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Dear Study Group Member,

The Orapex Show is on and Ron Majors has scheduled a meeting with Free Food, paid for by our 

Advertisers, Eastern Auctions and Maresch & Son. We hope you can make it on Saturday May 4 at 

4pm-5:30pm in Hall C. The Program so far is: Program: Luc Freve, early California-Canadian mail; 

Ron Majors, Update on Decimal Census. Hope to see you there. Below is a photo of folks you may 

know enjoying dinner in Bucharest, Romania during the EFIRO 2024 Specialised World Exhibition.

Eastern has just put up their Flip book showing the offerings for their next Public Auction boasting 

nearly 1500 Lots. Some really high value rarities here. Spink London has a Used 12d up for Sale 

this week (April 24).

Jim Jung
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10c Consort – Late Printing Flaws
The short story on the 10c Consort is that there was one plate and there were two General 

repairs done to the plate. Throughout the life of the plate, even after the repairs had been done, 

the listed String of Pearls, Double Epaulettes and the two Major Reentries existed. 

The first repair was done during the 17th Printing Order of July 9, 1864. After approximately 

30,700 sheets were printed, the repair took place and proofs were pulled in the Violet Shade. 

After this repair, the C Flaw appeared in part of Column 9 and in part of Column 10. The C Flaw 

was not present on the plate prior to this repair. It is interesting to note that there are Proof 

Sheets in the Violet shade that do not have the C Flaw, even though Whitworth mentions a Proof 

pulled in Violet after the repair. There was an earlier Proof Sheet pulled in the Violet Shade 

before the repair seen in Ken Kershaw’s BNAPS Book on the 10c Consort. Unitrade lists the 

Lilac Proof is pulled in 1864.

23,250 sheets were printed before the second repair took place during the 26th Printing Order of 

August 21, 1867. This was near the end of the life of the plate after Confederation on July 1, 

1867. On April 1, 1868, the following year, the Large Queen Issue was released. Proofs were 

also pulled after this repair in the Lake Colour. A single diagram in Whitworth on Page 78 of his 

book The First Decimal Issue of Canada 1859-68. These are also illustrated with Full Colour 

images in Ken Kershaw’s book on the 10c Consort. Both these books are excellent resources for 

the Decimal Issue and the 10c Consort in particular. This article will display some of these 

varieties which are hard to find since they were only printed between September 1867 and April 

1868. The Observed dates from Whitworth are November 28, 1867 to April 1868.

Whitworth, Geoffrey, The First 

Decimal Issue of Canada, The Royal 

Philatelic Society, London 1966, 

Page 78
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10c Consort – Late Printing Flaws

Position 3 – You probably are 
aware of the String of Pearls flaw 
listed in Unitrade. After the 2nd 
repair, an extra flaw appeared at 
Position 3. This came in the form 
of marks in and below POS of 
POSTAGE. Earl’s copy below shows 
a slightly different state of the flaw 
with a stronger mark in the O  and 
below the S of POSTAGE.

This closeup Image courtesy of Earl Noss
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10c Consort – Late Printing Flaws

Position 8 has the left half of the Imprint in 
the top margin. Although Whitworth has 
put this flaw on this drawing of late printing 
flaws, I have found this flaw described in 
Ken Kershaw’s book on an earlier printing.
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10c Consort – Late Printing Flaws

Position 78
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10c Consort – Late Printing Flaws

Position 100

Images courtesy of Earl Noss
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10c Consort – Late Printing Flaws

The heavy dot above D 

of CANADA is pictured in 

Ken Kershaw’s 10c 

Consort book at position 

28 The book uses Dr Jim 

Watt’s late printing sheet 

and he pointed this little 

flaw out to me. This flaw 

is not described in 

Whitworth in his drawing 

of late printing flaws.

Images courtesy of Dr Jim Watt
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10c Consort – Late Printing Flaws

Here is a second copy of 

the flaw at position 28 

showing the heavy dot 

above D of CANADA. 

This is taken from a late 

proof sheet  scanned for 

us by Saskatoon 

Stamps.

Geoffrey Whitworth – The First Decimal Issue of Canada 1859-68, London, England, 

White Crecent Press Ltd for The Royal Philatelic Society, 1966.

Kenneth A. Kershaw Ph. D – Plating the 10c Prince Consort Scott #17, Ontario, Canada, 

The British North America Philatelic Society, Copyright 2009, 2010, 2012.

