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Table 2  -  Listing of all known positions of the War Issue Imperforate Plate Blocks  

Unitrade  

Cat. No. 
Stamp Plate No. & Position Comment 

249 d 1942 1  KGVI Green  1 LR, 1 LR & 2 LR Two examples of Plate 1 Lower Right confirmed  

250 c 1942 2  KGVI Brown 1 LR, 1 LR & 2 LR Two examples of Plate 1 Lower Right confirmed  

251 b 
1942 3  KGVI Car-

mine 
1 UR, 1 LL & 2 LL  

252 d 1943 3  KGVI Violet 11 UL, 12 LL & 12 LR  

253 a 
1942 4  Grey         

Grain Elevators 
1 UL, 1 UR & 1 LR  

254 c 
1943 4  KGVI Car-

mine 
6 UR, 6 LL & 6 LR  

255 a 1942 5  KGVI Blue 1 UL, 1 UR & 1 LL  

256 a 
1942 8  Chestnut    

Farm Scene 
1 UR, 1 UR & 1 UR 

Two examples of Plate 1 Upper Right confirmed,      

Evidence suggests 3rd example also Plate 1 UR  

257 a 
1942 10  Brown      

Parliament 
1 UL, 1 LL, & 2 LL  

258 a 
1942 13  Green       

Ram Tank  
1 UL, 1 LL, & 1 LR  

259 a 
1943 14  Green       

Ram Tank  
1 UL, 1 LL, & 1 LR  

260 a 
1942 20  Brown             

Corvette 
2 UL, 2 UL, & 2 LR Two examples of Plate 2 Upper Left confirmed  

261 a  
1942 50  Purple       

Munitions 
1 UR, 1 LR, & 1 LR Two examples of Plate 1 Lower Right confirmed  

262 a 
1942 $1.00 Blue        

Destroyer 
1 UR, 1 UR, & 1 LR Two examples of Plate 1 Upper Right confirmed  

C7 a 1942 6  Air Mail 1 UR, 1 UR, & 1 LR Two examples of Plate 1 Upper Right confirmed  

C8 a 1943 7  Air Mail 1 LL, 1 LR, & 2 UR  

CE 1 a 
1942 16  Air Mail   

Special Delivery 
1 UL, 1 LL, 1 UR (x2)  & 1 LR (x2) 

Two examples each of Plate 1 Upper Right and 

Lower Right confirmed 

CE 2 a 
1943 17  Air Mail   

Special Delivery 
1 UL (x2), 1 LL (x2) 1UR & 1 LR 

Two examples each of Plate 1 Upper Left and 

Lower Left confirmed 

E 10 a  
1942 10  Green        

Special Delivery 
1 UL (x3) & 1 LL (x3) 

Three examples each of Plate 1 Upper Left and 

Lower Left confirmed 

é The War Issue 1942-1943 Part XI  - The Imperforate Plate Blocks Revisited 

by Donald Leblanc  
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1947 ñSpecial Deliveryò letter to France   
Short-paid and Taxed in France 

by Mike Street  

Introduction 

The letter shown overleaf was postmarked at Aurora, Ontario on 30 September 1947.  Addressed to France, it carried both Air 

Mail and Special Delivery etiquettes, and a plate margin trio of E11 Special Delivery stamps had been affixed to pay postage.  

At this time the air mail rate for a letter to France was 15Â per quarter ounce.  For reasons which are not clear, someone in the 

Aurora post office assessed the postage paid as being 20Â short, applied the rectangular ñPOSTAGE DUEò handstamp, and 

wrote the double deficiency amount ñ40ò in pencil beside ñCENTSò.  

When the letter arrived at the main Toronto Special Delivery office the ñ40ò was crossed out, the number ñ15ò was written in 

pencil a bit below the postage due box, and a circular ñT/CENTIMESô handstamp was applied and the number ñ90ò written in 

pencil in its centre.  Whatôs going on here?  Two things:  

a)  There was no Special Delivery service to France in 1947!  

Before 1 January 1923 Special Delivery mail addressed to locations outside Canada was not accepted for Special Delivery ser-

vice in the destination country.  Special Delivery mail to the United States was accepted only if United States Special Delivery 

stamps were affixed in Canada.  After 1 January 1923 Canada and the US accepted each otherôs Special Delivery.  Prior to 1 

April 1947 Special Delivery mail from Canada to the United Kingdom was accepted, but the Special Delivery fee could not be 

prepaid.  It was assessed and collected from the recipient in the UK.  After 1 April 1947 the same reciprocal arrangement as 

had been in effect with the USA was extended so that Canadian and British stamps could be used by senders in one country to 

prepay Special Delivery service in the other.  Until at least 1962 letters could still not be sent Special Delivery from Canada 

except to the United States and the United Kingdom. 

b)  Special Delivery Stamps Invalid for Postage 

From their introduction in 1898, until after the printing of dedicated Special Delivery stamps was discontinued on 21 December 

1951, Special Delivery stamps could only be used to pay for Special Delivery fees, not for postage! 

