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1919 AND THE DAILY MAIL « CHALLENGE »
by JearClaude Vasseur, FRPSL, AEP
TheDestiny of humanity is in the hands of Communication.

Everythingbeganwhen the first writings emerged in the Middle Easbr{®wherearound 3500 years
B. C.). This opened the door to the exchange of in
exceedinga few meters.

Meanwhile, until the nddle age, texts remained almost uniqgue (manuscrggn if copyiss did exist.
They were usually kept in libraries for the use of happy few scholars. This did not favour transmission and th
sharing of knowledge. The first great change camntb Buterberg and the invention of mobile characters for
printing (middle of the 18 century). Meanwhile the spreading of books and writings in general remained limited

in the following centuri es wéditolcarry mail harossi Eope d Thenfusimb e r
official organisation opened to the public wasking Louis XI of France in the middle of the M 6entury. At
the same ti me, Tours and Taxis (Thum and Thassi s

their own a@ganisaibnsreserved to the transportation of commercial information.

Even if the mail had developed during thé"t&ntury, it had to wait until the T&entury to see a major
change with the Alndustri al Re v ol u tniriesraliowed lovder pridee  t
and democratisation of the mail as well as people meeting more easily. Communication was increased by a la
factor and knowledge spread even to remote locations.

At the beginning of the 2D century, the last gap was betweenntinents. At a time where
writings/newspapers were still dominating communication, a week was still necessary to cross the North Atlant
between the Old and New Worldsviation would be the means to reduce this from one week to oné\dale
the Daiy Mail Challenge (posted in 1913) was justcompetition for glory, it was the honour of the
Newfoundland Post Office to understand the benefit from attaching the transportation of mail bags to th
enterprise.

Doing so, the Post Office changedacompetiti t o a Mar k f or the Future
This editionof the Newfoundland Study Group Nedetseris dedicated to this event.

Interim Chairman & EditorMalcolm Back, 97 Stuart Street, Stouffville, ON L4A 4S4mback1217 @rogers.com
Treasurer/Circulation: Martin Goebel, 13 O6 Mar a débal@mi.symdatico.caJ ohnos
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THE NIGHTMARE OF THE HAWKER LETTER BILL
by JearClaude Vasseur, FRPSL, AEP

Soon after WWI peace (Nov. 1918), the CHALLENGE, placed before the war by the Daily Mail,
was reinitiated under the supervision of the RAeC (Royal Aero Club of Great Britain). Early 1919, several team
arrived in Newfoundland with different levels of preparedness.

Fig 1: Early May 1919, front of the Cochrane Hotel
(authordés collection)

At left, in front of the Cochrane hotel, th
contenders of the Challenge, or their representati=ss
Left to right, front row : Mr Pritchard, Major Morgar
(Martinsyde); Harry Hawker (Sopwith pilot); Majol |z
Freddy Raynham (Martinsyde pilot); Captain Fenn (He | /
of Sopwith). i 1 v
Left to right, back row: A.J. Peters (Boulton and P&
Al'liance AfASeabirdo atGrieve
(Sopwith); Mr G.E. Platford

First arrived, the Sopwith team (Harry Hawker, pilot) was
approached by J. Alex. Robinson (the PM.Ggtar ry an fio
i mail of 10 letters. An agreement was concluded including the
: transportation of an additional 100 covers.

For this purpose, Robinson made overprinted 200
stamps of the 3¢fi Car i b o utbe appsopriate rate to Great
Britain by surfae. Of this quantity, only 182 survived with the
signature of the P.M.G. on the gum side.

