlain at Quebec, 1608 
One of the British Cruisers taking part in the 

Celebrations 
One of the First Class British Battleships taking 

part in the Celebrations 
Quebec in 1759 from Point Levis 
Quebec in 1759, from St. Charles River 
Statue of General Wolfe at Quebec 
Statue of the Marquis de Montcalm at Quebec 
Trading with the Indians in the early days of 

the Settlement 
Wolfe landing Troops, September 13, 1759 
H.M.S. Indomitable on which H .R.H . the 

Prince of Wales came to Quebec 
Monument a Mgr. de Laval, Quebec 

CHAMPLAIN/TER.CENTENARY/1608-
1908 (Red under Champlain Portraitl 

INDIAN ll<lAI.PIN<ll AN I!NNI!M.Y 

44 BNA TOPICS I MAY-JUNE, 1982 

This series can be recognized by the cream 

colouring of the cards, the black and white 
sketches and the red circular background to the 
Champlain portrait and the wording, on the face. 

In this case the subjects of the sketches are 
named on the face of the cards as well, in black. 

The backs, divided, give the publisher 
"Illustrated Post Card Co." and the words 

· "Private Post Card/the Address to be Written 
on this side" in black. 

J 
A Canadian Trappeur (Vert I 
Canadian Volunteer on Snow-shoes (Vertl 

signed by G.A. Barbant 
Defeat of the Iroquois by Champlain 
Indian Camp in Champlain 's Time 

J
l ndian Scalping an Ennemy (Vert) signed by 

Gauchard 
The ancient Indian game of Lacrosse 
Ursuline Convent, founded 1639 by Madame 

; de Ia Peltrie 



EARLY POST OFFICES 
NORTHWEST FROM HULL 

. • Ons.Jow Corners 
Shawville 

The 1821 edition of the Quebec Almanac 
listed a new mail route, from Montreal to Hull, 
which had been established two years earlier 
after a post office had been opened at Hu ll. 
The mail left Montreal each Monday, returning 
later in the week. Ruggles Wright, the post· 
master at Hull, was the son of Philemon Wright, 
of Woburn, Massachesetts, who in 1800 had led 
a party of settlers to the Chaudiere Falls. The 
site of Hull was on the portage around the falls. 

Then, on 25 June 1830, Deputy Post
master-General Stayner notified local post
masters, "Hull , L.C. This Office not being 
necessary so near to By Town, will be abolished." 
The latter village, which was to become the city 
of Ottawa in 1854, had come into being with 
the building of the Rideau Canal, and a post 
office had opened in 1829. Hull post office 
was reopened in 1833. 

Philemon Wr ight had gone back to Woburn, 
Mass. to recruit men for his growing settlement 
around the Chaudiere Falls. He urged his rela
tive Joseph Wyman to join him and shortly 
after the latter settled near Aylmer. In 1823 his 
son, Joseph Wyman Jr., took up several hundred 
acres west of Aylmer in the 2nd to 4th ranges 
of Onslow Township, Lower Canada (Quebec), 
with headquarters in lots 3 and 4, 3rd range. 
At that time the property was in Ottawa 
County. Later it was il'lcluded in Pontiac County. 

Two projects vital to the development of 
that part of the Ottawa Valley were roads and 
postal services. Philemon Wright, while still a 
Member at Quebec for that riding, had been 
instrumental in getting a good road, begun in 

by Max Rosenthal 

1830 and completed two years later, built from 
Hull to Aylmer. Lumber merchant Charles 
Symmes had laid out Aylmer ,eight miles up 
stream from By Town, in 1830, naming it after 
the then Governor-General of Canada. He 
opened its post office two years later. 

In 1850 an Ottawa newspaper complained, 
"The present mail route (Grenville to Hull) on 
the north side of the river is of the most inferior 
description; besides the inconvenience incurred 
of crossing fences and other obstructions, pass
ing through fields and over gullies and swim· 
ming rivers." 

If the roads east of Hu II were bad, going 
West from Aylmer they were nearly non
existent. No help was promised for road
building, but a promise was extracted that mail 
service for this area would be provided if some
one could be found to carry it. With the junior 
Wyman's farm settlement growing, his lumber
ing operation increasing and sawmill getting 
busier, he said he would do so. 

