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THE HOLMES HANDBOOK AND 
CATALOGUE OF CANADA AND B. N. A. 

18 NOW OUT OF TH·E BINDER'S HANDS AND DELIVERIES HAVE BEEN 
M~DE 

There Are • Very Few Copiee That Some Collecto,.. Will Not 
Be Taking Up 

Th .. e Will Be Sold, While They Laet At 

$5.25 Poetpaid - N. Y. Funde 

Tble Is the Most Complete Book on These Subjects Ever Issued. 

No Collector of B. N. A. Should Be Without It. 

With the ExcepUon of t~- Above F ew Coplell, t he Entire Edition 111 Sub
acrlbed ll'or and If Any Subscriber Who Hu One That He would Care To Sell 
Back To Ue, Pleaee Write Ue To-day. 

VICTORIA STAMP CO. 
LONDON 40, ONTARIO, CANADA. 



20th Century Newfoundland Bisects 
by Dan Mayaraon 

In the Octob(ll' Issue of "Toi)ICif ' I discussed at length the bleects that wet·e 
usecl on August :!6, 1902, to prepu)• letters sent via the Conception Bay TraveJIIng 
Post Office to Avondale. The stamps used at that time were the 2c Cabot #62, 
the Gc Cabot #66, and t he 2c King Edward #82. This use of bl~ects stampe was 
not the only evidence of this pmtlce to turn up dut•lng the past 44 years, I have 
tha·;;e other covers with bisected stamps In my collection and 1 Imagine that 
several others may and probably do exist. 

In the case of the covers bearing bisects that I am referring to, each of the 
covoa·s bears the correct amount of potrtage that Is necessary to do postal duty. 
1 am not referring to any wvera that may beur bisected atnmps In excess of the 
<·uaa·<.-ct postal rate. 

Subsequent to 1902 the first evidence of a bisect Is found on a cover posted 
at Harbor Main, Newfoundland on May 25, 1913 and addreaaed to Barrington, 
Jlllnols. The atRmp used Ia the 4c violet #85, arid it 111 bisected ver tically to make 
the 2c rate. The covea· bearll the left vertical half of the stamp beautifully tied 
over the cut bY the circular Harboa· Main cancellation, It wall backetamped uJ)'On 
t"e<'elpt at Barrington, mtnols on May 30. 1918, 41!hough I can find no record 
ot the IUlthlzation for t he u11e of this bisect. lt'a uae may have had official llanC
tlon since It bears the correct rate of 2c, a nd It served to do postal duty between 
Newfoundland and the United States as evidenced bY the postmarks. 

\oVe then have u lapse df 24 year11 before we have our next Newfoundland 
hlsect and th.is one seems to have some legal right tor existence. Boggs In his 
hook on Newfoundland says, "The bisected 2c were used at various poet offices 
hy consent of the P~>stm!lster Oenerol for ulle on envelopes containing- Christmas 
Cards for delivery within the town or settlement or mailing. All are t>ostmarkec1 
lAc. !!4, 1937." 

1'he cover In my collection franked by n bisect of this deocrlptlon bea.l's the 
rl!-!ht diag-onal half or the 2c King O'eorge V #'186, tied by a circular postmark 
'rpm (":o.nlin~ dated Dec. 24, 1937. It Is addressed to Corner Rrook. According to 
tlo\fgs # 186 was not the only stamp used for bisecting at thle time. h e a lso ll '!tR 
the use ot the 2c Coronation on the same date. In the cn11e ot this stamp how
ever he Jlstll ver tical and diagonal bisects as being used to frank letters on that 
!lnte. Thill Is rendlly understa ndable since thle bisecting wa11 done at several 
post offices a nd tor that reason couldn' t be expected to be uniform In result. 

The last Instance or a bisect that r have a ny record of wae used during 1988. 
Agonln as In the case of the 1918 bisect r can find no tn11tance ot Its use being 
authorized by the proper auth orltlell. However It too eerved to properly prepay 
the postage between the point of origin and the ultimate destination. 

In this C'a&e the cover frunked by the 3c red brown #174 and the left dlng
onal half of the 2c Coronation #230, to make t he 4c rate was pasted at Clarke'• 
Be.tch on March 3, 1938 and the stamps In question a re tied with a violet rec
l:\'11(ulat· pol;tmark. The letter Is uddr~esecl to Granville F erry, Nova Scotia.. and 
the llOstaKe rate le correct. 

There are probnhly man•t mnt·e Instances of bisects used durin%' the 20th 
centut·y nnd I woulc\ be lntereste(l In hearing abou t them ta·om nny of out· mem
l •~>rs. T woulc\ also lll<e to have fm·ther recorda of the towns thut used the hlse •t 
un Dec. :?4, 1937 to deJiver C"hrl11tmas Cards. 

T HAN KS T O TWENTY 

fot• that Gc Ail· nouklet Pane, top stamp canceled fo'a·anklln, middle Delano and 
bottom Roosevel t. All are towns In Minnesota, Twenty's home state. 

BUY WAR BONDS-- BUY WAR STAMPS 



BNA TOPICS 
Published monthly by and t or membera of the Br1Ueh North America Phlla

tellc Boclet)t. 

