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THE WORD 

In looking over our last few adver· 
tisements in "Topics", the operative word in 
every one has been "BUYING". At this time, 
there is no reason to change this. "BUYING" 
is still the word. 

Buying is one area where we are con
centrating our best efforts right now. With all 
of this emphasis on buying, the terms have 
to be attractive to the seller, or the effort 
would be wasted. This year we have pur
chased collections to a greater dollar value 
than ever bet~, so we must be making 
satisfactory offers! 

· If you are contemplating selling your 
collection, we would be pleased to assist. 

~torgt ~. Wegg Itb. 

\."HAKGt :X 

VISA 

36 VICTORIA STREET 

TORONTO, CANADA M5.C 2N8 

Telephone: (~ 16) 363·1596-7 
Trade Inquiries Welcome 



PUBLIC STAMP AUCTION 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7, 1985 AT 10:00 A.M. and 2:00P.M. 

JIMHENNOK 
Licensed Auctioneer 

Will Sell at Public Auction Without Reserve 

CANADA, NEWFOUNDLAND & PROVINCES 
British Commonwealth & Foreign 

FEATURING 
Canada - Small Queens, Postal History & Wholesale Lots 

TO BE HELD IN OUR AUCTION GALLERIES 
FREE INTRODUCTORY CATALOGUE 

JIM A. HENNOK LTD. 185 Queen East Toronto, Ontario 
Canada MSA 152 Tel: (416) 363-n57 
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T~E EDITOR'S PAGE 
by MI.KE STREET 

ARE WE LOOKING AFTER OUR FUTURE? 

NUMBERS TALK 
The annual ritual of purging our mailing 

list of the names of those who have not had the 
courtesy to Inform the Secretary that they are 
not going to renew their membership Is a pain
ful task. No editor likes to lose readers, certain
ly, but that Is just a small part of it. The rest of 
my concern comes from a perception that not 
only Is the society losing people, but also that 
philately as a whole Is not attracting enough 
new adherents. 

Not too long ago a writer in one of the US 
stamp newspapers pointed out that the clr· 
culatlon numbers of those publications had 
been dropping sharply over the past 10 or 12 
years. The steadily diminishing size of the only 
similar publication In Canada seems to con
firm that the phenomenon is not just a 'south 
of the border' one. 

JUNIORS 

"We'll get more from the youngsters," 
many will say. This used to be true, but no 
longer. Children are just not taking up stamp 
collecting In the same numbers as kids did 
when you and I were young. Let's face It, with 
television, music and sports alone, they have 
enough distractions to keep them busy until 
retirement. 

How do we reach them? I asked member 
Denis Cottln, Editor of Philatelie Quebec and 
one of the driving forces behind the 
resurgence of philately in the Province of 
Quebec, for his opinion. His reply was simple, 
"Schools and teachers, especially the latter. 
For every teacher willing to run a stamp club, 
you get 15 to 20 young collectors." · 

The success of Father Lafleur In getting 
so many good Junior exhibits for CANADA '82 
bears out this observation. It also points to 
what I think may be the 'hook' needed to at
tract, and hold, the interest of children -
competition. 

For many of us, as youngsters, putting 

stamps in a book was our window on the world. 
Television supplies that today, with sound and 
flashing lights. Not every child Is interested in 
sports, but given the opportunity, most 
children like to see how they stack up against 
their peers. Teaching philately from a strong 
exhibiting point of view may provide them with 
just that opportunity. It seems to have worked 
In Quebec. 

ADULTS 

When asked the same question, Ed 
Richardson gave a thoughtful reply which 
pointed to an area most of us have probably 
not considered. "We must go after people who 
are Interested in history, especially those in 
their early twenties," he said. " Philately, 
stamps as well as postal history, could give 
many.of them a practical outlet for their avoca· 
tion. The schools· are fyll of people who are 
worl<lng In this fjeld, and we are missing a bet if 
we don't do some spade work there." 

He's right, you know, and It goes beyond 
people working In history. I used to think that I 
was one of only a few people In scientific or 
professional careers who were inter·)sted In 
stamps. Getting deeply involved in SNAPS 
was like coming home, because a lot of our 
people fall into that very category. Many of 
them, I have found, were caught by some 
historical aspect of whatever It Is that they now 
collect. 

'UNCLE PHILATELY' NEEDS YOU 

There is a tendency among collectors to 
let those who are already active In philatelic 
organizations do everything. This must 
change. Those of us heavily Involved in 
organizations hardly have time to work on our 
own collections, let alone act as full·tlme mis· 
slonariflS. This is one area where the other 
members can help. 

If !here is a school near you without a 
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stamp club, why not offer to help run one? If 
you are involved in higher levels of education, 
or even In Industry, perhaps you could provide 
a publication with an article that has a 
philatelic slant. A recent issue of RNAO 
NEWS, the magazine of the Registered 
Nurses' Association In Ontario, carried such 
an article, with a cover showing stamps which 
related to nursing. 

Postal h1story articles in TOPICS and 
elsewhere might be of interest to small 
regional publications - getting permission to 
reprint is not difficult. Does your local paper 
have a stamp column? Does your town have a 
junior stamp club? There are lots of 
possibilities. Why not see what you can do? If 
we don't look after the hobby's future, no one 
else will ! 

Encourage Friends To Join I NAPS 

DO YOU COLLECT 
POSTAL HISTORY? 

If so, why not drop us a line 
with your needs? 

This Month 's Feature 

ADMIRAL 
COVERS 

D&D COVERS ll'ie. 
Dept. 8 

P.O. Box 1082 
Oakville, Ont. Canada 

L6J SE9 

We are always in the market 
to purchase quality covers 

MAIL AUCTIONS 
EVElY TWO MONTHS * CANADA AND PROVINCES * UNITED STATES 

* BR. COMMONWEALTH 
*FOREIGN 
* LARGE LOTS 
Subscriptions $ 10.00 per yea · 
Write t oday for our next sale 
VANCE AUCTIONS lTD. 

lox 267H - Smifhville, Olttorio, Ca11acla 
LOa 2AO 
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Canada, Newfoundland 

And Other B.N.A. 

Public Auctions 

Basutoland, Falkla nd Islands 

and other British Common

wealth. Mint, Used, On Cover, 

Single Rarities, Collections, Ac

cumulations Bought a nd Sold . 

JOHN H. TALMAN 
BOX 70, ADELAIDE STREET P.O. 

TORONTO, ONT. M5C 2H8 

PHONE (.41 6) 863-1465 

Visit our store at 35 Victoria Street, 
Downtown Toronto 

IN OUR NEXT MAIL AUCTION 

We have 1 00s of lots with single stamps, , 
covers, stationery, collections and items 
for the specialist. FREE illustrated cata· 

Iogue on request. NO buyer's fee. 

MANFRED WALTHER 
PHILATELIC, INC. 

866 Kingston ROIId 
Toronto, Ont. M4E 1S3 Canllda 

Tel: (4 161 694-2333 
APS, BNAPS, CSDA, RPSC 



TfiE 

PRESIDENT'S 
CORNER 
by Ed Whiting 

LEE BRANDOM 

This year I seem to be losing a great many 
friends. This time 1 wish to acknowledge the 
passing of my very good friend Lee W. Bran· 
dom. As with most BNAPSers, Lee had a smile 
and a cheerful greeting no matter what adver
sity. It was a real pleasure and a privilege to 
have known such a great Texan. 

CONVENTION ACTIVITY 

By the time you read these lines, this 
year's convention will be a thing of the past. I 
hope that all of you who were In attendance 
had a really great time. From past experiences 
we know that calgary can put on a first rate 
event. It Is late In July as I write this, and I'm 
having a tough time waiting for the conven
tion! 

There are a lot of things In the mill that we 
hope to get Ironed out In calgary and then pre
sent to the membership, either as proposals or 
as one or more fait accompli. Some of our In
ternal workings are being modified so that 
everybody will be able to have business with 
official BNAPS people conducted more 
smoothly. 

At this point In time I do not feel that It Is 

Some years ago, when I mentioned to a 
BNAPS Officer that I was going to drop my 
membership in the society because funds 
were tight and I did not feel that I was getting 

appropriate to upstage the Board of Gover
nors, so I will put off until my next column 
some of the Items that I would like to share 
with you. 

STAMPS AND POSTAL HISTORY 

One thing that has concerned some of us 
recently Is that we seem to be getting more 
away from stamps and further Into postal 
history. I have been giving this some thought, 
and find that in my own mind these two 
aspects of philately are so mutually lntertwln· 
ed that it is often hard to delineate between 
them. 

I have wondered If perhaps TOPICS 
hasn't devoted more time to postal history 
than to stamps, at the expense of the latter, 
but discussions with the Editor have reYealed 
that the content of our journal Is proportional 
to the material on hand. Mike tells me that for 
every page on stamps he receives, he gets ten 
or more on postal history. 

Obviously, we cannot divorce one from 
the other, but I wonder what we can do to 
restore the balance. I know that Mike Is work· 

· lng to get some material, but I would like to 
generate some discussion and get other 
points of view on this. What do YOU think? 

value for my fees, he wrote and convinced me 
that I should stay ln. I did, and I'm not sorry, but 
the same old problem exists- money, or more 
correctly, the lack of it. I know I'm far from 
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CANADA-NEWFOUNDLAND 
QUARTERLY PUBLIC AUCTIONS 

OF SPECIALIZED ITEMS 

Hundreds of collectors bid in our quarterly public auctions. Our 
ca refully prepared and profusely illustrated ca talogues offer a regular 
soun.:t' o f outstanding material to British North America spcl.:ialists. 
Send in S9.00 today for a subs<.: ription to our nt'xl four cataiogues and 
prices realized. 

========= CONSIGNMENTS WANTED :::::=~==~ 
CANADA, NEWFOUNDLAND AND PROVINCES 

We offer a simpli fied servil.:c to make the disposal of your stamps 
an easy, plcasurablt' experience. Low commission rates and cash 
advances arc available for better properties. Outright purchase can be 
arranged if you prefer. We are willing to travel to view larger holdings. 

If you arc not familiar with our operation, we put out a carefu ll y 
prodm;ed catalogue to secu re maximum realizations for your material. 
We have an international mailing list of a~:tive buyers. A copy of the 
catalogue with prices realized from our previous sale is available free 
on request to interested consignors. 

We arc now a<.:cepting material for our next auction. Pl ease write 
or tl'lephonc me- Gary Lyon (506-546-6363) today for further details. 
r------------- ---------~-l 
I EASTERN AUCTIONS L TO. 1 I P.O. BOX 250, BATHURST, N.B. CANADA E2A 3Z2 I 

1

1 

0 Please send complimentary Cataloque : 
0 $9.00 Enclosed for Subscription Fee 

I 0 Please send previous Cataloque and Prices realized as I am interested in selling I 
1 Name l 
: ~~ I 
'---------- - ------------------· 
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being alone In this problem. 
Now I may not belong to as many 

organizations as some 'Tlembers do, but I 
belong to quite a few, In Canada, the USA, and 
abroad. My Interest In the societies other than 
SNAPS runs just as strong, and In some 
respects, stronger than In SNAPS. 

Having just retired after 49years of Tool & 
Diemaklng and now living on a pension, I'm 
finding that things are a bit tighter. This situa
tion led me to wonder whether or not societies 
like SNAPS could establish a new membership 
rate, one aimed to make the burden a bit less, 

for Senior Citizens? 
I would like to put this Idea forward as a 

suggestion for the consideration of the 
members. 

Robert C. Ernst 
Barrie, Ontario 

At present the Society cancels dues tor 
Emeritus members, those who have been 
members tor 35 years or more and who have 
reached the age of 75. There Is no provision of 
the sort you suggest. What do other members 
think? 

NOTES 
STANLEY GIBBONS LISTS 'STICK 'N TICK' 

The 1966 edition of Stanly Gibbons' Part 1 
British Commonwealth Catalogue, due for 
publication on 30 August last, carries notes 
and illustrations for the various British 
postage labels ('Framas') and Canada's 'Stick 
'n Tick' experiment of 1983 and 1984. 

A press release from the firm also states 
that a special effort has been made by the 
Catalogue Editor to provide prices for errors 
and varieties, which were previously left un
priced. 

FOR THE BIRDS? 

Bob Pratt has passed along the following · 
Item from Wildlife Digest which tells how one 
company solved a difficult mall problem. 
" The Lockheed Corporation, known for 
missiles and airplanes, has found a profitable 
niche for a pigeon system at the firm 's 
mountain-top facility near Santa Cruz, Calif. 
The birds are used to fly microfilm prints over 
the mountains from nearby corporate head· 
quarters. 
"The first reaction to using pigeons was just 
what you would think . .. laughter, " recalls 
research chemist Werner Deeg, who volun· 
teered to train the birds. But because the Santa 
Cruz facility Is situated atop 50 miles of wind· 
lng roads, there was no fast, Inexpensive way 
to transport materials from one office to the 
other. "It cost $10 a print to use a computer
linked machine, but the pigeons' cost amounts 
to only $1," says Deeg." 

HARMER'S SCHEDULES MAJOR BNA SALES 
FOR FALL 

"With Part I slated for October 17, 1985 
and Part II to be offered In October, 1986, the 
Gold Medal Collection of Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick, to be offered by Harmers of New 
York for an unidentified philatelist will be one 
of the finest offerings in this area to come to 
market in several years," stated a company 
press release. 

" Encompassing some 150 lots with a 
total value in excess of a half-million dollars, 
the collection Includes major pieces from such 
famous collections as those of Caspary, Dale
Lichtenstein and Argent!. Incredible covers, 
superb singles both mint and used and spec
tacular multiples will all be available tn bid· 
ders, beginning with the Nova Scotia section 
to be offered on October 17." 

"Covers in that section will Include 
numerous Bisects as we/las an extremely rare 
Quadrisect. The full-colour catalogue for this 
auction will be ready for distribution in 
September for $5 by mall, Including prices 
realized, as well as from the London and San 
Francisco galleries (addresses below), or free 
over the counter from Harmers of New York." 

Harmers of London's next saiQ. encom
passing BNA, scheduled for Novemlier 28, Is 
expected to be devoted to British West Indies 
and British North America. Reference copies 
of the catalogue are available for £3 from 
Harmers of London, 41 New Bond St., London 
WIA 4EH, $3US from Harmers in the United 
States, 14 East 33rd St., New York, NY 10016 or 
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INTRODUCING 

PHILATELIC SERIES 1 
COMPUTER SOFTWARE FOR THE CANADA-BNA SPECIALIST 

Philatelic Series I is the convenient new 
way to manage collections such as 

. perfins, precancels, RPOs. and 
~ squared circles. to name just a few. 

l With our program~ you can record 
______ _.~,] much more detail than you can 

tt enter on an album page. Adding 
--------• new details is fast and easy - and 

you don't have to rewrite pages 
1111 I\ when your collection changes. 

Best of all, you can 
select any of the 
latest information on 
your collection and 
print it out neatly in 
seconds. 

The result? With Philatelic Series I as your personal filing system. 
analyzing your stamps is simple, thorough, and rewarding. And 
Series I uses the popular IBM family of personal computers equip· 
ped with two disk drives and a minimum of 128K memory. 

The first in a series of programs that brings 
stamp collecting into the computer age. 

Instruction manual and program diskettes 
are available now for $550 (Canadian). _,..._ 

VISA · . 
~ l 

For more information, please write: 

Philatelic Software Corporation 
S OB, 1550 Bt:n Bt:raat: S .W ., Calgary, Albart:a, C anada T2R 1K1 

Phone: (403) 228· 7775 
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49 Geary St., San Francisco, CA 94102, or $3A 
from Mrs. B. Brennan, P.O. Box 655, Mona 
Vale, NSW 2103. Australia. 

CANADA POST PROPAGANDA 
FOOLS COLLECTORS, MEDIA 

The recent announcement that Canada 
Post had relocated (to 365 Laurier, at the cor
ner of Kent) the National Postal Museum 
library and sales counter, and a portion of the 
national stamp collection, has been trumpeted 
in terms that give credit for this to the stamp 
collecting community's strong protests over 
the closure of the Museum. 

Collectors, dealers and stamp publica
tions have been quick to voice congratulatory 
pats on the back in terms of "Collective action 
gets results", "Making sure that the politicians 
know who's boss", and so on. At least one 
publication, Canadian Stamp News, reprinted 
Canada Post's press release, including the 
title (' NATIONAL POSTAL MUSEUM, 
REOPENS'), verbatim on their front page. 

In all this apparent joy, the fact that the 
staff of the research and graphics arts sec
tions, along with the guides, were fired and not 
rehired has been ignored. Only two publica
tions have mentioned the fact that all the 
Museum's display cases were sold for salvage 
value in June. Many long-time observers feel 
that collector's protests have had absolutely 
no effect whatsoever on the Corporation's ac
tions. The prevailing view is that Canada Post 
has, In fact, done exactly what they said they 
would do - no more and no less, with the ex
ception of retaining the sales counter and its 
staff - in the February 4 press release which 
first announced the closure of the Museum. 

NEW DRYING BOOK 

Stuart Clark noticed the following item in 
Stamp Collector and suggested that it be pass
ed on to members. 
"SHOWGARD HOUSE'S VIDIFORMS CO. INC. 
has introduced a new stamp drying book, 
'Desert Magic', according to an announce
ment from Showgard. The book contains six 
drying leaves, composed of a special paper 
that allows wetted stamps with full gum to be 
released from the page when dry, and seven 
blotting paper interleaves. Basic soaking hints 
are provided on the inside cover of the book. 

which can be used many times over. 'Desert 
Magic' is available for $3.95, plus $1 shipping 
charge, from Vidiforms Co. Inc., 110 Brenner 
Drive, Congers, NY 10920." 

WHERE ARE THE COVERS? 

An America engineer, Richard Schill of 
Massachusetts, is reported to have moved his 
personal belongings to that state - from 
Hawaii - by mail. Schill estimates that he sav
ed himself about $6,000US. He mailed 131 
packages, weighing an average of 64 pounds 
(29 kilograms) each, for $2,500US. Included in 
the packages were a rocking chair and a 
lawnmower. 

BNAPSERS WIN AT APS 
NATIONAL LEVEL SHOWS 

The Awards lists at three APS accredited 
national level shows this spring included the 
names of many members of SNAPS. 
• At the April West Suburban Stamp Club 

show in Plymouth, Ml, Gary Arnold received a 
Silver, and Gerald Carr a Silver-Bronze, for their 
exhibits. 

The only APS show regularly held outside 
the United States is PIPEX, the annual exhibi
tion of the Northwest Federation of Stamp 
Clubs. The show normally alternates between 
Canada and the USA, and this year's was held 
in Vancouver from June 7·9. Awards went to: 
Gold - Fred. Fawn, David Sessions and Jack 
Wallace; Vermeil - Bob Bayes, Bill Robinson 
and ian McTaggart-Gowan; Silver - Robert 
Lemire, Bob Lee and Dick Malott; Silver-Bronz.e 
- Ken Barlow and Ken Ellison. 