Onslow Township, surveyed in 1805, had 
gotten its first post office, Onslow, on lot 10 of 
the 4th range, at the confluence of the Quio 
River with the Ottawa, in 1839. First settled 
about four years earlier, the village there -
though not the post office - was called Quio. 
Lumber merchant Wal ton Smith kept the 
Onslow post office in his general store. In the 
1870's the spelling of the village's name 
changed, for reasons unknown, to Quyon. In 
1886 the postal designation, Onslow, was also 
altered to Quyon. In the early 1840's John 
Christian Mohr, born in Sweden of German 
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descent, procured a large tract nearby. In 1846 
he build a large stone house overlooking the 
Ottawa A iver, and attracted other settlers. In 
cooperation with Wyman, he now brought mail 
twice a week from Aylmer on horseback . 

In 1848 the editor of the Kingston news
paper, the British Whig, toured the Ottawa north· 
west from Hull,(1) sending back reports for 
publication . On August 8 he exclaimed, ' I 
cannot give a better idea of the real civilization 
of this far away country, than to here mention 
that at Portage du Fort there is not only a Post 
Office, but that the Office is a distributing one. 
No less than four Mails arrive at and depart 
from this small village, three of which are tri· 
weekly, and the other bi-weekly." Portage du 
Fort, "75 miles above By Town" as he located 
it, had been established the previous year at the 
upper end of the 20 mile long Chats Lake. Here 
Joseph Wyman reached the end of his route 
from Aylmer. The distance was about 50 miles, 
with Wyman's homestead roughly about half· 
way . His descendant S. Wyman Mackechnie 
wrote, "Only a man with vision and stamina 
would have attempted the job, let alone con
tinued it for over 40 years:·(2) Mail service at 
first was only by horseback, so there was but 
one trip a week. 

By the early 1850's ra ilways were begin
ning to replace stage coaches in many areas, and 
good vehicles were becoming available. Soon 
after the first mail run, Wyman drove into his 
homestead with a team of horses hitched to a 
six passenger coach which would serve the 
route from Aylmer to Portage du Fort until 
the coming of the railway, 30 years later. 

The mail carriers took no holidays except· 
Sundays. The schedule followed, unless storms 
interfered, was Aylmer to Portage du Fort one 
day and return the next, changing horses at the 
Wyman farm at noon. There were three trips 
up, and the same down, each week. During the 
winter a large sleigh would be used every second 
day, a smaller one on other days. Later the 
service was extended to one trip up, and one 
down, each dey. 

In the 1880's, Wyman's route looked like 
this. Between Aylmer and the Wyman home, 
the main stop was Eardley, where the post 
office had been opened in 1848. Westward, tha 
first stop was Woburn. Then it was on to Elm· 

side (opened 18821, Bristol Corners (opened 
1842 as Bristol) and Heath's. At all these stops 
mail was exchanged for places off the main 
road such as Bristol Ridge, Clarendon Centre 
(opened as Clarendon, 1838), Shawville and 
Radford (opened 1884). From Heath's it was 
on to Portage du Fort. 

Early in 1885 Joseph Wyman received a 
letter from the Post Office Department with 
the news that the name Woburn would have to 
be changed, as it had been found that there 
was another Woburn in Quebec, in the Lake 
Megantic area not far from Maine. It said the 
matter was urgent, as the name duplication was 
beginning to cause confusion. The Department 
asked him to suggest another name at once. 

This upset Wyman, who had pleasant 
memories of his native Woburn in the United 
States. When they first came to Canada, his 
parents had named the settlement after their 
birthplace, although many had urged them to 
give it their own name. Wyman recalled that 
several others had migrated from Woburn, Mass. 
to the Lake Megantic area about the same time 
he came up to Hull. He chose the name Billerica, 
after a place close to the American Woburn. He 
had heard that one of his ancestors had called 
the place after a sweetheart, "Bille Rica". Some-
how the first "i" got changed to an "e" and in 
April 1885 Woburn post office became Bellerica. 
Two years later the error was corrected to 
Billerica. 