The mail was quickly closed April 12 the Post expecting

' atakeof f fany timeo even i f meteo
O L takeoff were not present before theddle of May.

e Lo : In his authoritative book, Cyril H. C. Harmer summarizes

", l, the Hawker mail in a fAcheck I|is
‘ el 80(?) covers with Hawker stamps
4 P 1 package photos (? With Hawker stamp)
6 (?) covers with nomverprinted 3¢ Caribou stamps
1 Letter Bill
These question marks were puzzling, while the overall
count of 86 covers is confirmed by the receipt given by the

P Admiralty to the Captain of the
2ot stating :0 Recei ved from the Captain
T, one open &g containing seventy six stamped letters, ten unstamped
e s letters,one letterbill addressed tdPostmaster London, one parcel,
two loose stamps (ordinary Newfoundland stamps, not special air
Fig. 2: Letter Bill L2ad adlFYLAO® ¢KAA oF3a KFa 0S¢
(Courtesy of the BPMA www.postalheritage.org.uk)
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Note: For better understanding, attached at the end of this agialéull listing of the coverasknown
by the author, classified by date of cancellati on
presumed to have been in the mail bag. It is noticeable that, unless necessary to close covers by a sticker
receiver stamp wastruck on arrival at the Foreign Section in London. As shown in the listing, the reverse of the
covers is not always known. Meanwhile, when the reverse is known, only 3 covers (# 14, 201 and 202 out of
do not carry a cancelled sticker.
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I NOTABLE COVERS Ty
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GOVERNMENT HOUSE,

NEWFOUNDLAND.

Fig.3: Letter from/to Cpt. H. FennHead of Sopwitheam, with 3 5
lost stamp leaving the signature of Postster General as an 5 /
offset together with cancellation APR2 / 2- PM. At bottom,
y2iS gNARGGSY o0& GKS Of SNJ] Aly GKS C2NB
becarried F.S.30/5/12y a ¢ ® hyté (1y20y

Fig 44 Dh+9wba9b¢ | h! {9 ppS UZ
envelope to London cancelled APR 12 /RM.

Some moisture on reverse but no sticker or
handstampé | dzii K2 NDa 02ttt SO

Fig. 6:Cover to England cancelled APR 15 / 3 PM, with

S 2 signatures of Hawker, Mackenz&rieve, Alcock and
Fig. 5:Cover to Littleover (receiver on front) with sticker, Foreig Brown (the later obviously after the flight). Water
{SO0GA2Y KFYR adl YLl aCoO{d cmé AGLFAYSRO® 'faz2 NBOSAGAyY3 tSF¥Lo |
AA3YlFGd2NB aeyaéd ol dzi K2NDa (g2 A| other cover with same cancellatioReverse unknown
(Harmer)
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Fig. 7: Cover sent to Sir Andrerw Caird KBE, GM of the Daily Mail Fig 8: Cover to London, franked ordinary stamp with companior

cancelled MAY 2/3 PM. GB 1%2d (?) cancelled by oval of bar, oval blue date stamp MAY 17

Cover sent by Rex Pierson designer of the Vickénsy. No back MpMdp TNRBY GKS at® a® DIbOow!|[ Qf{ hC

stamp. (authoros cplliecd iQNdNs c2NBAIY {SO0GA2Y aCoOf ® cmé
signature on everse. O dzii K2 NR &

Fig 9 & 10: At left, cerenony of remittance of the mail bag to the Sopwit
team : 2at left (behind) Cpt Partridge, designated starter of the Challen
in Newfoundland; % at left Sir Charles Harris Governor of Newfoundland;
4™ at right J. Alex. Robinson P.M.G.tAight Sir Charles Harris showing a
AHawker o cover with Robinson at

Il. FIRST CONCLUSION

The mail bag included covers
with FOUR DIFFERENT DATES OF
CANCELLATION. Also, assuming that
78 covers was the initial count on the
Letter Bill, at least 2 covers were added,
presunably on April 15", 3 covers were
cancelled on May " and 6 ordinary
covers on May 17 (Harmer). This
makes a total of 89 covers!

