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FROM YOUR EDITOR  

  This issue is a lead up to BNAPEX 2015 Niagara Falls 11-13 Sept. 2015.  The  

Re-entry and Constant Plate Variety Study Group Meeting is scheduled for Sunday Sept. 13 from 

11:00 am to 12:00 pm.  I will be presenting a talk on ñWhitworthôs Plate Flaws on the One Cent 

Decimal Issueò.  We will also have time to discuss and share any material you may want to bring 

with you.  I look forward to seeing you at BNAPEX 2015ô 

 

 In this issue we have a nice article by Scott Robinson that presents an explanation for the 

ñdash in 2ò varieties on the two cent Decimal issue.  He presents a very plausible explanation.   

 

 Geoff Browning gives us another article discussing the plating of the 1/2 cent Large Queen 

in his ongoing study. 

 

  Jim McCormick gives us an interesting look at the three cent Small Queen with a flaw in 

ñNò of CENTS variety. 

  

 Guy Jeffery sent beautiful images showing a red brown six cent Small Queen ñhairballô 

variety on cover and it is shown in an article along with my copy of this variety.  Guy wonders if 

there are any other covers with this variety present on them. 

 

 I have had some serious computer problems recently as I lost three hard drives in quick 

succession.  One was my main backup which failed during my attempt to use it to restore my  

computer.  If any of you have submitted article for inclusion in Dots and Scratches and I have not 

used it, please resubmit it as I am sure I lost some.   

 

 The study group now has 25 paid members.  I look forward to hearing from you if you 

have any requests or suggestions for Dots and Scratches articles.  Of course contributed articles are 

always welcomed. 

  

See you at BNAPEX, 

                                     Mike Smith 
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An Explanation for the ñDash in 2ò Variety of the 2 

Cent First Decimal Issue 
By Scott Robinson, FlySpecker.com 

 

 The 2 cent value of the first decimal issue is known to have very few significant plate  

varieties despite several plate updates which included the addition of imprints and numerous  

manual retouches. The 2015 Unitrade catalogue lists three plate varieties including the ñscratches 

on neckò from 2 positions, the various extended framelines from more than 20 positions, and the 

ñdash in lower right 2ò which it lists as #20v with the note that it appears in "several positions". 

 

 The ñdash in 2ò variety is well-known, having been noted by Senator James A. Calder in 

his extensive work on Canada's first decimal issue in the first half of the twentieth century. Later, 

Geoffrey Whitworth would note in his "The First Decimal Issue of Canada 1859-68" that this  

variety must be the result of a flaw on one of the two reliefs on the transfer role since "it occurs on 

many stamps and is exactly alike on each occasion". The multiplicity of its occurrence on the plate 

would certainly suggest that it originates from the transfer role. However, from my own  

observation, I would have to disagree with Mr. Whitworth regarding each occurrence being  

exactly the same. Indeed, this variety looks slightly different on almost all copies where I have  

observed it. 

 

 The variety appears as a dash near the bottom of the lower right "2" value. The length, 

strength, and particularly the position of the dash can vary from copy to copy. Figure 1 shows a 

typical clean copy with a reasonably strong dash that just touches the outer edge of the ñ2ò.  

Examples of other copies are shown in Figure 2. 

Figure 1. A typical ñDash in 2ò variety. 
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Figure 2. Examples of different ñDash in 2ò varieties. 

 A scan of a full proof sheet of this stamp that I have examined showed the variety in at 

least 35 of the 100 plate positions. These are indicated in Figure 2. The random distribution of the 

variety throughout the pane would suggest that this is not likely the result of the siderographer 

switching between two reliefs on the transfer roll when laying down the plate. The shifting  

position of the dash in relation to the rest of the stamp design also makes it unlikely to be caused 

by switching between transfer roll reliefs. 

Figure 2. The pane layout of the 2 cent decimal showing imprint locations and the random positions 

of the ñdash in 2ò variety highlighted in green, and yellow for very weak positions. 
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 In his BNAPS handbook, ñPlating Canadaôs 2c Stamp of 1864ò, Arthur H. Groten  

mentions that the location of the dash within the ñ2ò can vary markedly in copies from different 

plate positions. He also states that ñthere has been no satisfactory explanation for the causeò of the 

flaw. So what is the most likely explanation for the many appearances of this variety throughout 

the plate? The only logical answer is that the dashes originate from a source that enables them to 

shift location or not appear at all for each of the plate positions. This is a similar situation to that 

described by George C. Marler in ñThe Admiral Issue of Canadaò involving dashes appearing on 

the 7 cent red brown Admiral value. The explanation is that the marks are part of at least one of 

the transfer role reliefs but they are in the upper margin significantly above the stamp design so 

that they appear in the stamp that is rocked in above the current position. 

 

 When the relief with the dash in the top margin is rocked in far enough and with sufficient 

force, it transfers the regular impression of the stamp along with a dash high above the top margin. 

See the red impression in Figure 3. When the stamp immediately above is rocked in, it transfers a 

new impression with the dash showing through in the non-printing white space of the lower right 

ñ2ò. The location of the dashes may shift slightly depending on the accuracy of the horizontal and 

vertical alignment between the impressions for each plate position. The dash may also appear 

much weaker or not appear at all if the relief on the transfer role is not rocked in far enough or 

with sufficient force to also reproduce the dash high above the intended impression. 

Figure 3. The first relief impression (in red) is rocked into the plate along with 

the dash high in the top margin. The second impression (in grey) is rocked in 

leaving the dash to show through in the non-printing area of the lower right 2. 