DI.SPLAY AD RATES (EXCEPT COVERS) 
1 IneerUon 

Full pus;e . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . • . . $6 .50 
~ Page . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . 8 .60 
% Page .. .. . . . . . . . .. . .... .. .. . . . .. .. 1 . 76 

e In~~erUone 
$5.00 
2.76 
1.60 

Payable In advance. Send copy to the editor before 16th of mon th f or following 
month'• pitbllcatlon. 

OFFICERS 
Pres.: W. R. Hoffrr.an, 77-18 !15 Ave .. Ozone Park. N. Y. 

Vl<'e Pres.: J . R. narraclough, 454 Mt. Stephen Ave .. Wet~tmount,. Que 
Sec.: Jack Levine, 510 L iberty Ave., Brooklyn 7. N. Y. 

Treas.: W. C. Peterman. 80 C ranberry St .• Brooklyn 2. N. Y. 
Editor: Harold R.' Meyer6. 101 W . 60 St .. New York 23, N. Y. 

Change of Meeting P lace 

F.ffecttve February, t he New Yor k mem bers will meet nt The Colle<'tor's 
Cluh. 22 E. 35th st .. on the first Tuesday of the mont h . 

TH E SAL·E S CIRCUIT 

Ia ~olng places, hut we need more material. eappclnlly Newfounlllnnd. How s hout 
your dupllrolea? Will you put them to use? 

Report of the Secretory 
NEW .MEMBERS 

132 Barraclough , Dr. W . W .• 28 Chaplin Crescen t. Toron to, Ontario. Cnnndn 
138 Ferguson , J. Douglas, Box 180. R O<'k Island, Quebec. Canada 
134 Heenan, Robert M., 36 Manor Road W .. Toronto 12, Ontario, Cllnuda 
136 Llverlght. Frank 1., Hillsdale, N. J. 
136 Reford, Dr. Lewis L., 660 St. Catherine Street W ., Montreal, P. Q .. Canada 
137 Roper, Comm. John B .. 650 P iccadilly Avenue, Ottawa, Ontario, canad11 
138 Stagg, A. C., 622 Orchtu:d Avenue. Lexington 35. K entucky 

APPLICATI ONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 
Andersen, P eter r .. 92 Hawthorne St., Brooklyn 26, N. Y. (Coli ) CAN, N F'D. 

Scandnnavlnn, U . s .. Cuba. By W. R. Hotcmann. No. 10. 
Bat·tlett, Dr. L. s., 116 Delawnr·e Ave .. Hamilton, Ont., Can .. (Deal-Coli ) B . N. A. 

By C h ris H. Codden. :~ o. 2G. 
Bayley, WalterS .. 48 Roselawn Ave .. T oronto 12, Ont .. Can .. (Coll) (f!X) CAN 

A •o, B. BK, BP, CO, PE. R, S, V. By J. Levine No. 1. 
Campbell, Frank W .. 1112 Plnehuret. Route 5. Royal Oak. Mich .. (Coli) CAN

P recancels, Stampleas Covers. 1912 Issue. Pol'ltal History. By R. J. Du ncan, 
No. 37. 

DeLisle, Ivan J ., 1891 London St., W .. w :lndsor. Ont., Can .. (Coli) C AN-PostnA"e. 
S ta mpless Cover6. By Ian S. Baln, N o. 19. 

J..umson. Lt. Roger w .. . 74 Ple~tsant St., Stoneham 80, Mass .• (Coli) N 1:-D, except 
Airm ails. By H . R. Meyers. No. 9. 

Lee, E nl'llgn Cheater Ernest. Navy #221, F. P. 0., New York, N. Y. (Coil) NFD 
-Postage, mint and used. s ingles & blockA. varieties. By H. n. Meyet·R, 
No.9. 

LeAlie, Lloyd, 636 12t.h Ave., N. E .. St. Petersburg, Fla., (Coil ) BN A, <'overs. F'lr11l 
Day & old. U . S. By H. R. M·eyers. No. 9. 

'Rec-k. Samuel E .. P. o. Bx 121, Rkylan d, N. C. (Deal.-Coll.) Can. & U. S. Rev. 



The Election Returns 
The Committee on Elections has completed th e ir count of t he votes cast 

for the candidates for office for the years 1945-1947, a nd s ubmits the following 
t·eport of the r esults: 
131 official ballots wet·e distributed and, 72 ballots. wet·e voted a nd returned. 

PHl~S I DF.:-;T; WAI,TEH n. HOFFMAN .................. 71 
V ICE-PRBS IDE:N'f: ,J. R . BARHACLOUGH .....••....... 50 

VI' . COL. J OHN':-;. O'MEARA .... ! .............. .... 19 
THJ•;ASlJRER: ·wrLt ,JAM C. PE:TERMAN .. ... .. . . ... .... 68 
SECH.E'l'ARY: JACK LEVINE .... .... . . . ......• .. .... . . . . 69 
BD. OJ" GOV'NORl'i: 1-,. WALTER POLLOCK ... . .... . ... . . 61 

,. HAHOLD R. MEYERS .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . . 65 
Nf~LRON S. BOND • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . 47 
DANIEL C. MF.:YERSON .. . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . 45 
A. K. GRIMMER ... . .. .. . ••. .. .. .. . . . .. . ... . . .. . . ... 42 
F . H . ODELL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . 41 
IAN C. MORGAN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . • . . . . . 37 
WALTER V . BEDELL ....... ... ... . .............. 35 
C. B. D. GARRETT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38-
ARTHUR B. MOLL ... . . .. .. .... ...... ............. 24 
EARL B. FORNEY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19 
C f-T ARLES R SOHN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . • 19 
R . C. HUNTER ... ........ ... . . . . ....... : . . . . • . • . . . 17 

S T\. NED: J. Levine. \V. C. Petet·man, Walter J . Tokarski 
' 

That Map Stamp Again 
by F. Walter P ollock 

Last month. after cot·t·ecUng the h t- llef of long standing that this stamp had 
been produced by lithograph y, whereal< the colors were actually applied typogra• 
phically . we quoted f t·om an offil'ial cour~<e. describing the order In which the 
colors were printed. :m d the physical mal<e-up or the e lectrotype plates. 