Another question arises: When
was the mail bag remitted to the pilot?
The date is important as there must be a

gecorrelation with  the Letter Bill
markings. The only information we
know is that it was the object of a

r cergrndny as Ghowat Iefo r 6s col | e
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"Because of the absence of mention of the addition of the Nfagogers, | believe that this ceremony
took place shortly after April 5- the Post Office had no control @rdication of the date of the expected
takeoff -, shortly after the addition of two covers (April 15th) on the LetteriBitom 78 to 80.

Meanwhile this does not solve the discrepancy between the known 86 covers and the potential 89 cove
shown abové.

Il THE MAIL BAG SALVAGE BY CAPTAIN WILVERS

Apart from the only known cover franked with ordinary stamps (Fig. 8), the Admiralty receipt only
mentions two | oose (ordinary) stamps. Even i f it
made some deduction in the mail bag, it is unlikely that he had picked up some ordinary stamps.

Captain Wilvers had declared that he had opened the mail bag, found some loose stamps that he has s
back on cover mostly out of place. He also, had stk one stamp on the Letter Bill. The Letter Bill was never
franked (') and this stamp shows traces of cancellation without any trace on the Letter itself.

Anothercuriosity, never mentioned, the Letter Bill shows only horizontal traces of folding. Obwibus
has been folded in two, leaving an offset of the blue handstamp at bottom, and folded horizontally a second tin
Also, at top left, there are traces of folding and attachment with a wax seal. This procedure is also seen on f
Letter Bill of the Almck flight. Conclusionthe Letter Bill was attached to another document and possibly inside
a | arge O.H. M. S. cover not mentioned. Thi sneieter c o n
bill addressed to the Postmaster Londog 0

V. SECOND CONCLUSION
Assuming that all the key coversancelled April 18, May 2" and May 1% - are known, | do believe
that the 6 covers added on May"Were the 3 covers cancelled Mdy and 3 covers cancelled May"1@f
which one only has survived with two loose stamps.
If so, there were 83 covers franked with the overprinted stamp inthe mailbag and a t ot al of

V. THE FOREIGN SECTION MARKING
Mentioned but not addressed by Harmer, despite a small mailhge st i cker 6 FOUND C
on the reverse of most covers, was struck with two different Foreign Section handstamps:

" P RO
l'mrx.—hﬂ.» /
" G. 8 Ry, AND
FOUND ¥ . OFFICIALLY )
OPEN 4 | SECURED. '
. (OR TORN) iy

61 , N . | SEGURED.
, RNy | . OR TORNWS TR N

Fig. 11 Foreign Section handstamps F.S. 61 and F.S. 23 on the Hawker mail

5
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Why had the mail had gone through the Foreign Section of the G. P. O. London in St Martin le Grand
Usually the mailrriving in London by standard mail circuit goes straight away to distribution. +Haexét will
be for the Martinsyde mail (carried by Raynham) or the Vickénsy (carried by Alcock) the mail is remitted
to the Post Of fi ¢ eAslnyhe ald timesiwithishipdcaptainsgcarnyingzha mail,at still had to
go to the Foreign Section.
Note: Not the case of the HandiPyage mail which was carried from Ne{ork through a standard mail circuit.

Now, WHY TWO HAND STAMPS? The following ae assumpti ons by the
discussedBelow two (of three known by the author) covers struck with the F.S. 23 hand stamps:

8l B

~
2

@;T S\ B CBNEN
('Zﬁ?fiﬁ T I BY AEROFLANE ;;}”APF,;?'-;.\)
\ 019/ ? yal =T
32 N9/
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7// (/2 s 9 o ol /)"//LJW i EEEs LSO ;
2 a v « X o R a T aiiy =
0/(/71’{ /.‘:’f'/m,/ AT ,_v/ﬂ_,,_,,.,f { T nd Ul 1IhT el
‘ o ‘ e

g arfoed '- S oy,

s
2
— i N ity e | R — el

Fig. 12 At left, cover from/to J. Alex. Robinson c/o Cpt Woods Mason (RaeC). At right, cover to the EDIT QRityf ezl
[2YR2Yy O 2NRIAY 2F GKS a/KIffSyaSéao . 20K O020SNA Of 2

The third cover known is another cover by the P.M.G. Robinson. These three covers are of som
importance and it looks not unusubat they had received a special treatment. They have also another commor
characteristic: the three cover s thanailodkiagdike, af thayt i c .
have been placed IN ANOTHER LARGE ENVELOPE.