Determination of Postage Due  

Back to the letter itself - the main Toronto Special Delivery office, realizing that the Special Delivery stamps had no value, 

weighed the letter at less than a quarter ounce and calculated the international postage due amount as: 

15Â short paid Ĭ double deficiency Ĭ 3 centimes/Â = 90 centimes.   

On arrival in France on 6 October 1947, a clerk at La Poste calculated the equivalent postage due in francs as: 

 90 centimes Ĭ  .39f/centime = 35,10f,  (rounded to 35f), 

and applied 35f in French postage due stamps on the back of the envelope and cancelled them. The French postage dues ap-

plied were a vertical strip of 10 Ĭ 3f stamps with marginal selvedge at left and at both ends, with a plate number at the bottom, 

and a block of 5 Ĭ 1F stamps. 

Post World War II Change of Postage Due Conversion Rate 

The tax on shortpaid Canadian covers addressed to overseas destinations in the KGVI period was assessed in Swiss centimes. 

Postal historians trying to interpret such covers have noted that Canada changed its conversion rate from 5 centimes to 3 cen-

times per Canadian cent during the George VI period.  Recent research into the topic has revealed this change took place in 

July 1947.  Item (6) in the July 1947 Canada Official Postal Guide Monthly Supplement reads: 

"ñInsufficiently prepaid Correspondence for Overseas Destinations: In future short payments on all unpaid or insufficient-

ly prepaid correspondence for overseas destinations should be expressed in gold centimes. Postmasters are, therefore, 

requested to amend the information appearing in Section 313, page 66, of the 1947 Canada Postal Guide in this regard 

by altering the reference to the equivalent of 1 cent to read "3 centimes", instead of "5 centimes". 
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Air Mail Postage Rates  

Prior to April 1940 there were no direct international airmail service to New Zealand.  Rather, all overseas air mail arrived in 

New Zealand by sea via Australia having arrived there either via various Empire airmail services or via the Pan American 

Airways Pacific routes.  The PAA service to New Zealand was established in July 1940 but was terminated some seventeen 

moths later in December 1941 following the attack on Pearl Harbour.  Airmail services to New Zealand underwent many fur-

ther changes during the war years.   

This article limits itself to discussion of letters and postcards forwarded by air to US and Canadian west coast ports for on-

ward transit to New Zealand by sea.  Further articles in this series will look at airmail services across the Atlantic and Pacific.  

As we progress through the various categories in these writings, my approach will be to identify the gaps in my knowledge of 

these rates.  I hope this approach will encourage study group members to identify further examples that will fill the knowledge 

gaps noted in these writings so that we can establish a definitive schedule of Canadian airmail rates to New Zealand during the 

George VI period.        

Air Mail to West Coast US/Canadian Ports; Sea to New Zealand (1936-1945) 

It is thought that Canada accepted letters franked for domestic air mail service to the west coast of Canada or the US for on-

forwarding by sea to New Zealand from the beginning of the George VI period through to August 1945.  This service can be 

divided into four period as follows:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The two airmail covers shown in Figure 2 overleaf were mailed from Chatham New Brunswick and Rivers Manitoba to Lyt-

tleton, New Zealand in May and June 1942 respectively.  Both bear subscriptions, one, ñTo Californiaò and the other, ñWest 

Coastò.  While there are no transit back-stamps to indicate the actual route taken, it seems clear the sender expected these air-

mail letters to be forwarded to New Zealand by sea following air carriage to US or Canadian west coast ports.  

Air Mail to Panama (Canal Zone); Sea to New Zealand (1942) 

Following the cessation of PAAôs trans - Pacific services in December 1941, the New Zealand Post and Telegraph Depart-

ment advised in January 1942, that an alternate service, first established in April 1938, using sea transport to Panama followed 

by PAA air transport to New York and then onto Canadian (and US) destinations, would continue in service (2).       

This author is not aware of any formal instruction by the Canadian Post Office of a reciprocal service to New Zealand.  How-

ever, the airmail covers shown in Figure 3 overleaf, both mailed from Mountain View M.P.O. 309 in June 1942, clearly indi-

cate that the sender expected the letters to receive air transport to Panama and prepaid the ruling 10  per ı oz. accordingly.  

While the airmail letter rate to Panama had been 10  per ı oz. since December 1937 (3), the period Canada Post Office accept-

ed letters for on-forwarding to New Zealand via Panama is currently unknown.     

 

 

Period Rate  Comment 

Dec 11, 1936 to March 30, 1939 6  per oz. 
Not confirmed by examples to date; Not known if the 

2nd weight was 5ע per oz as per domestic airmail  

April 1, 1939 to Sept 1939 6  per İ oz. Empire Air Mail Scheme - confirmed (1) 

October 1939 to March 1, 1943  6  per oz.   
Confirmed - Unknown if rate reverted to 6 per oz. 

or remained at the EAMS rate of 6ע per İ oz. 

April 1, 1943 to August 1945 
7  1st oz.,             

6  ea. add oz. 
Not confirmed by examples to date  

é Canadian Postal Rates to New Zealand 1937-1954  (Part 1) 

by Stephen Prest 

Period Rate  Comment 

May - June 1942 10  per ı oz. Start and End dates for this service unknown  
