References
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Auxiliary Markings in the Pence & Decimal Era by Jim Jung

Domestic

This is the INSUFFIENTLY PREPAID handstamp on a large piece of a wrapper for Printed Matter. 

There are 7 x 1c Decimal stamps still attached to the piece and an obvious spot where a stamp 

seems to have fallen off. This was still not enough to cover the number of pieces of Printed Matter 

in the wrapper. There is no date on the piece but the stamps look like a Pale Rose shade and are 

perforated 12 so this would be between July 1865 and March 1868.
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Auxiliary Markings in the Pence & Decimal Era by Jim Jung

I first ran into these type of black “1” handstamps while I was collecting pre-stamp Folded Letters 

from Scotland. This was used for an unpaid or additional Road Tax. In Canada, these were also 

for unpaid amounts and were always black from what I have seen. Since the rate t the Maritimes 

was 1c per ounce, we can assume that this circular weighed 1-2 ounces, hence the Unpaid “1” 

handstamp.
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Auxiliary Markings in the Pence & Decimal Era by Jim Jung

Another Circular franked with a 1c Decimal Issue stamp tied by an Unpaid “1” handstamp but this 

“1” has a large serif. These Printed Circulars were fairly common but the Unpaid “1” rate 

handstamps are pretty scarce to find.
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Auxiliary Markings in the Pence & Decimal Era by Jim Jung

This is the MISSENT-TO handstamp on a yellow envelope with a large circular CLIFTON 

C.W. dispatch dated NOV 16 !863 with the 4R52 tying the stamp. The cover is addressed to 

Synden, Canada West, which is not a town. Then there is a manuscript: Try Lynden, which is 

a town west of Hamilton. The ONTARIO U.C. postmarks on the back and front may be from 

the Dead Letter Office, of sorts. If anyone knows about the Dead Letter Office in 1863 or why 

the ONTARIO postmark appears on this cover, please email me.
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Auxiliary Markings in the Pence & Decimal Era by Jim Jung

This is an old scrappy cover with 

tape marks covering the sides. 

The tape was removed by a 

previous collector. There is a 

nice PAID AT QUEBEC L.C. 

crown postmark at UR, on the 

front, and a straightline MONEY 

LETTER handstamp at the UL, 

both in red. It’s clearly dated 

QUEBEC OC 24 1844 before 

the Pence Issue.

The letter is written very well in 

French with a lovely script and 

signed boldly at the bottom.



16

Crossborder and Transatlantic

This blue cover is dated with a Montreal Tombstone JU 24 1857 in the Pence Issue Era. There 

is also a large 6 in red meaning it was Prepaid. The red PAID DRAWER 14 YS & Co is a 

Chargebox Accounting handstamp.

The Transatlantic covers have so many different handstamps, many which are very nice to 

see. These provide information on the status of the payment to the Post Office. Here is a large 

PAID 8d Stg handstamp in red.

Auxiliary Markings in the Pence & Decimal Era by Jim Jung
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Auxiliary Markings in the Pence & Decimal Era by Jim Jung
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Auxiliary Markings in the Pence & Decimal Era by Jim Jung

This is an inbound Transatlantic folded letter from GB to 

Montreal with a square black handstamp that is difficult to 

read, so I have put an enlarged copy of the handstamp at left. 

These come in various versions, all saying the same but 

slightly different. It is basically saying that there is a charge of 

1s4d Cy (Canadian currency). Since this is in black, I assume 

it is to be collected at delivery. The large squiggly manuscript 

mark says ½ for 1s2d in British currency. Malcolm 

Montgomery has a nice book that lists all of these 

handstamps for inbound mail to Canada.
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Position 10 State 1 – The Burning Bush

The Burning Bush variety is 

unlisted but well known. It 

occurs on the first printings 

of the 5c and displays as a 

strong impression of the 

tree under the sun. There 

are also some extra marks 

in the R of VR, the right 

side of the crown and PO 

of POSTAGE.

Copies should be 

perforated 11 ¾ for this 

early printing. This copy on 

cover is dated 

STANSTEAD DE 11 1859 

in blue with a 4R45. Ex 

Dale Lichtenstein.

5c Beaver – Valued Printing Flaws



Position 10 State 2a – Bubble Flaw

Position 10 has this large Plate 

Flaw listed in Whitworth as being in 

State 2a. It looks like a large 

bubble below the E of FIVE. This 

did not stay for long and does not 

appear in State 3.

5c Beaver – Valued Printing Flaws



Position 17 State 9 – N Flaw

Position 17 has this large 

mark that covers a 

portion of the N of 

CENTS. It blends in with 

the background behind 

the letters and is difficult 

to spot other than it 

extends into the inner 

oval below the letters. 