Again that old and per·ennial Iconoclast. Steve Rich. demurred on both Is
sues. He questioned the order of the colors (blue, red, black) both theore tically 
and practically, ll. prio ri a nd a posteriori. He argued "that the noma! procedure \ 
Is to print the blacl< p(l.J't first .... for two reasons. One Is that the carbon black 
pigment used for llne-en~ravers' black ll}k does not run o r b lu r even slightly 
If any moisture comes In contac t wllh the paper during further printings. The 
othet· is that with the lnrgt>R t design. or la rgest portion of the design, printed 
fh·st, the wastage through spoiling when getting th e register of the various color 
Impressions adjusted on the running, is m u.tel'ially lessened." He then examined 
off-registered or over-lapped copies, ropot·tlng the o t·der to be black. blue. red. 

Subsequently. h owever·. we recelverl a letter from Fred J a rre tt, he o! Stan
dard B. N. A. Catalogue fan1e, which supports Mr. Rich's theory as to why the 
black must have come first, but oth erwise It Is established beyond question 
that t he red w as applied after the black, but before the blue. For Mr. Jarre tt bas 
In his possession, a ho lograph letter written on the stationery of the office of 
the Private Secretary to the Postmaster General, to whic h a re affixed , with ex
planatory eaptiOJlS, s uccessive color proofs (Imperforate) sh owing first. the 
black of t he en~raved, recess-p•·inten des ign. secondly the black plus the red 
uf the British Empire. a nd thirdly the black a nd the red plus the blue of the 
1oceans. This Ite m. undonht.etlly c-ontemporary. must necessarily be considered 
as lndlsptlta ble ancl fi nal evide nce. (And T do h o ve that no one wlll now start 
a t·gulng wit h me over· the chemical a n alysis of .the Inks used.) 

As to the make-up of thE' p lates, we ha ve some Inte resting comments from 
Mr. Rich a n d also from Fr·ank Campbell. Firstly. I doubt whether the official 
statement was Intended to Imply thnt a zinc plate, copper-plated, was used; ae 
Mr. Rich points out. "copper Is softE-r than zinc, and Ink adheres juat _as well to 



zinc as to cupper. Thet·e Is no reason In coppet·-vlutlng a zinc etchln~:· 
T he cupper would consist of a. thin shell of that metal, cuJTylng the design 

taken up from the electrotype mold. This shell wuuld be backed UJ), but hardly 
with zinc - mot·e likely with lead, or a lead-antimony alloy. Zinc would most 
rwobably be employed for making the etching of the original design, set·vlng as 
the die from which the mold would IJe funned. 

Canadian Postal. Slogan Cancellations 
by C. B. D. Garrett 

B.C.Mus. - B. C. Muslcul l<'estlval Vancouver, Muy 30 -June 4, 1!127. 
B.C.Mus. (&.) (see lllustra.llons) Vancouver, May 7-12, 1928. 
BAN.A.W.- Banff Alberta Wlntet· l:3ports. Calgary 1925-26 
Ban .H.U. - J:iantr Highland Gathet·lnf.l'. Calgary, Aug. n - l;;e)ol. 23, 1!121! 
Be- K.T. - Be Kind to Animals. Tot·ontu 1932 · 
.Uea. 'W .-· - lleautlfy Winnipeg. Winnipeg - 1938. 
HEC.M.E. - Beck Mem ot·la l Endowment $500,000. Hamilton 1026. 
Ulo.D.W.- Hlood Donors Wanted. Ottuwu, 1944. 
B lo. l>.W. - Blood Donors Wanted. (bilingual) Ottawa, 1944 . 
.l:iur.C.A. - Border Cltle11 Aviallon Meet & Derby. Walker Air Pot·t. Sept. Wind

sor- 1928. 
Bra.D.J. - Branttord's Diamond Jubilee and Old Home Week. Brantford, Aug. 

8 to 14, 1937. 
Bft,A. I.E. - B ranttord Indust. EXJ)OS. June 6-11, Bruntfot·d, 1U28. 
Bro.B.F. - Broadview Boys Fall Fair - TOI'onto Y.M.C.A. 'l.'ot·onto - 1112:1, 11126. 

1927. 
BRO.R.A. - Brockville Reunion - a Week ot Joy. Brockvllle 1925. 
Buy.A.A.- Buy an Apple (date) to Help the Boys. Toronto 1937-8-9 
BuyA.D. - Buy a Dominion Govern ment Annuity - Ask Postmaster etc. 17 

known minor varieties of this slogan exist, which has been In general 
use from 1926 to 1988. 