On the same weekend, across the conti
nent, most of the Mid-Atlantic group gathered 
in Washington, DC for NAPEX. Vermeils were 
received by John Burnett, Grace Carr, Bob 
Carr, Win Clatterbuck, Leo LaFrance and Jim 
Lehr, and Ed Whiting was awarded a Silver. 

IMPERF SALE ENDS VERY ACTIVE SEASON 
FOR F.E. EATON AND SONS 

Following a period of reorganization after 
the passing of the late Fred Eaton, F. E. Eaton 
and Sons of Vancouver have just completed 
what is probably their busiest season ever. 
Besides moving to their new 4500 square foot 
location at 960 Richards St., the firm is ex-
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WE' VE GOT YOU COVERED! 

With three active houses on two conti
nents, the Hanner net work covers the 
global philate lic scene. Close liaison 
be tween our Galleries in New York, 
San Francisco and London, means that your stamps can be 
sold to maximum advantage in th e proper marke t. 

When selling - or buying ..... Harmers makes that important 
difference. Wri te or phone today for details. 

HARMERSq/ 'NEW \ .ORK INC. 
Phi111telic Auctioneers To The World For More Than Six Decades 

New York: 14 East 33rd S trcr t, New York. NY 100 16 
San l:rancisco: 49 Geary S tree t, San Francisco, CA 94 102 
London: 41 New Bond S tree t, London W l A 4l:.H 

Phonc:(2 12)532-3700 
(4 15) 39 1-8244 

(0 1) 629-02 18 

CANADIAN MAIL BY RAIL 
1836- 1867 

A hlstay of Canada's pioneer railways and the ~ of railway post offices. 
Drawn from numerous sources: newspaper reports, cwdWal material and post office 
records together with the most recent reooa~ches of railway hlstot1ans. 
Printed on art paper, bouoo In hardback with title in~ blocMd on to spine. 168 pages, 
inctWing all relevant maps, reprocllctlons of all krnNn postmarks of the period and a 
oorll)fehe~IS!w index. 
By the author of A Histoty of Canadian RP.O.'s, 1853-1967, fOimer edlla of MAPLE 
LEAVES, the journal of the Canadian PhllateNc Society ot Great Britain, lft:t mBi 1 tiel of 
the Canadian Railroad Historical Association Written in collaboration wm"l runerous 
merrbers of the RP.O. Study Group of the British North America Philatelic Society, this 
work represents twenty years study and msean::h into a field which will Interest both 
railway and postal historians alike. 
Published in a strictly limited issue of 500 copies and obtainable only from the author, 
LF. Gillam, F.C.P.S., at 66, East Bawtry Road, Rothefham, S. Yorl<s. Englaoo, S60 4BU. 
Price Qncluding postage and packing~ £12.00 ($15.50 US) 
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perlmentlng with an of fice In Toronto, where 
an auction Is planned for this fall, and has 
Increased the frequency of its auctions 
generally. 

According to President Dan Eaton, 
•record ' prices realized at their second June 
sale prove that collectors do not want the 
'Buyer's Commission' which has begun to be 
charged by other auction houses. 

One of the surprises of the sale was the 
high price paid for later Canadian lmper
forates, many of which have begun to appear 
on the market this year. According to an Eaton 
press release, "A pair of lmperf $1.00 
Parliaments realized $1100.00; 1e 19351217A 
lmperfs cataloguing $175.00 realized $165.00; 
the 2f value realized $170.00; the 3f and 4t 
brought $145.00 and $165.00 respectively; 
#244a, the 13e 1935 lmperfs cataloguing 
$375.00 realized $300.00; 50e lmperf 1226A 
ca talogulng $375.00 brought $350.00, whfle the 
$1.00 Champlain lmperf pair with a slight soil
Ing also reached $350.00; 1938 $1.00 Chateau 
lmperf pair brought $400.00." 

EXPERIENCE 

From before the Reford Sales 

of 1949-50 to the present I 

have been represent ing dis

criminating buyers at major 

sales in Toronto, New York, 

and l ondon. Your enquiries 

welcome. 

GEORGEWEGG 
Box 68. Station Q. 
Toronto, Canada . 

~t4T2L7 (4 16)489-4683 
Canadien Representative 
Chri stie's Robson Lowe 

FOLLOW UP - KIUSALAS CANADA 
PERFORATION EQUIVALENTS 

The question from Kirk Liggett in the Jan-Feb ('85) TOPICS brought the following from a 
member. "Some collectors have had problems in using the Kiusalas gauge because they did not 
receive, or lost, the conversion table that went with it." The table is given below. 

Spacing Actual Specialist Scott Nearest Nearest Nearest 
Inches Pert. System Listing 1ft pert 'I• pert 1/ 10 pert 
.063 12.49 121h- 63 121h 12'1z 12'h 12.5 
064 12.30 12 ·64 12 121h 12V. 12.3 
.065 12.11 12 • 65 12 12 12 12.1 
.066 11 .92 12 . 66 12 12 12 119 
.067 11 .75 12 . 67 12 11 112 or1 2 11¥· 11 .7 or 8 
.068 11.58 12 • 68 11'/z 11 Vz 11 1h 11 .6 
.070 11.25 11 . 70 11 11 or 11'/z 11 v. 11.2or3 
.072 10.94 11 ·72 11 11 11 10.9 
.083 9.49 9 1h. 83 91h 9'/z 9'h 9.5 
.090 8.75 81fz • 90 81h 81h.or 9 83J· 8. 7 or 8 
.099 7.96 8 · 99 8 8 8 8 

Editor's Note: We have had no response as yet to the question concerning current practice, 
specifically, are the stamps being produced today perforated on a Metric or on an Imperial basis 
(i.e. are the hole separations for the perforating machinery set in millimeters or In thousandths of 
an inch)? Can anyone answer this? 
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CALENDAR 
CALENDAR lists exhibitions and bourses with significant BNA content, and SNAPS 

Regional Group functions. Information/prospectus must reach the Editor at least 3 months in 
advance. 

OCTOBER 12, KITCHENER, ONTARIO- Annual OKTOBERFESTstamp show and bourse of the 
Kltchener-Waterloo Philatelic Society. St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church, Queen & 
Weber Streets. Information: P.O. Box 8081, Bridgeport, ON N2K 286. 

OCTOBER 19, GUELPH, ONTARIO - GUELPHPEX '85, the annual show and bourse of the 
Guelph Stamp Club. St. James Junior High School, 59 Victoria Ad. Information: D. 
Odegard, 54 Lyon, Guelph, ON N1H 5C6. 

OCTOBER 19-20, VANCOUVER, BRITISH COLUMBIA - VANPEX 1985, annual show and bourse 
of the British Columbia Philatelic Society. Kensington Community Centre, 5175 
Dumfries. Information: B.C.P.S., P.O. Box 2356, Vancouver, BC V6B 3W5 

OCTOBER 26, LONDON, ONTARIO - MIDDPEX '85, annual show and bourse of the Middlesex 
Stamp Club. Dundas Street Centre United Church, 482 Dundas St. Information: Robert 
Nolan, P.O. Box 3262, Terminal A, London, ON N6A 4K3. 

NOVEMBER 1S.17, VIRGINIA BEACH, VIRGINIA - VAPEX '85, annual show and bourse of the 
VIrginia Philatelic Federation. The Pavilion, Virginia Beach. BNAPS' Mid-Atlantic 
Regional Group Fall meeting. Information: BNAPS - Leo LaFrance (address on 
Regional Group page); VAPEX '85, P.O. Box 5367, Virginia Beach, VA 23455. 

DECEMBER 7, STONEY CREEK, ONTARIO - The Stoney Creek Stamp Club annual exhibit ion 
and bourse, this year celebrating the club's tenth anniversary. Fiesta Mall, Hwy. 8. 
Information: P.O. Box 9343, Stoney Creek, ON L8G 4S1. 

1986 
MAY 22-JUNE 1, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS - AMEAIPEX '86, FIP sanctioned International Exhibition, 

O'Hare Exposition Center. Canadian Commissioner: David Dixon, P.O. Box 1082, 
Oakville, ON L6J 5E9. 

JUNE 13-15, VICTORIA, BRITISH COLUMBIA - PIPEX '86, the 1986 APS accredited show of the 
Northwest Federation of Stamp Clubs. Garth Homer Center, 813 Darwin Ave. 
Information: Dr. Don Shorting, P.O. Box 5164, Stn. B, Victoria, BC V8R 6N4. 

AUGUST 28.SEPTEMBER 7, STOCKHOLM, SWEDEN - STOCKHOLMIA '86, FIP sanctioned 
International Exhibition. Stockholm Trade Fair Center. Canadian Commissioner: Peter 
Mann, 36 Sydenham St., Guelph, ON N1H 2W4. American Commissioner: Victor E. 
Engstrom, 2655 Pebble Beach Dr., Clearwater, Fl 33519 

BNAPEX '86 AUGUST 29-31, BNAPS' annual convention. Dearborn Inn. Chairman: 
DEARBORN, MICHIGAN Charles Firby, P.O. Box 208, Southfield, Ml 48037. 

1987 
JUNE 6·14, TORONTO, ONTARIO - CAPEX '87. FIP sanctioned International Exhibition. 

Information: CAPEX '87, P.O. Box 204, Stn. 0 , Toronto, ON M4T 2M1 . 

BNAPEX '87: CHARLOTTETOWN, PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 

1988-89 
BNAPEX '88: VIRGINIA BEACH, VIRGINIA 
BNAPEX '89: HAMILTON, ONTARIO 

JOIN A STUDY GROUP 
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DANBURY 

We are pleased to announce our forthcoming 
public auctions to feature Canada, United 
States and Worldwide single items and 
collections. 

~~Quality stamps for the serious collector." 

One year subscription FREE upon request!! 

Consignments, large or small, are always 
welcome. Contact us for specific details. 

DANBURY STAMP AUCTIONS 
23 Kodiak Crescent 

Downsview, Ontario M3J 3E5 
(416) 630-5241 
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IN MEMORIAM 

GEORGE &.LLEWELLYN, OTB 

It is with deep regret that we learned of 
the passing of Bert, as he was known to his 
many friends. 

Bert first became a BNAPSer in 1947, and 
he became an active member of the 
'Philadelphia Group'. ln 1953 he took on the job 
of Advertising Manager for TOPICS and filled 
this post until1963. During the same period he 
was elected VICE-PRESIDENT, in 1955, and 
then he became PRESIDENT for 1957·58. First 
elected to the Board of Governors in 1959, he 
served through 1978, filling the job of CHAIR· 
MAN of the BOARD from 196~1975. Bert was 
honored by election to the 'ORDER of the 
BEAVER' In 1973. 

Bert served as Host Chairman for 
BNAPEX in Philadelphia in 1957, and also 
served on several other BNAPEX HOST Com
mittees. 

Even after 'retiring' from active jobs in 
BNAPS, Bert still maintained his lnt81'8St and 
was always available to offer helpful com
ments on various problems. 

Best known for his collecting specialty, 
the 18591~ Prince Consort, including shades, 
oowers, usages and multiples, etc., his in
tentsts encompassed many other areas of 
BNA Philately and never flagged along the 
way. Bert did not miss many BNA conventions 
and his absence this year will be felt by his 
many friends acquired through the years of his 
active participation In BNAPS and his aid to 
other collectors of BNA. We'll miss you, Bert. 

Leo J. LaFrance 

MAX ROSENTHAL 

Longtime BNAPS member and TOPICS 
contributor Max Rosenthal passed away sud· 

.. denly, on 4 April1985, at his home in Toronto. 
Max was a native of Toronto, but spent many 
of his early years living in smaller Ontario com
munities. There he developed his Interest In 
the small post offices - particularly Owen 
Sound where, at the age of 10, he started col· 
lecting. He helped to found the Stratford 
Stamp Club while living there. 

An indefatigable researcher and prolific 

writer, Max tried to pass on the Information he 
unearthed about the various post offices, first 
those In Ontario, then brancbtng futher afield 
until he had done work on post offices all 
across the country. He received the BNAPS 
award for best article In TOPfCS many times, 
and In 1982 was the first recipient of the Stan 
Shantz award for the best article originally 
published in the Postal History Society of 
Canada's PHSC JOURNAL. Many of Max's 
other articles appeared In Maple Leaves and 
The Canadian Phila telist. Dr. Robert C. Smith 
has noted that in Clmon Morin's Canadian 
Philately: Bibliography and Index Max had a 
total of 146 citations. 

As a result of his worl< and his willingness 
to share the results with othet's, Max Rosen
thal will be remembered as the person who 
was probably most responsible for the recent 
(and current) amount of interest, across 
Canada and outside the country, In county and 
regional postal history. He was among the 
pioneers in Canadian Postal History. 

LEE W. BRANDOM, OTB 

After a lengthy illness, Lee Brandom 
passed away on 25 July 1985 at Mission, 
Texas. He was interred at McAllen, Texas, 
where in 1980 he had been Executive Secretary 
of BNAPEX. He is survived by his wife Dorothy, 
daughter Jeanette, son Cary and mother 
Elizabeth. He was retired from an oil explora· 
tion and drill ing company, and was a veteran of 
the United States Navy in World War II. 

Lee was the author of the Catalogue of 
Tobacco Tax Paid Stamps of Canada and 
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Newfoundland. The only contemporary listing 
of these stamps, It quickly became the stand· 
ard for collectors In the field. In 1981 his efforts 
in the study of Tobacco stamps and his con
tributions to SNAPS, Including two terms on 
the Board of Governors, resulted In his being 
elected to the Order of the Beaver at that year's 
convention in Ottawa. (The photo shows Lee 
receiving his Beaver medal from Ed Richard
son.) Lee had a great Interest in Newfoundland 
Postal Stationery, and also collected Cana
dian Postage Dues. 

Lee was also honored by being chosen as 
a Distinguished Philatelic Texan by the Texas 
Philatelic Association. (The criteria for this 
honor are similar to those for SNAPS' Order of 
the Beaver, but there have been fewer 
reclpents of the Texas honor.) Lee had served 
as a Director and as Secretary of the TPA, and 
had also been Secretary of the Texas Philatelic 
Foundation. 

Besides his philatelic interests Lee was 
an avid photographer. In addition, he found 
time to be a 'ham' radio operator. He enjoyed 
all his activities greatly, and through them 
made many friends by whom he will be missed. 

AUCTION AGENT 
For ovtr twenty-five years, Jim 
Hennok has been buying at major 
North American Auctions. H is ex
P.e~tise is available to you at a su p
rtsrngly low rate. He is widely rec 
ognized as the most thorough and 
accurate "viewer" in Toronto. By 
employing him as an agent you can 
garn anonymity and prevent un~at 

isfactory purchases. Please phone or 
write to discuss your needs. 

JIM A. HENNOK l TO. 
43 Adela1de Street East 

Toronto, Ontario 
M5C 1J4 

Phone (416) 363-7757 
(24 hours) 

Does Your Philatel ic Library Need A Transfusion? 

If the answer is yes, why not send fc r the greatly expanded 
SNAPS Book Department list (postfree) 

Here are a few titles from the l ist-

Canada Specialized Postage Stamp Cat. (1984 ed.) 
Scott 1984 Spec. Cat. of Cdn. Stamps & Covers 
Hennok-Arnell Transatlantic Mails 
Milos- Edward V II Sup. 
Milos- Admirals Sup. 

Retail 

5.00 
3.50 

18.00 
2.95 
4.95 

SNAPS 
Price 

3.75 
3.00 

18.00 
2.50 
4.50 

The Canadian Patriotic Post Card Handbook by W. L. Gutzman 
MacManus - Post Offices of New Brunswick 1783-1930 
Boggs - Foundations of Philately 

12.95 
30.00 
11 .95 

10.50 
27.50 
10.00 

Remember - These and many, many other books are available from the 
BN APS Book Dept. 

Please note that all orders MUST be prepaid. Prices shown are postpaid (Book Rate). 
Please add $1.00 per order for handling 

For payment in U.S. Funds, deduct 15% 
Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery 

BNAPS BOOK DEPARTMENT 
P.O. Box 1082 

OA KVILLE, ONTARIO, CANADA L6J 5E9 
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Plan Now To Visit 

The most outstanding philatelic event of the 
fall season in Canada ... 

sTam~ .. 
... M~~~etplace 

OCTOBER 25, 26, 27 1985 
at The Sheraton Centre, Toronto 

0 Exhibitions 
0 Outstandin9 International Bourse 
0 Seminars 
o Many mort attractions 
Further information can bt obtaintd against SASE from: 

Stamp Marketplace 
Philatelic Exhibition Consultants, Ltd. 

10-1300 Kamato Road 
MISSISSAUGA, ONTARIO 

Canada L4W 2N2 
(416) 625-2291 
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CANADIAN LLUITB&TID 
by CR. e?l1'c Guire 

SNAPS LIFE MEMBER 

POSTAL GUIDE: 

10. Postcard With Illegal Attachment 

1. The front or eng raved side Is intended 
for the address. There must be nothing else 
written, printed or otherwise impressed on it. 
On the reverse side, any communication, 
whether of the nature of a letter or otherwise, 
may be written or printed. Nothing whatever 

may be attached to a Post Card, nor may the 
Post Card be cut or altered in any way: other
wise it ceases to be mailable as a Post Card, 
and must be at once sent to the Dead Letter 
Office. 

Although the "sample attached" made this card unmailable as a 
postcard in 1898, it was delivered contrary to regulations and not 
sent to the Dead Letter Office. The piece of cloth was attached to a 
1¢ Maple Leaf Postal Stationery card. 

SUPPORT TOPICS' 
ADVERTISERS 
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A WORD 
FROM THE CIRCULATION MANAGER 

BACK ISSUES OF BNA TOPICS MAGAZINE 
AVAILABLE AS OF 1 OCTOBER 1985 

by E. A. (Ritch) Toop 
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PRICES OF BACK ISSUES 
$2.50 per Individual (requested) Issue. 
$12.00 per volume of six Issues, when available. 
$15.00 per volume of 11 Issues, when available. 
Bargain price of .so. each for random copies of Department choice, with a 
minimum order of $10.00. If you wish to re-order another lot, another 20 
copies will be mailed with a guarantee of no duplication. 
All orders to be prepaid and mailed post paid. 

SEND ORDERS TO THE CIRCUL.AT10N MANAGER 

E.R. Toop, P.O. Box 9026, Ottawa, Ont. Canada K1G 3T8 
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HOW RARE ARE PRINCE 
EDWARD ISLAND COVERS? 

by JAMES C. LEHR, OTB 

, . 