The Letter Bilisanot her document which received the F.
said that it was obviously placed in a large envelope.

We have now the beginning of an hypothesis : there was, inside the mail, a large envelope, in which t
Letter Bill wasseal ed and <containing a batch of Ai mport e
announced by the P.M.G. Robinson when discussing with Captain Fenn.

Note: While the whole mail has been treBillandl by
covers), the exact reason of the use of two different hand stamps is not known. May be the large, entrelop
its contens, was directed to the London P.M.G. lllingworthdnédt er st amped and si gnec
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VI. SOMETHING MORE ? :
~S £ // (Zr /{,.; KY %
To add to the mystery, | have in my ! ; . f/// : i
collectionaletter (fig 13). Pencil written, it reads| ) s e
as follows : e sl
; e A
i St JNal hlth$1919 L A S Loy
l ¢ f; // e B /i LY Lo {
Dear Henry, o e ] Ay ;
Licod // o g At i o Hd Lot .
Just a few lines hoping you are quite well. O A % o //.',.,/ 4
machine had a successful trial flight on Mondd  &..., /. 2/ . . :;,/, S
and is starting the flight today. A A _Wx/ A0
J 3 / / ¢ - 2} e s . '_./ Rt Cobrt))
Our pilot is carring (sic) two letters for mawith ‘ | Sl 2
a special aerial stamp issued by the Govezntm St N AR R
so though you would like one. We have been vg = A S LA N
busy this last few days. A R A T
[ E /,~.r aA (25 < v, ST R
4 ) /qf':r‘/-, /',/,
Expect to be home in two or three weeks time. s eI R = 2 ot o
Love to all, your affec (sicb r o . ; _'

Figl3: Letter si ghzal 9.Fr (eatledtohyaryd sl 1

Strangely, when bought it was attributed to J. PAReg m, whi ch it cannot be.
i ssued by the governmentd cannot be anything el s

The letter, obviously written by a Sopwitichnician, describes two covers franked with the overprinted
stamp which fné de fmwirl ane 0i.s Tharyr iweg e written (anc
2"and the three (?) May fE over s. Did these ¢ ov eorwereghey carried byfHarry ma |
Hawker?If carried by Hawker, the teer may have carried more!!!

Still the question remains: How many
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VILI. OTHER INTERESTING PICTURES

Top left : the AAtlantico at M

Top right : The AAtlantico as d°
Lake Charl ot tecdection)l | e ( aU

Bottom | eft : The AAtl anticodo on
approaching Falleston)t h ( ad

Bottom right : the wreck
Department Store, London.
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LISTING OF THE KNOWN COVERS OF THE HAWKER FLIGHT