Buy.A.D.(Billngual) used In Montreal 1926-38, Ottawa 1929-32 and Quehec 1926. 
Buy.B.A. - Buy Build and Work to Reduce Unemployment. Toronto, 1922. 
Buy.C.F. - Buy Canada's ~st Wat· Loan. VIctoria 1940. Winnipeg 1940. 
BuyC.F. (blllng\lal) Used In Montreal 1940. 
Buy.C.S. - Buy Christmas Seals tone ct-oss) London, 1938. 

(a) (two ct•ossel:l) Vancouver 1939-43. 
Buy.C.S.A. - Buy Christmas Seals und Fight Tuberculosll!. (l>!llngual) Mon

treal, 1924-6. 
Buy.C.S.T. - Buy Christmas Seale Tuberculosis. (Bilingul\1) i\lontt·eal '27, 28. 

Trois Rlvteree 1927. 
Buy.V.B. - Buy VIctory Bonds. In ~;eneml use from 1941 to date. l':lght vtu·letles. 
Buy.V.B. (bilingual - Montreal 1943 Quebec 1942. 
Buy.V.B.A. - Buy VIctory Bonds, ,\11 Canada Is your security. 

Nel11on and .Mdntreal, & 'l'uronto 1919. 
Buy.V.B.T. - Buy VIctor y Bond!! to the Limit or Your Ability. 

Halifax, Winnipeg, 1918. 
Buy.W.S. - Buy \Var Suvlng Stumps tLnd Help rtecon!ltrucllon. Edmonton, H.am

llton, New Westminster. Culga1·y & Toronto, Heglnn, l•'t. William, Van
couver. Winnipeg, 1919 

By-.A.F. -By Air fr om Ottawa to Belle Isle - '>!~ -of Shortest Route t o Europe. 
Used In Ottawa 1932. 
While this Is not a "slogan," we Include It us an unusual and lntet·estlng 
Air Mull cancellation. , 

N.H. Many minot· varieties exist In most all s logan cancellations. hence our 
listing of cities In which the slogans wet·e In U!le. as a collecth'n of ull c llleR 
would In most Instances cover most ut the vul'ietles. Uy mlnnr vul'lety we mean 
!!mall differences In measurement or frame. lettct·ll. spacing between lctter·s, and 
relationship bet ween one line o! lette1·lng and the next. 

The corn l)llet• of this list, Mr. Garrett, has kindly consented to furnish TOPICS 
with a complete llstlng of his slo&rnn cancel collection together with ns many 
lllustratlone aa possible. l t will be published set·lally. 
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Canadian Military Postmarks 
by ian C. M organ 

Following aro brier descl'lptlons of the postmarks lllustrated bY the accom
panying Chart 2, All 'Yere used by the pversei.UI l<'orce!!. · 

0-1 'l'hls was used by the Cnnadlan Po~tn l Corps along with British Army 
Postal Markings used In South Africa during the Boer War 1900-1902. 
EarUest date recorded . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 April 1900 
Latest date recorded • ........ , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 Dec. 1900. 

0-2 Used by the Canadians on board ship and In England. There are several 
dies, at least one of which Is a rubber handstamp. 
Earliest recorded date. rubber handstamp . : . ......... so Sep. 1914 
Latest dute rubber handstamp ... ................... 10 Nov. 1914 
Earliest date, Steel Die ....................... : . . . . . . . . Dec., 1914 
La.~est da te, Steel Die . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29 Jan., 1915 

0-3 Used by the Canadian Army In Siberln. during 1918-19. 
0-4 Used by the Canadians In Fmnce In 19i4. The letters RX Indicate It 11 

from a Canadian Railhead. 
0-5 Seen with X, 1, 2. 3, & 4. Used In France. . 
0-6 Seen with RX. RX1, RX2, RX3, RX4, RPl, RP2, RPS, .RP4, RC, RC1,. RC2, 

RC3. RC4 a nd with S 1 etc. These last are st&tlonary poet offices uled at 
permanent camps. It Is hard to decide which are purely Canadian .They 
run !rom S1 to S104, only some of which were used by the Canadian•. 
mostly being numbers below S75. 1, 2, 8, 4 are Base Polt Otttce•. The 
one Illustrated being used at Base 2, Rouen, France. l · - LeHavre, 8 
Boulogne, 4 Calais. No. 55 has also been seen from France In Dec. 1914. 

0-7 Seen at·e HX, OX, DX1 to DX4. TX, TXl to TX4, lX to 12X, DP, DP1 to 
DP4, TP, TPl to TP5, IP to 12P, OG, DC, DC1 to DC4, 'J'C, TC1 to TC4, 
C1 to CIS. 

Numbet·s from 1 to allout 200 were used by both Canadian and Brit
Ish tt·oops. So far I have seen the following used by Canadians - 1 2 9 
17 23 24 2S 43 47 61 70 80 163 154 156 182 184 185 186 187 189 190. These 
were uRed In France, Belgium nnd the Middle East. 

0-8, 9, 10 & 20 ure used by the Canadian Postal Corps In England from 1989 
to date. 

0-11 This machine cancella tion waa In use In Great Britain. SCl, SC2 and sen 
have been seen. A similar marking ft-om SCll reads ARMY-ARMY POST 
OFFICE- sen- date. 

0- t2 Similar markings are used by different Field Post Offlcea on alrgraphs, 
etc. The~· ure rubber handstamps. Have seen DCA5, SC7, SCll, SC10, DC2, 
'l'C'l. THCl. 