... 
The rarest of all P. E. I. covers, showing the 12f/ rate to South America 

via England (Cerr Collection) 

When examining the stamps of New 
Brunswick, Nova Scotia and Prince Edward 
Island we Immediately see major differences 
In comparing P.E.I. to N.B. and N.S.: 
1) The 'pence' stamps of N.B. and N.S. were 
Issued 10 years earlier than P.E.I., and were 
used for 10 years before being replaced by the 
cents Issue. 
2) The first P.E.I. •pence' issue (perf. 9) was in 
use only one year before being replaced by 
pence stamps of a similar design but with dif· 
ferent perforations and additional values. 
3) The 'cents' issue of N.B. and N.S. was In use 
from 1860 until these provinces joined the 
Dominion of canada in 1867. 
.4) The 'cents' issue of P.E.I. was in use only 
from January 1872 until July 1873, when P.E.I. 
joined the Dominion of Canada. 
5) The .4'/zd engraved P.E.I. stamp was not 
issued until the 1 June 1870 rate decrease to 
Great Britain, and was thus In use only 1 'lz 
years, until it was replaced by the •cents' issue 
on 1f1f72. 
6) The high value 1 shilling stamps for N.B. 
and N.S., and the 2$ and 12C values for P.E.I., 
met no single postage rate requirement and 
thus should have low usage. 

As will be seen later, all these observa· 
tions are reinforced by the results oft he follow· 
lng research. 

As part of a study to determine the 
earliest known usage of each P.E.I. stamp, the 
author examined about 300 covers in the Carr, 
Lehr and Brassier collections, and others In 
sales catalogues of large P.E.I. auctions since 
1962. Most of these sales were by J.N. Slssons, 
but there were several large sales by other auc· 
tlon firms, particularly the 1976 sale by Earl 
P.L Apfelbaum of the McNutt collection (66 
covers) and the 1977 sale by Roger Koerber of 
the 'Cornwallis' collection (6.4 covers). Several 
of the earlier 'classic' collection sales, such as 
the Gibson (19.4.4), Norris & Brophy (1950-51), 
Reford (1950), Moody (1951), Mackie (1962), 
caspary (1956), and Dale-Lichtenstein (1968) 
were also covered. Based on these data, the 
author has Identified a total of 823 different 
P.E.I. covers (Including mixed stamp usage 
COYefS). The results of this study back up the 
earlier observations very well, showing that 
some P.E.I. covers are among the rarest of all 
B.N.A. covers. 

It Is often impossible to determine relative 
rarities by examining catalogue ~Ices, since 
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TABLE I 
NUMBER OF KNOWN P.E.I. COVERS WITH SINGLE OR MULTIPLE USAGE OF SAME STAMP 

Stame Value one stame TwoStam~ Three Stames Four Stam~ Total Mixed Usa~ Covers(') 
With With With One With 

Normal Bisect Normal Bisect Normal Bisect Normal Bisect Value Normal Bisect Values Used 

Perf9 
2d 49 1 4 2 2 1 59 7 2d, 1d, 3d p113A-12, 6d 
3d 35 1 36 10 3d, 1d,6d 
6d 14 1 15 11 6d, 2d,3d 

98 1 5 3 2 1 110 28 124 covers 
Perf 11 
1d 9 9 3 1d, 2d 
9d 12 1 1 14 

12 10 1 23 3 241h covers 
Perf 1Hc 
1d 19 50 5 1 75 25 3 1d, 2d, 3d, 41hd ~ 2d 103 4 21 6 4 1 139 29 1 2d, 1d, 3d,4d,6d .... 
3d 91 8 1 1 4 106 16 2 3d, 1d,2d,6d, 9d ~ 

..... 
4d 49 15 2 66 4 4d, 2d, 6d Ctl 
41hd 10 10 1 4Y2d, 1d l2 
6d 33 1 1 1 1 36 13 6d, 2d, 3d,4d,9d (.,) 

0 
9d 15 2 2 1 20 2 9d3d,6d ' 

~ 
320 22 84 7 12 1 6 452 90 6 500covers ..... 

Cents ~ 
1¢ 3 9 1 13 19 1 1¢,2¢,3¢,4¢ ~ 
2¢ 1 3 2 6 8 2¢, 1¢ ~ 3¢ 48 6 • 54 10 3¢,1¢,4¢ ...... 
4¢ 32 2 1 • . 35 3 1 4¢, 1¢, 3¢, 6¢,12¢ ~ 
6c 27 11 38 2 6¢,4¢ it 

12¢ 3 1 1 5 1 12¢,4¢ l2 
114 14 10 2 9 2 151 43 2 173Y2 covers '( 

Totals 544 37 109 12 24 1 9 736 164 8 ~ 
82 4 duplications ...... 

736 82 4 822 total covers ~ 



price depends on both rarity and demand. 
SUch price relationships were usually set 
many yeers ago for the normal rate usage for 
which the stamp was Issued. Multiple or com
bined rate usage Is much rarer, although 1d or 
14 Maritime atamps are more common In 
multiple usuage than for the Intended single 
rate. Table I lists the ah(teen different P.E.I. 
stamps wfth the number of COYer'S known to 
contain one, two, three or four copies of that 
stamp. Bisects are listed separately. The final 
two columns show cOYers with mixed usage of 
different values. Note that the great majority of 
covers carry only a single stamp, except for the 
1d, 1$ and 2$. The 1d and 14 stamps are most 
commonly used in multiples for internal, I.e. 
within P.E.I., rates. 

The column in Table I, 'Total Covers for 
One Value', gives a general rarity ranking of 
covers for each stamp. By rearranging these 
data and adding a column for catalogue 
prices, we get Table II. (The 1d and 9d perf 11 
and 11lf4 are combined, since the perforations 
of these values are rarely reported, Of are 
reported inaccurately. It Is likely that a few of 
the 1 d and 9d stamps listed as perf 113JI are ac
tually perf 11. All reported perf 9 stamps have 
been checked by the author.) 

Examination of Table II gives two im
mediate Impressions: a) The present price 
structure of P.E.I. covers must be considerably 
reYamped; b) The entire group of cents covers 
Is gro .. ly undervalued. 

If we go back to Table I, a third Impression 
also stands out. P.E.I. covers containing any 
multiple usage of one value (except for the 1d 
value) are extremely rare. In sixteen cases only 
a single example is known, while only two ex
amples are known for another five values. 
Finally, Table I shows that except for the 4d 
and et stamps, where the bisect represented 
the local internal rate, all P.E.I. bisects are ex
tremely rare. Considering only usage of one 
value on COYer, no bisect Is known for the 4 Vz, 
1e and );values. The 1~ Is known bisected on a 
mixed usage cover. 

There are some other covers of extreme 
rarity which are not shown In Table 11. Only one 
example is known of each of the following 
covers (all in the carr collection): 

1) The 2d perf 91mperforate vertically 
2) The 2d perf 9 Imperforate horizontally 
3) The Bedford Provisional, containing a 
perf 9 sheet margin square with a manu
script '3d' and 'No Stamps' and a red 3 on 

TAILE II 
RARITY OF P.E.I. COVERS CARRYING ONLY 

ONE STAMP VALUE 

Stamp 
Value 

12e 
2$ 
4Y2d 
1e 
6d perf9 
9d perf 11, 111../c 
6d perf 113/c 
4e 
3d perf 9 
6C 
3e 
2d perf 9 
4d 
1d perf 11 , 113/c 
3d perf 11'/c 
2d perf 11 3/c 

Preeent 
Number of Catalogue (1) 

Known CO'ters Price, ICON 

5(2) 
6 (3) 

10 
13 (3) 
15 
34 
36 
35 
36 
38 
54 
59 
66 
84 

106 
139 

736 

2000 
750 

2500 
175 

2000 
750 
500 
100 

1000 
125 
30 

300 
200 
300 

25 
125 

(1) 1984 canada Specialized Postage Stamp 
Catalogue. 
(2) Two of these covers may be forgeries. 
(3) One of these covers may be a forgery. 

the cover 
In addition, the Lehr collection contains 

some minor rarities such as the only known ex
amples of the TWC error, and the 6C perf 12Yz 
on coyer. Certain paper, perforation and color 
varieties are also quite rare. The best known of 
these groups would be the Second Issue perf 
11 stamps, the 1d brown-orange and the 9d 
blu&-vlolet. Of the 151 recOf'ded covers carrying 
1d Of 9d stamps, only 26 (17%) are preeently 
known to be perf 11. This Is another area where 
Xerox copies of collector's covers would help 
the author to Improve our limited knowledge 
on this Issue. The mixed value covers listed In 
Table I a lao have a number of examples where 
only one or two c:overs are known, Including all 
covers with bisects. 

Finally, an attempt was made to deter
mine how the rarity of P.E.I. stamped covers 
would compare with those of the better known 
and researched neighboring provinces of New 
Brunswick and Nova Scotia. For this study 
Table Ill gives a comparison of the number of 
covers of the pence Issue of N.B. and N.S. 
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This cover suthenticares postal use of the part imperforata 
Perf. 9 stamps (Carr Collection) 

(from the same auction sales, and the Carr and 
Slverts collections). Since the coverage of both 
N.B. and N.S. Is not as complete as that for 
P.E.I., the totals for N.B. and N.S. are probably 
low. 

TABLE Ill 
NUMBER OF COVERS WITH ONE VALUE 
ONLY OF THE PENCE ISSUES OF N.B., N.S., 

AND P.E.I. 

STAMP 
VALUE 
1d 
2d 
2d bisect 
3d 
3d bisect 
6d 
6d bisect 
1S 
1S bisect 

Total 

Covers with 
mixed values 

P.E.t.• N.B. N.S. 
18 

50 
2 

33 60 70 
0 1 6 
16 22 43 
1 19 27 

4 1 
5 2 

102 111 167 

(TotaQ 24 25 58 
•Perf. 9 onty 

As can be seen, P.E.I. Is quite similar to 
N.B. In terms of cover rarity. The number of 1S 
COYerS (9 for N.B. and 3 for N.S.) Ia simiiar to the 
number of 12$ (5) and 2$ (8) P.E.I. covens. 

How rare are P.E.I. covers? Covers with 1d 
nominal perf 11 a;., 2d perf 9 and perf 11 a;., 4d, 
and ~ stamps are often seen In auctions and 
are available. Covers with 3d perf 9, 6d perf 
11'!., 9d, 44, and 6¢ stamps are difficult to ob
tain but do show up occasionally in auctions. 
The remaining covers vary from rare (4 1/2d, 1¢ 
and 6d perf 9) to extremely rare (12¢, 2¢ and all 
bisects except 4d and 6¢). The author hopes 
that all collectors with P.E.I. covers will con· 
tlnue to send him Xerox copies (front and back 
please) of each cover they own. It would be 
helpful If dealers would do so also. Only If this 
Is done will we be able to update Table I and 
determine the earliest known usage for each 
stamp and Its varieties. Incidentally, the full 
size Xerox allows the author to double check 
perforations, which often are listed Incorrectly. 

One word of caution should be given here. 
Because of the early cheap price for mint 
stamps from the remainders, and the great 
lack of official postal records, there are many 
forged P.E.I. covers. As an example, I believe 
two of the 12¢ covers listed In Table I, and one 
of the 2¢ covers, are forgeries. This again II· 
lustrates the Importance of knowing proper 
rates and the time of use for all cancellations 
and killers. The author hopes that the Informa
tion reported In these first three articles on 
P.E.I. will Increase the general knowledge on 
the philately of P.E.I. and encourage more col-
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The only known 'cents' cover to EngiiNid, showing the &I rate 
by the Royal Mail steiiiTiers viii the United Ststes (Brassier Collection) 

lectors to consider this area for collection and 
resear:::h. Anyone Interested In joining a P.E.I. 
Study Group should contact the author. 

Future articles on P.E.I. will depend on the 
results of studies underway and, of course, 
member Interest In this subject. 

NEWS 

From The BNAPS Library 
by Don Makinen 

Members in good standing may borrow a maximum of two books or ten articles for thirty (30) 
days. Members pay postage costs both ways. Please note: Because U.S. banks charge large fees 
to cash non US cheques, the librarian's postage must be reimbursed, only by us cheque or 
money order, or by mint US postage stamps. --------- --

JOURNALS IN THE LIBRARY 

Airpost Journal, 1931-61 
B.N.A. Topics, 1944 to date 
canadian Stamp Collector, 1921·22 
Collectors Club Philatelist, 1981-83 
Dominion Philatelist, 18~1895 
Emco Monthly Circular or Journal, 1929-58 
Godden's Gazette, 1934-40 
Halifax Philatelist, 1887-89 
Maple Leaves, 1946-61 
Montreal Philatelist, 1889-1901 
P.H.S.C. Journal, 1980-85 
Phllatelia, 1935-38 
Philatelic Advocate, 1889-1901 
Philatelic Tribune, 1885-1910 
Popular Stamps, 1939-58 

S.P.A. Journal, 1981-83 
Stamp Collector Bulletin, 1947·50 
Stamps, 1901 
The Canada Stamp Sheet, 1900-05 
The Canadian Philatelist, 1891·1894, 1928, 

1954-77 
The Collectors Magazine, 1930-31, 1934 
The Columbian Philatelist, 1896·98 
The Essay-Proof Journal, 1944-67 
The Hobbyist, 1909-12 
The Philatelic Gazette, 1913 
The Stamp Herald, 1920-1928 
The Stamp Reporter, 1898·99 
The Western Collector, 1922-35 
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THE IMPERIAL MACHINE 
CANCELLATIONS 

by Geoff Newman 
with Anatole Walker 

Part 7- The Last of the Imperials 

// 

Ottawa Ftwith Hub Z 

Post Office Department, Canada, 
Chief Post Office Inspector's Office 

Toronto, 30th May, 1897 
My dear Sltcretary/-

ln my report No. 697, of 30th March last, 
announcing that an arrangement had been 
completed with J. Brooks Young for supplying 
MontrNI, Ottawa, and Toronto offices with the 
Blckerdilce Stamping Machines from 1st July 
next, It was suggested that the necessary 
measures be taken foreclosing the agreement, 
whateYer it might be, with the American Postal 
Machine Co., who has had six machines In 
Montreal and one, I think, In Ottawa. With the 
particulars concerning the arrangement with 
that Company I am unacquainted; but I 
thought it ad¥1sable, in my report in question, 

to suggest that whatever was necessary might 
be done to close matters with the American 
Postal Machine Company on 1st July next. 

Yours very truly, 
(signed M. Sweetnam) 

W.D. LeSueur, Esq., 
S«'y Post Office Department 

OTTAWA. 
(National Archives of canada} 

There have long been questions about the 
association of the Imperial Mail Marking 
Machine Company and the American Postal 
Machine Company. The similarity of the actual 
Imperial machines to those of the A.P.M. Co. 
has led some researchers to suggest that the 
only dltt.Nnce between them was the manu· 
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facturer's name plate affixed thereto. 
However, until the above letter came to light, 
there was no documentary evidence concern· 
lng their association. We are reluctant to ac· 
cept Sweetnam's comments, in the above let· 
ter, which Imply that the I.M.M.M. Co.was a 
subsidiary or associated company of A.P.M. 
Co. One of the co-patent holders of the 
machine was Martin Van Buren Etheridge, who 
was associated with the American Postal 
Machine Co. until late 1895 or early 1896. He 
left that company, taking with him ownership 
of some 42 mall marking machines located In 
Boston and Chicago. It Is speculated that the 
machines used In Canada were from 
Etheridge's Boston machines. They were 
possibly reconditioned and/or modified before 
being sent to Montreal and ottawa. 

As mentioned previously, the Blckerdlke 
machines replaced the Imperials In Montreal 
on 10July 1897, not on the 1st as requested by 
Mr. Sweetnam. 

As early as 9 August 1897 the old F1 
obliterator replaced the Ottawa Jubilee flag. 
As you can see in the Illustration, Hub type ·z· 
was used during this period and not the older 
Hub 'X'. Note also in the illustration that the 
date is missing. The latest known use of any 
Imperial cancellation, In Ottawa, Is 28 October 
1897. The Bickerdike machine Is known to 
have started service there on 30 October. 

It would be easy to conclude that 1897 
was the end of the Imperials, but this was not 
the case. In 1899 and 1900 an improved version 
of the machine was tested in Montreal while 

the six Blckerdlkes were in service. 
The trials are known to have continued at 

least from 10 March 1899 to 5 July 1900. The 
machine was apparently used continuously 
during this period. The line obliterator Is 
similar to other type M3s, but the die is 
definitely different; the ends of the wavy lines 
are higher than all other M3 dies. It has been 
assigned the designation die H, and Is the 
most readily available of all the Imperial fine 
type cancellations. 

Although the trial of the modified 
machine continued over fifteen months, it did 
not result in the acquisition by the Post Office 
of any additional Imperials. 

And so we come to the end of the Imperial 
cancellations In Canada. Originally envisaged 
as a three part article, the Imperial story Is a 
tale that grew In the telling. Our thanks must 
be expressed to Wally Gutzman, Raymond 
MacLean and Larry Paige who allowed their 
covers to be used as illustrations, and to 
Robert J. Payne for comments on the assocla· 
tion of the Imperial and American companies. 

REFERENCES: 
Richardson, Ed., The Canadian Flag Cancel/a· 

tions Hand Book 1896-1973, a SNAPS 
handbook. 

Sessions, David S., The Early Rapid Cancelling 
Machines of Canada, Unltrade Associates 

Morris, Reg., The Imperial Mail Markings, 
Machine Cancel Forum No. 49, May 1978 

Koontz, John W., Canada Re,.lslted, Machine 
Cancel Forum No. 63, July 1979. 
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QUEBEC CITY POSTMARKS -
1763 to 1851 

Under the French regime in Canada no 
official postal system existed. It was only after 
the treaty of Paris on 10 February 1763, with 
the end of the military administration and 
under pressure from the merchants, that an of· 
flclal postal system was organized under the 
direction of Hugh Finlay, the first deputy 
postmaster of Canada. 

My monograph Ls premillre route postsle 
su Csnsds 1763-1851 covered this subject, so 
it will not be dealt with here. 

It was during the summer of 1763 - the 
official date Is Imprecise - that, under the 
direction of Hugh Finlay, the post offices of 
Quebec, Three Rivers (Trois·Rivieres) and Mon
treal were established. The oldest letter, with a 
manuscript mark 3 dwt (3 pennyweight, equal 
to 9 pence), Is dated from Three Rivers, 25 
August 1763, and is recorded in the Public Ar· 
chives of Canada. 

As these three post offices seem to have 
been opened at the same time, it could be 
assumed that they opened between the 1Oth of 
June, the date of the appointment of Finlay, 
and the 25th of August 1763. August Is more 
likely. 

From the beginning the Quebec post of· 
flee did not receive any handstamp and the 

by Guy des Rivieres 
PART II 

first marks from Quebec are In manuscript, 
with only the rate in pennyweight preceded (or 
not) by the letter Q. Figure 1 shows the 
manuscript mark Q 8 dwt, the triple rate for 2 
sheets being 8 pennyweight. These early pen
nyweight rated covers from Quebec are very 
rare. 

In 1776 the Quebec post office started to 
use the Bishop mark, the first circular mark 
used in Canada. No other post office in 
Canada ever used such a mark (except Halifax, 
which was not part of Canada at that time). 
Quebec had to walt until 1778 to receive its 
first distinctive mark, a double circle with 
Quebec on the top and a triangle at the bottom. 
In the center, and sometimes aside, the Bishop 
mark was placed. Figure 2 shows the first 
distinctive Quebec mark on a letter dated 17 
January 1783 to Montreal. 