"On the morning of Jan. 13, 1886 Joseph 
Wyman drove up to Billerica. He was going to 
see the first train come into the station there. 
Jim Pritchard, the storekeeper and postmaster · 
at Billerica, welcomed the Wymans. James 
Mordy had built the store many years before, 
and Joseph Wyman had been bringing mail 
there on a regular basis since 1853. Egerton 
Mohr had taken over the store and post office 
from Mordy in 1881, but soon discovered that 
inside work was not for him and sold the place 
to James Pritchard less than two years later. 
(It was to remain in the Pritchard family for 
62 years.) Although only a few yards from the 
post office the station was not called Billerica, 
but Wyman - so named by the railway com· 
pany. It was a practice the company followed 
in order to honour pioneers."(3) 

REFERENCES : 1. 'Upstream From Hull', Canadian Philatelist, Nov.-Dec. 1970 
2. What They Were! , S. Wyman Mackechnie, 1975, Mason Enterprises 
3. Ibid 

46 BNA TOPICS I MAY· JUNE, 1982 



CALENDAR 
This feature of TOPICS will list Exhibitions and Bourses, including FIP sponsored (International) 

exhibitions, which wi ll have a significant BNA content, as well as BNAPS Regional Group 
Functions. Information/prospectus should be sent t o the Editor as soon as 

available and at least 3 months before the event. 

1982 

JULY 2 - 4 - STAMPEX '82, Annual National exhibition and bourse. Sheraton Centre, Toronto. 
Information: STAMPEX' 82,565 Alness St., Downsview, Ont. M3J 2T8 

JULY 3 .• POSTAL H ISTORY SOCIETY OF CANADA, Tenth Annual Meeting, at 1 p.m., during 
STAMPEX '82, the Sheraton Centre, Toronto, Ontario. Dr. Fred Stulberg will speak on 
the "Postal History of Toronto". The annual Meeting of the PHSC will follow. 

SEPTEMBER 1 • 5: SAN MARINO '82, International Exhibition of Postal Stationery. Republic 
of San Marino. Information: Or. G. A. Vanderburgh, P.O. Box 204, Shelburne, Ont. 
LON 1SO 

OCTOBER 7 - 9 : BNAPS own annual convention exhibition and bourse. 
BNAPEX '82: Cavalier Resort, Virginia Beach, V irginia. Information: Marva Paige, 1145 

Shillelagh Road, Chesapeake, VA. 23323. 

DECEMBER 11 -19 - BELGIA '82, International exhibition of postal history, postal stationery 
and aerophilately. Brussels, Belgium. Sponsored by the FIP. Information: Canadian 
Commissioner, David Dixon, P. 0. Box 1082 . Oakville, Ontario L6J 5E9 

1983 

MAY 19 · 22 - OAKPEX '83, 1Oth annual exhibition of the Oakville Stamp Club, and 55th Annual 
Convention of the R.P .S.C. Information: D. Dixon, P.O. Box 1082, Oakville, Ont. 
L6J 5E9. 

MAY 20 - 22 -PAN PACIFIC EXPO '83, spring meeting of the American Philatel ic Society. 
A Western Canada section is planned. Information: Tom Current, P.O. Box 4056, 
Portland, OR 97208. 

JUNE 9 - 12 - PIPEX '83, 43rd Pacific International Philatelic Exhibit ion of the Northwest 
Federation of Stamp Clubs, Edmonton Convention Centre. Hosted by the Edmonton 
Stamp Club. Information: Keith R.Spencer, P .0. Box 399, Edmonton, Alberta, T5J 2J6. 

AUGUST 4 - 13 -BANGKOK '83, FIP sponsored international exhibition. Bangkok, Thailand. 

BNAPEX' 83: SEPTEMBER 1 - 3, Westin Hotel, Winnipeg, Manitoba. Information: Beverlie 
Clark, 924 North Dr., Winnipeg Manitoba R3T OA8. 

1984 - 7 

BNAPEX '84 -San Francisco, California. Chairman: Garvin Lohman 
BNAPEX '85- Calgary, Alberta. Chairman. Sam Nickle 
BNAPEX '86 - Open 
BNAPEX '87 - Open 

SUPPORT TOPICS' 
ADVERTISERS 
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If You are BUYING or SELLING : 

QUALITY CANADA 
& NEWFOUNDLAND 

Then you MUST Contact me. 

Our Quarterly Public Auctions have resulted in record prices 
for quality Canada & Newfoundland stamps. 

CONSIGNMENTS ARE NOW BEING ACCEPTED for future sales 

SELL IN U.S. FUNDS! 

Consignment fee is 10% of the hammer price. 
Lots realizing $500 or more will be charged 7% 

CALL OR WRITE TO DISCUSS YOUR HOLDINGS 

FOR AUCTION CONSIGNMENT OR IMMEDIATE SALE 

For a one year subscription to catalogues & prices real ized. 
please send $5.00 

NORMAN C. HINDS, JR. INC. 