Ref | Addressee | Rev| Remarks
HAWKER MAIL with overprintstamps cancelled April 12 1919
1 Halford Esq. Littleover DErby Y ReceiveMay 30 inLittleover. Sticker & F.S. 61
2 TheRight 2y ¢KS [ 2NR a2NNY |&aLISNJI I SStkker& FYSIGLE ¢ @
3 Cpt M H Fenn Lancaster Gate Ldn Y Fadedcancellation / stamp repositionedbticker & F.S. 61
4 a.R.Fenn Esq Lancaster Gate, Ldn Y |4t SN I & SElaffsét@Cift to stmp. Sticker & F.S. 61
5 Mrs MackenzigGrieve Droxford Hants Y SignedM. Grieve Stamp repositionedSticker & F.S. 61
6 Cptain MackeneiGrieve Droxford Hants Y | aLISNI I S Syhibiwhtgt StainedSticker & F.S. 61
7 Cptain MackeneiGrieve Droxford Hants Y GHN offset on fronat top. .Sticker & F.S. 61
8 Mrs J. Alex. Robinson c/o Mrs Woods Mason | Y Cc GPOStamp repositionedSticker & F.S. 23
9 Dr Robinson c/o Cpt Woods Mason Y Cc GPO. Stamp reposition&licker & F.S.23
10 |[W2KyYy alfKX {2LWAGK ! ¢Y Stamp slightly slantedbticker & F.S. 61
11 | Claude Johnson Esq. c/o Rolls Royce, Ldn Y Stamp slantedSticker & F.S. 6 Verticaly folded
12 | Claude Johnson Esg. c/o Rolls Royce,Ldn | Y | at SNJ ! SN2 LJX I yS .BtRér &bFSSH 6 2 dzy
13 | Mrs Chas Clements Savoy Const. Ldn Y Sticker & F.S. 61
14 | Capt. J. H. Campbell c/o Peverdin(?), Ldn Y |2 gl Al | NNNdstckee DI b Sy @
15 | THE EDITOR THE DAILY MAIL Y a. I 9 w Isticer &b PIB
16 | Mrs Woods Mason c/o Wakefesto House Ldn | Y Sticker & F.S. 61
17 | The Right Hon. Viscouhorthcliff Daily Mail Y Sticker & F.S2? (likely 23)
18 | Lady M(?) Horraith Winchester Surrey N GHN offset on front
19 | Mrs Woods Mason London W12 N |[GLISNJ F SNRBLX | yS¢
20 | D. Woods Mason Hay market Ldn N [GLISNI I SNRLX I ySé @i 2onaevers®l f |
21 | Cpt M Fenn Lancaster Gate Ldn N |GHN6FaSid 2y FTNRydGod { il2YL$ (RO
22 | Cpt M Fenn Lancaster Gate Ldn N | WLISNJ | SStanpiepostiSredWater stained at bottom
23 | Lors Stamfordham Buckingham Palace N |[GC2NIlIeASsa G e GKS Y adyGHA envdlop I Y
24 | Martin Esg. c/o Martinsyde Aviat. Woking N Stamp in plac®
25 | John Malh, Sopwith AviaticBompany N Stamp hinged to cover
26 | Mrs Chas Bowring, Liverpool resent Ldn N [at SNI ! SNRLX | ¥ SNR R Heyt.8 éntishiv 6§
27 | Sir Edgar Bowring Hign Com. Nfld in Ldn N at 9w ! 9 wh T. Btanp 9epasitiofied
28 | Miss Martin West Malvan Worchestershire N 3c. addedben cancelled Sticker not mentionned
29 | Idem N Without added 3c.
30 | DrJ. BJohn®n c/o Mrs Woods Mason N [GLISNI I SNRLX I ySé o
31 | W. Goodwin Wakefield House, Ldn N [GLISNJ ! SNRBLX | yS¢
32 | Mr Q. Dixon, Sopwith Aviation Co Ltd N [Ga¢KAa Sy@Stz2L) ¢l a O NNASR
33 | Claude Johnson Esg. c/o Rolls Royce, Ldn N
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34 | Mrs Franck Fisher N |&GLISNIJ ! S(uiBce)f | y S¢

35 | Mrs X Engholm, Brickwood, Ldn N [/ O a¢KS /20KNIXyS 1 20GSf ¢

36 | Rev Hansard Brittain, Ldn W. C. N |a2LSy sAGK OF NB¢

37 | Commander A McDermott RN, Ldn N |[aiGd2 o068 ({SLIG GAtt OFrtftSR ¥F2
38 | WR Graham, Ldn N Per Aeroplane

39 | W.M. Home Esq Whitb@arethOffice Whitby N By Sopwith machine plane by Hawker & Grieve May 1919

HAWKER MAIL with overprinted stampancelled April 5" 1919

101 | Mrs Stevens Bridge Baxh { dzZNNB & N Signed Hawker, Grieve, Alcock Brown. Watamed