This mark was used from 1778 to 1790, 
although some letters during this period are 
seen with manuscript marks only. A modifica· 
tlon was made in 1791, the triangle being 
replaced by the year date.lt was modified once 
again in 1793, the double circle being enlarged 
and the year date replaced by Canada, thus 
becoming the first postmark to use the name 
'Canada'. Finally, a last modification. In 1798 

---- --- ------- - -----··--·--- - ··----- ···---·-- · 

,.""'. ·---., ____________ _._ ____ ----- -"'--·· - ·· - - .. 
Figure 1 
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Figure 2 

the year date was inserted between Quebec 
and Canada. This version was In use for only a 
short period In 1798 and 1799. 

The middle of the year 1799 saw the end 
of the Bishop mark so characteristic of the 
Quebec post office. It lasted from 1778 to 1799, 
and was modified four times, but always the 
Bishop marks stayed in the center. 

With the end of the Bishop mark the use 
of a straight line handstamp began. It seems 

.• 

1: , . . 
/. , < J"',,· , . 

I f . ',• ) 

Quebec did receive earlier, probably around 
1765, a straight line handstamp which was 
very rarely used, mostly with the Bishop mark. 
This Quebec straight line was somewhat 
similar to the straight line used by the post of· 
flees of Trois-Rivieres, Berthier and Montreal. 

The new hand stamp consisted of a line 
showing 'Quebec', and underneath, another 
line giving the complete date with the day, 
month and year. Figure 3 shows a Quebec 

~ .... 
} . --' · ... , _ .. . 

Figure3 
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Bishop Mark alone 
(1 776-1778) 

First distinctive Quebec 
Mark with room for the 
Bishop Mark In the center 
(1 776-1 791) 

The next mark replaced the 
triangle with the year da te 
(1791-1792) 

Similar to the previous mark 
but year added (1798-1799) 

QUEBEC 
2>. SEP1802 
Straight line (1799-1808) 

The Quebec 'Fieuron' 
(1808-1830) 

The first mark to contain the Quebec Paid (181~1831) 
word 'Canada' (1793-1798) 

• THE QUEBEC POSTMARKS 1763-1851 

_ .. b 
.·;. \: .. G 

''-.i ~~ 
l""ol ~T." ·?O ~ . 
'- ,I ·- ~·-J •• Q ,-') .._,. __ , ., 

. \ \ ld ; ~/ 1 
• l .,. ...... _ . ...,.., / 

......... _~ 
Double circle Type 1 
(1831·1834) 

Double circle Type 2 
(1834-1839) 

'
{ ·· p . 

- ~· ~- ~ . ) ·" "! . ( •' 

,S· Mt\lt ~ . 
•(' ,, )) .\. \ .. 1.Hu 3 

\ -
. .,, ·' , .. 

. J.. .. .. , . 
Double circle Type 3 
(1839-1854) 

Special Mark, Crown and 
Paid (1842·1852) 
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straight line. Use of this mark ended with the 
arrival in 1808 of a new circular handstamp 
called the Fleuron, because of the two fleurons 
at the bottom. At least two and possibly three, 
different handstamps with this mark were in 
use. The distance between the 0 and C of 
Quebec varies between 32mm and 28mm, and 
the size of the fleurons also varies. This mark 
was used until 1830. Until 1826 the mark is 
seen almost constantly in black; afterwards it 
is seen in red as well. 

In 1815 Quebec received a new hand· 
stamp on which the fleurons were replaced by 
the word Paid. This instrument was in use until 
1831. From 1815 to 1831 Quebec had two dif· 
ferent hands tamps that were in use, but rarely 
were both used together. Figure 4 shows an ex· 
ample of both marks on the same tetter, ad· 
dressed from Quebec to York (Toronto) dated 
28 June 1820. 

In 1831 Quebec· received another new 
handstamp. This device was similar to those 
ordered in 1829 and distributed to several of· 
fices in Lower Canada and Upper Canada, but 
Quebec's had type set for the date. 

The arrival of this handstamp meant the 
end for Quebec of two distinctive and unique 
postmarks. The letter (Fig. 5) dated Quebec 11 
April 1832 shows the use of the new mark. 

This mark lasted till 1834, when it was 
replaced on the arrival of a double circle hand· 
stamp similar to those distributed in numerous 
post offices, but with the distinction of that 

Quebec's was the only one without identifica· 
lion of province. This mark was used from 1834 
to 1840. Figure 6 shows an example of this 
mark dated 9 September 1835. 

Quebec received, in 1839, a broken circle 
handstamp similar to those distributed to 
more than three hundred post offices. These 
handstamps arrived in Halifax on 16 March 
1839, and were immediately delivered to the 
post offices, including Quebec. This Quebec 
handstamp was slightly modified in 1842, the 
diameter being reduced from JOmm to 29mm, 
and finally to 28mm and the letters reduced 
from 4mm to 3.5mm. This mark, the most com· 
mon of all Quebec postmarks of the period 
under study, was used until 1854. 

During a short period in 1841 Quebec had 
a very unique triangular mark, the only such 
mark ever used in Canada. It was a double line 
triangle with the letter Qat the top and, below, 
the date In manuscript (Fig. 7). Very few ex· 
amples of this mark have been seen. and the 

Figure 7 

Figure 8 
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reason for it is very puzzling. Why a mark in a 
totally new format with a manuscript date in a 
large office like Quebec (which had a type set 
dater way back)? 

I would appreciate hearing from any col
lector who knows about this mark with. if 
possible, a photocopy of any letter bearing 
such a mark. 

In early 1842 Quebec received a very nice 
handstamp consisting of a circle surmounted 
by a crown, with the words 'Paid At' in the mid· 
die, just above 'Quebec L.C.' This handstamp 
was made in England and, according to the 
proof book. sent on 2 January 1842. It was in 

use until 1852 but having no dater. was not · 
used frequently - mostly in conjunction with 
the regular postmark on mail to the United 
States. although single use has been seen on 
letters to the United States and England. 
Figure 8 shows usage. on 30 October 1850. of 
both marks on a letter to New York. 

Between 1776 and 1851 Quebec received 
12 different major handstamps. not counting 
variations and the triangle mark mentioned 
above, or the Maritime marks described in 
Part 1. 
(This article is a slightly revised version of one 
which appeared in Philatelie Quebec in 1982.) 

SKETCHes of BNAPSers 
SKETCH No. 207 

DR. BRIAN PLAIN 

by Dr. R. V. C. Carr 

Up in Kelowna, British Columbia there is a 
philatelist by the name of Dr. Brian Plain, who 
is interested in the Territorial material of 
Western Canada. A native of Calgary, he took 
his pre-medical training there, and received his 
M.D. at Edmonton. He has been a general prac
tioner since completing his residency. At this 
writing, he is President of the medical staff at 
the Kelowna Hospital. (The picture of our doc
tor was taken for a recent medical conference 
in Singapore.) He is married and has three 
children. 

Besides belonging to local stamp groups, 
he is also a member of the R.P.S.C. and the 
P.H.S.C. His philatelic interests are many: 
Canadian Military Mail, Squared Circles, Alber
ta Law Stamps, and the Postal History of the 
Yukon and N.W.T. He has written many articles 
for Post West and The PHSC Journal. Brian 
first caught my notice with his interesting arti
cle on my Barnard's area - the 'BX' cancel. 
His largest work has been on the Prairie Grid 
System. He is currently preparing articles for 
the PHSC JOURNAL and TOPICS on Canadian 
Military Mail. (This issue - Ed.) 

Dr. Plain had a childhood collection, 
started by a priest who gave him the stamps 

I 

from missionaries and the Vatican. A Cana
dian specialist took him in hand when in high 
school. Going to Kelowna, he was influenced 
by postal historians George Melvin and Jack 
St. Laurent, followed by a half-dozen or so 
others in his region. 

We will be looking forward to more of h1s 
writings in TOPICS. 

JOIN A BNAPS STUDY GROUP 
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Comments on 'LeHers Exchanged Via 
England Between British North America 

and France 18~1875' 

; 4 ' ,..,_ ___ -~ . 

In the May.June 1964 BNA TOPICS, Mag
gie Toms presented a new interpretation of the 
postage charged on letters from France to 
British North America In the 1860's, resulting 
from a study of G. P.O. correspondence on the 
subject which she has unearthed. As 1 have In· 
dicated to her by a letter, I am uneasy about her 
conclusions anti, with her encouragement, am 
attempting here to offer a different explana
tion. 

The period under consideration was one 
of transition from having the option of sending 
a letter either PAID or UNPAID to being subject 
to a fine on UNPAID letters. While It Is well 
established that from 1 April 1859 all unpaid 
single letters between Great Britain and British 

by Jack Arnell 

.. 

I t 

North America were subject to a fine of 6d. 
Stg., It Is a question as to whether a fine was 
applied to UNPAID letters from France and, if 
so, on what basis It was assessed. In this con
nection, the Robson lowe Encyclopedia on 
North America states: "1 Aprll1859. All letters 
addressed to British Colonies and Posses· 
slons beyond Sea and Foreign countries sent 
through England are to be Prepaid." 

Before this question can be answered, it 
Is necessary to clarify what the postage rate 
between France and Canada was at the time. 
The 26 December 1857 Hill-Banning letter 
quoted by Maggie Toms gives 6d. Stg./ ~ oz. 
as the French/British charge, apparently made 
up of 5d. (50 centimes) French Inland and chan-

TABLE 

French British Canadian Total 
Less than ~ oz. 5d. + 1d. + 4d. = 10d. Stg. (21 cents) 
~oz.· !lz oz. 10d. + 2d. + 4d. = 1/4 Stg. (34 cents) 

liz oz. • '.4 OZ. 15d. + 3d. + 8d. = 212 Stg. (56 cents) 
~ oz. - 1 oz. 20d. + 4d. + 6d. = 218 Stg. (67 cents) 
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net postage and 1d. British transit fee, with an 
addltional4d. Stg./ 1/4 oz. Canadian packet and 
B.N.A. Inland postage, for a total of 10d. Stg. 
(or 21 cents) 11/4 oz. In contrast to this, the Rob
son Lowe Encyclopedia states that In 1856 the 
postage on letters between Canada and 
France was reduced from 218 Vz Cy. to 10d. Cy. 
(or 17 cents); a figure confirmed In The Postal 
History of Nova Scotia and New Brunswlcl< 
(Jephcott, Greene & Young) and the 1863 
Canadian Postal Guide. 

In the face of this, it is possible to ap· 
preciate the real confusion among Canadian 
postal officials, Illustrated by the letters 
quoted by Maggie Toms, as to the correct 
postage to be charged on UNPAID letters to 
France. 

This discrepancy can be accounted for by 
recognizing that, while the French unit weight 
for letter postage was 7 !11 grams ( Y. oz.), the 
British and Canadian was Yz oz. Thus it may be 
argued that, while the Canadian share of the 
postage on a less than Y. oz. letter was 4d. 
Stg., it was also the amount claimed on a less 
than V2 oz. letter. If this were the case, the 
postage on the two letter weights would be as 
shown In the first two lines of the table. 

On the other hand, it appears that in 
calculating the unit postage the Canadian 
authorities halved the Vzoz. rate to give 8d. Stg. 
or 17 cents. 

Carrying the first method of calculation to 
the next two units of weight gives the last two 
lines in the table, 

and on the basis of the 10d, Cy./ Y. oz. rate, the 
corresponding figures would be: 1/8 Cy. (34 
cents), 216 Cy. (51 cents) and 314 Cy. (68 cents). 

While Maggie Toms has shown double 
and quadruple weight covers, which can be ex
plained by either method of calculation, il· 
lustrated herewith Is a triple weight cover with 
a British claim of 1/6 Stg. (15d. +3d.) and a 
Canadian postage due of 56 cents, supporting 
the proposition that the Canadian component 
of the postage, In at least this case, was 
calculated on the basis of Vzoz. Increments. 
This letter was backstamped at London on 16 
Aprll1867, carried by the Allan Line Moravian 
from Liverpool on 18 April, arriving at Quebec 
on 2 May, and was backs tamped at Toronto on 
3May. 

None of the covers Illustrated In Maggie 
Toms' article or the triple weight cover shown 
here carries an UNPAID fine, so It must be con
cluded that there was an Anglo-French agree
ment not to fine UNPAID letters. 

Although it Is not directly related to the 
above discussion, for completeness I must 
note that I agree with Maggie Toms' explana· 
tlon of the 44 cents postage due on the letters 
Illustrated as Figures 33 and 33A In her article. 
There must have been many occasions when 
the carelessness of a postal clerk or the arrival 
of several large Mails from the United States 
resulted in confusion as to the route by which a 
particular transatlantic letter reached Canada 
through the United States, and hence the 
postage to be charged. 

MINOR CORRECTIONS TO 
MARLER'S ADMIRAL HANDBOOK 

A minor correction is suggested for the 
table showing the numbers of the plates for 
Post Office sheets with or without lathework In 
the bottom margins, as listed in The Admiral 
Issue of Canada, by G. C. Marler. 

The following changes should be made: 
One Cent Green Lathework Type B, delete 144 

and insert 141 
Two Cents Carmine Lathework Type B. delete 

144 and 147, insert 113-126 and 139-156 
Lathework Type C, delete 145-146 

by Hans Reiche 

One Cent Yellow Lathework Type D, delete 
186·187 

Two Cents Green Lathework Type D, this 
should read 188·189 

Three Cents Carmine Lathework Type D, 
delete 117 and 121, insert 115-128 

On page 226, Plates 27·128 and 29-130 
should read 127·128 and 129-130. 

On page 65, in the paragraph starting 
with, "From a careful examination of this table 
..... ", change the word EIGHT to SEVEN. 
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The Study Group 
CENTERLINE 

by Frank Waite 

STUDY GROUP COORDINATOR: John T. Burnett, 757 Parkwood St., Sidney, OH 45365 

BNA PERFINS: Joe Purcell, 6 Richardson Drive, Kingston, ON K7M 2S6 
CENTENNIAL DEFINITIVES: 0 . Irwin, 2250 Lawrence Ave. E., #406, Scarborough, ON M1P 2P9 
DUPLEX CANCELLATIONS OF BNA: Robert A. Lee, Box 937, Vernon, BC VH 6N8 
FLAG CANCELS: Larry A. Paige, 1145 Shillelagh Road, Cheaspeake, VA 23323 
MAP STAMP: W.L Bradley, 122 Sherwood Ave., Kitchener, ON N2B 1K1 
MILITARY MAIL: Ken Ellison, A.A. #1, Oyama, BC VOH 1WO 
NEWFOUNDLAND: C.A. Stillions, 5031 Eskridge Terrace, N.W., Washington, DC 20016 
POSTAL STATIONERY: Robert Lemire, P.O. Box 549, Pinawa, MB ROE 1LO 
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND: James C. Lehr, 2918 Cheshire Rd., Wilmington, DE 19810 
PROVINCE OF CANADA: Charles Firby, P.O. Box 206, Southfield, Ml 48037 
RE·ENTRIES: Ralph E. Trimble, P.O. Box 532, Stn. A, Scarborough, ON M1K 5C3 
REVENUES: Wilmer C. Rockett, 2030 Overlook Avenue, Wlllowgrove, PA 19090 
R.P.O.'s: W.G. Robinson, 5830 Cartier St., Vancouver, BC V8M 3A7 
SEMI-OFFICIAL AIRMAILS: David A. York, 1207 Hillcrest Rd., Akron, PA 17501 
SMALL QUEENS: Don Fraser, 1183 Warsaw Avenue, Winnipeg, o\tlB R3M 1C5 
SQUARED CIRCLES: Gary 0. Arnold, 5509 East St. Joe Hwy., Grand Ledge, Ml 48837 
1972-78 'CARICATURE' & LANDSCAPES D'F'VES: D. B. Moore, Box 28, Aylesford, NS BOP 1CO 

ON THE FRINGES 

The nightmare of a columnist Is a 
deadline to meet and no material about which 
to write. The Input for this column comes from 
the newsletters of the study grours and only 
four have arrived since the last column was 
prepared. Help! (If I could do original work, 
Mike would let me be an author like the lmpor· 
tant people.) (Applications are being accepted 
-Ed.) 

DUPLEX CANCELLATIONS 

The Duplex group publishes tremendous 
newsletters. Their postage costs must be 
frightening. Not only are they huge, but the 
quality is also equal to the quantity. Bob Lee 
would make a good columnist for TOPICS. 
How about a column, The Dealers Viewpoint, 
Bob? Trends In auction, show and over he 
counter business from the dealer's side would 
be of Interest to many of us. 

The latest duplex newsletter has a listing 
of P.E.I. duplexes from Father Walker. There 
are also about twenty pages of illustrations of 
duplex cancellations on cover from across 

canada, including a strar.ge Quebec unofficial 
duplex. 

At the risk of appearing superficial, I have 
to admit that I am not a duplex fan. In spite of 
this I find their newsletters fascinating and am 
deeply impressed with the thoroughness of 
their research efforts. I visualize a book in the 
not too distant future. 

POSTAGE DUES 

When last heard from, Calvin Cole was ex· 
peeling a good turn out at the organization 
meeting of the Postage Due Study Group at 
BNAPEX in calgary. A report on the first 
Postage Due issue was ready for discussion at 
the meeting. Cal also reports that there is in· 
teres! in a PO handbook. 

SPECIAL DELIVERY GROUP FORMING 

Study group coordinator John Burnett 
reports that he has received a letter from G. H. 
Davis, A.D. 1, Fawn Drive, Lebanon, NJ 08833 
who is interested in forming a group to work on 
the stamps and.postal history of Canada's 
Special Delivery issues This Is a field which 
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seems to have been ignored recently (with the 
exception of one well known Chairman of the 
Board, of course). I suspectthat there are other 
'closet' SD collectors out there. Why not get a 
letter off today? 

John notes that "If this group and the 
others get going, it will bring the total number 
of groups whose services are available to the 
members to an amazing total of TWENTY
ONE! That's definitely a feather in John's cap. 
(A certain person 'On the Fringes' has helped a 
bit too - Ed.) 

P.E.I. 

Jim Lehr has nine charter members in the 
P.E.I. group. The first newsletter details areas 
where information is needed. A tabular record 
of known P.E.I. covers indicates the rarity of 
these covers. An article is to appear in TOPICS 
concerning these covers. Jim recently took a 
trip to P.E.I. with his charming wife Elma. A 
vacation? Maybe. He seems to have spent con
siderable time at the archives. As a result, he 
has discovered some Interesting data concern
Ing P.E.I. postal rates. If the rest of the group 
shares Jim's enthusiasm, I see a book in their 
future too. 

RPO 

The RPO newsletter has an index to the 
volume and issue numbers of the newsletters 
where survey and hammer data is found for 
Newfoundland runs. This was provided by Jim 
Felton. John Hornsby has authored an article, 
complete with map, (I love maps) on the history 
of the Inverness Railway and Coal Co. Annex Ill 
of the Catalogue of Canadian Railway 
cancellations Is Included. New runs, new 
dates and other information are being 
tabulated by Lew Ludlow to bring his master
piece up to date. (I have known Lew for about a 
thousand years. He is one of the most In· 
dustrious, painstaking and thorough resear
chers I have ever known.) 