This is late in the life of 

the plate.

5c Beaver – Valued Printing Flaws



Position 23 State 11 – Gouge Flaw

Position 23 is the 

unlisted but well known 

Gouge Flaw. It is this 

large mark that covers a 

portion of the oval above 

OS of POSTAGE. It is 

usually easy to spot. This 

occurs very late in the life 

of the plate.

There are different states 

of this flaw but it always 

looks very similar to 

these 2 examples.

5c Beaver – Valued Printing Flaws



Position 30 State 6b – Curved Line Flaw

Position 30 has this large 

line that extends 

upwards from the curved 

line to the right of the 

crown, goes through the 

oval and framelines and 

out into the upper 

margin. It is listed in 

Whitworth as only 

appearing part way 

through State 6 and 

marked as State 6b.

5c Beaver – Valued Printing Flaws



Position 34 State 9-10 –Low Moon Flaw

Position 34 has this large 

dot that is popular with 

collectors and is known 

as the Low Moon Flaw. 

The shape of the dot 

does change somewhat 

but is quite large and 

appears in the same 

position to the left of AG 

of POSTAGE.

5c Beaver – Valued Printing Flaws



Position 78 State 6 – High Moon Flaw

Position 78 in the earlier State 6 has 

the High Moon Flaw. This is an oval 

shaped fuzzy mark above and to the 

right of the sun. This mark does 

change its’ shape but is generally 

quite large and in the same position 

above the sun. This nice cover dates 

the flaw at MR 19 66.

5c Beaver – Valued Printing Flaws



Position 50 State 3a – Log in Waterfall

Position 50 has this listed and well know flaw called the Log in Waterfall. It is scarce 

compared to the other listed flaws and occurs part way through State 3, listed as State 3a in 

Whitworth. Most copies show a white line diagonally through the lower portion of the 

waterfall. A rarer state shows a solid line. This cover is dated NO 26 62.

This image courtesy of Jim McCormick

5c Beaver – Valued Printing Flaws



Position 41 State 4 – Twig in Falls Flaw

Position 41 in State 4 has the 

little known Twig in Falls Flaw. 

This is named in Whitworth and 

is a small diagonal line or scratch 

in the upper level of the waterfall. 

5c Beaver – Valued Printing Flaws



Position 53 State 9-10 – Rock in Waterfall

Position 53 in the late States 9-10 has the well known and very popular Rock in Waterfall 

variety. This is listed in Unitrade and appears as a large round or slightly square dot at the 

top of the lower level the waterfall. The shape of the dot is known to change in shape from 

square to round. This lovely cover is dated NEW LIVERPOOL September 17 67 and is Ex 

Clayton Huff.

5c Beaver – Valued Printing Flaws



Position 53 State 9-10 – Rock in Waterfall

This image courtesy of Earl Noss shows the 

square rock

5c Beaver – Valued Printing Flaws



Position 54 State 8 – Leaping Fish

5c Beaver – Valued Printing Flaws



Position?? State ? – Leaping Minnow

5c Beaver – Valued Printing Flaws



Position 69 State 6a

5c Beaver – Valued Printing Flaws



Position 74 State 5 – PF46

5c Beaver – Valued Printing Flaws



Position 83 State 9 – PF13a

5c Beaver – Valued Printing Flaws
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Upcoming Shows (Ctrl + Click on image for website)

One of Canada’s largest annual stamp shows, ORAPEX, will take place at the Nepean 

Sportsplex Saturday May 4 and Sunday May 5, 2024.

This year’s theme is “Marcophily/Postmarks.” A non-profit event run by three local stamp 

clubs, this will be the 61st Anniversary of ORAPEX. There will be more than 100 exhibits, 30 

stamp dealers from across Canada and a Youth Booth where kids can get free stamps and 

supplies. ORAPEX is a great place for new collectors and specialists. There’s no admission 

charge and there’s lots of free parking. Find out more about the show and about the wide 

world of stamp collecting at https://www.orapex.ca/ .

http://www.orapex.ca/
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Upcoming Shows (Ctrl + Click on image for website)

https://bnaps.org/bnapex/bnapex2024-Kingston/
https://stamps.org/great-american-stamp-show
https://stamps.org/great-american-stamp-show
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Upcoming Shows (Ctrl + Click on image for website)

https://marebalticum.ee/
https://marebalticum.ee/
https://marebalticum.ee/

	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38