0-13 'l'h l'l<e ar<' now in use In England. Italy, Franee, Belgium and Holland. 
I lave !;el'n the followin~: numbet-s - BTCl. DCA4, DCA6, HCl. HC2. SCl 
to SC'1:?. TCI , TC~. TC:l. THCl a nd T HC2. Note that the postal clerk haa 
his number at root of cancellation . 

o-14 Used hy the Canadian f:o~orees In Jamaica during 1941. 
o-1 r, Used on tt'llrHliJOrt em·outo to Hong Kong: 
0 -10 t >sed by Cunnd la n Section of Base l'ost Office In Cent(al ;o.Jedlt. Area. 
O-l7 Hegistmtlon marking Reen In blue on cover from England. 
0-18 ~imllar to 0-13 Lut no numher at foot. Seen CAl and CA2. 
0-19 :-;een on mall from Ft·anee, Belgium ancl Holland a nd Great Britain since 

.. DH day. 
0-21 Seen on tmnspot·ts en route to l~urope from Canada. 

Mention BNA Topics when answering ads 
It helps both the Ciub and the Advertiser 

·' 



CHART 2 SHD'l' 2 

POSTED ON 
H. M. TRANSPORT 

0-15 

11 dANI944 

o-19 

NEWFOUNDLAND 
N ice U•ed Stem p• 

# .27 ..... ..... .......... $2 .00 #38 .................... $2.85 
27A • .. . . ...•........... 2.26 39 . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .75 
28A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 . 50 40 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85 
29 . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3. 00 47 • • • • . . . . . • • • • • . . . . . • . 90 
30 •.............. .•.•• 4 .25 48 .. .. . . .. .. . .. .. . . .. . .12 
31 ...••........•...... 1 .50 52 . ...... ............• 1 .50 
83 .......... . ......... 6 .85 59 .................... 1.75 
86 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60 77 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35.00 
87 .. .. .. • . .. . .. .. .. .. • 2.50 123 ..................... 4.00 

Appreciate hearing from any member. 
Everything I stock gladly eent on approval 

John B. Kilton 
109 Empire St. Pl'ovidence 3, R. 1. 

BNAP,S #57 - ASDA 



The Sc Caribou of Newfoundland 
by Arthur B. Moll 

Several times · during the last few years there has appeared a challenge In 
l'hllatellc publications to solve the "mystery" of the 6c Caribou of New!ound
land, Scotts Type AlOl. Questions were raised about the different Dies, s hades, 
Colors, plate numbers, printing and other factors which certainly made this 
stamp the subject or much speculation. The writer was tempted to accept the 
challenge on more than one occasion, but each time enough evidence presented 
ltse!t to clearly Indicate that there was more to It than appeared at first glance. 
However, after quite a pile of stamps and ·covers had been accumulated, a course 
of study was outlined and the job started. 

This article will attempt to answer many questions and at the same time 
ask a number of new ones, and by doing so give many a pleasurable hour to 

. some other collectors who may be Interested enough to continue the study. It hi 
tv be noted that the job Is Indicated a"! started only, because the wt·ltet· believes 
that additional study and perhaps some oftlclul confirmation will be needed 
before a completely definite story can be told. The study reported herein Is the 
result of a n examination of the stamps and covers themselves without anY at
tempt to get o!tlclal Information, which· made It all the more Interesting and 
perhaps difficult. 

THE CATA LOGU E LISTING 
The Scott 1945 Catalogue listings have just about added the finishing touch 

to the contusion that exists. If it were the duty of the writer to prepare the list
Ings tor the catalogue. the following Is the way It would appear: 

Engraved 
·watermarked-Coat of Arms In Sheet (224) 

Pert. 13% 
Two Dies of the 5c - See description below 

# ·190 A101 5c violet brown (Die I) (1932) 
#191 A101 5c violet (Die II) (1932) 

a. 5c violet (Die I) (1933) 
b. Jmperf. 

Pet·!. 12% 
# 259 Al01 5c violet (Die I) (1942) 

10. 5c violet. Perf. 13% (Die I) (1941) 
Note. Numbers 191 and 191a appear In a number of different shades. from llght 
violet to deep violet, with reddish-brown violet and deep purple-violet as ad. 
dltlomll colot·s. Numbers 259 and 259a were not re-engraved but were printed 
!rom a new plate prepared from Die J. Number 259a is no~ one of the so-called 
war printings, but RPl>e~red as a regular prin.tlng from a new plate. 

The above listing will be followed In the balance of this article wherever 
numbers at·e referred to . . 

THE DIES 
The fh·st stamp to appear In this design was the violet brown stamp In Die 

J. Scott's number 190. This was followed b:V the Die II In a number of violet 
shades and the use of Die 1 In two of the violet shades, numbet·s 191 and 191a. 
The stamps listed liS n.umbers ~69 and 259a are also Die. I. but from a new 
plate. The width of the stamps cannot be accurately used as a determining fac
tor fQ.r deciding the different Dies. The same Die might very well produce 
stamps of different widths from different plates because of some difference In 
the {!leta! or In the processing of the different plates during preparation, Hence 
the difference between the width 1>f numbers 190 a nd 191a, which vary from 
20'4 to 20% Millimeters and numbers 259 and 269a which are 21 Millimeters wide 
(sometimes a slight lilt less). · 

There are two main distinguishing features of the Dies I and II. First, In 
Die I, the outer frame line Is thicker than the Inner frame line on both sides, 
whereas In Die II. both ft·ame lines are of equal thickness. The second difference 
ts this: In Die I, the tips of the top two points of the antlers are on the same 
level, where In Die II, the tip of the right point is higher than the left. There 



are other minor differences, but they are unimporta nt a nd can be dis1·egarded 
because the other two are consistent and clear. 