SMALL QUEENS 

Don Fraser, Editor of the Small Queen 
group's newsletter, asks for input for the 
Calgary meeting and reports the time 
allocated to his study group. The last chapter 
of John Burnett's treatise on Official Duplexes 

of the Smail Queen Era, complete with illustra
tions, is enclosed. 

SEMI..OFFICIAL AIRMAILS 

David A. York of Akron, PA writes that he 
has volunteered (or is that" has been 
volunteered?) to act as Chairman and Editor 
for this group, which is attempting to r&
juvenate Itself after three years or so of dor
mancy. The activity has been sparked in part 
by the great response to the booklet on the 
history of the various companies which was 
produced earlier this year by Haughton 
Sanguinetti (see review in last TOPICS- Ed.), 
and in anticipation of the major handbook, 
which is in preparation. 

A bi-monthly newsletter is planned. 
Anyone interested in joining can contact David 
at the address above. Annual dues will be $3US 
or$4CDN. 

TOPICS NEEDS 

STAMP ARTICLES 

CANADIAN COVERS 

WANTED 

Ontario towns, Squared Circles, Western, 
RPO's, Military, flags, cards, rates, etc. 
(also better cancels on stamp). Individual 
pieces, accumulations, collections and larger 
lots wanted. Have same to offer. 

SQUARED CIRCLE EXCHANGE AND 

CORRESPONDENCE INVITED 

GRAHAM J. NOBLE 
P.O. lOX 10 

KINGSTON, ONTARIO 

SNAPS • CPSGB - RPSC • APS • PHSC 
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STAMP COLLECTIONS DON'T 
BELONG IN MUSEUMS 

by Michael Laurence 
Editor, LINN'S Stamp News 

(TOPICS' Editor's Note: My Editorials on the National Postal Museum earlier this year were writ· 
ten from the point of view of someone who believed that Museums are a proper place for keeping 
things of historical and cultural interest. We wish to thank Michael Laurence and LINN'S Stamp 
News for permission to reprint the following article, which presents another point of view. It a,r 
peared in the 1 July 1985 issue of LINN'S.) 

It's time for some plain talk about 
museums and stamp collections. The two 
don't deserve each other. 

First, recent reports from the stamp 
museum front: 

Item: The B.K. Miller collection, show
cased for many years at the New York Public 
Library, has not been publicly displayed since 
153 r.are stamps were stolen from its frames 
eight years ago. 

In the investigation that followed the 
theft, the library's resolute uncooperation was 
the source of considerable embarrassment to 
dealers and collectors alike. 

Many observers concluded the library had 
no real interest In seeing the stamps 
recovered. 

The terms of the Miller gift clearly 
stipulate that the collection Is to be publicly 
displayed. 

Nonetheless, the Miller material has not 
been available to the public for almost a 
decade. There is no Indication that it will ever 
be seen again. 

Item: At the B. Free Franklin postal 
museum in Philadelphia, as was.reported in 
Linn's June 17, an imperforate sheet of 200 1C 
Project Mercury stamps, on loan from Postal 
Service archives, was sneaked from an exhibit 
- and no one missed if for almost a year! 

When bits and pieces of the imperforate 
material began to appear on the philatelic 
market, members of the stamp community 
deduced that these items had to have been 
stolen from a postal exhibit. 

By process of elimination, investigators 
· finally concluded that the stamps must have 

come from the Philadelphia museum. When 
the FBI first called to inquire, museum officials 
didn't know anything was missing. 

Item: In its day, the western cover collec· 

tlon of Ernest A. Wiltsee was the finest In ex
istence. 

Now on display in the history room of the 
Wells Fargo museum in downtown San Fran· 
cisco, the Wlltsee collection is slowly self· 
destructing. 

Before being put on display, every 
envelope was snugly wrapped in cellophane. 
Over the years, these coverings have shrunk, 
wreaking havoc with the paper objects they 
contain. 

Collectors have repeatedly called atten
tion to the deteriorating condition of the 
Wiltsee covers, but the wrappers remain, slow· 
ly strangling their contents. 

Item: The Canadian National Postal 
Museum at Ottawa recently closed its doors, 
apparently because the Canadian government 
had more important uses for the space it 
occupied. 

The closure was supposed to be tem
porary, but it was used as an excuse to per
manently retire the most knowledgeable 
stamp people on the staff. 

The director of the museum, no collector 
but obviously a seasoned civil servant, was 
quoted as saying she thought the closure was 
actually a positive development, because it 
would enable the surviving staff to concen
trate on long-term planning. 

Item: The Smithsonian Institute, in a fit of 
bureaucratic petulance, has declared the Na· 
tional Philatelic Collection won't participate in 
the once-in-a-decade AMERIPEX show to be 
held in Chicago next year. 

The Smithsonian insists on bulletproof 
glass and 24-hour guards around its frames, 
extras that AMERIPEX can' t provide. 

Many exhibits at AMERIPEX will show 
philatelic material scarcer and more valuable 
than anything the Smithsonian could possibly 
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put up. 
No other exhibitors (including the Queen 

of England, the prince of Thurn and Taxis and 
the Cardinal Spellman Philatelic Musuem) 
have sought extra security. 

The real reason for the Smithsonian 
withdrawal seems to be a petty squabble over 
who pays whose expenses. 

Two weeks after the Smithsonian cited 
budget limitations for its prospective non· 
attendance at AMERIPEX, It announced the 
addition of three more bodies to the philatelic 
curatorial staff, a group whose crowning 
achievement in recent years has been to count 
the stamps in the national collection. 

Item: The finest classic U.S. collection of 
its day was the Charles A. Hirzel collection, 
which won large gold medals at Vienna and at 
the SIPEX international exhibition in 
Washington in 1966. 

Hirzel died shortly after SIPEX. Collectors 
expecting a once-in-a-lifetime auction were 
shocked to learn that he had bequeathed the 
entire collection to the Swiss government. 

This loss hit home to me personally, 
because it entombed forever two items that I 
would have aspired to add to my specialized 
collection of the U.S. 10¢ 1869 stamp: the 
earliest known use and the only known cover 
to Portugal. 

To this day, the collection reposes in the 
basement of the Swiss PTT musuem in Berne. 

The few U.S. collectors who have sought 
it out report that the collection Is, Indeed, 
available for viewing. It's best, however, to 
make an appointment In advance. 

So far, none of the Hirzel material has 
been stoleri, mishandled or otherwise abused 
- praises be for that. 

Remarkably, a similar fate might befall 
the Ryohle Ishikawa collection. While It has 
never been exhibited in the U.S., Ishikawa's Is 
doubtless the finest classic U.S. collection 
now in existence. . 

The Ishikawa collection currently reposes 
in Zurich, on consignment to a British stamp 
firm which Is attempting to sell It Intact for 
around $16 million. 

A principal In this firm recently told me he 
Is holding talks with a possible "institutional" 
purchaser, understood to be a museum. 

I find this incredible. No museum to my 
knowledge has ever paid for a matot stamp col· 
lection. So long as wrong-headed collectors 
keep giving them collections for nothing, why 

should they pay? 
For a number of reasons, stamps simply 

don't belong in museums. 
Rare stamps cannot be mounted like old 

master paintings, because stamps fade when 
exposed to constant light. 

Museum collections of stamps thus tend 
to be hidden from public view. 

The typical arrangement, first developed 
for the Tapling collection at the British 
Museum (which collection, Incidentally, has 
been closed to public view for more than five 
years), is to house the material In sliding 
frames. 

The viewer pulls the frames out of a wall, 
one at a time. 

While such an arrangement might protect 
the stamps from light, it does not secure them 
from a determined thief. 

Worse, this static sort of display Is . 
anathema to modern day museum directors, 
who prefer participatory multimedia ex· 
travaganzas that boost the door count by 
which an exhibit's success is measured. 

As a result, at least after the acquiring 
curator has left the scene, the stamps In
variably wind up in the basement. 

If the hobby is lucky, they might slip back 
onto the market after a generation has passed 
and memories have faded. 

If the hobby is unlucky (as Is more often 
the case), the stamps are gradually destroyed 
through neglect or remain ·permanently remov
ed from the marketplace. 

The net effect of the removal of stamps 
from the marketplace is to increase the prices 
of the stamps that remain in private hands. 

This makes It difficult. for collectors of 
modest means (especially younger collectors) 
to participate in the hobby. 

Even for senior collectors, the lnstitu· 
tiona I Internment of ·rare items lessens the 
thrill of the chase, because It means there's 
less out there to be collected. 

No stamp collector Is an Island unto 
himself. Every time a collection is given to an 
institution, each collector dies a small death. 
The whole hobby Is dlmlnlshect. 

The bequest of stamps to a museum is an 
act of misguided egotism comparable to the 
pharoah's insistitlg that his pets and 
household staff be sealed up alongside. him in 
the pyramid. . 

The best steward of a rare stamp is the in· 
dividual collector who pays cash for it. Heap-
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preciates that stamp. To a museum bvreau· 
crat, it's just another tedious scrap of paper. 

The best disposition of rare stamps, once 
a collector has turned in his tongs, is via the 
marl<etplace into the hands of other ap
preciative collectors. 

Such transactions form a chain of 
stewardship that maximally ensures stamps' 

· survival. 
Here is an excerpt from the last will and 

testament of Frank Hogan, a prominent col lee· 
tor a generation ago who successfully resisted 
the blandishments of museum curators who 

lusted after his material. 
He was referring to his collection of rare 

autographs, but the same could be said of 
stamps: 

"I do not deem It fitting that these friends 
of many happy hours should repose in unloved 
and soulless captivity. Rather, I would send 
them out Into the world again, to be the In· 
tlmate of others whose loving hands and 
understanding hearts will fill the place left va
cant by my passing." 

© 1965 LINN'S Stamp News 

SOME NEW FACTS 
REGARDING POSTCARDS 

Recently, while cleaning out a pile of 
papers at home, I came across a copy of a post 
office document which had a few rules regard· 
ing postcards which I did not have before, and 
which were not included in my handbook The 
Postal History of the Post Csrd In Csnada, 
1871·1911. I hope that this new Information will 
be of use to some of our members. 

Dated September 1896, it was issued by 
the Post Office Department at Ottawa. Ap
parently only 100 copies were prepared, as 
there is a printing notation reading "100 • 6·9 
·'98". The document is headed "Memorandum 
- of changes made In the Postal Union 
System and in its working details by the Con· 
vent ion of Washington (1897), which went into 
operation on the 1st January, 1899." It was 
also noted that the changes were extracted 
from a circular letter of the General Post Of· 
flee, London, dated 1 July 1896. Some of these 
rules, which are of importance to a study of the 
postal history of postcards, are given below. 

1 3- "Unpaid post cards {private) are no 
longer to be treated as letters, but are to be 
charged double postage at the post card rate, 
I.e., 4 cents per single card, or for each half of a 
'reply' card." 

In a separate section, titled, "II -
changes of practice provided for In the Detail· 
ed Regulations subjoined to the Convention", 
other rules which are of Interest to us appear. 

2. "The new Article VI provides for the 
general use, as far as possible, of the same col· 
ours, blue, red and green, tor the three typical 

by Allan L Steinhart 

Union rates of postage, 5 cents, 2 cents, and 1 
cent." 

4. "It devolves upon the Post Office 
which first receives correspondence posted at 
sea to marlf it, not only with a dat&-stamp, but 
wfth the word 'PaquebOt'. " 

8. "The heading 'Post-card' (or 'Csrte 
Postale') Is still required on the face of a post· 
card; but It is no longer a positive requirement 
that the heading should be a printed one. 
Although, therefore, the title 'Post-card' will of 
course continue to be printed on official cards, 
private cards may pass with the heading writ· 
tfHI or printed." 

9. "Engraving or advertlsem«~ts may In 
future be painted on the face, as we// as on the 
back, of a post-card." 

10. "To be valid the reply half of a 'reply 
card' must not merely be addressed to the 
country of origin, but have been received at· 
tached to the corresponding half. Otherwise it 
/s treated as an unpaid post-card, i.e. under the 
new regulation of Article V of the Convention, 
charged double the post-card rate." 

11. "Post-cards (private) not in accord· 
ance with the regulations as to indications, 
s/ze, etc., are still to be treated as letters." 

12. "Inland post-cards may be sent 
abroad provided they are marked 'Post-Card', 
and may be redirected abroad as post-cards, If 
they satisfy the inland regulations of the coun· 
try of origin, and do not exceed the dimensions 
prescribed in the international service." 
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REGIONAL GROUP RAMBLINGS 
by Jim Goben 

REGIONAL GROUP COORDINATOR: Or. Robert V.C. Carr, 117 Robin Hood Way, 
Youngstown, OH 44511 

REGIONAL GROUP REPORTER: Jim Goben, 304 W. Lincoln St., Bloomington, IL 61701 

PRAIRIE BEAVERS: E.A. Richardson, P.O. Box 939, League City, TX 77573 
CALGARY: Philip Wolf, 636 Woodbine Blvd. S.W., Calgary, AB, T2W 4W4 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA: Garvin Lohman, 1541 Sacramento St., Apt. 3, San Francisco, CA 

94109 
MID-ATLANTIC: Leo La France, 406 Glenheath Or., Hendersonville, NC 28739 
GOLDEN HORSESHOE: Andrew Chung, P.O. Box 5071, Stn. E, Hamilton, ON LSS 4K9 
DETROIT-WINDSOR: Mike Barie, P.O. Box 1445, Detroit, Ml 48231 
MANITOBA-NORTHWESTERN ONTARIO: Robert Lemire, P.O. Box 549, Plnawa, MB, ROE 1LO 
PACIFIC-NORTHWEST: Brian Plain, 230 Robson Rd. W., Kelowna, BC V1X 3C8 

Here's a photo of the Texas Prairie Beavers hard at work. Howard Twichell (left) is 
presenting a clothesline exhibit. Group Chairman Ed Richardson is at the head of the 
table. Harry Dingenthal is waiting his turn at right. Vic Willson, Jim Felton, Clint 
Phillips, Jeff Swift and Martin Hollenbeck are also seen in the picture. 

ARE YOU GOING TO DEARBORN ? 
BNAPEX '86 

August 29-31, .1986 
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YES, EVEN A NOVICE 
CAN MAKE A FIND! 

Today one often hears collectors com
plain, "There are no finds to be made these 
days - I was born fifty years too late!" 
Nothing could be further from the truth. As 
recently as the spring of 1984, a West Coast 
dealer came up with a fantastic find, one such 
as we all dream might happen to us - he 
found nothing less than a 12 penny black! 

In a talk given at the Johnson Space 
Center to the SPACEPEX '84 Awards Break· 
fast, Ed Richardson called attention to dozens 
of recent finds made by as many different col
lectors. The 'key• to each of the finds was the 
philatelic knowledge of the 'finder'. Ed pointed 
out that one of the ' lucky finds' was made by 
myself. 

It all came about when a friend called and 
told me about a small lot of Canadian covers In 
the possesion of a Dallas, Texas dealer. (Not 
the one I work for!) My friend wondered If I 
would be Interested In buying the lot. Wasting 
no time, I called on the dealer, asked for the lot, 
and took two seconds to say "YES". 

It turned out that there were ten covers In 
the lot. Two had caught my eye. One was a clr· 
cular from a Montreal wholesale tobacco 

by Harry F. Dingenthal 

dealer with a lovely 1corange Large Queen tied 
with a target (or bull 's-eye) cancel and dated 18 
September 1869. The other was a cover bear
Ing a 1C brown-red and a 2c green Large Queen, 
used from St. John, N.B. on 14 July 1869 and 
cancelled with the two-ring numeral '7'. The 
other eight covers were of little or no Interest to 
me at the time- I bought the lot to get the two 
Large Queen covers. 

When I finally got around to examining 
the other covers, they too were much better 
than I had first thought. There were two New 
Brunswick covers bearing the 5$ green N.B. 
Issue of 1860, a U.S. 2c carmine of 1903 used 
from Belleville, Ont., a 1C 1859 used to prepay 
the circular rate, and a 6~ Small Queen on 
cover. 

The three remaining covers were all 3¢ 
Small Queens, all dated 1870. Further ex· 
amlnatlon revealed that I had made a find of 
not just one - but two, of the scarce perf. 
12~ . variety, each on a separate cover! This 
was confirmed at the Aprll1964 meeting of the 
Prairie Beavers by our guest, Jim Hennok of 
Toronto, and by BNAPSers Ed Richardson and 
Jeff Switt. 
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The first cover was posted at St. John, 
N.B. 31 Aug. 1870, and cancelled with the 
2·ring '7'. The cover is backstamped Harvey, 
N.B. SP 1, 1870 and Shediac, N.B., SE 21870. 
(Note the two different ways of designating 
September.) 

The other cover . was posted at Wood
stock, N.B. 19 July 1970, the stamp being tied 
with a Woodstock duplex cancellation. It is 
backstamped St. John, N.B. 20 July 1870. On 

B.N .A. 

this cover I found the original e¥•1uatlon. 
Whoever did this (and they did the ume for 
both covers) took them to be Scott's l25 - the 
3C Large Queen. With such limited phlt.'-llc 
knowledge - no wonder the evaluator inlaaed 
the perf. 12 ~ ! . 

Yes, t~e are still finds to be made out 
there - prepare yourself for the opportunitlee 
when they come your way, 

COVERS 

We always have over 5,000 B.N.A. covers in stock 

Selections gladly sent B.N.A.P.S members 

on approval 

NEW ENGLAND STAMP COMPANY 
BNAPS Established 1893 ASDA 

643 FIFTH AVENUE SOUTH 

NAPlES, FLORIDA, U.S.A. 33940 
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CANADIAN EXPEDITIONARY FOICE 
IN SIBERIA - A SCARCE CANCEl 

In the November-December 1977 BNA 
TOPICS (Whole number 362), on page 45, there 
is fO\IOO the first repOrt of a large rubber ham
mer which read: FIELD POST OFFICEJCANA· 
DIAN(DA TE)ISJberlan Exp. Force. The accom
panying write up and photo indicated that this 
hammer was used on a registered cover to 
London, England, from a Lieut. A. H. Ramsay, 
R.A.O.C., who was probably with the British Ex
peditionary Force. 

