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Report from BNAPEX Ottawa

by Malcolm Back

The BNAPEX wasa very enjoyable experience for me. It was great to put some faces to
more names, to meet Study Group members again and to make new friends. Our Study Group
Session was a success with two very interesting presentations.

Richard Judge(co-authors Garfield Porch and John Walsigave a very interesting
presentation entitleddoesa Prussian Blue shade exist for the 15¢ 1919 Trail of the Caribou?
Listed in Unitrade ad 24 Dar k Bl ue and 124b Prussian Bl ue
are recommended to verify shadeo, the Prussia
normal shade.
John Walshn the NSSQn the other hand has the following entry for gtemp

116 15¢Langemarck, dark blue; 50 M 450 45 45 25 105
a bright blue o) 85 85 o} o}
b Prussian blue (both shown have certificates)

NSSC finds color shades are controversial because the color is as seen in the eye of beholder

116 116a 116b 116b
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Report from BNAPEX Ottawa

-conclusion

Without stealinRi char dés thunder perhaps you can s
agreed to prepare and article for the next newsletter and then you can make a decision for yourself.
Our other presenter was David Bartlet who gavealk on theCentenary of the First

Transatlantic Mail by Alcock & BrownDavid prepared an exhibit on this topic and waarded
a Silver Bronze at the Convention. He has also agreed to prepare an article for the newsletter.
David Pierceyearnedthe Meyerson Awardoresented for the best exhibit of a province
before Confederation or a territory shown at the BNAPEX conventir@Herbert L.McNaught
One Frame Exhibit Awardnd he alsoeceived a Gold for his fine exhibit on TB&ancellations
of Newfourdland 1865i 1908: Corks, Fancy Cancels & Oth@bliterators Starting in this
edition of the newsletter he begins a series on this exhibit.
A short list of the Palmares for BNAPEX 2019 is given below. Congratulations to all
award winners. There was thsual highquality level of exhibits again this year.

BNAPEX 2019 PALMARES BNAPS EXHIBIT AWARDS FOR

NEWFOUNDLAND THEMED EXHIBITS
Meyerson Award
David Piercey- The Cancellations of Newfoundland 186%908: Corks, Fancy Cancels
& OtherObliterators
Wilmer Rockett Revenue Award
John M. Walshi Newfoundland early Legal Documental History via Stampless
Precursor andl898 Queen Victoria First Revenue types
Herbert L. McNaught One Frame Exhibit Award
David Pierceyi The Cancellations of Newfouratid 1865 1908: Corks, Fancy
Cancels & Other Obliterators
BNAPS Hall of Fame Award
Clarence A. Stillions, Brian Wolfenden, Victor L. Willson
GOLD
1 The Cancellations of Newfoundland 186%908: Corks, Fanc@€ancels & Other
Obliterators;David Piercey
Labrador Moravian Missionary Mail 1885to 19Ejan Stalker
Newfoundland early Legal Documental History via Stampless Precursor and 1898 Queen
Victoria First Revenue typesjohn M. Walsh
VERMEIL
Newfoundland: The Gilbert Issue of 3% SeanWeatherup
SILVER BRONZE
Centenary of the First Transatlantic Mail by Alcock & Brovdgvid Bartlet
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AN EXHIBIT BY DAVID PIERCEY

THE CANCELLATIONS OF NEWFOUNDLAND 1865-1908

Corks, Fancy Cancels and Other Obliterators found on the North American Stamp Issues

This exhibit shows over 150 different cancellations that can be found on Newfoundland postages stamps
during the period of use of the North American printings (i.e., by the American Bank Note and British
North America Bank Note companies) 1865-1908.

Using nomenclature and classifications for Canadian fancy cancellations first developed by Jarrett (1929),
by Day and Smythies (1961), and then by Lacelle (2000; 2018), this exhibit is organized first by major
cancellation types and then chronologically within each type. While I include officially produced post of-
fice obliterators as well, the focus of this exhibit is on the range and variety of fancy cancels produced by
different postal clerks or postmasters.

Such individuals® creations, carved into available pieces of cork or wood, were a convenient way to ensure
proper cancellation of the country’s postage stamps during this period. As the town postmark was not oth-
erwise to be used to cancel stamps, their individual creations expressed some degree of personal creativity,
as well as simplicity and expedience, in the obliteration of postage stamps. Consequently, more than a few
designs can be found, though much fewer in variety than can be found for Canada in the same period.

Most all examples shown are of reasonably complete,
“socked on the nose”, strikes on individual stamps in
well above average condition. As such is not the norm
in Nineteenth Century Newfoundland stamps, these ex-
amples should be considered as among the scarcest
| and most difficult to acquire among used stamps from
this period. Indeed, they have taken many years to dis-
cover, acquire, and categorize.

PLAN OF THE EXHIBIT

1. Geometric Cancels page
- Radial Designs 2-4
- Footballs 5
- Irregular Squares 6

2. Fancy Cancels - Leafs 7

3. Letter and Name Cancels 8

4. Numeral Cancels 9

5. Cross and Star Cancels 9

6. Target Cancels 1

7. Unclassified 10 <

8. Barred Cancels 11-12 — —_— g em

9. Quartered Corks 13-16 Eight-line circular barred cancel on issue of 1898. Likely used as a

precancel for bulk mailing of newspapers/printed circulars (1/2 cent
. P . rate). Coloured cancellations are most uncommon on postage stamps
Due to a real paucity of surviving covers, very few cancellations of this period. This is the only coloured cancel included in this exhibit

can be reliably attributed to particular towns. Should it be possi-
ble to eventually make full attributions, most will be found to
have been used at St. John's, the largest population centre. Particularly important pieces are highlighted using
Where such attribution has been established by the exhibitor or a rose-coloured matte behind the postage stamp.
other researchers, names of towns are given in Bold Italics.

(This cancel different than other barred cancels shown later.)

I have drawn each cancel, by tracing from an original on stamp(s), or cover, in order to more clearly show the cancel for each
example. This drawing has, of course, been limited by my own visual interpretive skills, by my artistic ability, and by a lack of full
and complete strikes. However, the drawings should help the observer distinguish between similar-appearing cancels.

As you look at the exhibit, notice that the majority of the fancy cancels were produced in the period 1865-
1880, and that they gradually fall off in subsequent years to 1908. This is the same general trend as observed
for other North American fancy cancels as well, as post office practices became increasingly bureaucratized
and routinized as they approached the beginning of the Twentieth Century.
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GEOMETRIC CANCELS RADIAL DESIGNS

Geometric cancels were used from the beginning of the Cents issues, if not even earlier.
Those with “radial designs” are characterized by multiple segments radiating outward from a

central point, in a kind of star pattern.
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to be continued next issue