TH E S HADES AN D COL ORS 
Here we consider one ·of the mo><t confusing points or this study, aud yet 

the one which helps probably the most in determining the pl"intlng a nd 01·der 
of appearances of the stamps. To ~lve nam<>s to the Rh:l(le-; is al\1•a.yH a difficult 
matter, because the writer's idea of lig ht violt>t, fo•· Instance, mig ht cllrt~nc.e with 
the reader's conception. At any rate, these c htssifi<·atlunH are uut made at ran
dom, but are supported In each case by many hun<lr·eds of stamps at leas t, a nd 
thus are consistent. 

Fh·st to appear. of cout·se, was the violet brown, Die I. scott's number 190. 
This Is in a class by Itself and should cauHe no tl'ouble. Then. fol' the s:.tl<e ()t 
eliminating the more easily Identified o'nes first, we Rhall describe the other Die 
I stamps. There are two shades of the number 1Ula, both a good rich violet, 
with one having a more pronounced t·ed tint to the violet. Shall we call these a 
deep violet and a deep red violet·~ The deep violet appeared fh·s t, in 1933. ltn(l 

was used for the most part In 1933 and 1934. The deep red violet made Its 
first appearance In late 1935 and was used fot· the moRt part rluring 1936. Re
member, however, that later use of any stamps is oulte lll<elx but Is nut import
ant unless It Is consistent and wldef:pread. Both of these Rtamps have a good 
clear design and the plate was in good condition. The olhet· Die I stamps are 
numbers 259 and 259a, and at thh; writing do not have an~· Important shade dif
ferences. They are both a light violet, prlnterl with a cle:tl'ly pronounced design 
from a good plate, and should cause no tt·ouhle in irlentlflcntlon. 

Now for the Die II stamps. The flt·st or these is a very deep color. almost a 
purple, which stands out from the other violets hPcauRe It iR so rlark. This stamp 
appeared late in 1932 and was used for the most pat·t dul'ing 1933. The design is 
clearly pronounced and the plate was In very good condition. Then, during the 
latter part of 1934, a very similar stamp was used, except· that the color appeared 
to be slightly washed or dulled. Jt lacked the richness of the stamps which first 
were used, but still had a good clear design from a plate In good condition. 

Let us now skip to eat·ly In 1939. At that time n stamp was placed In use 
which most certainly was Pr<;>duced from a new Die II pl>tte. The design Is 
smaller and very clearly defined. The new plnte waR J.ll'(lhllbly necessary because 
of the worn condition of the one previously In use as will he described later. The 
color of this n ew stamp also stands out ft·om the re.;t. lt is a very l'ich reddish
brown violet. In the ·opinion of the writer. the plate was prohahly not In Ul'e 
'very long before something happened to It, proba,bly caused by enemy action, 
as these J.tamps were printed In England. Thus It wns th!lt another plate followed 
In a very short time, this time prepared ft•om Die I. which was u!'led to print 
the stamps known as numbers 259 and 259a .. 

This now brings l.IS to the difficult lnbetween period from 1936 to 1939 when 
the stamps of Die II gradua~ change from a. deep violet to a pale violet. An 
examination of the stamps discloses thltt this gradual lightening of the shade 
occurs proportionately to the decrease In the clearnes.s of the design. In other 
words, the plate was wearing out. In fact, on some of the stamps l.fsed In 1939. 
there Is a very noticeable absence of Rha<llng lines above the head of the Caribou, 
and all the other lines of the design are much thinner and quite faint, account
Ing for the light color to a great extent. How many printings during this period'! 
That Is yet to be determined, and h e t·e the writer passes on the challenge to 
someone else to cat•ry on the study. Tht·ee clasRificntlons have been mu.de hut 
there Is not a true feeling of finality here as brought by the other classifications. 

S IZES 
The first stamp to appear, number 190. measures between 20%. and 20% 

millimeters wide. '"e shall call It' 20%, because It Is more nearly that. The stamp 
!!'! 26% millimeters high. The other Die I !'tamps In· use during 1932 to 1936. 
listed a~ number l91n. were exa.ctly the s:tme size and were probably printed 
frotn the same plate. The Die I stamps printed from the new plate and appearing 
In 1941 and 1942, numbers 259a and 259, are 21 millimeter's wide bY 27 millimeter~< 
high. 

The first Die II stamp to appear, the very deep violet. which was Introduced 
during the first half of 1933 measures from 20~. to 20~mm. wide by 26%.· mm. 



high. This Is exactly the same size as the duller atamp ~vhlch appeared later In 
1934. The stamp which appeared early In 1989, the one with the ver·y rich reddish
brown violet (.Oior, mea8ures from 20% to 20 Y.a mm . wide l.oy 26% mm. high. All 
the other shades of Die IJ measure 20~ mm. by 26% mm., with some slight vari
ations. These slight va.rhttluns. mainly of le88 than % mm. are not conclusive 
hecause <•f paper shr·lnkage. humidity. etc. It has been the experience of the 
wl'lter to tlnd this same IIIIKht variation In the 11ame stamp when mea11ured on 
!llfferent days. 