Recently, a second example of this stflke 
has been found, this time on a piece of postal 
history inseparably connected to a Canadian 
In the Siberian Force. The item Itself is a very 
tatty piece of brown wrapping paper some62.5 
em x 25 em. (25 in x 10 in), which has many 
creases and tears. In spite of Its dog-eared ap
pearance, however, it tells a very interesting 
story. 

llle paper and its markings are the result 
of an interesting two way trip from Canada to 
Siberia and back. The initial addressee was: 
3111120t'PTE .. R.G. Holmes/20th MACHINE 
GUN Co./CANADIAN EXPO. FORCE/IN 
SIBERIA. (A) The item bears the return ad
dress: FROM/MRS. S.K. HOLMES/SIMCOE, 
Ont. (B) 

Private Hoknes' correspondence has 
been well documented by Edith Faulstich in 
her definitive work on the Canadian Siberian 
Expeditionary Force. Suffice it to say that 
most of the documented mall travelled from 
Sibefia, where Holmes was stationed, rather 
than to him. Faulstich quotes a letter In which. 
Holmes advises his parents that " letters may 
now be sent by registered mail". Unfortunate
ly, the paper remmant is too tatty, and has 
been trimmed of all Ontario dispatch markings 
and Canadian transit marks to give a good pic
ture of the first teo of the trip; it does, however, 
bear several srlkes of the boxed 
PASSEDfBYJCENSORI010 which is a known 
and Nsted Siberian censor marking. Or. Robert 
Smlttl, writing in the Postal History Society of 
canada JOURNAL, # 36, described his recent 
diSCOWJry that this hammer was received by 
the Canadians on 17 January 1919, and that it 

by Brian C. Plain, MD 

was used at Gornastl Bay Barracks, 5 km out
side Vladivostok, for a period of 30 days before 
being withdrawn. The Canadian unit listed by 
Smith for that location Is the 20th Machine· 
Gun Company. 

From this point, conjec1Ufe increases and 
the item becomes more interesting. The same 
paper was otwiously used to wrap an outward 
bound registered package. One may safely 
assume that wrapping paper was not a com
mon commodity in Siberia in the winter of 
1918·1919, and that some bart~ring must have 
gone on. Nevertheless, a Lieut. Keene scratch
ed out the name, serial number and rank of the 
original addressee. and readdfessed the wrap
per to his father: t./lr. C. KEEN€/731 YONGE 
STREETITORONTO/CANADA. 

This address appears twice on the item, 
fairly close together, indicating that the out
ward mailing was of a smaH, possibly flat, 
parcel. It was very clea.-ty marked 'ON ACTIVE 
SERVICE' and the notation 'Please Register' 
appears four times. The Item Is censored 
'Louis Keene/Lieut.' (C) in ink, and the entire 
i tem is then liberally franked with the 010 cen
sor mark, (0, leading one to believe that Keene 
himself was one of the users of this censor 
hammer. 

The scarce marking, FIELD POST OF· 
FICE/CANADIAN/Siberian Exp. Force. was 
struck In purp4e. (E) Although faint, it appears 
to read Feb (11) 1919. This would place it within 
the time frame mentioned by Smith. 

The item then appears to have passed 
Can~dlan Customs, but time, date, and loca
tion are not legible. (F) The only o~ marking 
seen is the TOI'onto Reglstratlon Branch oval 
dated March (2)0 1919, (G) in concert w ith a 
numbering machine-struck registration 
number, 85409. (H) The number Is so large that 
it is assumed to have been struck in a post of
flee such. as TOI'onto, or another major Cana. 
dian city. The smaller circleQ and hand written 
number, '430', (I) may represent either a 
customs shelf file number or, less likely, a 
ledger number from a smaller post office. 

The photocopy of the marking abOve is 
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Censor Mark 010, received In Siberia 
17101/1919 and used for approximately 30 
days. 

taken from the p.roof book In the Postal 
Museum In Ottawa. It represents the actual 
proofing date of the hammer seen In the If. 
lustratlon. Details of the strike can be seen 
very clearly. The date reported In the previous 
article In Topics is 11 March 1919. Coupled 
with the strike seen In this article, It Is possible 
to establish a tentative range of use as FEB(11) 
1919 to MAR 111919. 

From the limited perspective of only two 
reported strikes, we may perhaps be allowed to 
speculate that use of this hammer was 
restricted to franking registered mall, and 
possibly packages not amenable to the use of 
a smaller steel hammer.lf so, this may account 
for its relative scarcity In comparison to the 

# other Siberian markings, that scarcity being 
enhanced by a known period of use (as of this 
writing) of only 30 days. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT: 
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- <rJ The RPO Cowcatcher 
Lewis M. Ludlow 

5001 - 102 Lane N. E. 
Kirkland, Washington 98033 

Returning from Japan in early June, we 
were off June 7-9forVancouverand PIPEX, the 
annual convention of the Pacific Northwest 
P:,llatelic Federation, where our Editor, Mike 
Street, was a member of the jury. Although not 
a SNAPS function, .there were many 
BNAPSers in attendance; Jim Goben reported 
In the last issue on the formation of the newest 
chapter in our society, the Pacific Northwest 
Chapter. From the R.P.O. point of view, Bill 
Robinson was awarded a vermeil - with 
felicitations- for a splendid ten-frame exhibit 
of British Columbia railway strikes. At a 
seminar on railways, Alex Price gave a 
marvellous informal talk on some of the history 
of the Canadian Pacific Railway in the West to 
the great delight of his audience. Also at the 
same seminar, this columnist discussed and 
distributed a ten page treatise on the 22 ham· 
mers of the WEST OF WINNIPEG listings (RR-
27/RR-30 inc.). This paper has now been 
disseminated as a newsletter to all members 
of the A. P.O. Study Group; if you are Interested 
in this analysis, Including the various 
characteristics for the separation of all ham
mers, and are not yet a R.P.O. Study Group 
member, contact Bill Robinson, ~ Cartier 
Street, Vancouver, British Columbia V6M 3A7, 
to obtain details about joining up. This Is the 
fourth Study Group newsletter this year, in· 
eluding the complete Annex Ill update to the 
R.P.O. Catalogue which was published in 
June. 

·TRACK RETRIEVAL 

This issue of the Cowcatcher Is being 
devoted to a number of replies to questions 
that we have posed in previous columns. We 
appreciate the flow of correspondence being 
generated by the Cowcatcher, and presenta· 
lions of some of these answers Is our grateful 
acknowledgement of such efforts. 

In our column for TOPICS, May/June 
1984, we illustrated TOR. & MONT. M.C./ASST., 
0-367. and asked for the meaning of ASST. in 

this cancellation. Ed Maloney of Massa· 
chusetts has written suggesting that ASST. 
means •assistant'. It Is Maloney's position that 
on the Montreal & Toronto mail cars there was 
a head railway mail clerk in charge with one, or 
more, assistants who would have used the 
cancellation device In question. While we are 
comfortable with a head clerk, plus aides, we 
personally have a problem with this explana
tion of the use of this hammer, although we 
still have nothing better to offer In lieu thereof. 
This listing, along with Its counterpart, Q-167, 
are both quite rare; following the old axiom 
that juniors always work harder than their 
seniors, If Maloney's thesis is correct, then 
cancellations from the hammers of the 
assistants should be more common. Further, 
since 0-367 was used concurrently with 0.165 
(and Q-167 was used concurrently with Q-165) • 
which had at least twelve or more hammers 
each, all common, it would seem that all of the 
lesser clerks were well taken care of with their 
own devices. We still welcome comments on 
the meaning of ASST. 

In the March/Aprll1985 issue of TOPICS 
we illustrated C.P.R. overprints on British and 
Japanese stamps, and subsequently publish
ed comments from Joe Purcell In Kingston. We 
received a lovely letter from John Reynolds of 
England who confirms Purcell's comments on . 
the fiscal use of these overprints on British 
stamps as receipts on company documents. 
Although he does not have our illustrated 
C.P.R. example, Reynolds sent several dif
ferent overprints, Including one overprint, "M. 
E. B.", on a Midlands Electricity Board receipt. 
Reynolds continues that this fiscal use can be 
Identified by the required '2d' rate and, further, 
that a signature, lining or company chop ori the 
stamp indicates the receipt of the funds 
specified on a particular bill or invoice. 

Simultaneously we heard from Jon 
Johnson, OUJ perfln specialist In Calgary. 
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Johnson quotes a paragraph from a book by 
Charles Jennings, The History of British 
Security Stamps (1968), which we cite in full: 

"Government overprinting of Revenue 
stamps ceased in 1881 and, with the In
troduction In 1883 of stamps available 
for both Postage and Revenue, there 
was no further need for Revenue 
stamps and Initial perforated stamps 
were generally adopted. The sole re
maining exception was that stamps In
tended for receipt purposes might still 
be overprinted and many are to this 
day." 

Finally, from West Yorkshire, Harry Hayes 
offered this clarification of a point In Joe 
Purcell's May-June submission. "British 
postage stamps used on receipts did NOT 
have to bear the firm's name. They had to be 
cancelled by writing across or ruling through 
the stamp. The Act did not specify any form of 
obliteration, but the stamp had to be made 
unuseable (for mall) by writing or by rubber 
stamp, or similar way. Firms printing their 
names or Initials across the stamp had still to 
cancel the stamp by some other method, 
although many didn't trouble to. Not only firms 
but also organizations such as municipalities 
had their names or Initials printed on stamps." 

Our four submitted opinions have certain
ly tied this British C.P.R. overprint down to Its 
fiscal receipt use. Reynolds adds, further, that 
it probably originated from Canadian Pacific 
Steamships In England, which seems a logical 
conclusion. I am satisfied to close the book on 
this one. Although neither are R.P.v. 
specialists, both Reynolds and Johnson are 
regular readers of the Cowcatcher and were 
glad to send their opinions. 

It seems possible that the Japanese 
C.P.R. overprint may have had a purpose 
equivalent to a perfin. Bob Schwerdt of 
Poughkeepsie advises that, per the Japanese 
Perlin Catalogue, 1980 Edition, many com
panies used hand overprints to Identify com
pany stamps (and probably to prevent 
pilferage). This catalogue lists our previous 
unknown - C.P.R. In an oval - as one of two 
overprints, 1818, belonging to Canadian 
Pacific R.R. & Steamships. Since there Is no 
C.P.R. Perlin llated, it would appear that our 
~nt was made In lieu of creating an 
equlvi!Mnt perlln. Jon Johnson would certainly 
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confirm this position. He advises that he has 
C.P.R. perflns from Canada, U.S., England, 
Belgium, France and Germany, but says none 
are known from Japan. 

George Arfken has written (In response to 
our Cowcatcher In the same Issue with the 
C.P.R. overprints) on the question on Soper's 
cover to Liverpool, England. He advises that 
the 15$ British Packet Rate was reduced to 84 
in January 1870, and that this cover paid the 
eight cent rate with the two Intact 3C Small 
Queens, plus a 2c Small Queen, now missing. 
(We knew something was mlsslngl) We were 
unaware of this change In 1870 and would ap
preciate learning the source; Boggs, in his 
book on stamps of Canada, Indicates (p239) 
that the 154 British Packet Rate was in effect 
untll1875, when It was lowered to~- I feel that 
I should have known this prior change but 
could not reference it anywhere. 

TOPICS NEEDS 

STAMP ARTICLES 

BRITISH 
EMPIRE 

and 
BNA 

We carry one of the largesJ 
stocks including specialists 
material. Want lists ac
cepted. Why not drop us a 
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Peter Singer 
Post Office Box 46138, Station "G ", 

Vancouver, B.C., Canada V6R 4G5 

M embers: A.S. D.A., B.P.A., 
P.T.S., etc. 



CENTENNIAL DEFINITIVES STUDY GROUP 
by Douglas C. Irwin 

Booklets With Numbers 
On The Selvedge 

It has now been four years since I first 
reported in TOPICS that some centennial 
booklets can be found with portions of 
numbers on the selvedge above the pane(1). At 
that time, it was only speculation that these 
were in fact numbers, but additional informa
tion has surfaced. Two of the recent ~ 
booklets were acquired from a booklet vending 
machine in Winnipeg, displaying complete 
(and consecuti¥e) six digit numbers on the 
sel¥edge of the boOklets. These have pr8¥ious· 
1y been shown in the newsletter of the Centen
nial Oefinitives Study Group. These numbers 
are apparently used by the British American 
Bank Note Company for accounting purposes. 
They appear on each full sheet of uncut 
booldet panes and are subsequently trimmed 
off when the boOI<Iets are assembled. 

The centennial definitlves were issued on 
8 February 1967 as a set of 12 stamps printed 
bytheC8nadianBankNoteCompany.Two254 

booklets containing centennial stamps were 
also produced in 1967 by the C.B.N.C. Shortly 
thereafter, the B.A.B.N.C. was awarded the 
contract to print postage stamp booklets. 

The first centennial booklet produced by 
the B.A. B. N.C. consisted of one pane of twenty 
5e stamps, issued In Aprll1988. This was the 
first centennial bo<*let found to show portions 
of numbers along the top edge of the sel¥edge. 
Traces of either 6 or 7 numbers can be found, 
with the best ex~ showing the top 
quarter or so of all the numbers. 

On 1 November 1968 the first class 
postage rate was increased hom 5C to k, re
quiring the addition of a new 8$ orange stamp 
to the centennial set. New 251 booklets were 
issued containing one~ne of'On8 14 and four 
64 orange deflnitlves plus one printed label. A 
small qunatlty of thesebookiiiiB were found to 
havetracesofthetopofslxnurnbersalong1he 
upper edge of the 8ehedge (ftgure 1). The rna-
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Figure 2 

jotlty of these panes were printed on plain 
paper, white a small quantity was printed on a 
strong white fluorescent paper (hlbrlte), an ex
perimental type of paper being used by the 
eecurity printtn at the ttme. A few copies of 
theee 25c boc*lets on hlbrite paper showing 
portions of numbers on the selvedge have now 
surfaced. 

On 7 January 1970 the colour of the ~ 
definitive was changed from orange to black. 
New 25c boc*lets were released In May of 
187'0, containing twenty-four cents worth of 
at.,.,. (one pane of four~ black deflnlttves, 
perforated 10, dextrine gummed). Some of 
theM panes show portions of numbers along 
the top edge of the Mfvedge (figure 2). 

The B.A.B.N.C. prOduced twelve different 
booklet pane formats during the periOd of the 
centennial jssue (not Including differences in 
paper fluorescence, perforations, gum or tag· 
glng). There have been no reports of centennial 
booklet panes with complete numbers on the 
selvedge, and only three centennial bOOklet 
pane types have been found showing trMes of 
numbers. I would be interested in learning of 
additional centennial bOoklets showing ei ther 
partial or complete numbers (see Study Group 
page of this issue of TOPICS for address). 

1. Booklets of the Centennial Issue, Douglas 
Irwin, BNA TOPICS, March 1981. 

The~ Stampe olThe World 
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REPORT 
ON THE CANADIAN POSTAL CENSORSHIP 

OF 1914-1919 
Continued from July-August 1984 TOPICS. Compiled by E. R. Toop from records in tht1 

National Postal Museum, Ottawa. 

_Communication_ With Enemy 
Or Enemy-occupied Countries 

General Public 
Although direct communication with Ger

many, Austria-Hungary and the Ottoman Em· 
pire was prohibited in 1915 private letters, after 
having been duly censored, were allowed to be 
forwarded through an agent In a neutral coun
try selected by the writer. The latter was oblig
ed to make his own arrangements for procur· 
ing the necessary stamps, and was advised 
not to send correspondence in care of British 
or foreign Embassies, Legations, or Consul· 
ales. The message was to be brief, of a per· 
sonal nature and written either in English or in 
the language of the country of destination. It 
was also to be In an open envelope, enclosed 
In a covering letter, and be sent through the 
usual postal channel to the correspondent or 
agency In the neutral country by which it was 
to be forwarded. To those who had no friends 
In-a neutral country, the firm of Thos. Cook and 
SOn was suggested as a possible Intermediary. 

In 1918 this firm was recognized as the 
proper channel for all private correspondence 
with enemy or enemy-occupied territory. A fee 
of twenty-five (later thirty-five) cents was 
charged to cover the expense of transmitting 
the letter to the neutral country, of forwarding 
from there to an enemy country and of trans· 
mitting the reply. Incoming correspondence 
was forwarded from the various branches of 
this agency in neutral countries to Ottawa, 
where it was examined and then forwarded to 
Thomas Cook and Son, Montreal, to be 
stamped and posted. Correspondence of this 
nature was not only permitted but was en
couraged by the Government, since It proved 
to be a valuable means for obtaining signifi· 
cant information. Safe delivery of the letters, 
however, was not guaranteed. 

REMITTANCES TO ENEMY, OR 
ENEMY-OCCUPtED TERRITORY 

British Subjects 
To assist British subjects In enemy ter

ritory, the Treasury granted general licenses, 
in the autumn of 1914, to Thomas Cook and 
Son and to the Swiss Bankverein, for remitting 
sums not exceeding £25 a month, and required 
for the dally necessities of life by the British 
subject for whom it was Intended. For all remit· 
lances sent through other channels to enemy 
or enemy occupied territory, a special license, 
which as a rule Imposed a maximum of £50, 
was required. 

From British Colonies 
A system of forwarding remittances from 

British Colonies to enemy, or enemy occupied 
territory was established In October 1916, and 
stipulated as follows: 

a) The remittances had to be made 
through a bank In England, which was 
required to furnish a list of the names 
of the persons for whom they were In
tended. 

b) No remittances exceeding £25, to any 
one person, in any one month, could 
be licensed. 

c) No general subscriptions to relief 
societies established In enemy or 
neutral countries and operating In 
enemy countries were allowed. 

d) The Director of Special Intelligence, 
the Foreign Office and the Treasury 
(Trading with the Enemy Branch) was 
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to be Informed, In each case, of the 
bank In England which had been 
selected as Intermediary. 

e) The recipients had to be persons of 
non-enemy nationality. 

CHANTY REMITTANCES 

1t11 - Genentl 
The problem of dealing with charitable 

remlttenc.. from neutral countries arose In 
·the spring of 1916, when distress In Poland 
became acute. A general license was there
upon granted by the Parliamentary Counsel to 
the Amerlcen Express Company in London. It 
might pay, on Instructions from its New Vorl( 
House, to needy British or Allied subjects In 
Russian Poland or In the occupied parts of 
Russia, sums not to exceed £25 to any one per
son In any one month. 

On the recommendation of a specially ap
pointed subcommittee of the War Trade Ad· 
vlsory Committee facilities were granted, in Ju. 
ly 1916, to certain firms In the United States, for 
the transmission of charitable relief, through 
Great Britain to persons not of enemy na· 
tlonallty In enemy or enemy occupied territory. 
Such firms had to agree not to send: a) Any 
unlicensed trade message directly or Indirectly 
to persons In enemy territory or on the 
Statutory List; or b) Any wireless or cable 
message In unauthorized code. The remit
tance could not exceed £25 to any one person 
In any one month, and had to be transmitted 
through a LondOn Bank and agency. 

In August 1916, however, after two agen· 
cles had been granted Treasury Licenses, at· 
tentlon was called to the fact that many remit· 
lances from America to Central Europe were 
charitable In name only.lnstead of aiding a few 
destitute persons, they maintained a large sec
tion of the proletariat In enemy countries and 
thus wet's enabling the enemy to prolong the 
war. 

Palestine also presented financial pro
blems during 1916. In order to alleviate the 
direful need which followed the massacres of 
the Jews there, a relief agency under the name 
of the Jack Moaert Fund was established In 
Cairo, Egypt. Administered and controlled by 
the Egyptian GoYemment, It was opened with 
the National Bank at Cairo, to which remit· 
tances could be sent from neutral and allied 
countries. 