P .0 . Box 456, Dept. B Phone(617)465-5653 Newburyport, MA 01950 

Member: ASDA, APS, EPS, BPS, BIA, PHS, PF, SPA, SNAPS, RPSC 
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BNAPS: THE BUSINESS SIDE 
PRESIDENT 

PAST PRESIDENT 
VICE PRESIDENT 

2nd VICE PRESIDENT 
TREASURER 
SECRETARY 

BNAPS ELECTED OFFICERS 

James C. Lehr, 2918 Cheshire Road, Wilmington, DE 19810 
Guy des Rivieres, 71 Rue St. Pierre, Quebec, P.O. G1 K 4A4 
Michael Dicketts, 61 A lwington Ave., Kingston, Ont. K7L 4R4 
Robert H. Pratt, 7912 N. Beach Dr., Milwaukee, WI 53217 
Edmund A . Harris, 620·75 Ave. N.W., Calgary, Alta. T2K OP9 
Edward J. Whiting, 25 Kings Circle, Malvern, PA 19355 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
Ten sittings: Five elected in the even numbered years for four year terms 

Serving until Dec. 31, 1982 

Lee Brandom 
Serving until Dec. 31, 1984 

Leo LaFrance (Chairman of Board) 
Garvin Lohman Trelle Morrow C. Ronald McGuire Wilmer Rockett 

Clarence Still ions William Simpson Harry Sutherland 

Study Groups 
CANADIAN REVENUES 

Wilmer C. Rockett 
2030 Overlook Avenue 
Willowgrove, PA 19090 

A P.O.'s 
David L. McKain 
. 5 Meadowcrest 

Parkersburg, WV 26101 

CANADIANMILITARYMAIL 
John C. Campbell 
1456 Ross Road 

Kelowna, B.C. V1Z 1 L6 

SQUARED CIJIICLES 

Dr. W. G. Moffatt 
RR 3 

Ballston Lake, NY 12019 

POSTAL STATIONERY 
Robert Lemire 
P.O. Box 549 

Pinawa, Man. ROE 1 LO 

CENTENNIAL DEFINITIVES 
Douglas Irwin 

2250 Lawrence Avenue East 
Apartment 406 

Scarborough, Ont. M 1 P 2P9 

STUDY GROUP COORDINATOR 
Larry R. Paige 

1145 Shillelagh Road 
Chesapeake, VA 23323 

FLAG CANCELS 
Larry A. Paige 

1145 Shillelagh Road 
Chesapeake, VA 23323 

SMALL QUEENS 
Don Fraser 

1183 Warsaw Avenue 
Winnipeg, Man. R3M 1C5 

PER FIN STAMPS OF B.NA. 
Michael Dickens 

61 Alwington Avenue 
Kingston, Ont. K7L 4R4 

CANADIAN RE-ENTRIES 
Ralph E. Trimble 

P .0. Box 532, Stn. A 
Scarborough, Ont. M1 K 5C3 

Regional Groups 
CALGARY 
Philip Wolf 

10515 Shillington Cr. S.W. 
Calgary, Alta, T2W ONB 

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
W. L. Wright 

2724 Doris Court 
Carmichael, CA 95608 

PRAIRIE BEAVERS 
E. A . Richardson 

P.O. Box 939 
League City TX 77573 

GOLDEN HORSESHOE 
Andrew Chung 

P.O. Box 5071 . Stn. E. 
Hamilton, Ont. L8S 41<9 

Ml D-A TLANTIC 
Richard A . Colberg 

814 Snyder Hill Road 
Lititz, PA 17543 

EDMONTON 
Stewart Kenyon 

P.O. Box 5152,Sta. E 
Edmonton, Alta. T5P 4C1 
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From the Secretary 
EDWARD J. WHITING 

25 Kings Circle 
Malvern, Pa. 19355 U.S.A. 

REPORT DATE: 1 APRIL 1982 

A PPLI CA TIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 

Objections MUST be filed with the Secretary IMMEDIATEL Y upon publication 

4147 WYNNS, John P., 6835 DeSoto Ave., Apt. #9, Canoga Park, CA 91303 
C Newfoundland, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and their philatelic literature. 
Proposed by E. J. Whiting L-61 