PLATE NUMBERS 
At this point the writer must oonfess that enough stamps with plate num

ber" have not been ex11mlned In order to make a conclusive statement. This Is 
your chan<'e to come through and send yours In for Inspection. They will be 
r·eturned promptly, 1'he plate numbers are located on the margin paper In the 
uvper· left corner of the sheet. Numbere 269a and 269 do not have any plate 
marking at all In this respect. The first plate of Die I Is one of th08e not seen 
hy the wl'lter. However. some of the Die II stamps have been printed from plates 
nmrked with either a dot and a reversed 2 or u dot and a normal 3. At least two 
of the printings used the dot and reversed 2, but because all of the shades were 
not seen. a conclusion cannot be reached. 

5UN DRY N OTES AND COMMENTS 
The paper quite generally Is a medium wove. watermarked paper. with the 

•·tamps In use during 1932 to 1936 being sligh tly thicker than the later ones. 
When t he new plate of Die I (number 259a) was Introduced In 1941, the paper 
wrtl! similar to the previous Issues. This holds true for the first Perf. 12Y.a stamps 
to apt>enr (no. 259), but Inter supplles are on thinner paper, which 111 more trans
JliU'ent. 

The gum on number 190 varies !rom a sllghtly off-white to a distinctly 
hn.wn color· and It le usually quite thick and cracks very easily. The color of the 
~urn on later Issues continues In the oft-white shade, but whereas t he early 
stamps have a heavy uneven gum, t he later ones have a smoother, better quality 
~urn which does not crack as easily as on the earlier stamps. The stamps num
h<.': ed 2G9 and 259a have the new thin white gum which also does not show any 
tendency to crack like the first Issues. 

lt Is to be 'noted that the spaces between the stamps vary In proportion to 
the dltcerences In the width of the stamps themselves. The space between the 
"tamllS number·ed 259 1~nd 259a, which are the widest siamps, measures 3 mllll
.mcter·s 1\llll all the others vary from 3% to SY.a m11llmeters. 

The writer has so far not discovered any stamp Perf. U 'and has just about 
reached the conclusion that none exlsL What do you say Mr. Boggs? 

However there Is an lmperf. variety of the deep violet shade of number 
1!)1, Die ll. Not many are believed to exist, possibly not more than one sheet. 

The early Die I 11tamps are muc·h ecarcer than the Die n stamps In the 
Jwoportlon of roughly 1 to 20. Can anyone gl ve more light? 

1'he theory has been advanced that the various printings made their ap
pearance following the withdrawal of the 5o commemorative stamp11 of the dl!
fer·e nt l11sues. In other wor·da. when the dlffet·ent commemorative stamp& were 
:sR\re<l. the lie C'arfbou went off sale only to reappear again when the commemor,
att ve stnmp was withdrawn. and quite likely at each such time a new printing 
w:r~ prepared. These commemorative stamt~s nre aR follows: 

1933 - Sir Humphrey Gilbert 
1935 - Sliver Jubilee 
1937 - Coronation 
1939 - Royal VIsit 
1941 - Sir Wilfred Grenfell 

Tho writer· believes ther·e Is conRiderable merit to this conclu lllon because the 
<'han~es In printings coincide generally with the above dates and the use of the 
5c Caribou Is conslderobly 1es:.; during the times whe:1 the other Issues were 
<·ur rent. which is. probably correct at any rate. 

It Is the sincere hope that this article will encourage other collectors t•tl. 
take up the slack and till In the gaps which are quite evident her·e. The writer 
will welcome nny rrltlciMm or cnrrectlonR Ruppor·ted by fa ctl'l. A eummary chart 



Is presen ted he1 e\\'lth a s a part ot this etudy. 
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100 CANADIAN ST AM PLESS COVERS 
~NTIRE LOT ~6.00 

An Interesting lot that contains a wealt h ot material In 
town cancellatlone, "Pald/' "Unpaid." "f'ree, " "Too Late' 
and many unueual JlOstal markings. Covers are In nice, 
clean condition. Thle ie an excellent buy. Lot Is advertised · 
In "BNA Toplca" only. 

EQUITABLE STAMP COMPANY 
BRITISH E;MPIRE ISSUES EXCLUSIVELY 

Alhert H. Levitt, .BNAPS# 116 Earl N. Levitt 
506 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N . Y. 

-------------. ---· ~---- .. --------------
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MR. B. N. A. DEALER 
YOUR AD HERE WILL. REACH B. N. A. COLLEC'!'ORS EXCLUSIVELY 

At a cost to you of less than a post card per reader 

RESERVE YOUR SPACE NOW. 

SEND YOUR ORDER TO THE EDITOR 



ClASSIFIED TOPics· 
For members only. Rates 2c per word. Min. 15 words per act Three Umee 

at price of 2. 500 words at will $4 , 00, payable in advance. Scott'e numbere uaed 
unless otherwise specified. 

WANTED. Newfoundland booklets or panea. Also booklet covers or complete 
booklet remainders with the stamps removed. Arthur Moll, 1240 72 ,St., Brooklyn 
28. N.Y. 

WANTED TO BUY-NEWFOUNDLAND REVI!\NUEB-Inland Revenue, any 
denomination with head of Queen Victoria or King Edward, any denomination 
above ten ce»ts with head of King George, any denomination above one dollar 
with caribou design. Transportation Tax or Money Order Tax, any denomina
tion. Send me one of above stamps If you have no more. Please aubmlt with 
prices. Colll'l' MacR. Makepeace, 1030 Hospital Trust Bldg., Providence 8, R. I. 