1917 - Lithuanian Relief 
Early in the newyear(1917)theadvisability 

of forwarding remittances to enemy or enemy
occupied territory was again questioned. An in
tercepted clipping from a Lithuanian newspaper 
stated that German officials In Lithuania were 
ordering persons who had relatives and friends 
in America to ask for financial ald. When in 
response to such an appeal money arrived, it 
was paid by the officials In Luthuanlan money, 
i.e., paper money printed In German and Lithua· 
nian, which had no value as real money and was 
not accepted by the Germans themselves. 

Money intended for the President of the 
Comlte Executlf Lithuanian at Lausanne, in· 
tercepted in September 1917, called attention to 
the activities of this committee In the Interest of 
the Lithuanian Relief Fund. There was no 
guarantee that any subscription would reach 
the person for whom It was Intended. The · 
French and Italian Governments, as well as His 
Majesty's, considered that the committee was 
worl(ing in the interests of the enemy, and, ac· 
cordlngly, decided not to allow such collections 
to go forward. 

Since confidence In having American 
remittances for enemy countries dealt with ac
cording to the intentions of the sender was thus 
shaken, it was decided on 23 Feburary 1917 to 
suspend the licenses which had been granted 
to Messrs. C.B. Richard and Co., and to the 
Ameri can Express Co. Fo r several 
months after that no legitimate arrangements 
existed by which remittances could be sent 
from neutral countries to persons In enemy or 
enemy-occupied territory. Whenever any were 
Intercepted in the mall, they were stopped by 
the censor. 

1917- CaMdlan Regulations 
The following regulations were applied in 

Canada in March 1917: 

a) No general subscriptions to relief societes, 
established In enemy or neutral countries 
and operating In occupied territory, were 
allowed. 

b) Remittances intended for Polish Relief 
could be sent through the Polish Relief 
committee, London, England; while those 
intended for the relief of Jews In territory 
under enemy occupation were sent 
through the Canadian Jewish Relief Com
mittee or the Canadaln Jewish Alliance, 
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Montreal. Both organizations gave 
assurance that all funds would be remitted 
through the Jewish Relief Fund, London. 
The British Government treated as remit· 
lances for enemy countries all funds In· 
tended for Jewish relief which were not 
sent throogh the authorized channels In 
England. 

c) In July 1917 funds could be sent to persons 
In enemy or enemy-occupied territory as 
follows: 
1. to Palestine through the Jack Mosseri 

fund: 
2. from the United Kingdom under special 

or general license from the Treasury: 
3. from the colonies throogh a bank In the 

United Kingdom under a special license 
from the Treasury. 

Remittances 2 and 3 could not exceed the 
sum of £50 to any one person in any one 
month and had to be destined for the 
maintenance of bona fide persons not of 
enemy nationality. 

1917 - ElDCei)HoiC 

The following exceptions to the general 
regutations were made: 

a. Remittances from neutral to enemy coun
tries in payment of fees necessary for the 
grant or preservation of patent rights were 
attowed to go forward. Similar remittances 
from the United Kingdom were permissible 
by virtue of general licenses Issued by the 
Board of Trade on 23 September and <4 
No¥embet 1914. 

b. Remittances to computsorlly repatriated 
enemy sootects oot of funds left In the 
United Kingdom when such persons 1\ad 
resided there (U.K.) for a long time prior to 
the war (e.g. 25 years), and 

c. RemlttaO<leS to destitute widows In enemy 
countries who, prior to their marriage, were 
British or Allied aubtects, went permissible. 

ftt7 - TllaL Ceak • Soft 
In August 1917 the firm of Thomas Cool< 

and Son, London, was granted a license by the 
British Go¥emment to act as Intermediary In 
the United Kingdom for those who wished to 
remit money to persons resident In enemy or 
enemy-occupied territory. The Canadian 
Government empowered the Secretary of 

State, on 3 October 1917, to issue a license to 
the Canadian branches of Thos. Cool< and Son 
for the transmission to British allied or neutral 
subjects In enemy occupied territory, any sum 
not exceeding £25 a month. 

1918 - Jewish Relief 
When American Jewry launctled a cam

paign late In 1917 to ralae a Ten Million Dollar 
Life Fund In aid of Jewish war sufferers, Cana· 
d ian Jews wished to contribute. To forward 
remittances for Jewish Relief from Canada 
other than through the authorized channels via 
the United Kingdom was, however, prohibited. 
It was therefore suggested that such remit· 
lances be sent direct to a recognized Jewish 
society In London, England, or through the 
medium of the Canadian Jewish Relief Com
mittee or the Canadian Jewish Alliance, Mon
treal. 

In March 1918 It w• decided that, since 
such a small percentage of the money forward
ed for relief purpoees really effected the 
desired results, remittances to Jews woold 
probably be permitted only In the case of those 
made through the Zionist organjzatlons. The 
latter, represented at that time only by the 
Zionist Organization, London Bureau, Plcca· 
dilly, sent funds to Jews in those parts of 
Palestine still occupied by the enemy. Forcer
tain reasons it was considered advisable that 
this organization be supported. 

During the following monttl, hooMMir, the 
Central Jewish Relief Committee took $34,000 
over the border Into the United States for 
Jewish relief purpoees. Since there was 
nothing to prevent such action, the lneffec· 
tlveness of this phae of the censorship wortt 
was apparent. The Canadian Jews attempted 
to justify their transaction by stating that none 
of the money whlc:tt ~My hid turned Otter to the 
Central Committee, New Yortl, for the relief of 
Jews, went to enemy temtory nor to any per· 
son not an ally. Although conactoua of tiavlng 
gone contrary to lnstNctions, they thought 
that since the United States Md now entered 
the war, there would • no tWft'l In dealing 
through New York. 

When the CoaNd6en Jewlah Alliance 
desired to send more funds to the relief com
mittee In New York, the argument was 
presented that, although the money could be 
sent via the Montreal and London Zionist 
Relief Committee, this organization was chief· 
ly concerned with Zionist work and the 
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reconstruction of Palestine, with war relief 
operations being merely a secondary issue. 
The Jewish War Relief Committee in New York, 
on the other hand, devoted itself exclusively to 
Jewish war relief work, had hundreds of 
distributing stations throughout the various 
war zones, and conducted its work at a 
minimum of expense and a maximum of effi· 
ciency. Its operations, moreover, had the of· 
ficial sanction of the United States Govern· 
ment and, as far as the Canadian Jewish 
organizations knew, there h~td never been any 
criticism of its work by the B1 itish Government. 

The United States Government, in the 
meantime, was limiting the amounts intended 
for Russia and Poland. By March 1918 they 
were restricted almost entirely to Poland and 
were sent only through certain authorized and 
thorou(,hly reliable societies, such as the 
Polish Victims Fund under Paderewski, and 
the Jewish Relief Fund. An unrestricted 
amount, however, was allowed to be forward· 
ed to the British occupied section of Palestine, 
mostly through the Jack Mosseri Committee. 

The only other relief permitted was that 
intended for Armenians, Syrians and Jews in 
the Ottoman Empire. All remittances for Jews 
were under the Administration of the War 
Trade Board and were distributed pro rate be· 
tween the authorized societies. The total sum 
having been limited, money sent by, or for, an 
unauthorized society was returned. 

1918 - Palestine Funds 
In April 1918 the Treasury granted a 

license which authorized remittances to in· 
dividuals in Palestine. Such payments had to 
be made either through the Post Office attach· 
ed to His Majesty's Forces operating in 
Palestine, or through Messrs. Thomas Cook 
and Son, or some branch of the Imperial Ot· 
toman Bank, or of the Anglo-Palestinn Com· 
pany, Ltd., for the time being authorized or on 
behalf of His Majesty's Government to carry 
on business in Palestine. 

1918 - General 
Funds for general relief purposes to 

enemy occupied territory in Europe were 
prevented transmission since the humane ob· 
jects for which they were intended would, it 
was generally supposed, not be attained. Sufi I· 
cient evidence was submitted to justify the 
deduction that the enemy profited both direct· 
ly and indirectly from such relief, e.g., directly 

paying the remittances in debased local paper 
currency and retaining the difference in value 
between such currency and the Relchsmark in· 
directly, by the fact that such relief alleviated 
local discontent on the one hand and, on the 
other, increased the local resources which af· 
forded a pretext for the exaction of fines and 
levies upon villages and towns. 
1918 - Remittances To Non-British or 
Non-Allied Persons 

The suggestion was made in June 1918 
that authority should be given, by Order In 
Council, to the Secretary of State to Issue 
licenses under which remittances might be 
made to other Individuals in enemy or enemy 
occupied countries. It was thought that the 
procedure in Canada should correspond to 
that followed in the United Kingdom. Since the 
Trading with the Enemy Proclamation No.2, 9 
$eptember 1914, gave authority for granting 
licenses, It remained merely to have this 
authority delegated to some particular official. 
This had already been partially done in con· 
nectlon with the licensing of remittances to 
British and Allied subjects In enemy occupied 
territory, where authority was given to the 
Secretary of State for Canada to issue such 
licenses. On extending the authority for issu· 
lng licenses, the only financial transactions 
permitted were those which might be ad· 
vi sable and necessary for the purposes of pro· 
tecting property or securities held by persons 
in Canada, or when such payments would ac· 
crue more to the benefit of this country than to 
the enemy country, or when the funds were for 
the relief of persons of British, Allied, and, In 
exceptional cases, neutral nationality in in
digent circumstances and requiring such 
money for their maintenance. 

On 19 July 1918, the Orders in Council of 3 
OCtober 1917, and of January 1918, were revok· 
ed. A new one was passed which authorized 
the Secretary of State of Canada to grant 
licenses which a) permitted the transmission 
of money to enemies, allies and neutrals in 
enemy or enemy occupied territory; b) which 
authorized communication or intercourse with 
enemies or persons in enemy or enemy oc
cupied territory; c) the expenditure of money in 
Canada on behalf of, or for benefit of enemies 
or persons in enemy occupied territory; and d) 
carry out such financial transactions as may 
be advisable and necessary for the purpose of 
protecting property or ·securities held, or 
situated, in Canada. 
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LITERATURE REVIEWS 
BNA PliiLATELy iN PRiNT 

B.NA TRANSATLANTIC STAMPLESS MAIL 
- THE COLLECTION OF J.C. ARNELL: Hen· 
nok's Series of Postel History Collections - 1; 
Jim A. Hennok Ltd., Toronto, 1915. Soft CO¥er, 

252 pp, S18. 

This is the first in a series of important 
BNA Postal History collections to be made 
available In book form to all collectors. Offset 
printed from photocopies of the actual album 
pages, the reproduction quality Is generally 
good. Where markings have not reproduced 
well, the text gives enough description to help 
out. 

Olten, even If one Is able to attend, there 
is not enough time to examine an exhibit prop· 
erly at a show. This series Is an excellent way 
tor people to look at a whole collection • and 
sitting down at that! 
NOTE: All volumes in Hennok's Series of 
Postal History Collections will be printed in 
limited numbers. Interested collectors should 
act accordingly. 

POST OFFICES OF NEW BRUNSWICK 
1783-1930; George E. MacManus; Jim A. Hen
nok Ltd., Toronto, 1985. 202 pp, S30(aoft cover), 
S40 (herd cover). 

Finally! Every New Brunswick Post Office 
known before 1930 is listed, in columnar form, 
in one place. Also listed are the County, open· 
lng date, closing date If applicable, average 
revenue, names and terms of office of all 
postmasters, and types of hammers used with 
proof dates. A remarks column gives approx
imate locations, details name changes, and so 
on. An Incredible amount of detail has been 
gathered. 

As If that is not enough, every known type 
of cancel is clearly illustrated and coded tor 
easy reference from the main listings. The 
author did not stop at circles and duplexes -
there are rollers, slogans, registration and ship 
marks, and even directional markings (NO 
SUCH STREET IN ST. JOHN NB, etc.)! 

The product of three years of painstaking 

research, this book is definitely a labour of 
love. Anyone interested In the Post Office of 
New Brunswick can now relax. That 'If only we 
had a book' volume Is here. 

CELLO.PAQS AND SOUVENIR ARTI· 
CLES; C.F. Black; C.nadilln SUimp Hend
booka, Mlchtlel Milos, Edttor; Unlt1'11de Preas, 
Toronto, 1985. Loose leaf, 24 pp, S3.95. Metch
lng binders . ,. •••llllble et $4.95. 

The fifth release In the Canadian Stamp 
Handbook series provides a detailed look at 
the Cello-paqs used for a short time in the 
1960's In a merchandising experiment, as well 
as a new look at the souvenir articles which 
canada Post has made available over the 
years for sale to collectors and others. 

Information on the Cello-paqs Includes 
technical information such as papers, gum 
etc., and a listing of the regular stamp Issues 
and varieties. The listing of the souvenir Items 
Includes only those which were Issued with 
genuine postage stamps Included. Prices are 
given for both Cello-paqs and souvenir items. 

Printing and Illustrations are well done, as 
was the case for earlier releases In this series. 
Whether or not there is sufficient Interest In 
these subjects to justify the costs Is another 
question. 

THE NOVA SCOTIA POST- ITS OFFICES, 
MASTERS AND MARKS 17~1887; J.J. Mec
Doneld, Ph.D; Unltl'llde Preas, Toronto, 1985. 
Herd cover, 298 pp, $29.95. 

This book is not only a fine work of postal 
history, It Is also, especially In the early 
chapters, a good read! The author has set out 
to build on the work of Jephcott, Green and 
Young, Robson Lowe and Frank W. campbell, 
by listing and Illustrating all known Nova 
Scotia pre·Confederation postal markings In 
one volume - something not previously done. 

Not content to stop there, he also gives us 
a solid history of development of the postal 
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system In Nova Scotia. Earliest known letters 
are listed, with one being illustrated and two 
transcribed In the text. Even a receipt for pay· 
ment for conveying mail, in 1769, from Halifax 
to Island St. John (PEl) Is illustrated. 

The fun begins when the story gets Into 
the politics of the early post office. Transcrib
ed letters and text describe how, very often, 
Postmasters and Way Office Keepers were ap
pointed - or removed - only on the basis of 
their party loyalties. Footnotes are provided at 
the end of each chapter, instead of some place 
at the back of the book, making extra informa· 
tion readily available to add to the story. 

After listing the first post offices - those 
established up until Confederation In 1867 -
and their masters, the different types of 
postmarks are classified, listed and clearly 
Illustrated. Where available, post mark proof or 
shipment date Information Is given. Ship 
marks, handstamped rate marks, 'Free' nota· 
tlons and delivery explanation markings, 
among others, are Included. One section Is 
devoted to what must be the earliest known 
'Emergency' cancelling device to appear In 
British North America. 

In the first Appendix, each of the first post 
towns are described in a brief sketch which 
also gives the population in the period, the 
post office opening date, and the first 
master(s). Reference numbers to the illustra
tions of the marks known to have been used in 
that place are also given. Appendix II rates the 
rarer markings according to the numbers 
known to exist. 

Q,mplalnts about this volume are minor. 
Proofreading was not rigorous. While an 
alphabetical Index would normally be ex· 
pected In a work of this size, the listing of the 
contents of each chapter will, with a little 
searching, supply needed directions. 

Dr. MacDonald Is to be commended on a 
very fine addition to the bibliographies of both 
BNA philately and Nova Scotia history. 

FOR NOVICE COLLECTORS 

USBORNE GUIDE TO STAMPS AND STAMP 
COLLECTING: Judy Allen; Uabome Publishing 
Ltd., London, England, 1981. (Published In 
C.n.da by Hayes Publishing Co., Burlington, 
ON; In the USA by Hayes Books, Tulsa, OK). 
Soft cuv.r, 32 pp, $4.95. 

The basics of philately are well covered In 

this short book. How to start a collection, 
mounting and arranging, types of stamps, 
errors, thematic collecting, postmarks and 
printing are among the main topics described 
in short, sharp notes. 

The section on handling and studying 
stamps is a good example of how a picture can 
be worth a thousand words. The steps in soak
ing stamps, the use of perforation and position 
guages, colour guides, watermark fluid, 
envelope and stockbook storage are all shown. 
But that Isn't all-legends arrowed to a 3" x 5" 
reproduction of a stamp are used to show the 
reader the most Important terms used in rela· 
tion to a stamp. All of this is done in only two 
pages. 

It is hard to believe that anyone could 
touch so many philatelic bases In only 32 
pages. The fact that it is all beautifully laid out 
in full colour is even more remarkable. 

PHILATELIC CALENDAR 

COLLECTING STAMPS 1985; full colour calen
dar, Tide-mark Press, P.O. Box 813, Hartford, 
CT 06142. $7.95 US. 

The colour plates opposite the monthly 
calendars show stamps or covers on a dif
ferent theme, ranging from New Year's 
through flight to first stamps of different coun
tries. The photos are well done, and many dif
ferent countries are represented. 

On the calendar side, each numbered 
square carries an historical note, many of 
them dealing with a philatelic event which oc
curred on that day in history. 

While it is obviously too late for a 1985 
calendar, there remains ample time for 1986's 
for those interested. 

MINT CANADA 
PRE-WAR 
Specializing in 
ADMIRALS 

and 
19th CENTURY COVERS 

LESLIE GRAY 
2250 CHANCERY LANE 
OAKVILLE ONTARIO 

L&J &A3 

BNAPS CSDA RPSC 
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IIJ Revenue Study Group 
Editor: Ian McTaggart.Cowan 

Canada Electric Light Inspection Stamps 
ELECTRIC LIGHT INSPECTION: 

By 1894 the use of electricity had reached 
a level where there was a need to establish and 
enforce standards of measurement and safe· 
ty. An Act establishing the authority became 
law on 23 July 1894, and a 6Chedule of fees was 
included. 

The first series of Electricity Stamps (van 
Dam f's 1·7) was Issued in 1895. Patterned 
after the 1875 Gas Issue, they are red In colour 
and have blue control numbers. 

The second series Is said by Bond (1949) 
to have begun In 1900 with the appearance of 3 
values (~5¢. 50¢ and $1) In a new design. 
Slssons 1969 catalogue first referred to the 
'portrait' on these stamps as Victoria, which it 
Is not. (Fig. 1) French, In his catalogue, referred 
to It as "La Csnadienne crowned with a 
chaplet of electric lamps", which Is a better 
description. It was Intended to depict an 
allegory of electric light In the same way that 
many law stamps bear an allegory of 'Justice'. 
The background of each value Is different. 
These stamps were also printed In red, but the 
values - 60$, 75$, $2, $3 and $10 - have the 
number panels white. 

It Is most difficult to distinguish blue from 
purple Ink used In applying the control 
numbers where the number panel is red. This 
applies to the three values stated above to 
have been Issued In 1900. I have not seen a 
dated copy of any of these values used before 
1917. The earlle~t copy I have Is a 75$ dated 
1911, with purple controls. By 1917 the entire 
series (25$ to $10) had been produced by the 
American Bank Note Co. with purple control 
numbers. In 1917, also, the 25¢ (FG9) was pro
duced In carmine by the British American Bank 
Note Co. using a plate loaned to them by the 
A.B.N. Co. 