4148 FRASER, Robert A., R.R.#1, Lot 9, Con. 5, Waterdown, Ont. LOR 2HO 
C Canada mint singles; First Day covers; Covers in general. 
Proposed by L. Woodward 3718, seconded by D. M. Verity 2312 

4149 HASLER, A. H., 37 Holborn St., Brantford, Ont. N3R 2B7 
C Canada general; Postal History. 
Proposed by H. M. Street 3848, seconded by D. C. Dixon 3297 

4150 BERKOV ITS, Joseph, 3877 Bathurst St., Apt. 2, Downsview, Ont. M3H 3N4 
C Phi latel ic Literature; Canada and provinces mint and used singles. 
Proposed by T. W. McMahon 3564, seconded by R. H. Jamieson 21 18 

4151 FLYNN, W. Thomas, 711 -5th Ave., Apt. 502, New Westminster, B.C. V3M 1 X6 
C Canada Postal Stationery; Newfoundland Postal Stationery; R.P.O. Cancels 
Proposed by R. M. McGuinnes 2835, seconded by W. G. Robinson 2982 

4152 WOLD, Chester G. Jr., Box 208, Southfield, M l 48034 
C Large and Small Queen covers; Canada general 
Proposed by C. G. Firby 2664 

4153 HILL, Geoff, 94 Birch Hill Lane, Oakville, Ont. L6K 2N9 
C Duplex, ring & fancy cancellations; Postal History; Covers of Canada Cents, Large & 
Small Queen issues. Proposed by D. Dixon 3277, seconded by D. Clare 3924 

41 54 VON HAGEN, Elmore D., 268 Doran Bay, Winnipeg, Man. R2Y 1H5 
C Tagged/Luminescent plate blocks; 1967 Centennial issue in general, Booklets & panes 
Proposed by D. C. I rwin 3761, seconded by W. J. McCann 2977 

4155 GARVEY, Les, c/oJ. Garvey & Sons Ltd., 10156 -101 St., Rm.108, Edmonton, Alta. 
T5J OT5. D Canada. 
Proposed by E. L. Covert 2698 

4156 BAKKER, Mark 0., 410 Agnes St., Apt. 106, New Westminster, B.C. V3L 1G1 
C Canada-Provincial & Federal revenues, used, singles & blocks 
Proposed by C. 0. Emery 3468 

4157 COX, William H., 83 Darras Court, Brampton, Ont. L6T 1W7 

L-4118 
4119 
4121 
4122 
4124 
4125 

C Canada used singles; Canada precancels; Squared circle cancels 
Proposed by R. E. Bradbury 3831 , seconded by H . M . Street 3848 

LAFLEUR, Jean Claude 
ODEGARD, Douglas A . 
CAMPEAU, Ghislain 
MEWSE, Roy A. 
BUREGA, Paul M. 
SCHIENBEIN, J. C. 

NEW M EMBERS 

4127 
4128 
4129 
4130 
4131 
4132 

KING, Don G. 
SMEETON, John L. 
IRELAND, PeterS. 
RENAUD. Kevin J. 
CONROY. M rs. Esther G. 
BEDFORD, Darrell 
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NEW MEMBERS (cont'd) 

4133 
4134 
4135 

ROBERTSON, lan S. 
McDONALD, Gordon F. 
HARPER. J. Russell 

1:4136 BUCKNER, Dr. John M. 
4138 INGRAHAM,RobertP. 
4139 JONES, Allen D. 

APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP PENDING 

Applications previously published and awaiting concurrence of the Membership Committee 

4114 ROCHELEAU, Michel J. G. P. 4141 COORSH, Robert D. 
4120 SORENSON, Stanley P. 4142 ALBERT, Denis J. 
4123 MOYSEY , Mrs. Mary Jean 4143 WHITCOMBE, Steven P. 
4137 KAY, Dr. Leslie I. 4144 BATTERSBY, Ronald 
4140 PFEFFER, Ronald E. 4145 SWITZER, Robert H. 