WANTED-Newfoundland 5c· Caribou, #i190, 191 and 269 upper left corner 
hlocks with sheet margine and plate markings. Aleo clearly dated used coplea. 
Arthur Moll, 1240 72 St., Brooklyn 28, N. Y. 

WANTiED--CANADIAN Precancels; DOUBLED AND INVERTED VARIETIES. 
ll'orward with your price or preference In exchange . .Tack Levine, 610 Liberty 
Ave., Brooklyn 7, N. Y. 

WANTED-I am making up a reference collection and need all philatelic liter
ature covering the postage lseues of Canada and BNA.. Pleue eend a Uat of 
what you have and price to Ens . .John s. Slverte, 786 O'Farrell St., San Fran
cisco, Cal. Apt., 86. 

WANTED-Anything unusual you have In used 19th cent. Canadian• In tine 
condition especially covers, shades, cancellations and multiple plecea. Alao your 
dup!lc.ate complete booklets. Send with beet price to .John S. Slverts, 786 O'Far· 
rell St .. San Francisco, Cal. Apt. 86 

WANTED-Newfoundland 3c & 6c envelope& used. Dan C. Meyerson 786 Eaatern 
Parkway, Brooklyn 13. N. Y. 

WANTED-Newfoundland proofs, eseays and epeclmena. Dan C. Meyerson, 786 
Eastern Parkway, Brooklyn 18, N. Y. 

WANTED-Newfoundland 3c envelopes. 'Mint or used. Dan C. Meyerson 786 
Eutern Parkway, Brooklyn 18, N.Y. 

WANTED-NEWFOUNDLAND ONLY. Wboleaale source of aupply, aleo good 
alngles on 20 day approval. Kenneth Mlnuee, 1288 Grand Concourae, New Yor~ 
58, N.Y. 

SASKATCH1EWAN LAW&-lat printing- wanted the 760. $2 and $8 values. AL· 
BERTA LAWS- 2nd issue- buy or borrow any paJrs, blocks or atrlpa -all 
values . .T. Levine, 610 Liberty Avenue, Brooklyn 7, New York. 

WANT1EO-your request for Canadian Revenues on approval or want llat If 
collection Ia advanced. Samuel E. Beck, Skyland, N. C. 

WANTED-2 Ring Numeral Cancellations on Scott'a # za & 28a 
The 2 cent Large Queen 1888 

I ne~ the following numerals. 
8 to 12. incl. 14 to 80 Incl. 

Please submit what you have for ea.Ie clearly prlc~. 
Damaged epeclmena are not wanted. 

REG BARRACLOUGH 
·P. 0. Box 116, Place d'Arm .. , Montreal. 
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COMPLETE SETS IN SELECTED CONDITION 

For the collector who Is very particular about condition, we are offering 
complete eete of practically everything In Canada and Newfoundland Airs, Spe
ciale, Regletratlon, Dues and War Tax. These wm be found to be very tine to 
auperb. A apeclal teature ot these seta· le that any unaatlafactory stamp can be 
returned for replacement, either tree ot ch&r&'e or at a emall premium, depend
In&' upon bow particular 'you are. 

CANADA 
No. Block Mint UMd 
Cl·C8 1928-88 Alrmalle •••••••• 0. \ ••• 0 8.40 .86 .70 
C7-C8 War Issue. Airmails ············ .80 .20 .07 
CE1-CE2 War lasue Air s. D. ············ 1.80 . 46 .60 
E1·Etl 1898· 1936 Spec. Del. .......... 9.26 2.26 1.26 
E7-E8 11188-89 Spec. Del. . ............ 2.40 .60 .66 
ElO War Ieaue Spec. Del. . .......... .66 .14 .10 
Fl-F4 1876-89 Regietere .. ............ 17.6~ 14.50 
J1-J5 1906-28 Dues .................. 6.10 1.35 .46 
J6-Jl0 1930 Dues ...................... 2.20 .55 .25 
Jll-14 1983 Dues ...................... 1.00 . 215 .12 
J16-18 1916 Dues ............... .. ..... .80 .20 .06 
MR1-5 1916 War Tax ·················· 3.00 .76 .85 
M·RI-7 War Tax Colle ............ pair 1.70 1.86 .10 

NEWFOUNDLAND 

Cll 19U Tra.NI·AUanUc .......... 50.00 10.50 
Cl 1921 Halifax Air ............ .. 86.00 7.60 7.60 
Cli 1910 Columbia Air ............. .... 376.00 
Cl-8 1981 Alrmalle ················· 20.00 6.0& 8.00 
Ct-11 1911 ~lrmatle wmkd. .......... 86.00 9.00 
cu 1912 DO-X Airman ·········· 130.00 82.60 32.50 
Cll-17 1938 Labrador A Ire ... ....... 60.00 16.00 18 .00 
C18 1933 Balboa Airmail ············ 27 . 50 40.00 
Clt 1948 St. John'• Air ············ .40 .10 .10 
J'l-8 1Ut Due• ...................... 1.40 .85 . 60 

N. B. 10" Dt.count If you remit by U. s. bllla, check or money order payable to 
me at New York. . ... 

J: N. Sissons 
Toronto, Canada 

- ------ -----------