In 1923 five values (75¢, $2, $3,$5 and $10) 
were Issued with blue controls. The general 
Issue was on thin paper, but Bond lists the 75¢ 
and $3 on thick soft paper. I have not seen 
them on thick paper; they are probably scarce. 

1. '1900' Series - 'La Canadlenne' 

2. 1930 Series 
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ELECTRICITY AND GAS INSPECTION: 

The two separate series for Gas lnspec· 
lion and Electric Light Inspection were replac· 
ed In 1930 and 1935 by a new series of 11 
stamps engraved by the Canadian Bank Note 
Company. Four values are In blue and seven in 
vermillion. They are all of the same design and 

COLLECTIONS 
Disposing of collections to the best 
lldventege can sometimes become a 
complex problem. I have t 'la experience 
and reedy access to the best markets for 
any type of collection. This includes the 
International British market as Canadian 
Agent for Chr istie's Robson Lowe 
Limited of London, England. 

Box f.S, Station 0, 
M<4T 2L7 

Toronto, Canada 
(<416)<489 . <4683 

bear the portrait of George V. Control numbers 
are blue. The vermillion stamps were Intended 
for electrical inspection, the blue for gas in· 
spectlon. Even after the issuance of this series 
the older stamps continued in use for some 
years. I have copies of the $10gas stamp, FG 1 
29, dated to 1934. 

POSTAL HISTORY 
AND OTHER FINE CANADA 

are always featured in my 
PUBLIC AUCTIONS 

Free copy available on request. 

John Sheffield 
P.O. Box 3 171, Stn. A, 

London, Ontario, Canada, N6A 4J4 

BNAPS= THE BUSINESS SIDE 

PRESIDENT 
PAST PRESIOENT 
VICE PRESIIlENT 

2nd VICE PRESIDENT 
TREASURER 
SECRETARY 

BNAPS ELECTED OFFICERS 

EXECUTIVE 

Edward J. Whiting, 25 Kings Circle, Malvern, PA 19355 
Michael Dicketts, 61 Alwington Ave., Kingston, Ont. K7L 4R4 
C. Ronald McGuire, National Postal Museum, 180 Wellington St., 
Ottawa, Ont. K 1 A 1 C6 
Dr. Robert V.C. Carr, 117 Robin Hood Way, Youngstown,OH 44511 
Marva A. Paige, P.O. Box 6688, Chesapeake VA 23323 
Earle L. Covert M.D., P.O. Box 1070, Hay River, NWT XOE ORO 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
Tan sittings: Five elec:ted In the even numbered years for four years terms 

Serving until Dec. 31 , 1986 Serving until Dec. 31, 1988 
Allan L . St einhart (Chairmat1) Gary Lyon 

E. A . Harris John Siverts David McKain William Robinson 
Robert H. Pratt Jack Wallace William Pawluk Clarence A. Stillions 

COMMITTEES AND APPOINTED OFFICERS 

MEMBERSHIP· Chairman : Norm Brassier HISTORIAN : Edward J. Whiting 
CONVENTIONS: Chairman: C. Ronald McGuire SNA TOPICS: SM Page 2 
HANDBOOKS : Chairman: Allan L. Steinhart ASS'T SECRETARY : John Graper 
SALES CIRCUIT: Manager: A. H. Jamieson, P.O. Box 2, Sta. A ., islington, Ontario M9A 4X1 
BOOK DEPARTMENT: Manager: Dave Clare, P.O. Box 1082, Oakville, Ontario L6J 5E9 
LIBRARY : Don Makinen, RT. 2, Box 38, FreeportTX 77541 
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FroJ!I the Secretary 
EARLE L. COVERT M.D. 

P.O. BOX 1070 
HAY RIVER, NWT 
CANADA XOE ORO 

Members are asked to note that two SIGNATURES on an application for 
membership hastens approval of new applications 

REPORT DATE: 1 August 1985 
APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 

Objections MUST be filed with the Secretary IMMEDIATELY upon publication 

4453 BLANCHARD, Frederick G., 3004 Piper Drive, New Port Richey, FL 33553 
C Canada, Mint and Used. Coils 
Proposed by H.W. Brice 3425 

4454 McGREGOR, Chris, 808-1550 Alberni St., Vancouver, BC V6G 1A5 
C Eastern Arctic. Duplex Hammers. Canada before 1950 
Proposed by W.G. Robinson L-2982, seconded by G.H. Churley L-2848 

4455 WARR, Bertram C.J. Jr., c/o Warr's Pharmacy Ltd., Happy Valley, NF AOP 1 EO 
C Newfoundland, Mint - Airmails. Canada and Provinces. First Flight Covers 
Proposed by Gary Lyon 2918, seconded by John M. Walsh 3499 

4456 STURUP, Svend, 195 Poplar Plains Road, Toronto, ON M4V 2N3 
C Small Queens. Proofs and Essays. Forgeries and Counterfeits 
Proposed by E.H. Wright L-3898 

4457 . GABIAN, Walter I., 550 Scarboro Golf Club Road, Apt. 218, Scarboro, ON M1G 1 H6 
C ·canada, Newfoundland and Provinces 
Proposed by Secretary 

4458 BABCOCK, Vera, P.O. Box 433, Stn. A, Hamilton, ON L8N 3H8 
C Canada Mint. Trains 
Proposed by Mike Street 3848, seconded by Kathy Ward 4331 

4459 NASH, Jay A., 1912 Canterbury, Irving, TX 75062 
C Canada and Newfoundland 
Proposed by Harry F. Dingenthal 3602, seconded by Martin Hollenbeck 3968 

4460 BURRELL, Basil S., 911 Huckleberry Lane, Glenview, IL 60025 

4431 
4443 
4445 
4446 

C Canada: FOC, Precancels, Perfins, Revenues, Airmails, Semi Officals and 
Literature 
Proposed by Charles G. Firby 2664 

NEW MEMBERS 

BARRETIE, Roger A. 
BROWELL, E.G. 
STOREY, Harry J. 
BLEULER, Gordon G. 

4447 
4448 
4450 
4452 

PALLEN, Mrs. Anne 
COOL, Marcel D. 
TERRY, Robert M. 
GRIERSON, A. Clark 

APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP PENDING 

Applications previously published and awaiting the concurrence of the Membership Committee 

4422 
4426 
4427 
4433 
44Z5 
4437 

NESSEL, lngo G. 
POULIN, Michel 
FORBES, Harold M. Jr. 
O'CONNOR, Mary L. 
KOHL, Philip H. 
JONES, Gary D. 

4438 
4439 
4441 
4444 
4449 
4451 

DANARD, Barry C. 
GIGUERE, Andre M. 
BOUCHER, Jean-Louis 
LAFORCE, Walter P. 
LARSEN, Layne A. 
DAULT, Michael C. 
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APPLICATION WITHDRAWN 

4399 STEVENSON, Peter Gregory 

DECEASED 

1929 AVERILL, J.E., ON 
1357 BRANDOM, Lee W., TX 

CHANGES/CORRECTIONS OF ADDRESS 

Notice of change MUST BE SENT TO THE SECRETARY- Any other office causes delay 

3309 DALPE, Jean-Guy, 352 Roy-Audy, Bouchervllle, PO J4B 1C8 
4299 BRACKEN, Richard G., 15 Regency Court, Kingston, ON K7K 6G1 
2805 SPENCER, Keith A., 5005 Whltemud Road, Edmonton, AB T6H 5L2 
3498 STEELE, Mike, 4 Golfview Cres., London, ON NSC 5J7 
3371 THOMSON, V.R., 8958 Adoke Valley Ct., Elk Grove, CA 95624 
4425 BRACONNIER, Mike J., Box 572, Bathurst, NB E2A 3Z4 
L2859 Me GUIRE, C.R., Box 15881, Station F, Ottawa, ON K2C 3S8 
4337 PERKINS, Clive M., Priory Gate, Friars Street, Sudbury, Suffolk, C010 6AG, England 
4016 PEOPLES, Dennis, 763 E. 93rd Or., Apt. E, lndlanpolis, IN 46240 

MEMBERSHIP SUMMARY 

Total Membership as of 1 June 1985 
New Members added as of 1 August 1985 
Deceased 
Total Membership as of 1 August 1985 

Applications Pending 
New Applications 

ADVERTISING RATES 

Effective 1 January, 1984 
Outside Back Cover .... ..• •..••. . . .. ... ••.•... 
Inside Covers (front or back) •.•.•...•••..... .. .•. 
Full page • • ••... · · · • • · • · · · · · · · · • • • · · · · · · • • · 
Half page .••••••.. · • · · • · • · • · · · · · · · • · · • · · · · · 
Quarter page ......••••......•••..••..• , .•..• 
Eighth page ..•••....... · . • • · · · · · · · · · · • · · · · · 
Specified pages (when possible) •...•..••...... ...• 

1411 
9 
2 

1418 

11 
8 

one-time six consecutive 
insertion insertions 

900.00 
600.00 

90.00 450.00 
60.00 300.00 
35.00 175.00 
25.00 125.00 

25% Extra 

features BNA POSTAL HISTORY 
STAMPS, FREAKS, VARIETIES 

I Send for FREE copy of our deluxe Auction Catalog. I 
(604) S42·5169 

n7} / ,-.. J ( £? P .0. Box 937. Vernon. BC. 
,:;7lc¥Jelr c_..W. cZ,ee Canada m &Ma ~--·-"-
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENlS 
RATES: 26 words for $3.00. 1~ per extra wotd. Discount of 25" for 4 or n--. consecutive 

iOMrts of the -• ad. Full peyment must accompany ad copy. Copy and cheque or 
money order, paylble to SNAPS, sttould be sent to the Advertising Manapr: Dew Dixon, 
P.O. Box 1082, Oakville, Ont. Canada L6J 5E9. 

Receipt of odverfili• copy dou not conmrute ac:c:eptanoliJ. 

FOR SALE 

BOOKLETS • complete and exploded, Panes • 
mint and used; from the author of the new 
Standard Catalogue of Canadian Book· 
lets. Also complete, part panes and singles 
mint, used and on covers. Bill McCann, 
170 Dixon Rd., Weston, Ont. M9P 2LB. 

CANADIAN PRECANCELS. Getting Scarcer! 
50 different $5.00. Hundred $12.50. Mls· 
stan mix plus. $12.50 pound. Postcard· 
cOYer auction list free. Keltic, Box 159, 
McAdam, N.B. EOH 1KO. 

ACCURATELY GRADED Canadian & New
foundland singles available on appmval. 
Many extras, Including personal approach 
and free postage. Write to Bob Ingraham, 
Box 911, Prince George, B.C. V2L 4T7. 

CANADIAN SEMI-OFFICIAL AirMail stamps 
and covers; government issues C1 to C9, 
singles, plates, First Day Cover, First 
Flight Covers. Newfoundland Air Mail 
stamps and covers. Ray Simrak, P.O. Box 
56, Maldstone, Ont. NOR 1 KO. 

BREAKING UP MINT CANADA collection and 
stock. VIctoria to present. 3A off Special
ized. Send your want list, I'll return quote 
& condition. Orest Kowal, Box 40, Crook· 
ed River, 5ask. SOE ORO. 

CANADA & NEWFOUNDLAND price list, free, 
to serious adults. Mint, used, singles, 
plate blocks, coils, booklets, panes, tagg
ed or will quote your want list. Philip 
Horowitz, Box 4117, Sunnyside, NY 11104. 

EARLY PICTURE POSTCARDS BOUGHT and 
sold. Enhance your Canada, Germany 
Postal History collection with hometown 
views, events. Send want list. Joy 
Stamps, P.O. Box 2394, Kitchener, 
Ontario N2H 6M3. 

FOR SALI 

MINT SPECIAL ORDER Postal Stationery 
Envelopes. ~ Cameo EN548-20 $5.50, 
6¢ Centennial EN557·10 $20.00, 6¢ 
EN563-10 Tara $2.50, Ort~ngeYIIIe $2.50, 
EN563-25 $2.50, pointed flap $3.50, H. 
Kahlmeier, P.O. Box 2394, Kitchener, 
Ontario N2H 6M3. 

SQUARED CIRCLES on stamp and cover; over 
200 individually priced Items. Gary Ar· 
nold, 5509 E. St. Joe Hwy., Grand Ledge, 
Ml48837. 

WANTE D 

STONEY CREEK CANCELLATIONS, on COYer, 
card or stamp. Also picture postcards. 
Will buy/trade. Kathy Ward, 11 Rose 
Cres., Stoney Cree«, ON L8G ~. 

ANCASTER CANCELLATIONS on cover/card. 
Need split rings, corks, special markings 
and sutrofflces. Will buy/trade. Mike 
Street, Box 7230, Ancaster, Ont. L9G 3N6. 

1935-42 COVERS with Dated Dies or Mufti 
Issue. Will buy/trade. Please write first or 
photocopy. Gary Steele, 137 Taranaki Or., 
Dartmouth, N.S. ~ 4X3. 

WANTED EARLY POSTCARDS, COVERS 
Postmarked from Ayr, Baden, Bamberg, 
Blair, Bloomingdale, Breslau, Bridgeport, 
Conestoga, Crosshill, Ooon, Floradale, 
Hawkesville, Heidelberg, Linwood, Man
nheim, Maryhill, New Dundee, New Ham· 
burg, New Germany, Petersburg, Philips
burg, Roseville, St. Agatha, St. Clements, 
St. Jacobs, Wellesley, West Montrose, 
Winterbourne. Joy Stamps, P.O. Box 
2394. Kitchener, Ontario N2H 6M3. 
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WANTED: MINT CANADIAN AT FACE value. 
Bloeks of 4 or larger- pre 1960. Send list 
to J.A. Forbes, Jr., P.O. Box 2010, Dart
mouth, N.S. B2W 3X8. 

POSTAL HISTORY COVERS with 1897 Dia
mond Jubilee stamps-overseas destina
tions-combinations with other stamps . 
-Jubilee Post Cards with oversees 
destinations. Howard Twichell, 7334 
Whispering Pines, Dallas, Texas 75248. 

CANADA AND NEWFOUNDLAND POSTAL 
GUIDES - all periods. Highest prices 
paid. Dave Dixon, P.O. Box 1082, Oakville, 
Ont. L6J 5E9. 

1946·53 COVERS WITH PEACE ISSUE stamps 
(268-73, C9, E11 , CE 3-4), particularly 
overseas use. Will buy/trade. Mike Street, 
Box 7230, Ancaster, Ont. L9G 3N6. 

SECRETARY, MILITIA COUNCIL return 
address covers with or without enclosure. 
Official stationery with OHMS pertln, and 
private perfin covers. Send photocopy 
with price wanted. Jon Johnson, Box 
6118, Stn. D, Calgary, AB. T2P 2C7. 

MONTREAL NUMERAL and letter duplex 
cancellat ions on cover & card on the Ad
miral Issue. A. Bayes, Box 86456, N. Van· 
couver, B.C. V7L 4L 1. 

MUDDY SASKATCHEWAN- Send Keith your 

Alberta but save you SASK. Territorial 
material, 1905 and earlier, for Jeffrey 
Switt, 3962 Belford, Fort Worth, TX 76103 
USA 

2 RING NUMERAL CANCELLATIONS on 
stamp and/or covers wanted for private 
collection. Must be clear, readable 
strikes. Please send details of what you 
have to offer, (photocopy if possible) and 
asking price to John Sheffield, P.O. Box 
3171, Stn. A, London, Ontario, N6A 4J4. 

LONDON, ONTARIO illustrated advertising 
covers wanted for private collection. In· 
terested in pre-1920. Please send details 
of what you have to offer (photocopy if 
possible) to John Sheffield, P.O. Box 
3171, Stn. A, London, Ontario, N6A 4J4. 

RE-ENTRIES- CANADIAN & PROVINCIAL 
Interested in all issues although I favour 
small Queens, Maple Leaves, Numerals 
and Edwards. Also require photocopies 
of re-entry - related literature, plating 
studies, etc. For personal library. Please 
send with asking prices or write: Ralph E. 

Trimble, P.O. Box 532, Stn. 'A', Scar
borough, Ontario M 1 K 5C3. 

IXCMAMel 

BRITISH COMMONWEALTH ESTABLISHED 
exchange club, emphasizing CAN/BNA, 
seeks limited number of additional mem
bers. Write Chas. C. Cummings, RR6, 
Guelph, Ontario N 1 H 6J3. 

WWII CANAD IAN FPO covers. Have good . 
quantity surplus FPO numbers and unit 
cacheted covers to trade for similar. Kim 
Dodwell, Middlehouse, Cruckmeole, 
Hanwood, Shrewsbury, England SY5 SJN. 

KLUSSENDORF CANCELS - Will TRADE 
BC for rest of Canada, #8 for #8 and #10 
for #10. B.C. Plain, 230 Robson Rd. W., 
Kelowna, B.C. V1 X 3C8. 

3 CENT JUBILEE SQUARED CIRCLE clear· 
ance. Would like to exchange my dup
licates such as Maccan, Northport, Pem· 
broke, etc. for similar material. A . A. 
Shaman, Box 103, Kitchener; Ont. N2G 3W9. 

AUCTIONS 

PUBLIC AUCTIONS 
Singles· Sets · Postal History 
Collections· Wholesale Lots 

World Wide but Featuring CANADA 
JIM A . HENNOK L TO. Est. 1952 

185 Queen St. East· Toronto 
Canada M5C 1S2 • (416) 363-7757 

YOUR CLASSIFIED AD 
COULD BE IN THIS SPACE 

Contact the Advertising Manager 

CANADA REVENUES 
Bought & Sold. Wantlists invited 

Regular mail bid auctions and fully 
illustrated pricelists, sample copy 25¢ 

1984 Canada revenue catalog $7 .50 

2 Volume Canada revenue album $74.95 

E. S. J. van Dam Ltd. 
P.O. Box 300 

Bridgenorth, Ontario, Canada 
KOL1HO 
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1924- 1985 
FOR OVER SIXTY YEARS THE NAME 

MARESCH 
HAS BEEN KNOWN FOR 

QUALITY AND INTEGRITY 

THERE IS A LWAYS A PUBLIC AUCTION 
WITH STRENGTH IN CANADA AND PRO
VINCES, EITHER IN PREPARATIOr~ OR 
TAKING PLACE SOON. WE WOULD BE 
DELIGHTED TO SEND YOU A SAMPLE 
CATALOGUE, OR DISCUSS SELLING 
YOUR TREASURES IN ONE OF OUR 

SALE$ 

r. rna reach & son ~~::aPS 
.. NCII18114 

330 BAY ST., 6TE.703 o TORONT'O. CANADA MI!IH 288 • .A181363·7777 



AWARD WINNING SMALL QUEENS! 
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FROM ONE OF CANADA'S MOST PROMINENT 
COLLECTORS. SELLING AT PUBLIC AUCTION 

DON'T MISS OUT! 

J .N. SISSONS INC. 
NEW ADDRESS: Toronto Eaton Centre 

Galleria Offices, 1st Floor 
Suite 119, Box 513 
220 Y onge Street 
Toronto, Ontario 

M5B 2H1 
Telephone (416) 595-9800 