CHANGE OF MEMBERSHIP STATUS TO LIFE MEMBER 

l-4055 CORMIER, Merv. J., 2 Rosedale Cr., St. John, N.B. E2J 3G4 

ADDRESS CHANGES/CORRECTIONS 

Notice of chanye MUST BE SENT TO THE SECRETARY. Any other office causes delay 

4120 SORENSON, Stanley P., 1490 Garnet Rd., Apt. 403, Victoria, B.C. V8P 5R1 
4057 TRAOUAIR, R. Scott, P.O. Box 82, McMaster University, Hamilton, Ont. L8S 1 CO 
3079 RUBIN, Mark, c/o Dura Plastics, 400 Dowd, Montreal, Que. H2Z 1B7 
2269 DE VOSS, Col. James T., 9 Nittany View Circle, State College, PA 16801 
4023 MclEAN, Andrew R., 2560 larch St ., Vancouver, B.C. V6K 3R1 
3491 MILAVSKY, Barry, 390 Wellesley St. E., No.6, Toronto, Ont. M4X 1H6 
2782 SANDERSON, Dr. Dorothy, 4 Colt Close, Rownhams, Southampton S01 8JA, England 
3828 THOMPSON, Christopher C., 91 Durie Lane, Thornhill, Ont. L3T 5H4 
647 CATTERICK, James W., 210 Steeles Ave. W., Apt. 2102, Brampton, Ont. L6Y 2K3 

1996 K EIM, Peter M., 614 Gloucester Lane, Foster City, CA 94404 
3594 SMITH, Robert B., 10735 12th lane, Apt. 6, lakewood, CO 80215 
2495 STILLIONS, C.A., 5031 Eskrid!le Terrace N.W., Washington, DC 20016 
3871 CHAFETZ, Melvin M., 7 Kenworth Ave., Keene, NH 03431 

RETURNED MAIL 
Information to correct address is needed .. this is the address of present record 

In parentheses after address is the Post Office remark/reason for return 

3875 McELFRESH, Sonja Z., 660 Greenhaven Ter., St. Paul, MN 55110 (Not deliverable as 
addressed - unable to forward) 

DECEASED 

1865 LOUNSBERY, Royden H., Ithaca, ~y 
832 PARKER, Razlemond B., St . Clair Shores, Ml 

3125 DIONNE, Dr. Martin J., Fort Myers, FL 
2123 FEURING, H. F., Regina, Sask . 

2867 
629 

3955 
2263 

TEMPLETON, R . l. 
PIGGOTT, Earle l. 
POJER, George 
EDWARDS, Edward D. 

R ESI GNA Tl ONS 

2640 
2692 
3171 
3288 

OICKLE, Brian I. 
BROOKS, Earle C. 
FOURNIER, Cyrille 
PENDLETON , Frances J . 

BNA TOPICS /MAY- JUNE, 1982/51 



CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 
RATES: 25 words for $3.00; 1Qe per extra word. Discount of 25% for 4 or more consecutive 

iNerts of the ~ame ad. Full payment must accompany ad copy. Copy end cheque or 
money order, payable to BNAPS, should be sent to the Advertising Manager: Dave Dixon, 
P.O. Box 1082, Oakville, Ont. Canada L6J 5E9. 

Receipt of advertili~ copy doe• not constitute acceptance. 

FOR SAlE 

EARLY CANADIAN POSTCARDS on approval. 
Enhance your Postal History collection 
with hometown views, subjects. Also 
Centennial pastel stationery list. Joy 
Stamps, P.O. Box 2394, Kitchener, 
Ontario N2H 6M3 

COLLECTORS CANADIAN PLATE BLOCKS 
NHFV 277 to 5~. Send SASE for list of 
lots at 50% Lyman's. G. A . Mcinnes, 514 
Piccadilly Ave., Ottawa, Ontario K1Y OHS 

ll T ERA T UR E 

OUT OF PR INT OR CURRENT TITLES- We 
welcome your inquiries. Philately in Print, 
Box 72, Station 'A', Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada M5W 1 X4 

B U Y, S E l l , E X C H A N 0 E 

WHILE IN BRUCE COUNTY, drop into the 
"Queen's Bush", where your search usually 
adds to your collection. Holyrood, Ontario. 
Tel: (519) 395-3545 

CANADIAN POSTAL STATIONERY- wanted 
to buy or trade, including special order 
envelopes, railway express cards and pre
cancelled cards. Dick Staecker, 384 
Regal Drive, London, Ontario N5Y 1J7 

NEWFOUNDLAND TOBACCO TAX PAl OS, 
revenues, pence forgeries, postal stationery, 
provisional covers wanted. Will buy or 
trade. Steven Bassett, Box 5355, Madison, 
Wl53705 

WANTED 

NEW BRITISH MEMBER interested Atlantic 
Mails and Canada-related marine postcards 
(Allan, C.P ., etc.) seeks North American 
contact for exchange information & mate
rial. Kim Dodwell, Middlehouse, Cruck· 
meole, Hanwood, Shropshire, England, 
SY5 SJN. 
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WANTED 

CANADA PEACE ISSUE (268-273) on cover, 
especially high values and officials. Send 
material, state price/trade wanted. Mike 
Street. Box 7230, Ancaster, Ont. L9G 3N6. 