102 | Mrs M. S. Sullivan, Berfeldy N | GBySopwith Aeroplane Newfoundlarl S G O X

HAWKERIAIL with overprinted stampsancelledMay 2 1919

201 | Sir Andrew Caird KBE Daily Mail Ldn Y |4t SNI ! SNAIf alAféd // Aa¢KS
202 | Sir G. Fish Esq CBE Daily Mail Ldn Y As above. Same sender
203 | Mrs E Mason 61 Baxter Gate Whitby N |[at SNIIFAANI

Hawker Maiffranked with ordinary stampsancelled May 1% 1919

301 | Miss Hall Bayswater, Ldn Y |00 &/ I NRo62dzE b moyBicker® F&Ler O

HAWKER MAIL with overprinted stampancelledMay 2 1919

Son Excellence Mr Paul Cambon Ambassadel Y G/ F NAO2dz L aaNgsrFBOWNY LA | RR

To Editor Daily Express, Ldn N Martinsyde mail

Uncancelled below Martinsyde stamp N On piece.

b2dS Y WDIbQ D2@SNYYSyid 12dzaS bSsF2dzy Rt FYR gAGK S

References:

NEWFOUNDLAND AIR MAILS (revised Ed. 1984) C. H. C. Harmer

ATHE HAWKERO He-TheyCollectors €libiPhildtelist Vol. XXX, No I

NEWFOUNDLAND AIR MAILS 1919/1939 I.S.B.N. 9782-95553610-0 - J.C. Vasseur 2015
Revisiting the C1 AHawker d Newfie Newsletter 138
The Intermediate Essay of the AHawker o Newfie New:
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Hawker and Grieve Photo Collection

by Rob Moore

Here are some very interesting photos that | received from Dr. Michael Deal, local member of the St
Johnés Philatelic Society. I @tudyg Group. dhis $s iveayrtimelytfan them W
specialnewsletter on the First Transatlantic Air Mail attempts in 1919. Hawker & Grieve owe their lives to some
early day lifesaving equipment.

These photos give a rare glimpse into their lifeboat which was incorporated into the fuselage in th
Sopwith plane iad probably the very first survival suits that they wore. This equipment was indeed used as
described in Hawker & Grieve b o o k , i Our  Anthissboak,ithey déstribectmpafted their plane
crashed into the ocean, 10 hours after takingrofhfMount Pearl, they deployed their lifebdaten though the
pl ane was sinking fast and | arge waves splashed
detaching the boat and our | ife suits worked spl e

These photos give insight into the lifesaving equipment that Hawker & Grieve used in their flight
attempt. The photo collections were donated to the Memorial University Archival Centre of Newfoundland
Studies(MUN CNS) the original grouping from the Frost {BEction which originated from the Glendenning
Family whose farm land in Mount Pearl is where the Hawker & Grieve flight commer@tndr photos came
from newly donated photographs from the Margaret Carter collection. She was a socialite of St. Johad who
the means to travel by motor car in 1919 to the various flight teams to socialize and take photos. Carter ev
packed sandwiches for the Alcock & Brown team to take on their flight and once they arrived in Ireland, the
autographed the large silk naplkhat the sandwiches were wrapped in and returned it to Ms. Carter by hisiil.
autographed napkin was also donated with the photalsetdUN, CNS which will soon be available to be
viewed online through MUN Archives website.

These imaes are the prperty of the MUN Center of Newfoundland Studies and are reproduced
here by permission. They may not be reproduced without their expressed permissioie thank Dr. Mike
Deal of MUN for making these photographs available to us.

SopwithCamel and the hanger in the background

All images© The MUN Center of Newfoundland Studies
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- continued

The lifeboat(Frost Collection)

Hawker and Griev&esting lifeboat in Bowring Park
(Carter Collectioh

Testing rubber life suits in Bowring Park
(Carter Collection)

© The MUN Center of Newfoundland Studies
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