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B fODUDED 1917

N A CANADIAN
p MILITARY MAIL
S STUDY GROUP

March 19, 1979

Dear Member:

31

212.,,Survey of British Field Post offices allocated to Canadian units

ih T 6161d War Two See also pages 4 to 8 inclusive.

This item brings us a larger group of postal markings than

oUi' recent coverage of those from World War One and provides a
serious challenge to any reader looking for a specialty. Some
study group members will be seeing this detailed listing for the

first time so a few introductory remarks will be in order.
The British datestamps used by Canadians in England , Italy, North West Europe and

elsewhere during W2 have been studied quite recently with very useful handbooks being
available in limited supply, however, to collectors . Two references stand out, one by
the late Colonel Crouch and Norman Hill and the other by the late F.E. Guertin in his
"The Wartime Mails and Stamps -1939 -46". Others, too, have done considerable work in this
area and we today enjoy the fruits of their labours.

Our member , Bill Robinson , aided by Reg. A. Kingston of the Forces Postal History
Society in England, has prepared a comprehensive checklist for this Newsletter . Through
study,members will become familiar with the many datestamps and be able to record their
holdings and make notes which likely will follow.

We cannot do better than refer briefly to Guertin ' s book, part nine , for notes in
connection with these cancellations.

The first usage of the British type datestamps can be shown as November 1939 when
FPO 200 was used by the Canadian General Staff. A number of others made their debut in
June 1940 and so it continued until approximately 200 datestamps became known with 6 of
these being used even into 1947.

Some of these stamps remained at static locations but many "followed " the course of
the war and their usage can be traced to a number of locations.

As stated in Major W.J. Bailey ' s handbook "Canadian Military Postmarks", the date
of usage of all datestamps is important if one is to trace the location at which the
stamp was used and the formation or unit in possession of the eancellor.

A knowledge of censor marks , orderly room stamps, naval , army and air force markings
which frequently appear on covers is invaluable in determining the vital facts of interest
to the military mail collector.

Please note this list deals only with the British type datestamps . The purely
Canadian SC1, SC2 types proofed June 2, 1942 will follow at a later date . The C.P.C.
No. column contains the CPC number for the office using the British datestamp. Good luck.

213...Vote of Appreciation

Members will agree that Ken Ellison has earned their vote as Group Treasurer and
member in charge of mailing the bi- monthly Newsletter. Ken also does some of the

correspondence . Merci beaucoup Ken.

214...FIELD POST OFFICE cancel and censor marking - SIBERIA

Group members are privileged to see , on page 2 , an example of the elusive Siberian

Expeditionary Force cancel and, for the first time anywhere , the PASSED BY CENSOR 014

handstamp . Owned by a Western Canada Group member these may be added to the listing in

Newsletter 20. name 5.ote too the sneciallv made Orderly Rnnm atmmn_
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212„q cont'a, More on British F181d Post Office survey
Please do not send in returns to this survey at this time. It will take some weeks/

months for members to assemble their material (hopefully) and, perhaps, bring in by trade
or purchase additional items in this area. Perhaps a year from now a survey will produce

Memingftill results.

215.,.Newsletters ad infinitum - well hardly

Our Treasurer advises non paid-up readers that Newsletter 31 will be the last one
mailed to them.

216. jew recruit and a change of address
.A welcome to J.B. Dale, Box 675, Postal Station B. Ottawa, Ontario, KiP 5P7.

New address for G.M. Hill is 320 Silvergrove Bay, N.W., Calgary, Alberta, T3B 4R5.

217..,Reference books recommended

The Battle For North Africa by John Strawson (1969). Charles Scribner's Sons, New
York. Printed in Great Britain.

The First Commonwealth Division by Brigadier C.N. Barclay (1954). Printed in Great
Britain by Gale and Polden, Aldershot, Hampshire. Superior reference covering the British
Commonwealth Land Forces in Korea, 1950-1953.

218..,Further to item 206 survey - first report

number
CFPO 1B 1C 4F 4G reported location

25 * 3 Pusan, Seoul
Tochong

26 * 1 Pusan
* 1 Nippombara

27 * 4 Yongson
* 1 Seoul

1 Seoul
28 * 3
29 * 3

CFPO 1B 1C 4F 4G
number
reported location

30 * 1 Tochong
31 * 1

5000 * 3
* 2 large oval

Postal
Tracing
Station

5003 * 1 Kure

1 Cdn
Base 1 Vancouver

c.d.s.
6/2/54

219...rWorld War One and present day markings

A reader has sent photocopies of a censor marking from Kapuskasing, Ont. dated
Jan 9, 1918 appearing on the front of the cover and the censor's receiving stamp which
appears on the back. The former is not common while to our knowledge the latter is being
shown for the first time? The bottom line reads, INTERNMENT STATION.

;.a

JAN 7
e _ro M .

Vie`'
^

6mlev art

CFB Valcartier is served by the office named Courcelette, P(Z. A machine cancel is
illustrated thanks to Joe Purcell.
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