WANTED: CANADA No. 15 (Beaverl --1865, 
1866 and 1867 dated copies. Edward Me· 
Grath, 223 Ontario St., Apt. 16, St. Catha
rines, Ontario, L2R 5L2. 

CANADIAN PIONEER-and semi-official air
mail covers and aerogrammes. Especially 
require covers flown in British Columbia, 
1919-1921, used Canadian aerogrammea 
and Forces Air Letter Forms to the United 
Kingdom 1942 to 1980, and Canadian and 
foreign aircraft crash (interrupted) covers 
and governmental container envelopes 
returning interrupted mail to sanders. Con
tact Major R. K. Malott (Retired), 16 
Harwick Crescent, Nepean, Ontario, 
Canada K2H 6R1 

SUNNY ALBERTA.Still looking for anything 
in Alberta Cancels and Postal History
Territorial forward. Keith R . Spencer, 
3659-109 Street, Edmonton, Alberta, 
T6J 1C2 

STAMPLESS COVERS from Quebec Province 
prior to 1863, particularly from small 
offices- no Quebec or Montreal after 
1820. Guy des Rivieres, 71 St-Pierre 
Quooec, P .Q. G 1 K 4A4 ' 

TOPICS 

WELCOMES 

- Articles 
-· Columns 
- Photographs 

· Suggestions 

Conhct The Editor 



H. M. KING GEORGE V 
in Admiral uniform 

THE FABULOUS COLLECTION 
of 

KING GEORGE V 
the 

ADMIRAL 
ISSUES 

OF CANADA 
1911-25 

formed by t~e late 

Author 

GEORGE 
c. 

MARLER 
(Photo courtesy National Postal Museum) of "Notes of the 1911-25 Issue" 

"Booklets of the Admiral Stamps" 
"The Edward VII Issue of Canada" 

This magnificent collection contains the choicest lot of PLATE 
MATERIAL ever to come on the market. Also DIE PROOFS, 
LATHEWORK, BOOKLET PANES, STUDY MATERIAL, 
RETOUCHES, RE-ENTRIES, gathered together by the fore
most student and collector of this fascinating issue. 

Catalogues available by subscription only. Prices for four major auctions 
and prices realized are only $10 in Canada, $15 in the United States and 
$20 overseas. (All of our regular subscribers will receive this reference 
catalogue as part of their normal subscription.) 

r. rna reach & son ~~::~ 
.. NC81.114 

330 BAY ST., STE.703 • ~NTO. CANADA M I!IH 288 • 1418 1 383·77?7 



AT SISSONS AND L.C.D. 

WE'RE DOING IT ONCE A MONTH 

We are now offering mid-month MONTHLY AUCTIONS. 
We are presently planning about 8-9 general auctions through 
our L.C.D. Stamp Company Inc. sales and 3-4 J. N. Sissons, 
Inc. specialized auctions of better material per year. 

UPCOMING AUCTIONS 

June 15 - LCD Auction 
Choice Canada and BNA single items 

• and sets; British Commonwealth and 
Foreign Collections and large lots 

Mid-July - LCD Auction 
Mid-August - Sisson's Auction 

Consignments accepted at any time for subsequent auctions 

Complimentary catalogue upon request 

Catalogues and Prices realized for all Siaons & L.C.D .Auctions (12/yaar) 

at $25 per year. (Ontario residents please add 7% Sales Tax) 

10% CONSIGNOR'S COMMISSION 
ON THE HAMMER PRICE 

We are always happy to travel to pick up larger consignments 

J. N. SISSONS INC. 
SUITE 103, MEZZANINE (SHERATON CENTRE HOTEL) 

100 RICHMOND STREn WEST 

TORONTO, ONTARIO, CANADA M5H 3K6 

(416) 364-6003 

MEMBER: C.S.D.A., A.S.D.A. 


